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SERMON  I. 

Of  Prayer  in  general. 

'^eing  the  firft  introduBorj  Difcourfi 
to  the  Ex f opt  ion  of  the  LOKD's 

praVer. 

MATTH.  VL  V,  VI,  vii,  vim 

And  when  thou  pray  eft ^  tboujhah  not  he  as  the 
Hypocrites  are  ?  for  th^  love  to  fray  ft  and- 
ing  in  the  Synagogues j  4ind  in  the  Corners  of 
%be  Streets^  that  they  may  he  fee^k  ofMetu^ 
Verily^  I  fay  unto  yw^  they  have  their'  Ke^ 

,  ward. 

But  thoUj  when  thou  P'fayeft^  enter  into  thy 
CJofet^  andjvhen  th^u  ^aB  jhut  thy  Door^ 
fray  to  thy  Father  which  is  infecretj  and  thy 
Father  which  fieth  in  fecrep^  fhall  reward 
thee  openly. 

But  when  ye  Pray^  ufe  not  vain  Repetitions^ 
as  the  Heathen  do :  for  ,they  think  theyjhall 
he  heard  for  their  much  fpedking* 

^e  not  ye  therefore  like  unto  them:  for  your 
Father  knoweth  what  Thif^sye  have  need 
ofheforeje  ask  him. 


o 


U  R  LO  li  D  having  in  the  Ipeginniqg 

of  this  Chapter  given  his  \Difcij;)les 
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CauiiMLand  a  Rule  for  the  rl^t  Pra£lice  of 
Alm(|iving,  prooccds  tn  die  1  ext  to  inftru<£l 
cheipi  Jn  another  IHit)^  of  a  like  pctoolar  Na^ 
ture.  Aad  likewife  in  the  Words  I  have 
read  to  jbu,  die  .IJirty  fp^en  of  h  plainly 
foppbfeji.  under  that  which  is  expreSy  and 
dire&ly  cobimanded.  Tho  Duty  here  fup* 
pc^fis^tbat  of  Prawr^  or  Invocatiop  of  God } 
that  which  is  exppciled  is^  to  pray,  without 
the  AtFedation  of  the  Praife  of  Men,  and 

The  Suppofitioh  cohcerhing  Prayer  is  two^ 
foldj"  more  general,  and  more  particular* 

The  general  Suppofition  is,  That  our  Savi- 
our's Dil^iples  were  ^already  convincM  and 
perfuaded  that  Prayer  is  a  neceffary  Duty, 
m  like  fiianner  a.s  his  Doftrine  about  Alms- 
giving in  the  foregoing  Verfes  fuppofes  and 
impl^  thiat  they  ondoUBtedly  held  the  Diftri- 
bution  of  AliH5  to  be  a  required  Duty  of  Re-^ 
ligion.    . 

The  particular  Sup^fition  fe.  That  they 
were  perfuaded  of  the  Neceffity  eS  private 
Pmyer,  as  well  tfs  publidi,  of  praying  fingly 
by  theittfelves,  as  well  as  jointly  with  others- 
Something  I  Ihall  fay  concerning  both 
tbefe.    And,   ^ 

I.  Of  the  general  Suppofition.  It  was  not 
neceffary  that  our  Saviour  (hould  inftru£t  his 
Difciples  that  Prayer  was  one  Part  of  Religi- 
on,  i^t  this  they  v'ery  well  knew  bdforei  and 
withal  his  fuppofing  of  it  implies  that  the 
.        •  Obli^ 
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dtUgations  ther^o  are  veiy  dear  and  ftrong^ 
very  eafy  to  be  underftooci,  very  hard  to  be 
avoided  or  forgotten;  they  that  heard  out 
Saviour,  vrei^e  tnftnided  by  their  Morning 
and  Evening  Bacri6ce,  that  Prayer  was  to  be 
offered  to  God  at  le^fl  twice  a  Day;  they 
knew  the  Ekamptes  of  thofe  holy  Men  recor- 
ded in  the  Scrifitures,  that  prayM  with  more 
Frecjuency  than  that,  three  times,  and  feveti 
times  a  Day ;  nay,  if  they  had  not  been  bted 
tip  in  the  Praftice  of  that  Part  of  Religbn^ 
if  they  iiad  not  known  fuch  Examples  of  De- 
votion, they  could  not  have  bee 
rant  of  their  Duty  in  this  Kin 
light  Off  Natiire  hfid  been  fufiic 
vcr  it.    Is  ntit  God  our  great ' 

daily  Benefaflrpt?  Do  we  not  re 

Good  we  eriJOT  from  him?  Do 
upon  his  Provinon  ?  Are  w6  not 

iris  Providence)  And  What  LaM 

graven  in  the  Heart  of  Man  t 

Gratitude?  Bat  the  very  leaft  I 

Gratitude  we  can  mak6,  is  to  : 

that  we  have  received  a  Benefit, 

My  to  confefs  the  Bounty  and 

the  Giver,  and  to  yield  him  the 

Our  Dependance  upon  God  mdke 

fary  to  feek  that  from  him  whic 

as  to  give  him  the  Praife  of  wh 

Our  Guilt  and  Liablene^;  to  bis 

of  it  feif  prbftipt  us  td  feek  bis 

humble   Contruioa  for  Sin,  s 

B  2  Defire 
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PefircL  pf  4iis  Pardoq.  Our  lofirniities  and 
Tepiptations*fli/2\<r  us  how  al)fduteiy.  needful 
it!i^  that  we  be  affifted  with  his  Grace,  and 
|)y:  his  Providence  to  recover  our  felves  by 
tiue  Repentance,  and  to  per (eveve  in  doing 
tlie  Thing  that  he  ^fequires,*  and  therefore 
tiiat  we  are  to  implore  his  Help  by  huniblc 
^nd  dih'gent  Prayer*  .  Finally,  the  common 
pries  of  Humanii^y  and  the  Reh'glqn  bf  Clia* 
rity  obHge^us  to  pray^,  and  to.  give  Thanks 
tprone  another;  fa  that  natural  inight  difcp*- 

tpdfl 
i  of 
teni, 
der^ 
into 
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kind 
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greater  BMefits  to  acknowledge,  than  the* 
World  had  before  the  Redeniption  of  Man-* 
kind  by  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  God,  and^ 
the  Sacrifice  of  his  Death;  we  have  a  fore' 
Beh'ef  of  the  Refurreflion,  and  of  a  bldflfed* 
Immortality  to  quicken  our  Devotions;  we 
have  express  afid  particular  Promifes  that  we 
fliall  obtain  what  we  ask;  and  laftly,  we' 
hav^  a  mtrcifd  High  Priest ^  that  intercedes 
-with  God  for  us,  that  recommends  our  Pravr^ 
ers  to  hlm^  even  that  one  Mediator  between^ 
Qod  and  Men^  the  Man  Chrift  Jefu^^  in  who(e 
Name  we  may  come  lolJj  unto  the  Throne  of 
Grace  ^  to  obtain  Mercy  and  find  Grace  to  hil^- 
in  Time  of  Need.  All  which  Things  cpnfi-* 
dered,  we  are  guiky  of  fciul  and  inexcufable 
Impiety  if  Kye  ifiegled  to  mak^  daily  Prayers 
and  Thankfgiviflgs  to  God  our  Maker  and^ 
Saviour.  No  Day  returns,  when  thou  rifeft 
from  thy  Bed,  but  it  was  the  good  Provi- 
dence of  God  that  made  thee  find  thy  felf 
alive  in  the  Morning.  The  Night  monies 
not,  when  thou  committeft  thy  felf  to  Reft, 
but  it  was  he  that  fuftained-  and  protefted' 
thee  till  the  Evening,  when  perhaps  thou 
haft  not  had  the  Grace  to  acknowledge  jjt 
with  the  leaft  Thankfulnefs.  There  is  riot  a 
Danger  thouliaft  ever  efcaped,  tliere  is  not 
a  Blefling  thou  haft  ever  enjoyed,  but  he; 
delivered  thee  froni  the  one,  and  he  coniei'r 
red  upon  thee  the  other,  when  thou  haft 
^i^otMn  this  Days  without  Number.    If 

B  J  tl)QU 
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thou  haft  Health,  and  Riches,  and  Honour$y 
they  come  from  him;  thpii  art  fed  and  noth 
rifliM  and  cloath'd  with  his  Gifts,  and  everjr 
where  furrounded  l^  his  £^e(!ings.  Ho^ 
little  ha^  thou  de&rved  of  hip*  and  yet; 
how  much  haft  thou  received  froip  bjm^ 
He  has  made  thee  wKer  than  the  Beafts  of 
die  Field,  but  thoq  jiaft  made  thy  felf  more 
ftupid  th^n  they ;  for  the  Ox  knoweth  hii 
Owner  ^  and  the  Jfs  his  Mafttt's  Crih,  bqt 
thou  forgetteft  thy  leaker,  that  made  thee  ^ 
j-eafonable  Being,  capab^  of  underftaiulio^ 
Benefits,  as  well  as  of  receiving  tfaiem;  capa- 
ble of  refentin^  Obligations  froin  hin^felf,  and 
of  the  Glory  and  Haj^inefe  of  giving  Thanks, 
and  doin^  Honour  to  him  for  the  fame.  IS^ 
tio  wonder  that  th^fe  Things  ^move  thee  noc^ 
if  the  ^verlafting  Concern  of  thy  future  State, 
if  the  Promifes  and  Threatnings  (^  the  Gof- 
pel,  if  the  Senfeof  thy  own  depraved  Nature, 
if  the  Seiife  of  the  Dangers  tlu)u  art  in  frooi 
t|ie  Temptations  of  the  World,  if  the  Guilt  of 
thy  manifold  Sins,  and  the  uneafy  Apprehen- 
iions  of 'a  Divine  Juftice  cannot  fcrce  thee; 
upon  thy  Knees,  and  drive  thee  to  the  Mer- 
cy of  God,  who  has  thus  long  in  vain  ftretch- 
ed  forth  his  Hand  to  thee;  to  fuch  iVeproach 
as  this  is  every  Man  liable  that  n^le^s  hi^ 
Prayere  and  torgpt^  bis  God.  This  fc  all  I 
iball  fay  to  the  Suppofitioa  of  the  PlainiKeiS. 
ef  the  Puty  in  general.    ' 
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2.  The  particular  Suppofition  concerning 
Prayer  is,  that  private  Prayer  in  fecrct  is  a. 
Duty,  as  well  as  publick  or  common  Pray- 
ers :  and  indeed  our  Saviour^s  Cautions  and 
Diredioos  in  this  Place  concerning  Prayer, 
?iTe  principally  intended  for  the  regulating  of 
private  Devotion,  tho'  the  reafon  of  them 
will  extend  to  that  which  is  pubtick.    Jnd 
when  thou  frayeit^  thou  Jbah  not  he  as  the 
Hypocrites  are^  for  they  love  to  pray  (landing^ 
in  the  Synagogue s\  lut  thou  w'        ' 
efi^  enter  into  thy  Clofet.    Cap 
Saviour*s  Meaning  to  be  this, 
pies  fliowld  never  pray  but  in 
No  certainly ;   for  ^tis  a  Prec( 
Religion,  that  God  is  to  be  ^ 
the  Societies  of  Men,  jmd  Ch 
particularly  oblige  us  to  ferve  ( 
p  the  Gofpel  m  religious  Ai 
Meaning  therefore  is  this;  Th 
doft  not  wetend  to  join  with 
Service  of  God,  but  to  make  t 
gle  and  private  Prayers,  enter  t 
f hat  is,  let  them  be  private,  a 
that  God  he^r  thee,  and  take  i 
but  do  not  fay  thof^  Prayers 
nor  contrive  thy  Devotions  fq 
of  Men.    So  that  the  true  un< 
^e  Place  is  founded  upon  th 
fhat  our  Saviour  here  fpeaks 
fingje  Prayer;  aqd  therefore  I 
the  Duty^of  fuch  Prayer  is  hei 

B  4  ^  fvjp- 
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fuppofed,  and  withal  it  might  be  very  rea- 
fonably  fuppofed,  that  our  Lord's  Difciples 
were  already  convinced  of  it,  ind  that  the 
Reafons  thereof  are  very  obvious;  t  fhalj 
name  but  two,  whereof  the  '  " 
:  Firft  is,  That  the  Differences  between 
particular  Perfops  do  plainly  require  it.  The 
Cafe/of  all  Chr'iftians  is>h\js  far  alike,  tha^, 
rhey  hive  Sin  to  confefs  in  common  i  they 
have  corhmon  Blefliogs  of 'Pardon  and  Grace, 

Jced  of,  and  they  have*^ 
I  Bleflings  which  tKey 
iod  to  be  thankful  for ; 
Prayers  and  Thankfgi- 
all  this,  ferve  in  com- 
:fires  arid  'Devotions  of 
'  tender  to'  God  a  pub- 
nake  before  the  World 
f  Relfgion  according  to 
^  there  is  always  a  Dif- 
'  particular  Perfons,  and 
:at  one'  too,  which  re- 
lon.  Every  Man  has 
'  confefs,  his  particular 
fupplied,  aric^'his  parti^ 
Mkful  for; 'and  his 
remmbef  in  his  J^ray- 
;s»  and  this' is  properly 
e  Devotion';  'And  bow 
otion  is  with  regard"  tq 
;  made  to  .appear,  by  ta^ 
I  iiito  Confiderati(?n,  as 
'         '    •  '    die 


Digitized 


by  Google 


S«rni.  I.    OfTrayer  in  genfral,       ^f^^ 

the  Canf^ffion  of  par tkular  Sins  for  inftance, 
Jhe  Confeffion  of  Sin  in  religious  Affemblicsj 
muft  be  ipade  in  gpneraU  Terms,  that  the. 
bed  and  the  yrqv^  iBay  join  in  the  (ame 
Office,  hereby  all  acknowledging  that  they 
have  oegle£^ed  what  they  pu^t  to  have 
done,  and  done  what  they  ought  not  to  have 
4one,  and  that  they  are  rniferable  Sinners  j 
bat  becau^s^he  Cc^eificws  of  all  ^re  made 
io  the  fame  general  Terms,  is  there  there- 
fore no  Differtjnce  between  thofe  that  make 
tbem?  Shall  the  worft  Sinner  in  the  Cpn- 
gregatbn  go  away  with  an  Opinion,  that, 
there  is  no  Man  better  than  himfelf  becaufe 
qf  the  fame  Confeffion  made  by  all  ?   No 
furfly,  for  the  publick  and  (landing  Offices 
of  Prayer  ^re  in  their  Nature  and  Defign 
incapable  of  putting  a  Difference  between 
Men  and  Men  th^t  join  in  them  *,  or  if  fuch 
^  Difference  \yere  attempted  to  be  made,  the 
ill  Confequence  of  it  would  be  intolerable,  as 
qiny  difcerning  Man  may  readily  f?e.     Pub- 
IjcK  Confeflions  ofSin  ?re  not  xo  make  a 
yrhole  Congregation  alike  in  refpecl  of  Sin, 
or  to  fhe\y  every  Man  in  his  trne  CoJlours^ 
^ut  they  are  tq  be  fo  general,  that  the  moft 
different  Degree  of  Sin  may  with  Truth  |)C 
confefe'd  under  tjiem  by  all  fhat  aiTemb.le  foi: 
this  Service ;  but  there  is  another  Jplace  fo^: 
firivate   Confeffion  of  a  Man's   own  Sifls, 
whereby  he  is  different  from  his  Neighbour 
yja^  |s  more  rightcom  than  himfelf,  and  that 
.       -   --'     \     '  -   ^^  ■   •--  ^  is 
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is  his  Glofet;  there  let  hiip  drr?^  himicir 
before  his  God,  there  let  him  fet  his  Sins  in 
orderj  and  take  ihe  ShaH^  of  them  to  him^ 
,  felf,  and  own  hi*  piafrticular  t^mh,  and  dt?- 
fHnguifh  himfelf  by  bis  more  grievous  Ofifen- 
ces  fiom  thofe  that  he  ktrfioa  not  ta  differ 
from  while  he  joined  with  them  in  the  feme 
common  Cpnfeflions  of  Si».  No  Mm  can 
reafonably  doqlbt  whether  Cenfcffion  owght 
not  to  be  made  to  Qod  aarording  to  the  Pro- 
portion of  a  lyian's  Guik,  and  the  Heinoufr 
nefs  and  Number  of  his  known^  Sins,  but  thi^ 
cannot  be  done  in  Forms  that  ar^  fbited  to 
the  Ends  of  reh'gious  AffcmWies,  and  there- 
fbre  it  nauft  be  done  in  priy«e  Prayer,  if  it 
be  done  at  att. 

In  like  manner  there  ?re  common  Hef- 
fings  which  God  hath  beftowed  upon  all  of 
us,  and  thefe  are  to  be  acknowledged  in  pubr 
lick  Praifes  and  Thanklgivings  v  and  there  ii 
almoft  an  infinite  Variety  of  particular  Be- 
nefits of  Providence  tha^  ar^  diftributed  a^ 
mongft  particular  Perfoiis,  of  which  fome 
have  a  greater  Share  than  others,  and  if  thefp 
are  to  he  acknbwledged  wkh  Thankfulnefs, 
as  n^oft  certainly  they  are,  then  is  private 
JDevotion  neceffary  lo  a  religious  Man,  fince 
he  cannot  otiierwife  duly  acknowledge  them ; 
and  thus  the  Neceffity  thereof  appears  front 
ihat  which  is  die  proper  Matter  and  peculijip 
Subjeaofit.  ' 

c.  It 
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n.  It  is  alio  very  neceflary  to  maintain  in 
our  Minds  a  reverent  Senfe  oF  God^s  Omni- 
prefence  when  we  are  alone,  and  no  mortal 
Eye  fecth  us ;  fi)r  the  Senfe  of  God^s  Pre- 
sence is  very  apt  to  wear  ofF^  and  we  have 
great  need  to  be  made  mindful  of  it^  espe- 
cially when  we  know  cwr  felve$  to  be  fecure 
irom  the  pbfervation  of  Men/  Now  tlierc^, 
is  nothing  that  can  more  cStStuRUy  imprint 
die  Senfe  of  God's  Omnifcience  and  Omni- 
prefence  upon  our  Minds,  than  the  Conftan- 
cy  of  private  Prayer,  ii|  which  God  alone 
iieareth  and  &eth  us,  this  will  fet  a  Guard 
upon  us  when  we  are  alone,  and  we  fliall 
not  dare,  tho'  in  fecret,  to  (in  againft  God, 
iince  to  the  fame  God  we  fray  in  fecret^  to 
him  that  will  reward  or  punifh  openly  what- 
ibever  is  well  or  ill  done  in  fecret;  this  » 
fhat  which  wiU  infufe  a  great  Regard  of 
pod  into  us  in  all  that  we  do,  and  will  not 
fuffer  Privacy  to  be  made  an  Encourage*^ 
ment  to  any  Wickednels5  fi)r  if  in  Confi- 
dence tlmt  God  feeth  and  hearetl^  us,  we  of- 
fer up  o^r  Prayers  to  him  in  fecret,  this  is 
an  ^ftual  Admonition  given  to  our  felves, 
that  in  Confidence  of  the  fame  Prefence  be- 
ing alM^ys  vwth  us,  we  Ihould  behave  our 
felves  as  in  his  Sight,  and  ftand  in  Awe  of 
him  no  lefs,  but  vaftly  more,  than  if  all  the 
Vorld  4jaok  notice  of  us. 

Upon  fuch  obvious  Reafons  as  thefe  the 
Duty  of  private  Devotion  is  founded;  and 
^    I        *  this 
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tjijs  rs  aU  I  fball/fay  to  what  is  Tuppofcd  ii) 
tJiis  Place. 

And  now  I  proceed  to  confider  what  our' 
Saviour^  Cautions  and  Dirddions  are  con- 
j^erning  this  Matter.  *- 

.  The  lirft  u  a  Caution  againft  Vaifl-glory^ 
%nd  Hypocrily.  in  private  Devotion*    . 
'.  (The  lecqnd.is  againft  much  fpedkingy  and 

The  lirft  is  expreffed  in   thefe  Words: 
When  thpu  fMySyjhou  jhalt  not  be  as  the 
Hjfofrftes  atf^]  for  tbey  love  to  pray  ft(inding 
m  the  Synagogues^  ^and  in  the  Corners  p/ 1&^^ 
^tre^ts^  that  fbffy  may  he  feen  of  Mew..    Ve-r 
*'%>:  ^  f^y  ^^^t,o  ym^  that  they  .hav£  them 
Reward     B^t  thoUf  when  thou  prayefi^  ente/^ 
ifita  fjjy  Cljojet^  and  when  tbm  haft  fbut  thy 
J^oor^  ,pay  to  thy  Father  which  is  in  fecret^ 
anJiphy  Ifatber  vs^igh  feetb  in  fecnet\,  bimfelfl 
Jball  reward  thfe  openly^  ^      ' 

Tl>e  Sunj  Qt^tluS  is,  That  jthcy  muft  havet 
3  great  Care  npp  to  dffeCi  the  Praife  of  Men^i 
and    thcf:efofe.  that,  they  flidqld  make  no 
ipanner  of  Ql^niation  of  their  private  Devori 
tionsi  and,  t^i. he  forewarns  th^oi  againft;  ' 

I.  By  p;M5ting  them  in  raind  that  thi$  Afr^ 
fctiafion  was[,no  unuftial  thing,  there  were: 
divers  Exam(ples  of  it  abroad  t  TbonPalt  not: 
^k  as  the  H}j^pcritef  are^  for  they,  love  to  fray 
(landing  in  the  Synagogues^  that  \%  ia  Places 
of  Concour/g,  ,not  reUgious  Worfliip,  and  in 
tpe  Corners  of  t(^  ^treeff^  tk^t  they: way ^bej 
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j^en  Tpf  MeM\  th^t  is,  whta  they  knevV  tlie/ 
^ould,  b^  obferved  by  a  grttt  ftianyy  they 
betook  therafeWes  tQ  theit  fmgle  Devotions; 
The  ^ewi(h'  People,  were  not  yet  grown  fo 
bad,  but  ir  was  a  Reputation  amongft  them 
to  be  thought  religions,  jtnd.tliercfore  tho 
Tharifees  took  all  Opportunities,  and  xiftd  all 
manner  of  Ways  to  gain  a  Fanje  for  Devoti- 
on and  Piety;  and  if  their  Labour  in  doing 
this  was  ridiculous  to  any,  i(;,was  not  bc- 
caqfe  Religion,  but  becaufe  Hypocfify  was  a 
ridiculous  thing;   but  this  thw  Hypocrify 
was  difcovered  but  by  a  few^  and  fo  they 
were  fecure  of  the  Praife  and  Admiration  of 
ItKe  tnodri  which  was  the  Thipg  they  aioied 
at     Now  ti^e  Way  of  tjiof?  ^Hypotrkes  to 
make  fheic  Devotions  o}jf<?fyejJ,^  by  faying- 
their  Prayers  ift. the  Streets^  is  but  oneln* 
fiance  of  a  great;  niany  Artifices  of  the  fam4 
Kind,  by  whk^^^  A^an^ra^y^give^  others  to 
uhderftand  tliat  he  ufes  to  fay  his  private 
iPnayers;  apd  our  Savioaf  ia  rebuking,  the 
one,  expofes  apd  difcountcnances  all  the  reft  5 
not  that  a  Man  ftiould  do  aiiy  fhing  to  make 
Others  believe  tliat  he  never  fays  his  Prayers, 
for  this  wou^d  be  a  Levvdiiefs  on  the  other 
fjde^  ijior;  tliat;  i  Ma^  fhpxAd  reckon  it  an 
Unhappine^'tQ  him  ip  ;ha^e  it  believM  that 
he  is  (fcvout  in  his  Cjofet;^.  no^  nor  that  h^ 
iGns  by  eve^y^  Indication,  .or  giving  any  To* 
ken,  or  making  apy  Shew. that  he  is  fo,  Joi^ 
ibmetioies  this  may  be  unayoklable^  bui:  iha( 
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*vs  2L  plain  Argument  of  Hypocrifjr  for  a  Mart 
to  ftudy  and  contrive  how  to  be  talk'd  of  foir 
his  Devotion,  and  ro  ord^  Things  on  pur-^ 
pofe  that  it  may  be  obferv'd;  for  thfe  is  that 
which  our  Saviour  chaises  upoii  the  Hypo- 
critesj  that  tfiey  lov*d  to  $ra)  to  be  fetn  of 
Men, 

i.  He  tells  theffl,  this  fc  Hyjk)crify ;  tha^ 
is,  tho'  they  preteflded  Cortfcience  of  theii* 
Duty  to  God,  yet  the  true  Spring  Of  their 
pretended  Devotion  is  Vainglory,  and  a  pe- 
fire  of  the  Fraife  tfMen* 

J.  He  forewarns  them  agairtft  this,  fey 
fliewing  themSyhat  they  wfll  lofe  by  it; 
Veriiy-^  I  fay  iftwf*  you,  they  have  their  Re- 
war^'f  that  is,  they  will  iofe  GpdV  Rewards, 
their  Prayers  fliall  obtain  f6r  them  what 
they  aim  at,  Which  is  the  Ap^laufe  of  Men, 
but  God  will  not  regard  t!^i%  becauie  in 
Troth  they  are  not  meant  ill  Be votion  to 
him.  •  .    ' 

4.  He  direfts  them  what  to  do  in  this 
Gaie,  for  the  avoiding  of  all  Temptations  to 
Viainrglory :  Thotty  ^hen  thot  frajfeSt,  entet 
ftov  thy  Clefiti  and  when  thou  hoB  fiut  ity 
*Door  fray  to  thy  Father  which  is  in  fecret; 
tliat  is,  retire  thy  felf  as  privately  as  thou 
canft,  and  let  none  but  God  be  a  Witneis  df 
thy  Devotions :  And  the  rcafon  of  the  Ad* 
vice  is  plain,  for  if  a  Man  prays  heartHy  and 
fervently  then,  he  may  conclude  his  Devoti- 
on to  fpriog  from  a  Senfe  of  i»«ty  j  for  here 
•  00 
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AO  VaJB-glory  Ota  creep  la  eo  mix  with  his 
Ends  'i  here  *tis  not  C^pUaoce  wkh  Cu-> 
ftcms,  and  wkh  the  :^amples  of  others  to 
gain  tibeir  good  ThgnghtS)  that  brings  him 
apon  iiis  Kaeds;  dio'  be  might  pofliblv  have 
fiifpedied  thofe  Realbos  co  have  had  iom^ 
Inflyedce  upoii  him  in  his  joining  with  the 
Prayers  of  T^io»s  A&mUi«i,  yet  when  he 
has  recir'd  in^  his  Cbfet,  and  Ihut  himi^ 
from  «he  Eye  of  all  the  World,  and  is  under 
the  Bye<of  God  only,  he  may  reaibnably  cen^ 
clode  that  his  iDefir^  and  Affe^ioos  are 
moved  only  by 'Reverence  td  God,  and  thd 
true  IPrindples  ef  Religion;  and  hence  we 
may  not  unneafCffiiably  infer  that  other  Con^ 
chifion/that  be  is  carried  by  the  (ame  Mo« 
tives,  and  led  by  the  fame  £nds,  even  when 
he  j()ins  in  public^  Prayer,  where  there  i^ 
Daf^er  of  mixing  good  and  bad  Ends  tc^ 
ihcr;  therefore,  feys  our  Saviour,  EMer  ittt* 
thj  Clefet^  4ind  voben  tbeu  haft  ^  thy  Door^ 
fr<y  t9  t^  Fathet  which  is  in  jecrtty  and  he 
that  feeth  in  feer4t  Jhall  reward  thee  o(>enlyi 
by  this  thou  mayil  gather  good  Confidence 
that  thy  Prayers  are  rewardable  Grayer  s  and 
fuch  as  God  approves  of,  becauie  thou  art 
fare  thefe  are  oi]fered  in  Duty  to  him,  and 
with  Regard  vo  him  only.  And  this  Rule  of 
our  Saviour  therefore  may  ferve  to  folve  a 
pretended  Difficulty,  viz,  why  a  Man  that- 
pniys  in  Company  with  others  can  4vitb  ft 
ytcle  Fio^y  aod  in  ft  tittle  Time)  grow  to 
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fach  Warmth  of\Aft>dioa  land  Fluency  of 

ExpreflSoaj.vtrhen.the  iauieiMin  in  his  CIp- 

fcf  can  hardly  .find  ajny  ;Etefii'es  ftrorigin  Jhiim^ 

any:  Mati;^  je^dy*  or  any  Words  to  (ay# 

Whatever  pretty  Rcaloiis .  .may.  be  givftn  fori 

tjii$4  I  dopljt'the  ReiafOftthe  Jeit  ifibrds  id 

the  tru^  oi^^jthat  is,  that^  Ibrt  of  Men  whd 

find  this  DiffereriC^  are  h[ideedao  better  than 

Hypocrites^  apd  that  they  Ifive,  the  Traije  (^ 

Men  mfire  than  th^  PffiiJk  pfGodt  there.  i4 

the  Applaufepf  the  Cou<p^y  with.whicU 

ihpF  pray^.and  the. Belief  vOf  their  being  ad- 

iuired^:,find  jthaj;  Teftiniofty  td-the  Po^«r£ak 

fV#  of  th^irt  Gift^,  Whichithff  (jro4nings  perr 

haps,  of  thgir  Bi;ethren  rbrii^.to  their  Earsj 

there  are  tMe  Things  to  raife  and  to  wiflu^ 

^cetheir.Spiritg,  ^od  foiiquipken  their  In-* 

yentioj[ij  ae4  K>  excite  itl^ir  Paffions,  too  td 

the  Hfiigh^i  ^l^it  when  tlier^Js  nothing  of 

tinst  Warfpt^i  zj)^  Heftt^  ^nothing  of  this  Lifej 

and  Zeal,  ?ipd  Quicknefs,  as  Coon  as  ever  they 

come  into  their  Clofefs  to  ptay  unto  God  i^ 

J^ret^At  feecpstoo  plain  tlwt  the  AiFedatioii 

oi  the  Proffyof.Men^  and  the  Pelight  of  be4 

lag  adp[}ired  by  them,  qan  do  greater  Thing? 

with  thend, 'and  work  therp  into  more  Zeal 

and  Concern,  than  the  Senfe  of  God's  Pre^ 

fence,  a;id^  the  Reverence  of  his  Majtfty^ 

tl>an  the  WeightineiS  of  thoTe^ Things  thajt  w^ 

ask  of  God,  than  any  truly  religious  AiFediF 

on;  for  thefe operate  eq^a^ly  whether  we  are 

in  the  Chyjrclx  or  in  the  Clofetj  agd.ther^ 

i    ;.      '  '  ^  fore 
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fbre  tlti$  K^  one  RtiifQii  \^y  Mire  nKJutd  be 
very  careful  to  j;)erfbrm  oflr  jirivate  l5fe\/oti* 
ons,  and  careful  to  keep  them  private  too^ 
chat  we  may  be  able  to  make  a  true  Judg- 
menc  of  Our  (^IVes,  ^bat  vre  ttfe  ind^  mo^' 
ved  by  a  Senfe  of  GOD  and  true  frellgfoui 
Defire,  and  by  the  Faith  alfo  of  that  Pre- 
fence  which  our  Saviour  here  minds  us  of; 
and  thy  Father  ^bieb  fevth  in  fecrei  fiali  re* 
xvard  then  o^enfy.     ' 

Having  cautionM  h&  Dliciples  agaiilfl:  the 
Hypocrify  erf  fhe\V£n^  Devotion  where  there 
b  Cbmpaiiy  to  take  notice  of  it,  but  having 
none  Idft  for  God,  our  Lord  proc^seds  to  a-' 
noth^r  Caution,  which  is  exprefs'd  in  thefe 
Words:  *B0  wbeHyefrajfi  life  not  vain  Re* 
fetitiotts^  ai  the  Heathen  dot  ^fdr  they  think 
that  they  fiali  he  heitrJ  for  tbiir  muchffeiih' 
i«g»  *Be  mot  ye  therefore  like  unto  them  :  for 
your  Father  knovaieth  what  Thirds  ye  have 
needofbef&t'eyeaslthim*' 

In  the  fir  ft  place  this  Caution  belongs  Cd 
publick  Prayers  as  well  as  privatie,  the  Rea- 
fon  holding  both  to  the  orte  £ind  to  tlie  other ; 
aridibme  do  obferve,  that  the  Numbfir  being ' 
chang'd  here  implies  this ;  before  it  was,  But 
thou,  when  thoufrayefi,  the  Phrafe  implying 
the  Pt^yer  of  a  fin^c  Perfon  ^  but  here  it  is, 
'But  when  ye  payy  lie  not  like  untothd  Hea- 
then: I  lay  no  grtat  Strefs  upoii  this,  it  is 
fufficient  that  the  Redfda'  holds  equafly  a- 
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vate.^y«rj  fyr  r<iur  Fafiheri  kptm^k  i»li€b 
things  ye  havf'mekd.ffj^fweye  41k.  hm^  ' 
'.  And  here.  firA  Mt  ^  ocn^v^ex  the  Msaniog 
and  die.  E^tef^  9^'t^  lC^UPB^;3<idi  of  Ibe 
^learfon^lierfby  k  is  ^aferc'd* .;:..;; 

,  :., ,    ,  Mm  t-|iQ:C*«tiwi.. ,.  ,  .  . 

1.  I ,  obferV^i,  t%1i  thfy  fire  not  bj^r^ly. 
Repetitions,  but  vainAefetifi^nfy^?H\ik\\,Qxxt 
&TiOT^fQrb^^;^.^^haii.♦l^ftepeI«ttOll«i;^^e- 
ther.  of  the;  f^q^g  Mattift'.er  of  ^  ^afSH^ 
Wordsj  arj^  not  ya^^  ;fe.^?|ift  fron?  the  Scriph 
ture,  and  p^HCQlgi:ly  lirQm}  i?^vfrfiV  t*|aliiis,. 
wherp  vye;  fjnd. Rf p^iicioas/.ufed.w  Fprpis lOf. 
IRrayer  and  Tliapkfgiv^^  nj©^e  tlig|i:  flftce,; 
ajid  fion?  f he.  Ey^tPplevW . opr  S^viJ\jr, .  who . 
io  his  grayer,  ift  ,t|ia  C*j:d^a  thrice  wjV  f^^ 
vfry  y'^s/tf  Wordsy  ;Kep»iuQns  o£  the  faaie 
Pewn  ni^y  hftnf|;tiral  Bxpre0Q«i,  of  %  fer- 
vent and  vehement  ^fire*  aod  whe^  they 
are  w|5elx.fnd  jwdfeiQu^y  imt  infi>  a  R)nn  ot 
Pjaj^eV^G!i3T'hgft|f^i,yii|g,;.they.  flW  fervelp^ 
raire;i>^,At]^£)!iQns.Q^,an.bQn$ft  MiiOd;  4itfi 
to  ex<ji6%  gjregiEr  Dfgpee^  of  Zeai  and:  Ear- 
n'eAnefp.;  -bsc.whep  ;^fiy,^re  htought.  in  for 
nofiiing:|}p^'t0  fill  m  rpi^h^^  for  vwant  of  new^ 
or  better  "Nilajetpr,  OP  when  they  a^e.tbwlj  k^ 
w'ithojj^  Choice  and  tru& Judgment,  tjiey  ate 
very  na^fpons^  and  .^iji^^vory,  and .  no.  wjy;  l»* 
coQitog.our.  Addr€(^'  io  tlie  infifiice  Majefty 
of  God*   "Therefore, 
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.2.  I  obfervc,  that  ou:  .Saviour  explains  his 
limning  of  vain  Re^etkls'.ts  by  what  fol- 
lows in  thfife  Words,  <zj  the  Heathen  Sy  for 
the)  think  thty  fiall  be  beard  for  their  mmh 
fpeaking;  by  which  you  may  fee  that  the 
kepetiticsi  defin'd  to  be  irain  by  our  Saviour, 
and  to  fignify  nothing  to  tbe  End  of  Pi-ayer, 
is  what  proceeds  from  an  AffeCtatioA  6(much 
ffeakingy  and  drawing  out  Prayo*  to  a  great 
Length  by  ufing  a  Multitude  of  Words;  but 
yet  this  is  not  fb  to  be  underftood  as  'k  the 
mere  Length  of  Prayer  was  vain,  for  we  find 
that  out  &viour  continued  a  whole  Night  in 
Prayer',  and  therefore  fo  long  as  the  Words 
and  Sentfenqes  are  well  W6ighed,  and  the  At-- 
fedion  of  the  Mind,  Which  is  the  chief  Thing 
in  Prayer,  is  anfwerable,  the  Length  of  the 
Prayer  is  not  vain,  but  prc^table,  and  Uaves 
a  deeper  Impteffion  of  Godlinefs  and  Divin'e 
Pdnciples  u^n  the  Mind  of  a  devout  Man: 
But  it  happens  feldom  that  Men  are  di(pofed 
to  nbke  Prayers  of  a  vaft  L^ng^  with  fuit-: 
able  AffeOrions,  apd  therefore  it  is  wot  ill' 
Advice  of  thol^  Divines,  who  i^ther  recom- 
mend frequent  Prayers  thah  long,  ones,  it' 
being  more  eafy  to  maintain  a  devout' leni- 
per  of  Mind  be^tting  us^  whfen  we  fpeak  to 
the  Ma|e4y,  of  CJod,  to  maintain  this,  J  lay, 
ia  frequent  Intervals,  than  if  they  were  aQ' 
pot  t(^ether;  anjl  no  lefs  profitable  are  qiany 
fach  Prayersi,  thin  one  long  Priyer,  becaufe 
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they  leave  as  lifting  good  Impreflions'upon 
the  Mind  as  the  other.  There  may  be  good, 
and  fometimes  almoft  neceffary  Ocdafions.  of 
ufing  long  Prayer,  and  when  the  Mind  is^ 
difpofed  to  long  Devotion,  fiich  Prayier  is  not\ 
vain;  but  when  a  Prayer  is  drawn  out  to 
Length  merely  in  AfFcdation  of  much  fpeak^ 
ing^  as  if  God  were  more  eaply  prevaiPd  with 
by  a  great  many  Words  than  by  a  few,  it  is , 
vain  and  irreverent  towards  God;  and  unpro- 
fitable to  a  Man's  felf.    And  this, 

J.  Appears  more  fully  from  that  Illuft rati- 
on of  dur  Saviour's  Meaning,  which  we  haveJ 
from  thefe  Words,  as  tht  Heathen  do^  for 
tlieir  Manner  was  to  call  upon  their  Gods  for 
many  Houi^s  together,  fometimes  in  the  fame 
Words,  fometimes  with  Variety,  ^thinking 
that  their  Gods  would  be, willing  to  granti 
theru/any  thing  if  they  howlM  long  enough  f 
and  of  this  we  have  an  Inftance  in  the  Old 
Teftament,  to  wit,  the  Priefts  of  Badl^  thar 
from  Morning  to  Evening  cali'd  upon  their: 
Idol,  faying  little  elfe  but,  O'Baal  bear  us , 
diis  tlijey  ciird  feting  upon  their.  Gods,  as  if 
tjiey  thought  to  ma^e  them  hear,  and  to  pre-: 
vail,  whether  thejf;  would  or  not.  Now  when^ 
ouf  Saviouc  bids  44s  not  to  be  like  to  them^- 
he  implies,  that  God  will  hear  us  never  the 
np(Qre  tor  affe^^ing  Tedioufnefs,  and  a  Multi- . 
tude  of  WQrds ^  and  therefore  tliis  Caution- 
of  our  Saviour  is  a  Rebuke  to  thqfe  Men  that* 
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think  a  Prayct  good  for  nothihg  unlefs  it  be 
a  long  one,  and  that  God  is  not  plcafed  with 
it  if  it  be  not  of  their  ufual  Size,  and  that 
teach  Men  to  affe£l  the  making  a  long  Speech 
to  God,,  rather  than  to  compofe  their  Minds 
to  a  due  Senfc  of  God,  and  of  the  Things 
they  are  to  fpeak  to  him :  Hence  it  comes  to 
pafe  that  their  Followers,  who  want  a  ready 
Invention,  muft  needs  proceed  till  the  ufu^I 
Time  is  fpent,  and  whatever  comes  on't  thdy 
are  fare  to  go  on,  and  are  afraid  of  nothing 
more  than  of  making  an  End  too  foon.  And 
as  for  the  better  Sort  of  ihem,  that  are  not 
forced  to  fupply  themfelves  with  fuch  abfurd 
Repetitions  as  the  Prophets  of  Baal  ufed,  but 
are  ftiU  fp  happy  as  to  light  upon  new  Mat- 
ter, fo  long  as  they  afFeft  Length  and  Multi- 
plicity of  Words,  they  fall  under  the  Reproof 
of  our  &Lviour  in  this  Place,  doing  like  the 
Heathen,  who  thought  to  he  heard  for  tbeir 
much  [peaking.    But, 

•  4.  Altho'  God  is  not  taken  wich  a  Multi- 
tude of  Words  (for  to  fuppofe  this  implies  a 
mean  and  difhonourable  Opinion  of  him) 
yet  Care  is  to  be  taken  of  the  Words  of  Pray- 
er themfelves,  that  tliey  be  decent,  and  fuch 
as  may  argue  our  Reverence  of  him  to  whom 
we  fpeak ;  therefore  natural  Reafon  will  in- 
form us  that  the  Words  of  our  Prayer  ought 
to  be  plain  and  proper,  the  Expreflions  grave 
^ind  modeft,  natural  and  eafy;  all  which  is 
C  J        '  certainly 
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certainly  beft  prQvided  for  by  ufing  of  Forms 
in  our  daily  Devotions  dnd  ordinary  Occafi-c. 
ons  of  Prayer;  aad  w^  may  th^nk  Qod  thafi 
pur  Church  is  plentifully  fuppUed  with  Weft 
compoled  Forms  for  all  ordinary  Ocdaildns^* 
whether  of  Families  or  private.  Pecfons,  a* 
well  as  fhe  is.  fqrnifj^ed  ^^ith  a  liturgy  for 
tlie  publick  Service  of  God.  \  know  witfi- 
what  Confidence  fome  Men  pre):end  th^fujch 
FqiTOs  are  needjefs,  beqauf?  the  Spirit  of  God* , 
fbppiies  his  People  with  Abilitks  to  pray 
without  them  y  but  this  Pretence  caanot  re- 
move the  Nee4  of  Forms,  unlefs  it  be  farther  ' 
feicl,  that  tiie  ^pjrit  puts  Words  in  their 
Mouths  too ;  but  if  this  wipfje  true,  then,  this 
Caution  which,  our  §avio\jr  gives  his  Difci- 
ples  againft  vam  Repetitions^  and  an  afFe£ted 
Multitude  of  Words,  is  utterly  needlefs;  for 
there  is  no  room  for  proh^king  them  to  ufe 
vain  Repetitions  in,th§ir  Prayers, .who  utter 
no  Words  but  what  the  Spirit  didates  to 
them,  for  then  it  would  be  impoflible  to  ut- 
ter any  vain  Repetitions  at  all,or  elfe  the  Spi- 
rit it  felf  muft  be  the  Author  of  this  Vanity 
when  it  happens ;  and  this  plainly  ibews  the 
Frivoloufnefs  of  this  Pretence,  by  which  Men 
would  cover  tUeir  Boldnefe  in  uttering  to 
Qod  Words  without  Difcretipn,  or  making 
Trial  how  long  their  Invention  will  h(M  out 
In  uttering  Prayers  fuddenly  conceived* 

I  proceed 
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I  proceed  now  tdthe  Rea%i  upon  which 
our  Savwur's  Caution  is  ^roiu^d^d:  Voryout 
lather .^wms  what^lMwgs.^ou  Have  need  of, 
Thatjs,     ,  .  . '  . 

I .  iThe  End  of  Prayer,  Is  not  to  inform  God 
what  wp  want,  for  he  knows  it  before;  tho' 
he  win  not^rant  his  greateft  Bleifings  and 
Favours  but  to  tliofe  that  ask/^yet  this  is  noc 
becaufc  he  was  ignorant  of  our  Needs  before, 
but  becayfe  he    ""  ^         '  -i-v*_.-:_   ■   __ 

ftant  Senfe  of 
our  Needs  j  nc 
tho'  our  Words 
be  hoty;,  aqd 
prefent  with  u 
but  there  iu>  joo 
of.  WordSi  as  tn 
I»'d  this  grofs 
rfiat  they  oi^I) 
to  be  aone,  ^io 
ODs,  chat'if  |:h'(E 
one,  .they  njigl 
ther,  as  was' 
when  they  car 
Vidory  for  the 
Peribos  came  t 
alter,  they  can 
their  particular 
ful  not  to  oni^ 
all  Matters  of 
Qough  i^r  us  cio 
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his  'gcod  MVttfetice'o^fet  'u?,-lrr  geiieral 
Wofds,  to  cajV  our  fclVes  uport  hfe'  Mercy 
add  I^roreftrbn;  and  tor  entreat  Wm  to  fend 
us  \yhat  is  beft  for  us,  whicjhi  i§  always  well 
(cnpwri  to  hior,  wfiefeas  w6  4^^^^  ig- 

lioranrof  it;  knd  thien^S  for  more' particular 
pefires  of  his  Grace,  arid  llrofe  Spfrtfaiil  Blef- 
JRngs  which  h<e  has  encoura^d  arid  command- 
ed us  to  aslr,  ft^  knows  our  n^kf  of  thefe 

ut  he  will  have 
lion  fundry Ac* 

r  Father  ifitfw^ 
dpflepire  we 
[le  is-.'atfo  very 
t6'^1!hidm,  arid 

sfeed' he.is  wil-'^ 
rduld-^therefbre^ 
might  beftow^ 
tieo^  there  is  no^ 
'cr  into  a  Mul-' 
i^ere  of  himfelf 
S  races  upon  usj* 
^  much  j^takin^; 
7ail-;  for  where^ 
and  true  Faith,* 
d  afl  the  good' 
n  for  his'Grace^ 
rthe'^Mati-'isks;; 
lain, and  gravt, 
i^if]  fervt  for  the  outWarcJ  feprcllion  of 
^^'^\  '^'^    ^       •      0   >         .     '     Prayer 
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Prayer  as  well  as  a  long,  artificial,  and  infi^ 
tiaating  Oration,  and  will  Hgnify  our  Belfef 
of  God's  Goodne(s  a  great  deal  better  than 
chat  way  of  flaking,  for  it  is  feldom  us*d 
hue  with  defign  t6  prevail  upon  the  Afiedi- 
,<m$'of  Men  that  are  prefumed  to  be  back, 
ward,  and  (bmething  averfe  from  the  Foinc 
to  which  the  Orator  would  bring  them,  and 
therefore  this  is  no  way  6t  to  be  delivered  to 
the  great  Majeily  of  the  all«wiie  and  infinite- 
ly good  God,  who  knows  our  Wants,  and 
is  ready  to  fupply  them,  and  will  reward  our 
fer^rent  and  holy  Prayers  with  doing  what  is 

hf  ft  for  us. 

'  And  thus  much  for  tile  Explication  and 
Illuftration  of  the  Text. 

I  (hall  conclude  with  putting  you  in  mind 
what  the  true  Ufe  and  Excellence  of  Prayer 
is,  and  that  will  eafily  fhew  it  felf  when  the 
vain  End  of  feekins  the  Glory  of  Men,  and 
riiafvain  Ufe  of  making  many  Words,  are  fet 
allide.  The  true  End  of  Prayer  is  doing  Ho- 
nour to  God,  and  doing  Good  to  our  telves  j 
and  one  of  the  bed  Ufes  of  it  is,  to  leave  fuch 
a  like  Senfe  upon  pur  own  Minds  as  we  do 
expreis  in  our  Words,  and  this  is  properly 
effeHttial  Prayer;  for  Inftance,  When  our 
joayer  for  any.  Worldly  Good  that  we  ftand 
in  need  of  leaves  us  difpofed  to  refign  our 
Wills  to  God ;  when  our  Prayer  for  God's 
Grace  makes  us  careful  otherways  to  obtain 
jt  'f  when  our  Prayer  for  his  Pardon  prompts, 

us 
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us  tp  Repeo^aoce,  ^ad  makes  tis  xliligeot  to 
amend  our  \J^«s,\  wl^q  Qur  Prayfctlm  Gpq 
w6uld  forgivf.our  Eoemies  difpoiej.us  to  finr^ 
^fvd  and  rove  them,  and  to  l?e  iumore  per-i 
led:  Charit:^  with  them  tham.befioire,.  aiwl  Uiq 
liHe ;  this'ifi  "Prayer  that  is  available  Vitl^ 
God)  and  will  procurt;  the|  Efl^):  of  aH  his^ 
goo(l  Promi%r:  ant^  our  Hetvenly  /Wibifr: 


'       4S^55l$W!!S5$^^ 
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SER.MON  n. 

Of  Forms  of  Praycn 


i^^ 


Beirig  thefecond  introdu^yDfJi^f^fii 
to  the  ExfofitmrftheVO^'p^ 
PRAYER. 


I      I    ■«•" 


Matth.  VLix. 

JJterthis  m^ner  therefare  ^r<g}9K  — — 

COQcerniog  ibe  Realbas  of  our  ObligftU-' 
ons  to  Prayer,  and  thtei  Ends  of  k  we 
are  to  prc^ufid.  to- our  felves,  aiid.rdore  par-« 
ticul^ly  concQt^fiing  two  Cautions  about  it 
gfveo  us  b^  our  Saviour,  the  oiQe  agalaft 
Vaio-glory  and  Hypocrify,  the  other  apmft 
vmn  ^^etit'tom  '^  d>at  PorfiMrmaoce,  I  dif> 
CQurSbd  to  you  the  h&,  tipte  from  the  four 
Verfes  fi)r^oinft :  Now  Our  Lord  havii^  in- 
ftru^ed  hi$  Difeiples  to  beware  of  the  A&- 
Nation  of  much  fpeaking  in  Prayer,  wtuch 
was  the  iatter  Cautioa  in  the  two  Verfes  im* 

mcdi-" 
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mediately  foregoing  the  Text,  prppeeds  to 
^ive  them  a  FORM  of  PRAYER  framed  . 
srccording  to  that  Caution,  and  introduceth 
it  wjtlv  thefe  Wor(Js,  ^ter  thif  mamter  there' 
foreWay)e.         ;         -  \  * 

tipoh  which  Words  I  fhafl  lay  ifometninc 
concernipg  jPornis  of  Player,  iff  the  aencral, 
and  that,  with  the  foregoing  Difcourte,  (hall 
f^rve.as  a  Preface^  to  ^yhatJ[  ioteod  tQ„(ay40 
.  ypu  on  tlic  mol  e^ellent  j^orm  of  Prayer  m 
tfli^lMl^v^ing  Vfeffes.^  '  '  -  ■^^^- 

Words,  Jfcer  fha  manner  th&refoYe  pay  ye ^ 
there  hath  been  of  late  YeaH  i  Difpute,  the 
ijrft  of  that  Kind  that  ever  the  Church  knew^ 
and  that  is,  Whether  his  Intention  were  to 
oblige  his  Difcjpl?s;|:(>  u|e  thaf:  Prayer  as  a 
Form  of  Invocatioq,  or  only  to  frajne  QtJier 
Prajrers  by  it,  as  by  a  Pattern?  They  that 
are  of  this  latter  Opinion,  have  taken  it  up  in 
bdhiatf  of  citfehiporary  Prayers,  in  which  botl^ 
MatWrr  and  Words  are  left  to  prevent  Inven.-' 
tion^^;  and  (b  the  Difpute  is  not  concerning 
this  Form  of  the  Lord*s  Prayer,  and  other 
Fwms  of  Prayer,  but  concerning  Forms  of  - 
Pra^ttr,  and' Pr^yiers  extemporary.    Now, 

I.  We  that  contend  that  f he  Lord's  Prayer 
ii  pirefcribed  as  a  Form,  do  hot  contend  that 
W)  other  Form-  is  to  be  ufed  but  that,  for  Our 
Saviour  gave  no  fuch  Intimation,  and  the  > 
Praftice  of  his  Apoftles  and  firft  pifciples 
plainly  fhewed  the  contrary. 

2.  We 
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2.  VTe  alfo'^grsnt  that  it  was  intended  a» 
a  Pattern  to  frame  other  Prayers  by.  ^   , 

J.  We  do  not  fay  that  the  prefcribing  of 
this  Form  fhews  all  Prayers- fuddenly  concoi-* 
ved  to  be  unlawful,  or  implies  that  they  are 
forbidden. 

But  that  which  we  pretend  is  this,  That' 
the  prelcribing  of  this  Form  of  Prayer  plainly 
tmpliepdie  Lawfuhie^  of  any  Forms;  and 
moreoveir,  that  the  Ufe  of  Forms  hath  (un- 
dry  Advantages  above  extemporary  Eftufi- 
ons,  which  ar«  enough  to  determine  a  wife 
Man  to  pre&r  thie  former  before  the  latter. 
I  fhall  therefore  do  diefe  two  Things. 

1.  Prove  that  Our  Saviour  prefcribed  this 
Form  of  Prayer,  to  be  ufed  as  fuch  by  his 
Difciples;  and' it  certainly  proves  the  Law- 
fulne^  of  Forms,  that  there  is  one  Form 
which  we  are  bound  in  Duty  to  ufe.  And, 

2.  Shall  fhew  the  Advantages  of  Forms  of 
Prayer  above  the  other. 

I.  That  our  Saviour  prefcribed  this  Prayer, 
to  be  ufed  by  his  Difciples  ia  that  Form  of 
Words  wherdn  he  deliver'^  it 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  i>roving  of  which, 
I  cannot  but  .take  notice,  with  fome  Trouble 
to  what  a  State  Religion  and  Chriftianity  is 
reduced  ainongft  us  by  Men  pretending  to 
Reformation,  that  we  mould  be  put  to  prove 
fuch  plaia  Things,  and  to  juftify  fuch  an  un- 
queftionable  Duty  as  this  is.  Should  a  Bi- 
loop  or  PaftQr  of  the  ancieat  Church  have; 
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^peiit  a  Sermon  to  prove  that  tlie  Lb&^D's 
Prayer  m^ht,  and  ought  to  be  faid  by  Chfk 
ftians  in  toeir  t>evotions,  the  Pei^le  might 
\(^ell  have  gazed  and  wondfed  9X.  it^  and  ^i, 
who  ever  made  i  Qjieftion  <^  it  ?  But  Thifig!» 
are  come  to  tha^  pais,  that  one  Pretence:  Up^r 
on  .which  fomi  Men  clainri  td  thenifelv€l  a 
purer  Worfhfp  1^  that  the  jr.  have  i^jeded  thfe 
Ufe  of  all  Forms  of  Prayar,  nOt  ^xoeptm 
THAT  Which  our  Saviour  faimfelf  i;aught  his 
pHciptes.  Siirdy  the  LoiHi's  Prayer  fhoold 
have  efcaped  the  Sentence  of  Condemnation, 
when  they  ifi^re  palEng  Judgment  upon  ipct^^ 
tended  Superftitions^  l>ut  their  Caufe  wouldo 
not  fiiifer  It',  for  had  the  U&  of  this  Form 
been  left  prefcribed  amoogft  thettf^ves,  iE 
had  {k)od  as  a  perpefcual  Rebuke  to  their  re- 
)e^d|  all  other  "Fdrms,  as  (Unfit  and  unlaw- 
ful... Joi  the  Caie  therefore  ftands^  we  afr 
6bl^ed  to  defend.  th6  Ufe  of  this  Prayer  i 
which  our  Lord  HH^BLF  ^referibed^  and 
to  cheek  the  growing  c£  that  fcandalbus  £r« 
ror  which  hath  fee  it  afide.  :     ' 

It  is  the  exprefe  Order  t£  obr  Saviour^  thAt 
hi^  DSfciples  flKMild  ufe  the.  Prayer  he  tau^t 
them  as  a  FdriRy  ifor  this  febms  i6  be  the' 
Meaning  of  thdfo  Words,  ^ter  this  matmer 
therefore  fray. ye'.%  lio,  by  foitae  it  is  thought 
^ter  this  manner  fi^nifies,  tatbis  purpofe,  and- 
therefore  a  Form;  is  not  here  prefcribed^  I 
cotifeft  t;be  Phrafe  bid  been  dearer  if  it  mxl 
fawen  literally  rendred,  'Qt>t«{  h  *£^$vxt<»*  ^nJltf 
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fnty>jte  therffoirt.TfiUSi  tho'  evenilic  Ex- 
prwOSoBOK  as  kisiaauFTraBftidon  (all  things 
coofidcrad)  is.  a6  if  our  Lord  bad  fiiidy  Ufe  tbm 
fc^m.^  Prayer i  and  the  reafon  ii,  becaufe 
it  jsa^i^in  of  Prayer  c|iat  imaaiediately  fbU 
IqW;^  thde  ^ocds;  im  if  oar  Siviouc  had  iiv 
tended  oolv  a  Dlircdarv  for  the  Matter,  it  is 
fmolMihle  mat  he  wbold  not  imve  recited  a 
FafiflRiOf  Pra^rer.itt.al^y  but  rather.  ha«e  iaid, 
*'  Wliett  |«  pmjcv  7^V  ^  fo^^  Fslther  which 
^  is  io  UBavcfl,  thai  Us  it^anie.:iitty  be  faal- 
^  ktwcdv  tbaK  Jbk  Jiiagdom  tnay  come,,  tfaao 
"  bif  WSl  i»a]li>e  doae  on  Ba£t&  as  it  is  in 
"  Heali^tfi^  6^0.  after  lucb  a  mnoer  as  we 
Isaow  t^bc^  batfc  doue  wJio  have  di^aragsd 
Barm^y  iiu^  pnsfcr&cd.  Diredories.  Btic 
w:bat:|«er.  fiipce^tkin  may  be  taken  fnom  thefe 
\!I^Qr0l'iQ  St.3J!B^iiaav  thofeiitSt.  Luke  are 
p^f^Pdoad  hpDMttQ  the  Bofinefi^  Ltike  1 1.  2« 
for  ibote  we  find t&at whenOnBof.ouc Lord's 
£|ifi;i]|Ad9  defircd!  h«s  to  ieask  them  to  prh^ 

Whtkytrftayfj^.Quv  Fatbet,  ice.  and  to  iky 
t|iat  J&^er,  is  nothmg  eUe».  ^cad  can  be  no- 
tUa^  dfey^  bat!  tQiu^the  very  Words  of  it, 
a&t^aret:berftpreicribed  v 

.  al  .This  ieems  to  be  ^her  clear  from 
Uncsi.  dmtidur  ]u»rd  prefcrSttci  this  Prayer 
tQ'htti  Difciples  at  twafeveFai  times,  oncejof 
hb  ownl  Mcordy  St  another >tane  when  ho 
wasaskedi  for  ^ftru^on  ftonr^to  pray ;  for 
he  taught  dus:  Eraysc  when  he  pceache^.to. 
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liis  Diltbiples  from  the  Mounts  whidi  :5ri 
Matthew  here  gives  us  an  Account  of;  aiHt 
again,  wJien  one  of  hk  Difcifles  came  to  Him 
and  faid,.  Lord,  teacbtif.tofra)t,  as  John  alfh 
taught  his  Difcif'lesy  as  we  r&id  ia  thQ  fdrQ^ 
quoted  xich'  Cmpcer  of  St.  Luke,  ver.  r,  si 
Now  I  fhould  think  it  is  verfr  plain  frcMdt 
hence  that  Qur  Saviour's  Intention  waft  td 
prefpribe  a  Form  of  Prtcycr,  hqcaufe  oiiier« 
wife  he  had  the  ieoond  time  at  kaft  eidiec' 
^ven  them  a.  Form  in  other.  Words,  or  ra-' 
ther  no  Form  of  Words  at  all,  bat  teid  only' 
iniiruded  them  in  the  Matter  of  Prayer^  le(f 
by  twice  givii^  them  the  fame  Prayer  fae  had' 
led  them  into  this  Miftake^  that!  diey  ttrere 
to  &.y  this  very  Prayer  in  their  oidina^y  De-. 
votions;  this  is  fo  prefiingan  Ai^mient,  l^f 
they  of  the  other  Side  have  fcarce^ahylwayto 
avoid  it,  but  by  pretending  that  it  is  not  ther 
fame  Prayer  in  ^t.  Luke  wiikh  i^t  fhid  in: 
St.  Matthew  y  for  fay  they  there  is  this  I^ 
verity  of  Bxpreflion  in  the  one  from  tl»3^ 
other,  that  the  Petition  which  in  St;  il(£^>t 
thew  k  thus  expre^,  Far^ve  us^  our.DebtSy 
afi  we  forgive  our  Debtors,  is  in'Sc  Lsthe  cbos ' 
exprefled,  Andfotgive  us  our  Sms;  for  weJtU  ■ 
fo  forgive  every  one  that  is  indebted  to  m^  \  but 
this  \%  a. poor  Cavil,  and  may  be'anfwered' 
thus;  that  if  the  difierence  d*  two  or  dii^' 
Words,  where  not  only  the  Scofe,  but  the 
manner  of  Expre^on  is  die.  £une,.  may  ieem ' 
to  at-gue  an;  thii^  a^inft  the  Lord^  Prayer 
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as  a  Form,  then  the  great  Conformity  in  the 
Words  and  Expreffion  in  both  Places  do 
more  ftrongly  argue  ttet  it  was  int^ded 
as  a  Form^  efpecially  if  this  be  confidered^ 
that  tt»re  are  hardly  any  Forms  of  Speak* 
ing  any  where  twice  repeated  in  Soriptare, 
IQ  which  there  is  a  greater  Conformity  and 
Samencfe  of  Words  than  in  the  Lord's  Pray* 
er,  as.  we  find  it ;  in  St.  Matthew^  and  m 
St4  Luke.  Surely  then  it  was  not  for  no- 
thing  that  at  different  Times,  and  upon 
two  different  Occafioi^,  our  Lord  ftiU  taught 
this  Prayer,  and  that  it  hath  flood  fo  whde 
and  entire  in  two  Evangelifls*  And  what 
elfecan  be  inferr'd  from  it,  than  that  our 
Saviour  intended  bis  Difciples  fhould  talce 
notice,  that  this  Form  of  Prayer,  !which  lia 
once  taught  them  up(Hi  the  Mount,  he 
would  ncM:  depart  from?.. Therefore  when 
he  was  asked  afterwards  to  teach  ;his  Difci-* 
pies  to  pray,  he  gave  them  no  other  than  he  ^ 
did  at  firft.  As  to  the  Obfervation  concern- 
iog  the  Doxology  being  added  in  St.  Mat-^ 
thew,  and  left  out  in  St.  Lukey  I  need  fay 
no  more,  than  that  thcfe  Words,  For  thine 
» the  Kjngdam^  the  Power ^  and  the  Qlory^ 
for  ever  and  ever^  were  an  ufual  ConcluG-* 
on  of  Prayer  in  the  Synagogue,  and  there- 
fore it  was  not  needful  to  exprefs  jt  above 
once* 

I.  It  is  to  be  confidered  that  our  Saviour 
Uught  his  E)ifciplcs  this  Prayer  in  Sti  Luke 
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Ui^aloccafioil  of  the  ^efirc  of  q»b  of  ttera 
,that  lifi  Xi^oold  teach  thfem  to  prvy,  as  John 
k]fn^tai%bt  his  Difiiples^  for  fiOm  Jience  it 
fbUo^s  that  he  taught,  them  a  Form  of 
Ptayer ;:  for  it  was  not  only,  the  Cuftem  of 
tte  ^wit  to  :ufe  Forms  of  Pra/er,  Jbut  fot 
tiffin  (irindp^  Rahhk»  or  Mafters  ^oK^g^i: 
thrift  td.teath  their  Scholars  a  certaio  Form 
ot  PrayqrxfiWipc^d  for.  therti,  by.the^ufing 
of.iwi&kihey.  weiie  -knowri  to  be  Scholar* 
of  focH  a  ,Mafter ;  in  Gompliancc  tO  which 
Cufteiii  ffbtei  is  it  ap^ars  by  the  Place  m 
Sfc  Lwte^  taught  his.  Difciples  a  Fo^m  of 
Prayeil^.  b^y  which  ^f^^^^s  Difciples.  were  di-r 
ftind  from  all  other.  Now  our  SaViour  ha-» 
vii^  ^tthtted  Difciples,  (hie  of  them  alfo 
CMm  tb  him^  defiring  hita  to  tcAcH  them 
to  pray^ais  Jdm  \nd  tar^ht  his  I^ciples^ 
(i»  €%)  to  ifcach  thebi,  aWb  a  Fortn  of  Prayer, 
hy  ^^ihidii  tlicy  might  l)e  Jcnown^  to  be  his 
Difc^ltsr^.dnd  to  owcl  liim  for  their  Mafter. 
Now  ft  ispkin  tha:t  hci  yielded  to  that  Re^ 
queft^iiy  teaching  thcraa  Prayer,  arid  th^c* 
fore  that  his  Intent  was  to  teadh  thitm  2l 
Form  of  Prayer ;  this  was  the  fatcadon  of 
the  Diltiple  that  deiired  him  to  teach  them 
to  pray^  and  therefore  it  muft  needs  he  out 
Lord's  txx^  unlefs  he  had  otherwife  inform# 
ed  that  Difcipte,  and  the  reft  of  th^m,  whfch 
we  find  not  that  he  did,  but  have  thisrca- 
fon  to  believe  that  he  did  not,  that  upon  this 
Occafion  he  taught  them  the  very  fame 
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Prayer  that  he  had  before  taught  from  the 

Mount. 

There  b  indeed  an  ObjeQioa  againft  all 
this-fometimes  produced,  which  is,  that  we 
do  not  find  that  the  Apoftles  ever  lifed  this 
Prayer,  therefore  they  ufed  it  not,  therefore 
they  did  not  underftand  that  our  Saviour 
prefcribed  it  as  a  Form.    But  is  this  a  good 
Argument,  we  do  not  read  that  the  Apo- 
ftles  ufed  it?  It  is  granted  that  the  Lord's 
Prayer  was  prefcribed  as  a  Pattern  of  Pray- 
er i  this  is panted  (I  iay)  by  thofe  who  are 
not  willing,  to  grant  that  it  was  intended 
for  a  Form  of  Prayer/,  but  do  we  find  that 
ever  the  Apoftles  ufed  it.as  a  Rule  of  Prayer? 
Do  we  read  that  ever  they  prayM  at  all  be- 
fore our  I^rd^s  Afcenfion  r  Shall  we  there- 
fore condiidc  that  they  d|d  not?  He  had  re- 
quired them  long  before  to  pray  for  their 
Enemies,  cb.  5.  v*  ^4..  but  till  after  his  Af- 
cenfion we  do  not  lind  that  they  did  fo;  fs 
it  reafonable  therefore  to  infer  that  till  then 
they  never  fpray'd  for  them  ?  Is  it  not  more 
proper  to  argue  thus : ,  Chrift  gave,  them 
fuch  a  Q)mraand,  iherefoce  in  all  likelihood 
they  put  it  in  practice,  tjio'  we  read  not  o^ 
fuch  their  )Pra£lice,  than  to  argue  on  this 
fefliion;  we  read  not  .tljat  they  put  it  in 
praOrice,  therefore  they  underftood  no  fuch 
Command  ? 

It  is  objefled  farther,  that  fuppofing  the 
Apoftles  cQnft^ntly  ufed  the  ijo^d's  Prayer 
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MB  thdr  Devotioiis,  fit^tti  the  iTime  they 
were  firft  tau^t  it,  whjr^  m  uTrn^  it  they 

did  aot  ask  m  tlie  Name  of  Cbrii}:,  to  be 

heard  for  hts  &ke,  as  he  told  thpm^  J^bn^ 

i6,  ^^  Hitherto  bave  ye  asked  utrthing  in 

my  A^^2»^;,  d^refbre  the  Ufc  of  it  was  not 

proper  to  he  owtittued*    To  this  I  anfwei^ 

It  is  true  mdedl  that  the  Difelpks  of  Chrift 

could  not;  be  fisppbfed  to  me^n  to  pra}^  in 

the  Name  of  Chnft,  much  leis  to  do  it  ex- 

prcfiy,  before  tibey  underftood  rightly  the 

grand  Polaisof  his  Merits  and  InterceHion^ 

but  when  at  bngth  they  wefe  led  into  all 

Tratb^  they  did  pray  in  the  Nafflteof  Chrlflr, 

and  wheb  they  prayed  in  his  Name  expli- 

keir  of^her  Devotions,  lio  doubt 

I'  U^  the  Ufe  of  the  Piiyer  he  had 

m,  they  kncxfr  verv  wefl  how  to 

only  in  his  Words,  but  in  h^ 

}^  as  we  do;    Thterc  are  other 

.  a5  trifling  ais  Aefe  I  have  laentt- 

cned,  which  I  ihall  not  abufe  ytxir  Patience 

withal;  Iwit  I  ihall  oonciudc  this  Mattet 

with  ihewiiig  you  the  good  EiFdOs  and  Ad- 

vantajges  of  cwr  a>nftant  Ufo  t^the  Lwd^s 

Prayer  in  our  Devotions. 

f  •  That  die  Ufe  of  this  FonH  in  our  reli- 
gious AflemUies  is  a  publick  Profeffion  and 
Acknuwledgnient  that  we  betong  to  Chrift, 
and  da  own  HIM  for  our  Loid  and  Maflfer^ 
as  I  told  vott  but  )ufl:  now ;  and  this  would 
be  a-good  Inducement  to  die  13&  of  it,  that 
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he  HIMSELF  raughtit^  tbo'hebadoot 
commanded  th^  Ufe  of  %  becaiife  by  tb^ 
Ufe,  amcmgft  other  Thii^  wc  make  IVo^ 
feffioQ  to  tb(^  World  that  we  are  bis  Pifci- 
j^es* 

2.  Hereby  aTfo   we  acknowled^   our 
Conformity  with  the  Catholick  Church  of 
ChriQi  throughout  the  World :  By  ioining 
in  the  common  Prayers  of  this  particular 
Church  we  lignify  our  Union  to  the  Gover- 
nours  and  Members  o[  ky  aad  fo  our  ufing 
the  Lordls  Prayer  amoDgft  our  other  Pray- 
ers is  one  meet  Ex{»refiion  of  our  Union  to 
ihe  Cathdick  Church,  we  hereby  coafbrip- 
iog  with  all  good  Chrifl^ns  in  defirii^  of 
God  the  fkxD^  Thfegu  for  our  felves  and 
ethers  in  the  feme  Words  ^  the  former,  I 
lay,  exprefieth  our  Conformity  to  the  Na- 
tional Church,  the  latter  our  Conformity 
to  the  Church  Univerfel,  which  (I  think) 
win  be  found  every  where  to  ufe  this  Pray- 
er, all  Men  profeffing  Chi*ifti3i^ity  doing 
fo,  all  joining  in  this  very  lame  Form  of , 
tendring  our  Petitions  to  God^  excepting 
only  fome  few  of  late  in  thefe  Iflands,  who 
therefore  ought  to  enquire  whether  they 
have  not  in  this  Matter  broken  away  fron5i 
the  Unity  and  Agreement  of  the  Church  tp 
all  Ages  and  Places. 

J.  By  this  we  acknowledge  oqr  own  In- 
^rmity  and  Weaknefs  \f\d\\  the  Prayers  that 
aire  by  our  felves  contriyed,  \vhen  wc  ever 
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offer  them  up  without  joining  that  Prayer 
tvith  them  which  our  Lord  himftlf  hath 
prefcribed ;  the  inferting  of  it  into  the  pub- 
lick  Offices^  of  Devotion  is  the  publick  Con- 
feflion  of  the  Guides  of  the  Church,  that 
they  dur-ft  not  think  they  had  contrived 
Prayers  fufficiently  anfwering  our  gieneral 
Needs,  and  fully,  actoi-ding  to  the  Will  of 
God,  unlefs  the  Lord^s  Prayer  had  been  ad-? 
ded  to  every  diftin^  OiRee  of  Invocation ; 
but  the  fame  Modfefty  and  Humility  dotU 
much  more  become  us  in  our  private  DevcH 
tions,  the  Forms  of  which  for  the  moft  part 
are  not  fo  likely  to  be  contriv'd  full  enough 
for  the  Ends  of  Prayer  as  the  publick  Forms} 
are  which  are  for  corfimon  and  publick  Ufe ; 
9II  other  PrayeVs  are  but  of  Human  Con? 
trivance  ftill,  and  likely  to  be  fome  way  or 
other  defective,  according  to  our  Weak- 
nefs;  and  pur  Lord  feemed  to  leave  thisi 
Divine  Prayer  to  be  a  Supplement  to  our 
Imperfedions,  and  thereby  to  be  a  Suppprt 
to  our  Faith,  fince  we  may  ba  fure  that 
whatibever  ^ood  Thing  in  particular  we 
may  have  failed  of  asking,  we  have  asked 
it  in  general,  by  praying  as  our  Lord  hath 
taught  us  J  and  it  is  to  the  ufing  of  this 
Prayer  mdre  particularly  that  he  feems  to 
have  made  that  Promife  in  St.  Lnke^  ch.  i  !• 
vi  9t  Jsh  and  it  Jhdll  he  given  you. 

'4.  In  the  reverent  Ufe  of  this  Prayer  no- 
thing c^n  be  wanting  to  make  it  acceptable 
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toGod,  whea:her  iq  refpecl  of  Matter^  or 

Words,  or  the  Afliftance  of  G 

wards  a  devout  Temper  of  J 

the  IVfatter,  they  who  deay  t 

he  a  prefcribed  Fornj,  yet  gran 

laid)  to  be  a  Rule  of  what  .we  ari?  (o  pray 

for»  What  reafon  fome  have  to  bcjure  jthat 

the  A^^tcr  of  their  extemporary  Prayers  i» 

fuggeilcd  by  the  Spirit,  jbet  them  fee  to  that  j 

but  wc  axe.  fure  that  thpft  Things  we  pray 

for  in  the  Ijord's  Prayer  ftre  fuggdfted  by  ,the 

holy  Spirit^  not  indeed  by  immediate  Inifpi<» 

ration,  but  (which  is  aswpU)  I^y^the  Mp^^ 

ofcbejjordhimfelf,  " 

the  Gg^fifid  dweUefi 

the  Words  and  Exj 

conGderafele,  can  wc 

the  Father  Wards  1 

thofe  which  his  Sqi>  1 

inward  E^votiotiy  ihi 

bring  an  hpneft  and 

Spirit  of  God,  whqfe 

Cbtift,  will  be  lefs  re 

devout  AflFedion  whe 

Chrifti,  than  ^hcn  w 

own?  Or.lhaili  we  n 

he  is  more  ready  to  a 

nottirait  this  Prayer, 

fume  to  offer  jip  oth( 

are  very  plain  Trut^ 

prove  them,  and  rlw] 

gn  any  ^rther^    ^ 
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And  now  becaufe  it  is  in  behalf  of  extem- 
porary Prayers  that  this  Form  of  our  Lord's 
own  compoling  and  cprefcribing  hath  been 
brotfght  qnder  Difpute,  I  proceed  in  the 

Second)phc^  to  confidcr  theQoeftion  con-* 
eerpirig  Forms  of  Priyer  and  extemporary 
Effufions  more  at  large,  and  to  fee  whether 
it  was  worth  the  while  to  raife  Ecejudices 
agairtft  the*  former  in  behalf  of  tk6  latter. 

Now  the  State  of  the  Queftion  is  not, 

I.  Whether  upon  any  Occafionit  be  law- 
ful or  hot  to  ufe  otiier  Prayers  than  cdmpo- 
fed  Forrps  ?  For  wfe^  readily  grant  that  up- 
on fome'  Occafions*of  Prayer  it  h  not  only 
lawful,  but  neceffary  to  utter  Prayers  con^ 
icfeivfed  extempore  f  if  a  Man  prays  af  all  5 
l&r  inftance,  one  maf  find  himfeif  ovcitakea 
by  a  fudden  Danger,  br  oppreffed  by  a  fnd- 
den  Calamity,  which  will  enforce  him  to 
betake  himfelf  foi^thwith  to  his  Prayers,  a^d 
the  Cafe  will  not  tarry  for  the  Contrivance 
of  a  fct  ^orm  of  Prayer  for  that  Purpofc ;  ini 
.fuch  i  Cafe  as  this  we  fhould  talk  againfl: 
the  natyral  and  common  Senfe  we  have  of 
Thing^^  to  make  it  either  unlawful  or  not 
tonvenient  for  hifti  to  pray  unto  God  for 
fuch  Help  and  Grace  as  the  Cafe  requires, 
and  in, fuch  Expreflions  as  the  Prefence  of 
liis  Invention  could  furnifli  him  with ;  and 
therefore  they  fuppofe  a  wrong  State  of  the 
Queftion  that  ask  us,  what  we  would  hav? 
M?n  do  when  t|;iey  are  furprized  by  ^  dan^ 
'     *  gerous 
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gprous  Fall,  or  a  fudden  Fear  of  burning  or 
drowningi  or  the  like?  What  would  we 
have  them  to  do?  Why,  let  them  in  thefe, 
and  all  the  like  fudden,  dangerous,  and  un-^ 
forefeen  Emergencies,  that  make  it  needful 
for  them  to  pray,  either  for  themfelves  or 
others,  let  them,  I  fay,  call  upon  God  as 
earneftly  as  they  can  to  help  and  deliver 
them,  to  forgive  their  Sins,  and  to  beftow 
upon  them  what  Things  their  Cafe  makes 
it  neceflary  or  requifite  for  them  to  defire^ 
Thefe  fudden  Qqcjifions  of  Prayer  are  not 
the  Subjefl:  of  the  Queftion,  but  the  con- 
ftant  and  ordinary  Devotions  of  Chriftians, 
that  return  at  their  ftated  Times,  and  that 
will  admit  of  Premeditation  both  for  the^ 
Matter  and  the  Words  of  Prayer;  and  the 
Queftion,  whether  our  Prayer  fhould  be  ut- 
tered in  a  Form  of  Words  known  before- 
hand ,  \s  concerning  thefe  Occafions  of 
Frayer,  not  thofe  that  are  uncertain,  and 
cannot  be  forefeen ;  and  yet  when  luch  Ca- 
fes happen,  Men  fliould  be  rather  advifed 
to  fpeak  their  Defires  in  a  few  natural  and 
hearty  Requefts,  than  in  a  Multitude  of 
Words ^  as  if  they  affefted  to  fhew  their  Skill, 
how  long  they  could  fpeak  to  God  upon  a 
Ihort  Warning  out  of  the  Stock  of  pure  In- 
vention ;  and  it  is  no  queftion  but  a  religi- 
ous holy  Man  would  in  fuch  Cafes  deliver 
hiinfelf  ia  fuch  Wqrds,  withput  the  Labour 
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cf  the  Invention,  as  the  Senfe  of  his  own 
Gondition  would  eafily  fuppljr  him  with. 

2.  And  tvtn  as  to  the  ordinary  and  con^ 
ftant  Returns^f  Prayer,  the  QueftkMi  is  mt^^ 
Whether  it  be  in  it  felf  unlawful  to  pray 
otherwife  than  in  a  fet  Form  of  Words  ^  for 
that  it  is  unlawful  in  it  fdf  to  offer  a  Prayer 
of  extemporary  Concejption  and  Utterance 
in  our  ordinary  Devotions,  I  find  neither 
Reafon  nor  Authority  fufficient  to  affirm  : 
*Tis  true  the  affuming  of  that  Liberty  may 
be  unlawful  by  reafon  of  the  Affedaticwi  and 
Vanity  of  him  that  prays,  or  of  the  Unrea- 
dinefs  of  his  Invention,  or  the  Slownefs  of 
his  Utterance,  or  his  rejefting  good  Forms 
of  Prayer  which  be  was  bound  t(i  ufe,  or 
fiich  Reaforis  as  thefe ;  but  then  altho?  thefe 
Confiderations  may  make  it  unlawful  to^ 
inoft  Men,  yet  they  do  not  Ihew  it  to  bc^ 
unlawful  in  it  felf,  but  only  in  fuch  Circum- 
ftances,  under  fome  one  or  other  of  which 
die  generality  of  Men  arc* 

But  the  true  State  of  the  Queftion  con- 
cerning fet  Forms  and  extemporary  Inven- 
tions of  Prayer  I  conceive  to  be  this :  Which 
is  the  moft  expedient?  Which  hath  the 
greater  Advantages  ?  Which  is  to  be  pre-  , 
ferred  by  a  wife  Man  ?  Which  beft  ferves 
riie  Ends  and  Reafons,  the  Purpofes  and  Jn-^ 
f^ndons  of  Prayer?  And  truly  if  we  confi- 
dered  well  the  Difference  between  a  Forn^ 
^nd  an  extemporary  ^flfyfion  of  Prayer  iq 
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the  very  Nature  of  the  Things  one  would 
think  it  very  ftrange  that  the  latter  Ihould 
be  pi  eferred,  for  that  were  to  fay  that  the 
Perfe£tioa  of  Prayer  confifts  in  the  Sudden- 
nefe  and  Raflinels  of  it,  and  that  the  left 
Care  we  take  how  we  fpeak  to  God,  as  to 
Words,  Matter,  and  Method,  fo  much  the 
better  we  pray,  and  fo  much  the  more  ac- 
ceptably, which  were  abfurd  to  (ay. 

But  before  I  infift  largely  upon  the  Ad- 
vantage of  Forms,  I  fliall  firft  make  anfwer 
to  the  more  common  and  popular  Objefti- 
ons  againfl:  them,  which  are  thefe  three. 

1.  That  the  Spirit  is  ftinted  by  Forms  of 
Prayer. 

2.  That  Mens  Spiritual  Gifts  of  Prayer 
do  decay  and  are  loft  by  the  Ufe  of  Fonns. 

^.  That  People  are  not  fo  much  aiFefted 
with  fet  Forms  of  Prayer,  as  with  Variety 
and  Newncfs  of  Words  and  Phrafes. 

1.  That  in  Forms  of  Prayer  the  Spirit  is 
ftinted,  which  (as  it  ij  pretended)  is  a  great 
Difad vantage  to  him  that  performs  this  Du- 
ty, and  therefore  extemporary  Prayer  is  by 
fome  called  by  the  Name  of  Free  Prayer. 
Now  this  Objedion  is  fo  uncertainly  urged, 
t:hat  one  would  think  they  who  make  it 
fometimes  niean  the  Spirit  of  a  Man,  fome- 
times  the  Spirit  of  God,  fometimes  the  Spi- 
rit of  a  Man  aflifted  by  the  Spirit  of  God, 
which  I  take  to  be  the  moft  candid  Con- 
llriiaioa  J  and  b^  it  fo  taken,  let  us  confi- 
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der  how  the  Spirit  is  thus  ftinted,  and  whe- 
ther ft  be  inconlSftent  with  the  Nature  or 
with  the  Ends  of  Prayer  to  have  it  thus, 
ftinted ;  and  becaufe  we  cannot  better  judge 
of  this  Matter  than  hy  taking  the  t^aft  Part 
of  a  Prayer,  and  confiderirtg  how  the  Spirit 
is  ftinted  in  it,  if  it  be  a  Part  of  a  Form,  of 
Prayer,  we  will  take  one  fingle  Petition  j 
for  Inftance,  Forgive  us  our  Trefpajfes ;  or 
becaule  that  Petition  includes  a  great  many 
particulars  in  it,  we  will  fuppofe  that  a 
Man  asks  Forg^ivenefs  of  one  Kind  of  Sin, 
and  his  Confcience  being  wounded  with 
but  one  Aft  of  this  Kind,  he  asks  Forgivre- 
Jiels  of  that  in  his  private  Prayer,  and  this^ 
in  a  few  Words^  which  are  either  lodged  iri 
his  ]  :en  before  him  in  a 

Pape  3rt  Form  of  Words ; 

whai  g;ainft  this?  that  bis 

Spiri  is  Form  of  Words  ^ 

for  I  [l  he  nxoft  ftrongty 

agaii  Petition,  if  it  hath, 

any  i^caufe  one  Petitiori 

ftinti  an  a  great  many  Pe- 

titior  an  ObjeftiOn,  let  us 

fee  M  lie  againft  all  Prayer 

what  :hen  it  comes  in  in 

an  e:  ,  is  not  the  Spirit  of 

a  M  :  Petition  while  he 

makes  it,  as  much  as  if  he  had  u(cd  a  Form  ? 
The  Matter  it  felf  confines  him  for  the 
Time,  ai;id  it  cannot  be  ptherwife,  unlcfs  it 
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be  neceflary  for  the  Goodnefe  of  Prayer  to 
wander  from  the  PUrpofe.  But  on  the  other 
hind  it  is  neceffary  that  bis  Invention  fhauld 
not  be  at  Work  for  othet  Matter,  if  he  at- 
tends to  this  fingle  Petition  as  he  ought  «> 
do.  This  Petition  ought  to  be  ut^ed  with 
all  his  ASedion,  and  his  Afe£^ion  is  fo  mucli 
the  more  intenfe  while  it  is  confined  to  this 
Petition ;  as  the  Stream  hath  a  ftnongec  Mo- 
tion whKe  k  is  put  in  a  narrow  Place,  than 
where  it  runs  in  a  broader  Channel;  ^znd 
the  Mind  that  is  intcnfely  concerned  about 
one  thing,  is  more  vebemet^tly  moved  than 
when  the  Fcrce  <rf  it  is  tJiverted  fiom  one 
tbii^  /by  another ;  fo  that,  for  owgbt  I  can 
fee,  Prayer  cannot  be  without  fttnting  the 
Spirit^  that  is,  Prayer  which  is  devout  and 
etie£):taal ;  and  he  whofe  S^rit  is  not  thus 
ilintcd  In  every  Petition  of  extemporary 
Prayer,  doth  not  pray  as  he  ought  to  do. 
A^^  now  what  is  the  flanting  or  ftraitning 
K^  the  Spirit,  which  is  cabfed  by  the  Ufc  of 
good  Forms  «of  Prayer?  It  is  no  more  than 
the  confining  a  Man^s  Affedions  to  the  De- 
fire  of  fiach  Things  as  he  asks,  and  this  in  a 
J^orm  of  Words ;  but  whether  there  was 
iWs  Form  of  Words  or  Matter  or  not,  the 
Matter  miaft  ftint  his  Spirit,  and  therefore 
the  Advantage  OiouW  be  on  the  Side  of 
Forms,  became  they  ferve  beO:  to  confine 
hk  Affedions  to  the  Matter^  fmce  tliey  wiM 
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not  fufFer  them  to  wander  after  the  Inventi- 
on of  Words. 

2.  It. is  faid  alfO  that  Meps  Spiritual  Gifts 
for   the   Perforrtiance  of  Prayer  ,    which 
fhould  be  exercifed  and  employed  in  Pray- 
ei',  are  laid  afide  and  rendred  ufelefs,  do  de- 
cay and  are  loft  by  die  Ufe  of  Forms;  which 
Pretence  fuppofes  that  it  is  one  of  the  Gifts 
of  tlie  Spirit  to  be  able  to  pray  extempore : 
To  which  I  fay,  that  this  Ability  may  be 
faid  indeed  to  come  from  God,  as  the  At- 
,tainment  of  Logick  or  Oratory,  or  any  other 
Human  Accompliihment,  which  may  be 
tifed  in  God's  Service;  but  that  it  is  one  of 
the  Gifts  of  the  Spirit  promifed  to  all  good 
Chriftians  in  the  Gofpel,  muft  be  denied, 
and  few  will  fay  that  it  is^  ^nd  if  this  be 
jtt)t  faid,  nothing  is  faid,  wbwi  Men  pre- 
tern!  that  the  Ufe  of  Forms  impairs  the 
Spiritual  Gift  of  Praying.    Sometimes  Qod 
tas  been  pleafed  in  his^  WiftJom  to  confer 
extraordinary  and  fupernatural* Gifts  upon 
wicked  Men  amongft  others  for  particular 
Ends  and  Services,  but  our  Saviour's  Pfo- 
mife  of  the  Holy  Gboft,  and  the  Proraife  of 
the  Spirit  under  the  Gofpel,  were  made  on- 
ly to  good  Men :  accordingly  tshc  Gifts  that 
were  beftowed  upon  the  primitive  Chrifti- 
ans,  for  the  Confirmation  of  Chriftianity, 
and  the  Edification  of  the  Churdh,  were 
ftiil  beftowed  upon  holy  Perfons,  and  there- 
fore the  Apoftie  exhorts  them,  i  Theff]  5. 
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19-  Mat  to  quench  the  Spirit  {u  e.)  by  no  un-  ^ 
chriftiaa  Temper  or  Aftion  to  abate  the 
Influences  of  the  holjr  Spirit  upon  them, 
which  implies,  that  thofe  Gifts  of  tlie  Spirit 
would  be  loft  by  wicked  Perfons*  But  as 
for  this  Ability  of  praying  extemporey  it  is 
common  to  the  Good  and  Bad,  it  hath  been 
attained  (to  Admiration)  by  moft  unclean 
and  wicked  Perfons,  which  (to  (ay  no  more) 
ibews  that  it  depends  ^upon  natural  Parts 
aod  frequent  Ufe,  but  is  no  more  a  Gift  of 
the,  Spirit,  than  Volubility  of  Tongue,  Me- 
mory, and  the  Knack  of  talking;  without 
Book  to  the  People;  and  therefore  whea 
any  fay  that  we  fpeak  againft  extemporary 
Prayers  becaufe  we  have  not  the  Spirit  of 
God  to  pray  as  they  do,  tliey  fliould  remem- 
ber bow  eafy  it  were  to  confute  them  by 
die  Examples  of  fome  icandalous  Wretches^ 
that  have  inveigled  the  People  after  them 
by  a  mighty  Ihew  of  this  pretended  Gift; 
and  then  moreover  this  we  are  to  know, 
tfcat  Pretenders  to  be  fpiritually  gifted  in 
this  Thihg  may  in  the  Fluency  of  extempo- 
rary Prayer  be  equalled,  if  not  excelled  and 
outdone,  by  many  of  thofe  who  make  no 
fuch  great  Matter  of  it,  and  are  far  from 
believing  or  owning  it  to  be  a  Gift  of  the 
Spirit  at  all. 

The  third  and  la  ft  popular  Pretence  is 
this,  that  People  arc  not  fo  affeded  with 
fet  Forms  of  Prayer  as  with,  Variety  of  pray- 
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iDg,  and  for  this  Experience  is  coninionly 
appealed  to  (/.  eJ)  Men  appeal  for  this  to 
their  o\Vn  Followers  and  Pirty;  to  which 
We  muft  anfwer  by  appealing  to  all  good 
People  of  odr  Cbrtimunion,  who  feem  to 
othei-s  to  be  affefled  with  the  Prayers  of  this 
Church,  and  would  be  believed  that  they 
are  fo;  and  therefore  in  this  Cafe  the'Que^ 
ftron  is.  Who  are  to  be  believed?  And  if 
both  are  to  be  believed,  there  is  another 
(^ueftion,  Whofe  Affeftions  are  moft  Chri- 
itian,  and  moft  fuitable  to  the  Duty  of  Pray- 
er, and  beft  pleafmg  to  Godj  theirs  who 
cannot  be  affeded  but  by  extemporary 
Prayers,  or  theirs  who  afe  at  leaft  equally 
moved  by  the  \Jk  of  Forms? 

For  the  determining  of  Which  Queftion 
tre  ought  to  confider  what  it  is  that  can  or 
ought  to  move  the  pious  AfFeftidns  of  Chri- 
ftians  in  the  Ufe  of  good  Forms  of  Prayer^ 
^nd  then  what  is  there  more  in  extempora- 
ry Prayers  to  move  their  Affeftionis,  who 
are  dull  sand  unconcerned  when  a  Form  of 
Prayer  is  ufed; 

In  offering  our  Devotions  to  God  accord- 
ing to  a  fet  Form,  there  are  thefe  Things  to 
engage  our  AfFeftions. 

I.  There  is  the  Confideration  of  the  great 
Majefty  of  God,  to  whom  we  fpeak,  whole 
Mercy  we  implore ,  whofe  Goodnefs  we 
adore,  whofe  infinite  Perfedio^s,  Whofe  in* 
finite  Wifdom  and  Power  we  acknowledge* 

2.  There 
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2,  There  is  the  Confiderationof  our  vaft 
Concern  in  the  Things  we  beg  at  his  Hands, 
in  thofe  Bleffings  we  pray  to  him  for,  in  the 
rementibrance  of  our  Sins,  which  we  b^ 
Pardon  of,  in  the  Affiftance  of  his  good 
Spirit,  in  the  Grace  of  his  good  Proviqence 
which  we  ask,  in  the  Creation  of  the  Worlds 
in  the  Redemption  of  Mankind,  and  the 
Spiritual  Bleffings  of  the  Gpfpel,  the  innu- 
merable Favours  and  Benefits  we  have  re- 
ceived from  him^  for  which  we  blefs  him* 

3.  There  is  the  Senfe  of  our  Duty  to  pray 
to  him,  and  to  give  "him  Thanks;  there  is 
the  Senfe  of  our  JBncouragemeht  in  (b  doing, 
that  if  we  ask  we  Jhall  have  j  there  is  our 
Faith  in  his  good  Promifes ;  there  is  our 
Reliance  upon  his  Word  to  make  us  hearty 
in  our  Devotibns  when  we  come  to  the 
Throne  cf  Grace]  there  is  all  this,  to  make 
us  aflefked  an4  fervent  in  praying  by  F'orms. 

Now  what  is  there  more  than  this  ia 
Prayers  extemporary  to  do  the  lamp  ?  Why, 
there  is  indeed  this  more,  there  is  Newnefs 
of  Phrafe,  there  is  the  Appeai-ance  of  a  rea- 
dy Invention,  and  Eafinefs  to  utter  Words 
on  the  fudden ;  I  fay  nothing  of  Tone,  and 
the  AfFe£tation  of  either  fineor  honiely  Say- 
ings, becaufe  we  will  take  the  beft  Kind  of 
mempprary  Prayer:  and  now  he  that  is 
flioved  and  raifed  into  fome  Heat  by  fuch  a 
haytVf  and  cannot  feel  an  Affedion  when 
never  fb  good  a  Form  is  ufed,  is  plainly 
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more^afFeaed  with  Words  and  Variation  of 
Phrafes  than  he  k  with  the  Reverence  c£ 
God's  Majefty,  than  he  is  with  the  Gonfi- 
deration  of  thofe  needful  Things  which  we 
either  ask  of  God  or  blefs  him  for,  than  he 
is  with  the  Senfe  of  his  own  IXity;  for  what 
thefc  Things  cannot  do,  it  feems  the  Ap- 
pearance of  an  exteni^porary  Invention,  and 
the  Knack  of  fluent  Speaking,  will  not  fail 
to  do.  The  Truth  fs,  that  which  commonly^ 
fets  the  Paffions  of  feme  a- work  as  to  this 
Matter,  is  fome  Conceit  that  all  that  is  faid 
by  him  that  prays  is  diftated  by  the  Spirit ; 
but  then  here  are  the  fame  Things  fl:ill  ta 
move  our  AfFcftions  in  the  Ufe  6f  Forms 
now  mentioned,  which  are  certainly  of  the 
greateft  Weight,  und  he  that  is  not  affefted 
with  thena  muft  not  pretend  to  be  a  true 
Difciple  oi  Chrift,  fince  we  are  good  Chrr- 
.ftians  or  not,  accordirtg  as  we  are  or  are  not 
aftefted  with  thefe  Things ;  and  he  is  under 
a  very  mean  Difpenfation  who  cannot  feel 
any  Aflfedion  ftirring^  in  hina  towards  God 
ana  Rdfeion,  if  he  be  not  cheiated  mto  it 
by  a  falfe  Perfuafion;  and  truly  it  ought 
not  to  go  for  Religious  Affeffeion,  but  for  a 
Natural  Heat,  ftirry,  as  commonly  Paffion j 
are,  by  the  Faflions  and  veliement  Talk  of 
other  People;  but  it  is  not  ^  truly  Divine 
Heat,  for  that  proceeds  evei'  from  Divine 
Reafons  and  Motives,  and  in  Prayer  fiom 
Reverence  of  tlie  Majefty  of  God,,  and  a 
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Senfe  of  his  Prefence,  and  from  our  Con- 
cernment in  the  Matter  of  our  Devotion^ 
and  the  Senfe  of  our  Doty;  they  therefore 
that  cannot  find  themfelves  aff^ed  as  they 
ought  to  be  with  the  Prayers  of  the  Church, 
and  in  the  Ufe  of  them,  havej  I  doubt,  great 
realbn  to  fear  that  their  Hearts  are  not 
right  with  God\  for  what  hinders  but  that 
fuch  Prayers  may  exercife  thofe  good  Qpa- 
lities  which  a  Chriftian  ought  to  Be  furniih- 
ed  witi*  that  he  may  pray  ar^ht?  Is  any 
thing  wanting  in  them  for  this  Purpofe?  If 
We  lay  them  or  hear  them  formally  (as 
fome  tove  to  fpeak)  /.  <•*  <»r-defly,  ind  with- 
out ^ood  Aflc^ion,  without  bending  our 
Mind  to  them,  no  wonder  if  they  neithet' 
leave  nor  make  any  Impreffion  upon  our 
Minds ;  and  to  a  carnal  and  habitually  in- 
difpofed    Mind    the  Prayer  of  an  Angel 
wou/d  fignify  nothing  to  excite  due  Atten- 
tk>n  and  Afieftionis,  till  the  Man  comes  to 
ronfider,  and  be  prepared  (jiefore-hand,  by 
taking    hfe  Thooghts  off   from   Worldly 
Things,  and  affcSing  hknlclf  with  Thing! 
of  a  Spiritual  Concernment. 

Having  nowanfWered  fome  Objeftioils 
againft  the  Ofe  of  Forms  of  Prayer,  I  oom^ 

.  sow  to  fhe^My  a$  I  propounded,  the  Ad  van- 

I  tiges  (^  Forms  above  ^dffp\j  gonceive4 

Pttycrti-    .: 
And  I  do  not  doobt  td  iky,  that  to  nfe 

Forms  df  ¥mjtr  bath  the  Advantage  ia- 

E  a  cgmpa-^f; 
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rbrtiparably,  and  that- 1  Ihull  cndeavdur  to 
Ihew  witK  refpteO:, 

I. '-To  Publick  Pt-iyers  in  the  Churchii 
\    i2.  To  l!)onieftick  Prayers  in  the  Family. 
^.  To  Private  Prayers  in  the  Clofet. 

fir/t^  As  to  the  Publick  Prayers  m  the 
Church.  And  here  there  is  no  place  for 
Comparifon  between  Forms  and  extempo- 
rary Performances ;  and  by  Forms  here  I 
do  not  mean  Formsr  compofed  by  every 
Minifter  before  he  cofties  to  officiate  in  the 
Church,but  fuch  Forms  of  Prayer  as  are  c6n^ 
pofed  by  the  Wifdom,  and  fet  forth  by  the 
Authority  of  Superiors  for  all  under  their 
^Government;  and  that  thefe  do  ferve  the 
true  Ends  of  pul?Iick  Prayers  much, beyond 
what  they  call  Free  Trayer\  is  capable  of 
being  made  out  by  many  Confi^erations, 
but  I  (hall  confine  my  felf  to  a  few.  The 
principal  Things  that  are  to  be  regarded  in 
publick  Prayers  arc,  the  Hcmour  of  God  and 
IReligion,  the  Furtherance  of  the  Devotion 
bf  Chriftian  People,  and  the  maintaining 
the  Unity  and  Communion  of  the  Church. 

I.  The  Honour  of  Gdd  and  Religion. 
Amongft  other  Ends  tlie  Society  of  the 
Church  and  her  religious  Affemblies  were 
^liftituted,  that  iGod  might  have  the  Honour 
due  iinto  his  Name  offered  in  publick  Pray* 
ers,  and  in  the  Sacrifices  of  Praife  and 
Thankfgiving  according  to. Chriftian  Truth. 
TSTow  whether  this  End  is  not  better  ferved 
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by  Forms  of  Prayer  and  Thjinkigiving  that 
are  compofed  by  the  Wifdom  of  the  Churcht 
than  by  leaving  the  whole  Matter  to  every 
fingle  Minifter,  let  any  fober  Mao  judge } 
For  it  is  not  reafonable  w  prefume  that  any 
one  Man  by  himfelf  could  do  better  than  in 
any  fuch  prefcribed  Form,  but  it's  aD  the 
odds  imaginable  that  the  far  greateft  Part 
would  not  do  fo  well;  lb  that  in  moft  Pla- 
ces that  Gravity  and  Ordpr  of  the  publick 
5ervice,  whereupon  the  Honour  of  Religion 
and  the  Expreffion  of  our  Reverence  to 
God  doth  in  fo  great  part  depend,  all  thi$, 
I  fay,  mufl:  depend  upon  the  Abilities  of 
Perfons  that  are  lefs  able,  and  every,  where 
upon  the  uncertain  Will,  the  mutable  Tem- 
per and  different  Interefts  of  fingle  Persons. 

2.  Publick  Forms  of  Devotion  are  alfo 
§tteft  for.  the  Edification  of  Chriftian  Peo-* 
pie,  in  as  much  as  every  Chriftian  may  go 
to  the  publick  Service,  knowing  beforehand 
wha£  his  Prayers  are,  becaufe  he  is  there  tp 
offer  them  with  the  Church,  he  is  well  af- 
fured  that  they  are  fit  to  unite  his  Defire§ 
with  thofe  of  thfc  Congregation,  and  fo  he 
hath  nothing  to  do  but  to  prepare  his  Heart 
with  good  Affedion  to  join  with  thejji,  no- 
thing eife  to  do  but  to  bring  witlj  him  a 
devout  Spirit,  and  a  real  Senfe  of  God,  and 
a  juft  Concernment  for  thqfe  Things  he  i? 
tp  ask  of  him,  and  a  thanl^fql  Senfe  of  the 
penefits  he  h^th  received  from^  him  \  an4 
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^hen  he  is  there,  he  neecl  not  be  in  Pain  fpr 
Vf^hat  the  Perforoiance  is  li^c  to  be^  he  need 
iiot  be  diftrafted  in  his  Attention,  nor  dir 
Verted  from  good  AflfeQion,  by  confidering 
whether  the  Prayer  be  right  and  ^ood  bcr 
fore  he  fays  Amen  to  it;  for  all  thi5  Incon- 
venience and  Prejudice  to  Devotion  is  pre-? 
vented,  by  being  already  acquainted  witU 
fhe  publick  forms  df  Prayer. 

5.  Hereby  alfo  tlie  Unity  and  Commu- 
nioa  of  the  Church  \s  beft  maintained.  For 
one  thing  wherfeio  the  Unity  and  Coipmu- 
Bion  of  the  Church  confifts,  is  h^r  praying 
fbt  the  fame  Bleffings  \t\  alF  her  publick 
Affemblies.  But  ^hat  Security  could  tx^ 
had  6f  this  were  there  no  puWick  Forms  of 
fray^  and  l^hanklgiving?  What  Security 
that  the  publick  Affemblies  of  the  fame 
Church,  of  the  fame  R)dy  pf  Chriftians 
under  their  commoa  Governors,  that  they^ 
I  fay,  who  fhould  be  united  in  th^ir  Pray- 
ers, do  hpt  in  n^any  Cafes  contradid  on9 
another?  What  Affurance  can  we  give  the 
Catholick  Church,  that  our  publick  Service 
is  fuch  as  all  good  Chriftians  in  the  World 
ihay  )oin  with  us  in,  if  we  had  no  Liturgy 
to  fhew,  if  our  Service  was  all  left  to  pri- 
yate  Invention  and  tincertain  Performance? 
Upon  thefe  Accounts  publick  fet  Prayers 
are  greatly  preferable  berore  the  Liberty  of 
.  every  Man's  praying  as  he  c^n  or  will,  as 
jiis  SkjU  or  his  Honelly  will  fery?  him. 
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And    whereas   foipe.^  coniplain  of   the 
Church's  impofing;  a  Liturgy,  I  do  not  fee 
but  the  Complainers  ajpe  mor^  guilty  of  im- 
pofing  than  the  Church  can  h^ ;  for  all  that 
the  Autjiprity  of  the  Church  impofes  is  a 
fettled,  conftant  Form  of  |>ubUck  Prayer, 
complied  by  grave  and  wife  Men,  and 
publickly  exfwfed  to  ihe 
but  it  is  another  fort  of  ] 
fiich  Men  are  liable  to.  t 
and  that  is^  tjiat  th^ey  do  It 
his  6v/ti  Prayer  upon  %h^' 
which  they,  minifter,  and  e 
a  new  Prayer,  as  ne^ir  a 
time  that  ne  oiiciates ;  i 
tlieir  Prayers,  are  Form?'  t 
with  liem^  iwhofe  Spirits,  if  they  attend, 
are  ftptcd-  co  what  the^r  Matters  fay.  ^ow 
methinks  th^y^  by  nb  means  fhould  com- 
plain of  ^  puplid<  Fornji>f  Prayer,  delibe- 
rately coxBtpofed  by  .aa  Afiembly  of  gpod 
and  hoIy.Meny  publickly  expioled  to  the 
Judgojent  of  Mankind,  andr  fet  forth  by 
great  Atithority,  who  put  upon  the  Pcoplp 
every  Man  his  own  Prayers,  not  well  con- 
fidercd  and  premeditated  by  themfelves, 
nor  pubhlhed  to  be  confidered  and  exami- 
ned by  others,  and  every  Week,  or  oftner 
perhaps^  a  new  Prayer  of  this  Kind ;  for 
<[^rtaimy  thcle  Men  are  the  ^eatefl:  Inapo* 
^rs  of  aUL 
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2i/y,  To  pray  fey  Forms  hath  the  Advanr 
tage  of  the  other  Kind  of  praying,  in  fiimu 
//»  alfo;  this  might  be  Ihewn  upon  diverfe 
Accounts,  but  one  Confideration  fhall  fufr 
fice,  that  hath  been  mentioned  drcady  in 
behalf  of  publick  I^orms  of  Prayer,  aqd  that 
is  this,  that  the  whole  Family  being  well 

that  are  wont 
prepared  t^o  go 
Devotion  need 
new  Petitions, 
ard,  nor  made 
the  Prayer  will 
jnt  Expreflion, 
efltation,  and 
a  Man  when 
God./ If  it  be 
g  b6ft"t)rovides 
;  in  a  Family, 
•ayer  or  giving 
iriety  of  Forms^ 
ler,  niay^  ferve 
it  is  no  difficult 
i  Occafions  by 
lipy  are  fo  fud- 
r  that,  then  an 
;ood,  and  comes 

.,  laiyy  ^ana  witn  tnat  i  mall  have  done)  I 
will  not  doubt  to  fay  that  the  AdVantage'^s 
pn  tlie  Side  of  ufing  Forms,  even  in  onr 
'Ctofeisy  and  that' fw  this  reafon,  becaufe 
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the  Mind  may  more  clofely  attend,  aod 
more  devoutly  aScQ:  it  felfi  when  it  hatli 
nothing  elfe  to  do,  than  when  it  hath  that 
to  do,  and  to  invent  befides.  As  to.  the  Sud- 
denncfe  of  Mens  Circumftances  ,  which 
may  require  new  Confeffions,  Petitions  ai>d 
Thankigivings,  which  a  Form  or  two  can- 
not provide  for,  the  Anfwer  given  under 
the  foregoing  Head  will  ferve  the  Turn,  to 
wit,  that  more  Forms,  or  at  leaft  a  due 
Premeditation,  may  fuffice  iti  this  Cafe ;  and 
here  alfo  fudden  Emergencies  will  require 
and  bear  fudden  Prayers, 

That  which  I  have  faid  upon  thefe  two 
laft  Points  feems  to  be  plain  and  %ong  for 
the  Purpofe  intended.  And  there  was  this 
Reafon  for  taking  this  juft  Occafion  to  fay 
thus  much  concerning  the  Advantage  of 
Forms  in  family  and  Clofet  Prayer ;  Tliat 
feveral  miftakcn  Peopte  being  pcrfuaded 
fhat  ^o  pray  by  a  Form  is  ufeleis  and  un- 
profitable, and  that  God  is  pleai^d  with 
'none  but  extemporary  Prayers,  and  finding 
all  the  while  that  they  have  not  Under* 
ftanding,  ancf  Invention,  and  Utterance 
enough  to  pray  withojiit  a  Fo^pi,  ^re  ijndet 
Temptation  not  to  pray  in  their  Families 
or  Clofets  at  all.  Of  fo  bad  a  Confequence 
is  the  Miftake  of  advancing  the  Raptures  of 
^xtempor^^y  Prayers,  and  difgracing  the 
iTfe  of  Forms ;  a  Miftake  fo  remote  from 
the  Truth,  th^t  or  tl^e  otjier  band  the  Ufe 
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of  Forms  is  to  be  preferred  before  cxtecnpo- 
rary  EfFufions,  even  where  a  Man  hath  the 
Ability  of  the  latter. 

And  therefore  I  may  well  defire  all  ho- 
nefl  and  good  Cbriftians  to  like  even  tl^ir 
private  Prayers  never  the  worfe,  but  rather 
the  better,  for  their  praying  by  a  Book,  or 
tiGng  of  thofe  Forms  that  are  compofed  by 
others^  which  they  find  fuitable  t9  tiieir 
own  Needs  and  Circumftances, 

In  a  word.  It  is  not  the  Laboor  of  the 
invention  that  God  requires  in  order  to  the 
Acceptance  of  our  Prayers ,  but  an  .hon^ 
Hearty  and  a  fincere  Affeftion  towards  him, 
and  a  fuU  Purpofe  to.  behave  our  khi^s  in 
our  Lives  anfwerably  to  what  we  dcfite  of 
him  in  our  Prayers,  ami  to  our  Pretences 
lo  praifc  him  ^  for  the(e  are  the  Things  that 
are  valuable  in  God's  Account,  and  vfhkh 
will  make  our  Prayers  e&^lual,  fo  that 
God  will  hear  us,  and  anfwer  our  Requcfts, 
and  iio  excetding  abundantly  above  ait  tbati 
we  ask  or  thinh 

'  And  fo  much  by  way  of  Preface  to. the 
moft  excellent  Form  of  Prayer  tb?t.  ever 
M^as  compofed. 
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SERMON  III. 

The  Firft  Sermon  on  the  LORD's 
PRAYER, 


M  A  T  T  H»  VI.  ix. 

Ofir  Father  which  art  in  Heaven. 

HAving  fhewn  the  Advantages  of  pray- 
ing by  Forms,  and  vindicated  it  from 
fuch  Objeftions  as  fi^cm^d  tjpon  any  AJc- 
count  worth  anfwering,  I  proceed  now  to 
ihe  Explication  and  Illuftration  (Jf  that  rncxftr 
excellent  Form  of  Prayer  which  our  Lord 
jjath  taught  us* 

And  firft  of  that  folemn  Invocation  of 
pod  under  th?  Title  of  Our  Father  which 
art  in  Heaven. 

In  which  you  may  be  certain  I  fliall  not 
pretend  to  explain  an  obfcure,  but  to  dilate 
upon  a  plentiful  Argument.  That  Excel- 
lency which  belongs  to  the  whole  Prayer 
may  be  truly  affirmed  of  this  Entrance  into 
it,  that  it  is  fhort  and  comprehenfive,  thai- 
It  hath  but  few  Words,  and  thefe  contain- 
ing abundance  of  good  Matter;  and  yet  the 
T  Fewnefe^ 
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Fewnefs  of  the  Words,  with  the  Fulnefe  of 
the  Scnfe,  maketh  it  not  diflBcult  to  be  ur^r 
derftood ;  the  Brevity  catifeth  no  Obfcurity, 
the  Meaning  is  very  obvious,  tho'  the  Mat- 
|:er  be  large,  and  the  Words  very  plainly 
exprefs  the  Meaning,  tho'  they  be  few ;  fo 
|;hat  in  {he  midft  of  that  Plenty  of  Senfe 
which  is  contained  in  them,  our  Minds,  if 
duly  attentive,  cannot  fail  of  being  aflPeaed 
with  ibme  ufeiful  Thoughts  or  other  which 
are  proper  and  conducible  to  the  Ends  of 
Prayer. 

It  hath  b?en  always  {he  Way  of  good 
Men  in  their  folemn  Prayers  to  oegin  with 
dir?^  Invocation  of  God  by  fome  of  hi^  irtr  • 
^^nkc  perfections,  in  which  they  feemed  to 
regard  thefe  t^o  Things. 
/  I.  To  poffefs  their  own  Minds  with  a 
rpyerei^t  Senfe  of  his  great  Majefty,  and  to 
excite  in  themfclves  fuch  Difpofitions  to- 
wards him  as  might  anfwer  their  Acknowr 
ledgment  of  his  Divine  Attributes,  and 
qualify  them  for  his  Grace^ 

2.  To  encourage  themfelves  to  ask  thofe 
Benefits  in  particular  which  they  prayed 
ibi\  If  they  confeflijd  fheir  Sins,  and  im- 
plored Forgivenefs,  they  began  with  the 
Invocation  of  God,  as  the  God  qf  Mercy. 
If  they  prayed  to  be  delivered  from  their 
Enemies,  that  We,re  too  ftrong  for  them, 
they  con  felled  his  Almighty  Power,  and  the 
like.  This  feemed  to  be  the  Rul^  of  their 
Chpice,  when  they  chofe  any  of  the  t>i- 
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vine  Perfeaions,  with  the  Acknowledgment 
whereof  to  begin  their  Prayer* 

And  mo^  certainly  this  Form  of  Invoca- 
tion, with  which  our  Saviour  hath  taught 
us  to  begin  this  Prayer,  doth  exaftly  anfwer 
thofe  two  Ends.  There  are  other  Tides, 
more  in  Number,  and  in  Appearance  more 
magnificent^  which  this  or  any  other  good 
Prayer,  .might  begin  withal,  but  this  which 
our  Lord  chafe  wanteth  nothing  to  make  it 
fit  for  the  difpofing  of  us  as  we  ought  to  be 
difpof^d  in  asking  thofe  Things  he  hatb 
taught  us  to  ask. 

And  therefore  I  fhall  confider  this  Title, 
wherewith  we  call  upon  God  in  this  Prayer^ 
viz.  Our  Father  which  art  in  Heaven. 

Firfty  With  reference  to  thofe  pious  Af^ 
feftions  wherewith  we  ought  to  miake  our 
Prayers  to  God.      ^ 

Secondly^  With  reference  to  thofe  Petiti*- 
ons  which  we  ask  of  God  in  this  Prayer* 

In  order  to  which  it  will  be  convenient, 

Firft^  To  fliew  what  we  mean  in  calling 
God  our  Father^  and  our  Father  which  is  in 
Heaven. 

That  he  is  our  Father  denotes  theCe 
Things: 

I.  That  he  is  our  CreatOFy  that  he  gave 
us  our  Beings,  as  he  gave  Bemg  to  all  other 
Thingp.  Hath  not  God  creat^  us?  Have 
we  not  all  one  Father? 

%.  Thai: 
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«•  That  we  are  created  In  the  Likenefs  of 
God,  and  made  after  his  own  Image^  in  as 
much  as  he  made  us  reafonable  Creatures, 
and  free  Agents,  by  which  we  bear  fome 
Refemblance  to  the  infinite  Underftinding, 
being  endued  with  the  Knowledge  of  him 
that  made  us,  and  of  his  Will  and  Pleafure 
concerning  the  Good  we  are  to  do,  and  the 
Evil  we  are  to  avoid,  being  capable  of  en- 
joying fiirther  Favours  from  him,  of  being 
thankful  for  all  his  Benefits,  and  fubmitting 
to  his  Authority,  and  receiving  his  Re- 
wards. 

^;  That  we  are  prefer ved  and  fuftained 
by  Jiis  Care  and  Providence;  that  he  mam- 
tains  as  5  that  he  fupplies  us  with  all  Things 
needful  for  our  Happineft;  and  that  our 
Dependence  is  entirely  upon  him.    ^ 

4,  (And  above  all)  that  we  are  reftored 
to  his  Favour  by  the  Redemption  which 
our  Lord  hath  wrought  for  us ;  that  we  are 
hegotteH  again  to  a  lively  Hope  hy  the  Refur-^ 
region  of  Jefm  Cbrifi  from  the  Dead ;  that 
We  have  received  the  Adopion  of  Sons  (i.  e.) 
are  made  the  Sons  of  God  by  Grace,  aftet 
we  had  forfeitfed  that  Tide  to  his  Paternal 
Goodnefs  which  we  had  by  Nature.  This 
is  that  which  St.  John  ipeaks  of  in  thefe 
Words :  "Beloved^  what  manner  of  Love  i 
this  which  the  Father  hath  heft  owed  ftp  on 
us^  that  wejhould  he  called  the  Sons  of  God, 
t  John  J.  I.  f/*  e.)  that  he>  who  had  been  fo 
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good  a  Father  to  us  in  creating  us  after  hi9 
own  Image ,  and  fuftaining  us  with  all 
Things  needful,  fliould  upon  our  Forfeiture 
of  his  abufcd  Goodnefs  receive  us  into  im 
Favour  again,  and  make  us  his  Children^ 
aod  provide  for  us  fo  bleffed  an  Inheritance 
?is  our  LORD  hath  promifed.  It  was  in 
this  Senfe  that  the  ancient  Church  princi- 
pally undcrftood  this  Invocation  of  God  as 
our  Father^  and  therefore  they  thought  this 
Prayer  was  fit  to  be  ufed  only  by  our  Lord^s 
Difciples,  who  were  born  again  cf  Water 
and  the  holy  Spirit ^  who  were  the  Members 
of  Chrift,  Children  of  God,  and  Heirs  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  5  and  therefore  in 
feme  Places  they  did  not  teach  the  Catechu- 
mens, /.  e.  thofe  that  were  yet  under  Inftru-* 
ftion  in  order  toBaptifm,  to  ufe  this  Prayer; 
becaufe  they  could  not  yet  call  God  Father ^ 
in  the  moft  excellent  and  perfect  Senfe  of 
that  Title,  and  therefore  they  referved  the 
Ufe  of  this  Prayer  for  them  till  they  were 
admitted  by  Baptifm  into  God^s  Covenant^ 
and  received  the  Adoption  of  Sons^  anid  a 
Right  to  the  everlafting  Inheritance  of 
G(S^  Childien  ^  and  upon  this  Account  in 
their  Offices  of  Baptifm,  as  it  is  in  ours  al- 
io, the  Lord's  Prayer  was  not  ufed  till  the 
Perfon  was  baptized,  who  being  thereby 
made  a  Child  of  God,  might  join  with  the 
reft  of  the  Congregation  in  calling  God 
Father.  And  it  ka  very  great  Truth  which 

this. 


Digiti 


feed  by  Google 


^4         Oftr  Father  which      Vol.  II* 

tills  limiting  the  Ufe  of  the  Load's  Pfayec 
to  baptized  Perfons,  as  anciently  it  .was,  im- 
,  plies,  viz.  that  God  is  the  Father  of  all  thofe 
who  are  admitted  into  the  Ch-urch  of  Cbrift 
in  a  moie  excellent  Senfe  than  hq  is  of  the 
Iteft  of  Mankind.  But  then  withal^  the 
Conifort  of  thofe  other  Relations  wherein 
We  ftand  to  God,  as  he  is  our  Creator  and 
I^referver,  and  as  we  are  made  in  his  Like- 
i^efs^  the  Comfort  of  all  this  returns  upon 
our  being  adopted  to  be  his  Children  in 
Baptifm ;  and  we  need  not  fo  confider  his 
being  oar  Father  upon  this  Account,  as  to 
forget,  that  he  is  fo  upon  others  too. 

Now  this  is  the, plain  Meaning  of  our 
calling  God  FATHER. 

And  now  let  us  confider  the  l/fefulnefs  ot 
this  Compellation  with  reference  tp  thofe 
Affedlions  with  which  we  ought  to  make 
our  Prayers  to  God ;  whereof  the  firft  I 
ihall  name  is, 

I.  A  firm  Belief  that  God  will  regard 
(0ur  Riequefts,  and  grant  us  the  Effeft  of 
them,  For  without  this  we  fhall  have  little 
Heart  to  ask  any  thing  of  him,  and  when 
we  do,  our  Defires  would  be  always  cooled, 
and  our  Devotion  abated  by  Diftruft.  And 
niow  what  can  more  fully  exprefs  what,  we 
Would  believe  concerning  God's  Goodnefs 
towards  us  than  that  he  is  our  Father?  For 
this  gives  us  Encouragement  to  make  our 
Ee(jueft»  known  to  him,  altho*  he  be  fo  in- 
finite!/ 
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finitely  above  us,  that  it  fcemeth  to  look 
Kke  Arrogance  and  Pride  for  us  to  prefume 
fo  much  as  to  fpeak  to  him.  This  I  fay, 
that  altho'  the  Lord  b^  high,  and  infinitely 
exalted  above  us,  yet  he  is  our  Father^  and 
we  are  his  Children*  There  is  an  abundant 
Benignity  and  Kindnefs  promifed  to  us  by 
that  Relation  wherein  we  ftand  to  God,  as 
our  Creator.  When  we  pray  to  him,  we  go 
to  the  Fountain  of  our  Beings,  to  whom  wc 
are  no  Strangers,  who  knew  us  from  the 
iirft  (ince  be  made  us,  efpecially  fince  he 
gave  us  a  Reafonable  Nature  to  Know  him, 
to  love  'him,  to  pray  to  him,  and  to  receive 
Favours  and  Benefits  from  him.  But  above 
all,  This  giveth  us  great  Confidence  in  his 
Goodnefs,  that  we  ftiall  be  regarded,  whea 
we  pray  to  him  i  That  he  did  not  think  it 
beneath  him  and  unworthy  of  him  to  adopt 
us  for  his  Children  ;  That  he  fent  his  own 
Son  to  take  pur  Nature  upon  him  to  recon- 
cile us  to  GoAy  to  be  the  Firft^orn  amongft 
many  "Brethren^  and  to  make  us  Fellow 
Heirs  with  himfclf  of  an  everlafting  Inheri- 
tance ia  the  Kingdom  of  God.  Upon  all 
thefe,  Accounts  our  Saviour  hath,  as  you 
fte,  in  the  two  firft  Words  of  this  Prayer, 
given  us  great  Encouragement  to  dsk  of 
God  that  which  is  needful  for  us.  Tis  as 
much  as  if  he  had  told  his  Difciplcs  before- 
hand, You  may,  with  great  Alacrity  and 
good  Affurance,  make  your  Prayers  to  God, 
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for  in  praying  to  Win  you  fpeak  to  your  Fa^ 
ther.  And  that  he  laid  great  Strefs  upon 
this  Confideration  fi^r  this  Purpofe,  is  plain, 
from  what  be  faid  to  them  in  St.  Luke^  pre- 
Ijjntly  after  he  had  prefcribed  to  them  this 
Form  of  Prayer,  cK  ii.  v.  ij.  Ifj^^^^^g 
tvil  know  how  to  give  good  Gifts  to  your 
Children^  how  much  more  Jhall  jour  heavenly 
father  give  his-  holy  Sfirit  to  them  that  ask 
him?  Than  which  nothing  ever  could  be 
faid  more  fit  to  create  in  us  a  Confidence, 
that  there  is  nothing  in  God  to  hinder  the 
prevailing  of  oi»r  Prayers,  whatever  thetd 
may  be  in  our  felves;  and  indeed  if  we  re-- 
gard  Iniquity  ^in  our  Hearts^  the  Lord  wiU 
not  hear  us.  But  fetting  this  afide,  what 
maiy  be  feulfy  in  oar  (elves,  I  can  difprove 
ainy  Pretence  that  can  be  brought  againft 
praying,  as  if  it  might  be  unprofitable.  God 
indeed  by  fome  M^  is  reptefented  as  if  he 
were  abfdiitely  and  unchangeably  deter- 
mined upon  the  Ruin  not  only  of  the  great^ 
eft  Part  of  Mankind,  but  even  of  the  gfeatv 
cft  Part  of  Chriftians,  as  if  they  were  bbund 
over  to  remedilefs  Mifery  by  fuch  a  Chairt 
of  Decrees,  as  the  Force  of  all  their  Prayers 
and  Endeavours  can  never  break  afundei^. 
But  if  we  have  one  jealous  Thought  of  this 
Kind,  let  us  but  confider  that  our  Lord  Je- 
fus  hath  taught  us  to  call  God  ow  Father  ; 
and  if  we  can  but  believe  that  he  hath  not 
difiemUed  with  us,  and  put  vain  Words  io- 
ta 
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to  our  Mouths,  this  will  banifh  every  fuch 
diftruftful  Thought  out  of  our  Minds.     He 
knew  full  well  all  the  Decrees  of  God,  for 
he  came  from  the  Father^  and  nothing  was 
hid  from  him.     Had  he  known  that  thou 
wert  irreverfibly  doom'd  to  eternal  Mifery, 
he  would  never  have  made  thee  believe 
that  God  was  thy  Father ;  he  would  never 
have  commanded  thee  to  call  him  ioj  in 
Confidence  of  his  Goodnefs.    Hath   God 
himfelf  expoftulated  with  wicked  Men  from 
the  Relation   which   they  claim  towards 
^m^  if  I  be  a  Father^  where  is  mine  Ho^ 
nour?  AiaL  u  6.  And  can  we  think  that 
he  hath  left  roorft  for  any  of  us  to  retort 
this  Expoftulation  upon  him  in  this  manner; 
If  thou  art  bur  Father,  Where  is  thy  Com- 
t)aflion?  Where  are  thy  Bowels?  Where  is 
thy  Goodnefs  ?  This  Ver)^  Name  of  God 
may  convince  us  that  he  is  no  Ibwr  or  in- 
flexible Being,  that  there  is  no.Injuftice,  nd 
Unkindnefs,  no  Cruelty  in  his  decrees  and 
Cbunfcls  concerning  us;  that  he  cannot  be 
inexorable  to  our  real  and  juft  Defires ;  that 
when  we  call  upon  him  he  will  gracioufly 
hear  us,  and  that  like  as  a  Father  ptietb 
hisChildren^  fo  he  will  be  merciful  to  us 
when  we  make  our  Requefts  to  him. 

2.  If  our  Prayers  to  God  ought  all  to  be 

accompanied  with  a  grateful  Senfe  of  his 

Benefits  already  received,  and  with  a  rnoft 

hearty  and  affedionate  Love  of  him  for  his 
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Goodnefs  tOMrards  us ;  We  may  be  afFefled 
thus,by  confidering  that  God  is  our  Father-^ 
for  this  is  that  Reafon  which  St.  John  gives 
why  we  love  God,  viz.  becaafe  he  firjt  lo- 
ved usj  I  John  4.  19.  which  is  Che  true 
Reafon,  you  know,  of  Childrens  Love  to 
their  Parent? ;  to  their  Parents  I  fay,  who 
are  long  beforehand  with  their  Children  in 
AflTcftion  and  Obligation  j  And  in  this  re* 
fpeO:  it  appears  that  the  Love  of  God  is  a 
Paternal  AfFedion,  becaufe  be  firft  loved  m^ 
moved  thereunto  by  himfel^  not  drawn  td 
it  by  any  precedent  Obligation  from  us; 
Wherefore  when  we  call  God  Father^  we 
are  admoniQied  to  return  the  Affection  of 
Children  towards  him,  Which  cannot  pofli- 
bly  equal  his  to  us,  but  ought  to  be  the 
greatert  we  can  conceive,  fo  as  to  loVe  hiffl 
with  all  our  Hearts^  with  all  o^r  Souls ^  and 
with  all  our  Strength. 

J.  If  we  ought  to  come  before  God  with 
the  moft  lowly  and  humble'  Reverence  of 
his  Authority  and  Greatnels;  Are  we  not  io^ 
firuQed  thus  to  difpofe  our  felves  when  we 
make  our  Appligation  to  God  as  our  Father  i 
The  Goodnefs  of  an  Equal  Ihould  not  en- 
courage us  to  take  the  Liberty  of  a  rude 
Boldae(s,  much  lefs  the  Goodnefs  of  a  Fa- 
ther \  the  Clemency  of  a  Father  may  invite 
us  to  draw  near  to  him  with  Affurance  of 
fucceeding,  but  t!ien  the  Authority  d  ^ 
Father  w2l  teach  us  to  know  our  Difiance, 
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to  behave  our  felves  yith  due  Reverence 
and  Regard,  to  beware  of  wanton  and  fool- 
ilh  Thoughts,  of  irreverent  Poftures,  ofun- 
fcemly  and  broad  Expreflions,  for  which  it 
is  no  Excufe  to  fay  that  God  is  our  Father^ 
fince  this  is  an  Aggravation  of  that  Fault, 
theGoodnefs  of  God  being  infeparable  from 
his  Majefty.  If  i  he  a  Father^  where  it 
mne  Honour  ? 

4.  If  our  giving  up  our  felves  to  do  the 
Will  of  God,  and  the  Sincerity  of  our  Obe- 
dience be  requifite  to  make  our  Prayers  ac- 
ceptable ;  This  is  what  we  confefs,when  we 
fay,  Our  Father.  For  hereby  we  acknow- 
ledge his  Authority  over  us,  and  our  Obli- 
gations to  Obedience  \  and  that  the  Vrajet 
of  the  Wiched  is  an  Ahomination  to  the  Lordj 
hut  the  Prater  of  the  Ufright  is  his  Delight  j 
fince  the  former  feems  to  call  God  his  Fa- 
ther  in  Mockery,  the  latter  not  only  fpeaks, 
but  does,  like  a  Son.  It  is  this  Compellati- 
on  of  God  that  teacheth  us  to  be  Folloxvers 
of  God  as  dear  Children^  to  grow  more  and 
more  like  to  him,  by  walking  in  the  Light 
ds  he  is  in  the  Lights  by  loving  and  doing 
his  yfi\]y  which  is  the  Spirit  and  Difpofiti- 
onthat  moft  of  all  rgcomqiendeth  our  Pray- 
ers to  God. 

Thus  much  may  be  (kid  of  the  formef 

Part  of  the  Compellation,  Our  Father :  To 

which  is  added,  which  art  in  Heaven  \  the 

Meaning  of  which  is  to  be  had  from  thofe 
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Places  of  Scripturie  where  the  Phrafe  is  ufcd^ 
as  in  Ifaiab  66^  and  elfewhere,  in  which  it 
feems  plain  that  the  Phrafe  is  defigned  to 
exprefs  the  infinite  Perfeftions  of  God  ;  and 
when  it  is  faid  that  God's  Throne  is  in  Bea^ 
ven^  and  that  he  dwelleth  on  high^  and  the 
likej  the  Excellency  of  his  Greatneis,  th^ 
Almightinefs  of  his  Povyer,  and  the  Infinite- 
nefs  of  his  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs,  and  the 
Peerlelhefs  of  his  Majelty,  is  defigned  to  be 
expreffed.  And  that  our  Lord  intended.fuch 
a  Meaning  under  thefe  Words,  feeoK  plain 
enough  fiom  the  xith  Verfe  of  the  follow- 
ing Chapter;  If  ye  hehtg  evil,  lays  our  Sa- 
viour, know  how  to  give  goad  Gtfts  to  your 
Children^  how  much  more  Jhall  your  Father 
which  is  in  Heaven  give  good  Things  to  then^ 
that  ask  him  ?  iF  you  being  evil  (i.  e.)  ioi- 
perfeft  as  to  all  Qualities  ,requifite  to  Bener 
ficence,  fubje£i:  to.foolifli  Anger  and  Ill-will, 
very  often  ignorant  what  is  for  your  Chil- 
drens  Good,  and  often  unable  to  do  what 
you  would,  if  yet  You  arc  willing  and 
knowing,  and  able  to  do  them  many  good 
Turns,  how  much  more  fhall  your  HEA^ 
VENLY  Father  (i,  e.)  God,  who  is  in^- 
nitely  good,  who  is  the  Almighty  and  So- 
vereign Difpofer  of  all  Things,  who  is  all- 
wife,  and  forefees  every  thing,  how  much 
more  fhall  He  give  good  Things  to  his  Chil- 
dren that  ask  him  ?  So  that  this  PalTagc  ad- 
moniflieth  us,  that  in  Prayer  we  fpeak  tq 
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that  infinite  Goodnefs  upon  which  we  all 
depend,  that  Almighty  Power  to  which  we 
muft   all   be  fubjed,   and  that  aU-fceing 
Knowledge  from  which  nothing  is  hid,  and 
to  that  holy  Majefty  which  cannot  with  the 
leaft  Approl^tion  hehold  Iniquity.    And  do 
not  thefe  ConGderations  tend  to  excite  in 
us  thofe  AfFedions,  which  were  juft  now 
mentioned,  yet  more  effedualhr  ?  For  they 
plainly  lhew,that  we  are  to  pioffefs  our  Souls 
with  that  Faith  and  Truft  in  God  which 
fhould  expel  all  manner  of  Doubt,  with, 
that  Affe^ion  to  him,  that  Reverence  of 
him,  that  Spirit  of  Obed^nce  and  Submifli- 
00,  which  his  infinite  Goodnefs,  Majefty  aa4^ 
Authority  do  require;   And  therefore  wV 
ought  to  be  very  much  afl^amed  and  abaOi^ 
ed  that  we  have  fo  often  faid  thefe  Word^^- 
Ow  Father  which  art  in  Heaven^  without 
any  due  Senfe  of  what  we  fay,  not  To  roucl^. 
as  obLgiflg  our  felves  to  attend  to  our  l?rayv 
er,  but  fufFering  our  felves  to  wandc^  im- 
peronently,  and  to  be  taken  off  by  eyery 
idle  Fancy,  \|/hen  we  fpeal^  to  thq  infinitely 
great  and  good  Majefty  of  fiod^  as  if  wo 
were  not^  bound  to  have,^  fingular  R^aftf 
to  his  PrefencCf .  A  Man  wo3i(i  be  af|t,  to 
be  (fended  if  lie  perceived^  tl^f  we /were, 
moftty  thinking  of  fomethmg  dfe,  whes^  W 
pretend  to  converfe  with  him ;  Byt  wjerdf); 
not  confider,.that  this  is  a  greater  Affront 
to  God,  by  how  much  more  reafon  tjierq  i>* 
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that  we  Ihould  ftand  in  awe  of  fo  great  a 
Majefty,  and  be  devoted  to  fuch  infinite 
Goodnefs,  and  be  aflured  that  he  knows 
our  Thoughts,  and  cannot  be  made  to  be- 
lieve by  our  Words  that  our  Hearts  are  diC- 
pofed  to  him  as  they  ought  to  be,  when  in 
Truth  thfere  is  no  fuch  Matter. 

And  now  we  muft  not  think  that  thefe 
Words,  Our  Father  which  art  in  Heaven^ 
will  work  fuch  Difpofitions  in  our  Minds  as 
I  have  been  fpeaking  of,  as  if  they  were  a 
Charm,  and  could  produce  theEflteO:  with- 
out our  mindling  and  confidering  them,  or 
that  the  mere  repeating  of  thefe  Words  juft 
at  the  time  we  ufc  this  Prayer,  will  be  like- 
ly to  excite  'thofe  good  EfFeSs  in  us  which 
the  Things  meant  by  them  require ;  alas ! 
I  doubt, we  know  the  contrary  by  too  much 
Experience.  But  without  queftion,  when 
6iir  Saviour  gave  this  Forr^  to  his  Difciples, 
he  intended  they  ihould  confider  it  before 
they  ufed  it,  and  that  they  might  under- 
ftand  not  only  what  they  prayed  for.  but 
m  w|iat  manner  they  fhould  do  fo,  and  this 
l^y  letting  them  fee,  of  Whom  they  were  fa 
aJk  fuch  Things,  to  wit,  of  their  Father  in 
Heaven.  We  muft  make  our  fclves  well 
acauaintcd  with  the  Meaning  of  thefe 
Words,  and  not  only  that,  but  get  a  lively 
and  habitual  Senfe  of  their  Meaning  upon 
our  Hearts,  and  be  afFe£led  with  it  at  other 
times,  be/ides  thofe  when,  we  fay  Our  Pray^ 
'  '  '  ^rs 
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ers,  that  the  fame  AfFeftions  may  be  ready 
to  be  awakenecl  in  us  whenever  we  &li 
down  upon  our  Knees  to  fay  the  Words. 
And  for  that  reafon  I  have  (hewn  you  what 
is  the  true  Meaning  and  Ufe^f  this  Form 
of  calling  upon  God,  with  refpeft  to  thofe 
Difpofitions  and  Affedions  wherewith  we 
ought  to  pray ;  and  if  we  do  not  obferve 
and  mind  this  IJfe  of  fucli  Forms  of  Invo- 
cation when  we  pray  to  him,  we  edify  no- 
thing at  all  by  them;  God  careth  not  for 
our  yielding  to  him  his  great  and  excellent 
Titles,  our  calling  him  Heavenly  Father^ 
Moft  gradofM^  Almighty^  Moft  merciful^ 
EverlaBing^  &c.  if  he  doth  not  fee  that 
Love,  and  Reverence,  and  Humility,  and 
Faith,  and  Devotion,  in  our  Hearts,  which 
are  the  only  real  Acknowledgments  of  his 
infinite  Perfedions.  And  if  we  do  not 
make  this  Ufe  of,  and  give  this  real  Mean-, 
ing  to  our  Words,  when  we  call  upon  him 
by  his  Titles  of  Excellence  and  Perfedion, 
I  fear,  we  do  no  better  than  give  Teftimony 
againft  our  felvesj  and  declare  our  own  Im- 
pudence, in  proftituting  our  felves  fo  unfit- 
tingly and  rudely  before  him,  to  whom  we 
acknowledge  all  Devotion  of  Mind  is  due, 
wnen  we  give  him  none  at  all,  in  profe^mg 
to  know  Godj  when  at  the  fame  time  we 
gl<mfy  him  not  as  God. 

I  come  in  the  fccond  place  to  fhew  you 
the  Suitabl^nefs^  of  our  (falling  upon  God  by 
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this  Title  of  OuV  Father  who  is  in  Heaven^ 
to  the  whole  following  Prayer.  For  if  you 
obferve  it,  thefe  Things  which  our  Saviour 
hath  taught  us  to  ask  in  this  Form  of  Pray- 
er, are  the  fitteft  Things  imaginable  to  be 
a$ked  of  our  Father^  and  our  heavenly  Fa-* 
tber:  From  whence  we  may,  by  the  way, 
gather  a  great  Argument  of  Gbd^s  Readi- 
nd&  to  he^f  us,  and  to  grant  our  Requefts, 
when  we  ufe  the  LOR  D's  Prayer,  as  we 
ought;  Becauip  Then  we  are  fare  we  ask  no 
Other  Things  than  what  are  jM-oper  for 
Children  to  ask  of  him.  I  fhall  here  therer 
fore  briefly  and  Summarily  go  thro*  every 
Petition  of  the  Lord^s  Prayer,  fhcwing  vou 
from  the  moft  general  and  obvious  Senle  of 
e*ch  Petition^j  that  Thefe  Things,  which  our 
Lord  hath  taught  us  to  pray  tor,  are  molt 
fit  and  proper  to  be  asked  ot  our  heavenly 
Father.  And  this  I  fhall  the  rather  do,  be- 
caufe,  altho*  I  interid  a  naore  large  and  parr 
ticular  Account  of  each  Petition,  yet  one 
that  is  more  fliort  and  general  may  be  of 
more  Ufe  to  fome  Perfons,  and  of  foa^e  Ufe 
to  all  ^ 

As  to  the  firft  Petition,  Hallowed  he  thy 
Name^  we  pray  in  thefe  Words  that  we  and 
all  Mankind  ipay  have  fuch  an  awful  Re- 
gard dF  God's  Majefl:y,  that  none  of  us  may 
dare  to  profane  his  Worfhip,  or  to  throw 
the  leaft  Contempt  iipon  any  thing  that 
doth  in  a  peculiar  manner  belong  to  him, 
'    '  '  that 
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that  his  Word  aod  his  Sacraments  may  be 
revered,  that  God  may  be  honoured  every 
where  by  the  Profelfion  ot  the  true  Rehgi- 
on,  ajwi  by  the  JPurity  and  Conftancy  of 
his  Worfhip  in  reh'gious  Affemblies,  and  by 
a  reverent  Ufc  of  all  Things  that  arc  holy 
to  him. 

And  now  you  cannot  but  fee  that  k  is. 
verv  meet  for  a  Child  to  be  ftudious  and 
j&ealous^for  his  Father's  Honour,  and  not 
only  to  abftaia  himfelf  from  doing  any  thiiig 
that  is  difhonourable  to  his  Name,  but  ta 
be  defirous  and  careful,  as  much  as  in  hun* 
lies,  that  he  be  not  dilhonour'd  by  any  Bo- . 
dy  elfe.  And  therefore  it  is  moft  proper  for 
us  to  pray  to  our  heavenly  father^  that  thro' 
his  Grace  not  only  we,  but  all  Mankind, 
may  confpire  in  giving  him  that  Honour 
and  Glory  before  the  World,  before  Mea 
and  Angels,  which  is  due  co  his  Majefty ;  ■ 
that  it  may  not  be  violated  any  where  by 
idolatry,  by  Sacrilege,  or  any  Kind  of  Pro- 
fanenefs,.  but  every  where  upheld  by  Purity 
of  Worftiip,  and  a  reverent  Ufe  of  all  holy 
Things ;  And  by  this  very  Defire  we  exprefs 
that  Reverence* we  have  to  him  our  felves. 

The  next  Petition  is,  Let  thy  KJngdom 
come^  in  which  we  dpfire  to  fee  the  King- 
dom of  God  advanced  above  all  Powers  in 
the  World,  as  it  will  be  moft  vifibly,  at  that 
pay,  when  he  will  fully  reward  the  Righ- 
teous and  punilh  the  Wicked,  and  alhJu- 
J  '  "  thority 
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thority  jhall  he  fut  down  under  his  Fe^t^  to 
the  Convidiori   and  Confufion  of  all  his 
Enemies,  arid  the  evei'lafting  Security  and 
Joy  of  all  his  true  Children  and  Servants, 
and  particularly  that  we  our  felves  may  in, 
fhai:  Day  be  admitted  into  his  Prefence,  to 
live  for  ever  with  him  in  his  Kingdom  of 
Glory  •    And  is  it  not  a  Petition  meet  for 
God^s  Children,  that  hi§  Government,  who 
rules  not  only  with  the  Authority,  but  with 
the  Juftice  and  Clemency  of  a  father ^  may 
vifibly  prevail  againft  all  Oppofition  what- 
foever  that  is  made  againft  it?  For  this  is  in 
eflfeft  to  defire,That  all  Unrighteoufnefs  and 
Iniquity,  that  all  the  Sin  and  Mifery  of  this 
World  may  vanifh,  and  give  place  to  Cha- 
rity, Truth,  Sincerity,  Good-will,  Righte-. 
ouihefs  and  Equity;  that  all  Power  ntey 
fall  out  of  the  Hands  of  Wickednefs,  and 
Oppreffion,  and  Deceit>  and  may  be  taken 
into  the  Hands  of  the  infinite  Goodnefs  of 
the  all-good  and  all- wife  Father  of  Men  • 
^nd  Angels,  and  con^mitted  to  none  but  tq 
the  Wife  and  Good. 

In  the  mean  time  we  pray,  as  in  the 
third  Petition,  that  his  Will  ma^  he  done  in. 
'Earth  oa  it  is  in  Heaven  (i.  e.)  till  the  King^ 
dom  of  God  thus  glorioufly  appear,  tllat 
there  may  be  fome  Proportion  between  the 
Obedience  that  we  pay  unto  him  upon 
Earth,  and  the  chearful  and  perfed  Readi^ 
nefs  wherewith  the  Angels  obey  him  ia 
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Heaven.  And  now  Ihall  I  need  to  (hew 
yOu  that  this  is  alfo.  a  congruous  Petition? 
What  is  more  plainly  the  Duty  of  a  Child 
than  Obedience?  To  whom  is  Obedience 
more  naturally  due  than  to  a  Father? 

Give  us  this  Day  our  daily  Bread  \  which 
is  as  much  is  to  uy,  While  we  live  let  us 
enjoy  fuch  a  Proportion  of  Food  and  Ray- 
ment,  and  all  other  Neceflaries  of  this  Life, 
as  may  be  fufficient  for  the  conftant  Per- 
formjince  of  our  Duty.  And  upon  whom 
have  Children  their  Depehdance?  From 
whom  do  they  expe£l  Maintenance,  but 
from  their  Parents?  But  their  Defire  ought 
to  be  within  Reafon^  they  ought  not  to  ask 
Superfluities,  but  only  what  is  convenient 
for  cheni,  all  that  is  more  mud  be  left  to  a 
greater  Wifdom  and  Judgment  than  their 
own. 

In  the  next  Petition,  Forgive  m  our  Tref 
fajfes^  as  voe  forgive  them  that  treffafs 
againB  «r,  we  do  not  only  pray  for  Pardon 
oT  our  Sins,  but  we  make  ProfefRon  of  our 
Repentance*  As  we  forgive  others,  we  de- 
fire to  be  forgiven,  for  that  is  one  Conditi- 
on of  being  forgiven,  and  it  being  an  Emi- 
nent one,  and  fomething  Difficult,  it  is  pro- 
fefsM  in  behalf  of  ail  the  reft;  forgive  w^  as 
we  do  engage  our  felves  to  be  governed  by 
thy  good  WiU  and  Pleafbre  in  all  Things, 
particularly  as  we  do  from  our  Hearts  re- 
mit Injuries  done  to  us^  and  have  no  re- 
vengeful 
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.vengeful  Inclinations  againft  thofe  that  have 
done  them.  Now  is  it  not  meet  for  a  Sin- 
ner,To  fey  with  the  prodigal  Son  J  will  arife 
and  go  to  my  Father  j  dndjay^  Father^  I  have 
finned  againB  Heaven  and  before  thee^  and 
am  no  more  worthy  to  le  called  thy  Son  ?  Td 
beg  Pardon  for  what  is  paft ;  To  profefs  a 
fincere  Purpofe  not  wilfully  to  offend  him 
any  more;  and  particularly  To  acquit  him- 
felf  of  all  Di(jpo{iuon-fb^4>e  fevere  with  thole 
that  have  ofltended  himfelff  To  proteft  that 
he  for  God's  Sake,  who  is  a  common  Fa- 
ther to  us  all,  doth  from  his  Heart  forgive 
them?  . 

The  laft  Petition,  Leadu^  not  into  Temp- 
tation^ but  deliver  U6  from  Evil^  doth  in  ge- 
neral fuggeft  our  Defire,  that  God  would 
not  forfake  us,  nor  deprive  us  of  his  graci- 
ous Protection ;  in  particularj  that  he  would 
not  put  us  upon  very  hard  Trials  of  our 
AfFeaion  and  Obedience  to  him,  and  alfo 
that  he  would  not  leave  us  to  the  Power  of 
thofe  Temptations  to  Sin  which  we  are  in 
Danger  of ;  that  by  the  Grace  of  his  Provi- 
dence, he  would  keep  the  Temptation  from' 
being  over  great,  and  by  the  Grace  of  his 
Spirit,  enable  us  to  refift  and  overcome  it^ 
how  great  foever  it  be.  To  make  which 
Requeft  to  God  we  have  this  Encourage- 
ment, that  he  is  our  Father^  and  of  himlelf 
inclined  to  fupply  our  Weaknels  by  the 
Power  of  his  Gracc^ 

And 
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And  now  we  have  greater  Encourage- 
ments and  ftronger  Reafons  to  ask  all  thefe 
Things  of  God,  if  we  confider  that  he  is  our 
HEAVENLY  FATHER* 

For  whofe  Honour  (in  the  firfl:  place) 
fhouid  be  fo  dear  to  us  as  His,  who  made  us 
out  of  nothing;  who  hath  given  us  our  Be- 
ing ;  and  who  hath  hegotttn  m  again  to  a 
lively  -Hofe  of  immortal  Happinefs  h)  the 
RefnneHion  of  Jefus  Chrift  from  the  Deadf 
Thefe  are  Benefits  infinitely  greater  than 
we  can  receive  from  our  Earthly  Parents. 

Whofe  Dominion  and  Kingdom  Ihould 
we  wifh  to  prevail  againft  all  Oppofition, 
but  His,  who  governs  all  Things  by  infinite 
Goodnefs  ? 

To  whofe  Authority  fhouid  we  defire  to 
fubmit  our  felves  abfolutely  ahd  unrefervcd* 
ly,  but  to  His,  whofe  Will  is  always  juft; 
whofe  Commandments  are  ever  righteous, 
which  is  not  always  true  of  Earthly  Pa- 
rents ;  who  hath  It  in  his  Power  to  prpted 
us  in  our  Obedience,  and  to  reward  us  for 
it,  which  they  have  not  always,  and  to 
reward  us  with  infinite  Bleffings,  which 
they  never  can? 

Of  whom  fhouU  we  daily  ask  all  Things 
necefTary  to  our  prcfent  Well-being,  but  of 
Him,  that  is  always  able  and  always  willing 
to  do  what  is  bell  for  us ;  who  is  our  con- 
ftant  Refuge;  who  can  nevftr  fail  us?  Whem 
my  Father  and  my  Mother  forfah  me^  them 
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the  Lord  will  take  me  upj  fays  the  Pfalmift, 
Pfal.  27.  10.  When  all  Human  Means  fail. 
His  Power  and  Goodneft  is  not  at  a  ftand. 
Upon  whom  fhouW  we  depend  but  upon 
Him,  to  whom  all  Things  muft  be  fubje£t ; 
whofe  is  the  Earthy  and  the  Fulnefs  thereof':^ 
who  is  the  Proprietor  of  the  whole  World? 

Of  whom  fhould  we  more  chearfuliy  and 
humbly  ask  Pardon,  than  of  Him  whom  we 
have  moft  ungratefully  oflfended,  but  who 
is  yet  infinitely  pleafea  with  our  return  to 
our  Duty ;  who  hath  proclaimed  himfelf 
the  Lord  God  merciful  and  graciom^  /^^<?- 
fuffering^  abundant  in  Goodnefs  and  Truths 
keeping  Mercy  for  Thoufandsj  forgiving  Ini^ 
^Uity^  andTranJgreJJion  and  Sin?  Exod.  54. 
6,  7- 

Laftly,  To  whofe  gracious  ]?rote£lion 
fhould  we  conftantly  commit  6ur  felves, 
that  we  may  be  preferved  from  Evil,  but 
to  His,  who  fully  underftands  the  Meafure 
of  bur  Strength;  who  perfedly  knows  what 
we  are  able  to  bear,  and  is  able  to  confider 
our  Infirmities  under  all  our  Temptations, 
to  proportion  our  Trials  to  our  Abilities, 
and  to  deliver  us  in  all  our  Straits  and  Ne- 
ceflities  ? 

And  thus  you  fee,  that  in  all  Refpefls  the 
Invocation,  which  our  Lord  hath  taught  us 
to  begin  this  Prayer  withal,  is  fuitable  to 
every  Petition  which  he  hath  taught  us  to 
ask  in  the  Prayer,  all  the  Things  we  dcfire 
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in  it  beiog  fit  for  us  to  defire  of  our  Father' 
which  is  in  Heaven. 

So  that  our  Lord  hath  not  only  taught 
us  to  believe  that  Gbd  is  our  Father^  and 
given  us  Boldoels  to  call  him  fo,  but  more- 
over hath  taught  us  what  is  proper  for  us 
to  Ask  of  him,  becauie  he  is  fb;  and  there* 
fore  we  may  farther  conclude  that  in  this 
Prayer  he  hath  encouraged  us  to  apply  to 
God  in  an  our  reafonable  Needs,  becauie 
there  are  none  fuch  which  we  may  not  free* 
ly  ask  our  heavenly  Father  to  fupply. 

Moreover  I  oblerve,  that  he  bath  not 
only  taught  us  to  ask  of  God  what  is  fit  for 
to  to  ask,  becaufe  he  is  our  heavenly  Fiaher^ 
but  thro*  every  Petition  fecf  hath  inftruded 
us  what  Duty  we  owe  to  him,  as  to  our 
Father. 

In  the  firft  Petition,  Hallowed  he  thy 
Name^  we  ejiprels  our  Reverence  to  h^ 
Majefty. 

In  the  fecond.  Thy  Kjngdom  come^  our 
Love  of  his  Goodnefs,  and  our  Defire  to 
live  for  ever  with  him. 

In  the  third,  Thy  Will  ie  done  on  Earth 
as  it  is  in  Heaven^  our  Subje£tion  to  his 
Authority^  our  Obedience  to  his  Cpm- 
mands. 

In  the  fourth.  Give  us  this  Day  our  dailjf 
Bread,  our  Dependancc  upon  his  Prosvi- 
dence,  Care  and  Bounty. 
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In  the  fiftli>  Forgive  w  our  Tref^es,  as 
we  forgive  them  that  treffafs  agaitift  us,  our 
^i^^ib  hfe  Merty,  and  our  Belief  of  his 
Word. 

-    In  the  laft,  Leddtts  wot  into  Temftation^, 
hut  deliver  us  from  Evil,  we  exprefe  our 
Tfuft  in  Ws  Power,  an4  WilcIom>   and 
Ck^ttefs,  in^e  Grace  of  his  Providence, 
and  in  the  Grace  of  hl6  good  ^i  k. 

Now  all  thcfd^iire  IXities  chat  we  owe 
«aguf  he* vetily- Father 

So  that  this  Pi'ayer  of  our  Lord  hath  not 
only  -taugltt  us  what  we  are  Ato  sk  of  God, 
Imt  what  we  are  to  Be  our  fdves. 

la  the  laft  place,  I  ought  not  to  omit 
Vf^att  thiiik  is  by  all  obferved,  a^d  well 
ebferved^  that'the  beginning.of  the  Prayer, 
with  the  Prayer  it  felf,  implies  and  teaches 
the  Charity  of  prayiijg  for  one  another, 
even  in-  our  private  Prayers,  bceaufe  our 
Lord  hath  taught  us  in  them  to  fay  OUR 
f^he^\  and  therefore  fome  of  t&e  Anci«its 
adcdtMted  t^  a -Prayer  that  Ought  to  be 
ufed  by  every  Chriftian  in  his  private  De- 
votioasi  that  he  may  not  omit  praying  for 
the  Githohek  Church. 
' -And  truly^ft  feems  to  me  that  there  is 
that  Fulnefs  of  Senfe  in  Fewnefs  of  Words, 
fchat  Plairinefe  and  Simplicity,  thofe  edify -^ 
hi^  tftftwiiaionsj  eafy  to  be  underilocd  by 
all,  not  beneath  the  Gonfideration  of  any ; 
tiiere  is  that  Excellency  in  this  FORM  of 
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PRAYER  open  ill  Accoants,  that  it^vevj 
way  api)ears  to  be  worthy  of  itt^AuTilbRj 
and  I  win  add,  that  the  Matter  of  it/  If 
there  was  nothing  elfe  Co  iniciiice  my  Belief 
ftiews  plainly  enough  that  it  waft  intend^ 
for  a  Prayer  to  be  ufcd  by  the. Church  of 
Chrift  while  the  Earth  IhouM  endUrey  and 
not  onlv  for  the  Firft  Dticf{)lcfs  of  our  S^vix 
our,  before  the  Holv  Ghoft  was  given  them. 
They  that  are  macle  to  believe  this,  do  not 
well  confider  that  the  Divinity  and  Do- 
ftrinc  of  this  Prayer  doth  not  look  as  if  it 
w^e  calculated  for  f he  Weaknefs  .and  Jiji- 
perfeftion  of  NoviceS,  but  fafther  for  the  f nl 
ftruftion  and  Devotion  of  the  moft  Perfe^ 
Chriftians.  And  fetting  afide  thofe  Paflages 
in  it,  that  relped  our  finful,  frail,  and  mortal 
Condition  in  this  World,  it  is  a  Prayer  that 
may  be  faid  by  the  Angels  in  Heaven.  And 
whfle  we'live  here  in  Honfes  of  Clayj  and 
are  encompafled  with  Temptations  and  In* 
firmities,  there  is  no  Prayer  which  can  bet- 
ter exprefe  our  Senfe  of  God's  Goodnefs  to-^ 
Wards  us,  to  whom  our  Saviour  hath  taught 
us  to  apply  our  felves,  as  Children  to  their 
father^  nor  our  Emulation  of  the  Purity 
aod  Pier&£^  of  the  ble0ed.  Spirits  abov^^, 
while  we  defire  that  God's  f^/?/  may  le  dont 
on  Earth  as  it  is  in  Heaven^  nor  can  more 
efFeaually  excite  all  thofe  good  AfFedions 
which  make  up  inward  Devotion,  as  I  have 
fliewn  by  thofe  plain  Confiderations,  ^hich 
G  %  the 
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the  Form  of  Invocation  in  this  Prayer^ 
taken  by  it  (elf,  and  compared  with  the 
whde  Prayer,  affords ;  and  for  being  plain, 
they  are  u)  much  the  more  profitable,  for 
they  are  not  meet  for  the  Speculation  of  a 
nice  Underfbinding,  but  for  the  Improve- 
jment  of  true  Devotion ;  and  God  grant  we 
may  not  iofe  the  Ef£bd  of  them. 
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SERMON  IV. 

The  Second  Sermon  on  the  LORD  $ 
PRAYEK.. 


OTS* 


M  A  T  T  H.  VI.  qt. 

IN  difcourfing  upon  this  Petition  I  HiaU 
confider  the  Matter  of  it,  that  we  may 
know  what  we  pray  for  in  it,  and  alfo  whae 
manner  of  Perfons  we  ao^  to  be,  ^  we 
ufe  it  with  Underftanding  and  Confiderg- 
tion. 

I  fljall  fhew  what  it  is  to  hallm  the 
Name  of  God,  and  howlmany  Inftances  of 
a  religious  Man's  Duty  come  under  it.  . 

In  order  to  which  I  am  to  Ihew, 

1.  What  is  meant  by  ihe  Name  of  God. 

2.  What  we  are  to.underftand  by  baU 
lowing  his  Name, 

The  Name  of  God  fignifies  firft  of  all 

God  faimfcl^    Thus  wjieu  it;  is  faid.  The 

G  I  Name 
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Name  of  God  is  holy,  the  Meaning  is,  that 
God  is  holy^  .A"4  PQ  ^^^^  *?*?  ^k''  Name  of 
jf^^X^///,.  is.no  i^iifir  thing  thaxLtO-Call  up? 
on  God  himfelf.  And  to  fvoear  by  the 
Name  of  God^  is  to  fwear  by  God.  And 
to  VeMeie  in  the  Name  ofChrtft,  is  tp  be- 
liete  in  •Chrffl'.'    " 

2.  The  Name  of  God  is  very  often  ufed 
tcCi2^9li  that  which  belongs  to  him  as  his 
Peculiar,  in  Contradiftinftion  to  that  which 
is  common,  or  belongs  to  Us."  Indeed  all 
Xhings-jace.  GQd*s»..and  he  is  thc-Fcoprietoc 
of  the  whole  World ;  but  yet  fom5  Things 
are  in  a  motip  .pie^culiar  manner  his  than 
others  are,  thpfe  efpecially  which  are  refer- 
Sred  for  his  iSei'vicc  and  Worfhip ;  and  thefe 
Things  are  not  his  only  by  Original  Right, 
Bod  by  fpecia^'Heiation,  and  therefore  they, 
a[08  calked*  by  hH  Name.  And  thus  we  find 
SdmM  prayiiffi  rthac  the  Houfe  which  he 
had  ifcuilt  for  God  might  be  known,  to  be 
eattcidby  his  Name,  i  ^wgi  S,  SS9.  (K  e.) 
that  it  might  be  known  to  be  iliis  Houfe.- 
Aid  fo  the  Afk  of  iGod  is  f^id  to  have  the 
Nflme  (fGodckWeA  on  in  it,  i  Chron^  i  j.  d* 
And  by  hlce  reaibn  every  Thing  Iws  the 
Name  of  God  «pon  it  which  is  feid  to  be 
his,  in  ContradiiHndion  co  what  is  ours ; 
as  when  St.  ^aal  d^inguifhcs  >betweenour 
bwH  Houfes  and  the  Cmrcb^  which  h  the- 
EmfeofGods  i  Cor.  11.  22.'  So  that  the 
Aiiwrof  God  either  fignifies  (jod  himfelf. 
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or  it  is  u(ed  to  expreis  (bmethin^  that  lutli 
a  peculiar  Relation  to  his  Service^  and.  js 
therefore  called  bylij^  .N^^e*  ! 

I  proceed  ^lien  £q  enqv^re^ 

2dly^  What  w^  are^  1:o  underftand  by 
halk'mng  the  Name  of  ^d  (i.  e.)  by  hal- 
lowing the  Divine  Majefty,  God  himjfelf^ 
and  Imllowing  tbofe  Tlyngsthat  are  called 
byhisNaip^,  .     ., 

For  the  underdfanditig  of  whjk:h  it  wi^ 
be  propw  and  roquifite;  to  fay<,  What  iis 
meant  by  hall(nvmg/ov  fan^ifying,  an^ 
therefore  by  HOLINESS  here,  th?  trii© 
Notion- of  which  wpiU.  l^d  us  into  that 
Meaning.  j  n 

Holine^  fometimes  fignifies.the  Prqbe-, 
minence  of  ibme  Things  above  ocherS|  and 
their  Separation  from  common  HJfe*    Thuji 
the  People  ofJfrael  were*  faid  to  be  holji  to 
the  Lordj  bec^ufe  the  Lord  had  choCen  tben| 
.before  all  other  Peojple  t^  be  his';  Tefiall  he 
holj  unto  fne^  for  I  the  Lord  am  hoi 
have  fevered  you  frotf}  other  Peofle 
ye  fhould  be  mine^   Leyit^  i2o*  26* 
hence  it  is  that  what  is  common  is  0 
to  that  which  is  holy.    Therefore  wfi 
are  faid  to  fan^ify  or  h^Uo'w  any  things  it 
muft  fignify  either,     ^  . 

1.  To  make  that  holy  whfch  was  not  To 
before.     Or,  \ 

2.  To  treat  and  ufe  that  which  is  hply 
m  a  Way  fvuMtble  to  its  Eminence  and  San- 
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€tity.  And  this  latter  is  the  Meaning  of 
t!ie  Word  in  this  Petition,  Hallowed  he  thy 
'Name\  for  we  cannot  fanftify  the  Name 
of  God  by  making  it  holy,  but  we  do  fan- 
ftify  it  wnen  we  u(e  it  reverently. 
;  And  now  that  I  have^fhewn  what  we  are 
to  underftand  -  by  the  Name  of  God,  and 
what  by  hallowing  or  fanOiifying  his  I^awe^ 
y;,  remains  that,  we  put  thefe  Things  toge- 
ther, and  fhew^^ 

I,  What  it  is  to  fanftify  the  Name  of 
God,  as  this  fignifies  fanftifying  God  him- 
m:\  And- 

iii/j'.  What  it  is  to  fanSify  the  Name  of 
God,  as  this  fignifies  fanflifying  thofe  things 
yrhich  are  peculiarly  related  to  him,  and 
that  are  called  by  his  Name  iii  Token  of 
fucn  ^peculiar  Relatfon. 

;i^  Sana:%jng'the  Name  of  God  (i.  e.) 
God^ximfelf,,  coniifts'  in  thefe  Things. 

Tn  Honourable  Thoughts  of  the  Divine 
Majefty.     And, 

In  AfFedions  and  Aftions  fuitable  to  fuch 
Thtiughts,    And 

In  Hlonouring  him  by  the  Worfhip  that  is 
due  to  him-  .  . 

For  this  is  to  do  unto  God  accortJing  to 
his  Holinefs,  to  think  of  him  as  we  ought 
to -think,  andi  to  exprefs  inward  by  out- 
ward Honour  and  Reverence. 

In  thtfirif  place  then,  the  incomparable 
Majefty  ot  God  is  to  t>e  hallowed,  hy  think- 
ing 
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ing  worthily  and  honourably  of  him,  be* 
caufe  this  is  the  Ground  of  all  our  Refpe^): 
and  Reverence,  by  which  we  are  to  fandi- 
fy  his  Name. 

Now  it  is  a  true  Notion  of  God,  that  he 
b  a  Being  infinite  in  Wifdom,  Power  and 
Goodncfs;  and  he  that  thus  thinks  of  God^ 
thinks  worthily  and  honourably  of  him* 
But  it  is  very  hard  for  us  to  conceive  what 
is  imphed  in  thefe  Words-,  our  Thoughts 
k)fe  themfelves  when  we  try  to  compre- 
hend what  it  is  to  be  infinitely  perfed ;  and 
therefore  God  hath  reprcfented  himfelf  to 
us  under  other  Notions,  far  more  eafy  tp 
be  conceived,  nwre  fuitable  to  the  Infirmi- 
ty of  our  Minds,  and  more  e£S^dual  for  the 
exciting  that  Reverence  and  Divine  AfFedi- 
on,  which  the  Contemplation  of  the  Divine 
Nature  (hbuld  caufe  in  us.  He  hath  givea 
us  to  underftaftd  what  the  Effedsof  his  in* 
finite  Perfettions  are,  that  bf  the  Effeds 
we  may  judge  c^  the  Caufes,  which  we  are 
for  better  able  to  do,  than  to  judge  of  Cau- 
fcs  themfelves.  He  hath  (hewn  us  what  he 
is  in  relation  to  us,  which  we  cap  more  ea« 
fily  conceive,  than  what  he  is  in  himfelf; 
and  thus  he  hath  made  himfelf  known  by 
the  Scriptures.    As  for  laftance, 

1.  That  He  is  the  Maker  of  the  whole 
World.  To  confider  the  Eternity,  the  in- 
finite Wifdom,  Power  and  Goodnefs  of  God, 
abftradcdly  flora  all  other  Things,  is  that 
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which  wonH  foon  tire  the  ableft  Under-i 
ftandif^.    But  oor  Minds  aHe  better  abto 
to  deal  with  Things  that  .are  not  infinite, 
tho'  they  are  exceeding  great,  and  t^aP 
ftritre  Our  Sebibs  and  Imagination,   thaiji 
with  Things  invifible,  and  not  fub^d:  to 
Senle.    When  we  confider  how  all  Things 
are  franned  as  we  now  fee  them,  what  si 
magnificent  Work  the  Heavens  and  the 
Earth  are,  and  with  what  a  Variety  of 
Things,  and  all  of  them  for  Ufe  and  Qrna^ 
fnent,  they  are  furniihed,  the  duUeft  M^ 
muft  be  ftricken  wkh  Admiration  of  the 
Ooodne^  whkh  detigned,  of  the  Wifdoni 
which  contrived,  and  of  the  Power  that 
perfeded  all  thefe  Things ;  and  withal  cant 
not  but  acknowledge,  tlrat  be  faimfelf  al- 
ways' was,  who  was  before  then!  all.    A 
great  Part  of  the  Idoktry<^tbe  World  cod* 
filled  in  wOr(hipi»ng  the  Sun,  Moon,  and 
Sears,  the  Fnutis  of  the  Earth,  and  the  World 
k  felK    As  ftupid  as  they  were  who  com* 
n^kted  Idolatcy,  yet  they  were  right  in  this^ 
Ihat  ehofe  Things  were  fit  to  raife  the  Ad-< 
miration  of  ^U  that  coafidercd  them. ;  But 
they  foolifhly  gave  that  Honour  to  the  Ef>, 
ftds,  which  was  doe  only  to  their  Catifcu 
They  fhould  have  conTid^red^  how  miHjh: 
greater  and  better  was  HE,  that  madeialt 
Things  in  this  Otder,  how  wife,  and  might 
ty^  and  good  He  was,  that  created  tlNife 
^ery  Beings*  whk^  they  in  their  Folly  tdok 
■'    '•  'to 
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to  be  Gods,  iince  the  imifiUe  Thtfigs  cfhim 
frrnn  the  Creathn  of  thi  IVorld  are  clearfy 
feeK^  being  underftood  hy  tlie  Things  that  art 
wade^  even  bit  eterHal  Power  and  Godhead^ 
Rom.  I.  20. 

2.  We  are  Ukcwife  to  conceive  of  God, 
that  He  is  the  Governoor  of  the  whole 
World,  doifig  what  He  pleaib  in  Heaven 
and  in  Earth ;  that  his  Creatures  are  all 
fubjeft  to  his  Power  and  Providence,  with^ 
in  his  Juri^idion,  and  under  his  Authoritj^ 
They  that  have  no  mind  to  live  under  the 
Government  of  their' Temporal  Lord,  may 
prefendy  change  their  Seat,  and  go  where 
the  Laws  and  Cuftoitis  of  their  own  Coun^ 
try  cannot  iitich  them.  Bat  if  we  fhould 
go  to  the  Ends-of  the  Earthy  we  are  ftitt 
tinder  God's  Autl^rity,  and  bound  by  hk 
Laws ;  Vor  tht  Earth  is  the  Lord's^  and  the 
hdnefs  theretf,  i  Cor.  10.  s^.  And  hft 
Government;  is  not  cKMifined;  to  this  E^lrth 
iieither,  but  »  as  wide  as  the  whole  Crea- 
tion; nothing  id  exempted  from  his  Power 
and  Providence:  Now  this  helpcth  us  to 
a  yet  more  lively  Notion  of  thie  Perledions 
of  God,  efpecially  of  his  infkite  Underlhind-' 
ing;  which  can  attend  'to^  ionumerablei 
Things  wkhouE  Di(^radion,  and  difpofe 
and  guide  them  according  to  his  own  good 
Pleafure,  as  eafily  as  any  one  of  them,  tit- 
the  next  place,        '         . 


Digitized 


by  Google 


g</^.  It  Is  not  bard  to  coticeive  of  God  by 
this.  That,  wherever  we  are,  we  are  ftill 
-obferved  by  him.  That  none  of  our  Adion^ 
,«o  nor  our  Thoj^bts,  can  be  hid  from  him  ; 
That  the  Eyes  of  theLord  au  in  every  Place, 
^bol/Sng  the  Bpil  and  the  Gopd^  Prov*  15^ 
If  That  he  imweth  our  down^ttit^  and 
mt  nf-rifiHg^  anfl  underfiand/stb  pur  Thot^fka 
afar  og.  That  he  cmf^'eth  our  Path,  and 
aur  lying  down^  and  is  acquainted  with  all 
fiur  Ways, .  That  we  camtot  go  from  his  Spit 
rit^  nor  fee  from  his  Pre/eftce.  That  t/:^ 
^arknefi  hidetb  not  from  him,  hta  the  Darkt 
mefs  and  the  Ught  are  hotb  alike  to  bim^ 
Pfal  159.  2,  J,  7,  12.  / 

Moreover  it  is  ealy  to  apprehend  the 
Mercy  and  Goodnefs  of  the  Divine  Natur^ 
when  we  cooHder  that  God  is  the  Saviour 
of  the  World,  that  he  fent  his  own  Son  in- 
to,the  World  to  make  an  Atonement  for  our 
SinSj,  .to  invite  us  to  Repentance  by  the  Prp- 
miies  (^  FOFgivenefs  and  Eternal  Life.  And 
ik  is.not  hard  10  conceive  of  the  Purity  of 
^e;  Divine  Nature,  if  we  confider  thofe 
iLs^s  to  which  he  hath  obliged  us,  and  tgk 
thQ  .Qbedienoeof  which  he  hath  confined 
Jhiis^Promii^of  Pardon  for  the  Time  paft, 
;jifKi  of  a  Reward  hereafter  j  for  if  his  Law« 
be  holy^  andjt^,  and  good,  fuch  is  his  Will, 
and  fpeh  is  his  Nature. . 

Finally,  To  all  this  we  are!  to  add,  that 
Qc4  is  the  Judge  of  the  whole  World  j  that 
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the  Wiclfed  fliall  not  go  unpumflacd,  nor 
the  Righteous  lofe  their  Reward ,  that  hk 
Sentence  (hall  determine  the  State  of  Men 
and  Angpls  for  ever  ^  that  he  will  zl^oju^c 
the  World  in  Righteoufnefsy  Ads  17.  j  i.  that 
he  is  able  to  coniider  all  the  Circumftances 
of  every  Man,  to  weigh  every  thing  that 
tends  to  the  Mitigation  or  the  Aggravation, 
of  an  Offence^  and  that  makes  a  good  A^i- 
on  more  or  lefs  rewardable^  and  that  he 
will  reward  and  punifh  without  ref^eB  cf 
Terfons. 

And  thus,altho'  it  be  not  fo  eafy  to  conceive 
of  (lod  as  he  is  in  himfelf^  yet  it  is  obvious 
enough  to  conceive  of  him  io  as  we  ought^ 
as  he  ftands^  related  to  us,  as  he  is  our  Ma« 
ker,  the  Creator  of  the  whole  World,  as  he 
IS  our  Supreme  Lord  and  Governour,  and 
as  his  Providence  extendeth  to  all  the  World, 
as  he  obferves  all  our  Anions,  and  knows 
all  our  Thoughts,  as  he  is  the  Saviour  of 
the  World,  as  he  is  a  righteous  and  holy 
Lawgiver,  and  as  he  is  the  Judge  of  Men 
and  Angels,  and  will  infallibly  reward  and 
punifh  without  refpeSing  of  Perfons. 

Thefe  are  the  Eflfeas  of  that  infinite  Pow- 
er, and  Wifdora,  and  Goodnefsof  God,  which 
Perfedions  in  themfelves  are  above  our  \3nr 
derftandings  to  comprehend ;  but  thefe  Ef-- 
Ibds  we  underftand,  and  by  them  we  come 
cafily  to  acknowledge  their  Caufe,  which 
is  tm  infinite  Perfedion  of  the  Divine  Na- 
ture.      '  "  And 
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And  This  is  that  which  is  ncceflary  in  the 
firft  place  to  the  hallowing  or  fanSifying 
the  Name  of  God,  viz.  to  think  of  him  ac- 
cording to  his  pxcellent  and  incomparable 
PerfcOTons,  as  he  hath  made  himfelf  Icnowa 
by  their  Effeds,  and  in  aD  thofe  Relation^ 
wherein  we  ftand  to  him.  • 

Where  there  is  this  Knowledge  of  God; 
that  which  in  the  fecond  piace  is  neceffar^ 
to  the  fanftifying  of  his  Name  is,  that  ouf 
Hearts  (houla  be  difpofed  and  affcfted  t6^ 
wards  him,  fuitably  to  that  Underftanding 
we  have  of  his  Peerlefs  Perfections,  which 
h  to  make  a  real  Acknowledgment  of  them  \ 
and  this  confifts  in  Gratitude  for  his  Bene^ 
fits,  m  a  reverent  Fear  of.  him,  m  loving 
him  above  all  Things,  in  putting  our  whole 
Truft  in  him,  and  fuch  fike  relfebus  A^ 
feftions,  which  his  infinite  Perfeaions,  tcv 
gether  with  his  Providence  over  us,  do  re* 
quire.    This  is  what  the  Scripture  means- 
by JanBifying  the  Lord  God  in  our  Hearts^ 
I  Pet.  J.  15.  It  is  to  love  the  Lord  our  G^ 
iiuith  all  our  Hearts  and  all  our  Souby  and 
tp  fear  him  atove  all  Things.    Great  and 
marvellous  are  thy  Worh^  Lord  God  Almigb^ 
t}^  ju^  and  true  are  thy  Ways^  thouKjng  of 
Saints.    Who  Jhall  not  fear  thee^  0  Lordf 
and  glorify  thy  Name^Jor  thou  only  art  holyf 
Rev.  15.  3,  4.    Now  where  there  are  ftot- 
thefe  and  the  like  religious  Affeftions  to->- 
wards  God,  our  Knowledge  of  his  Perfedr*^ 
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ons  doth  but  make  us  the  more  inexcufably 
guilty  of  diihonouring  him,  becaufe  there 
is  fo  much  the  more  reafbn  why  we  fliould 
glorif)f  him  as  God^  Rom.  i*  ^i.  He  that 
fears  the  Anger  of  a  Man  more  than  the 
Juftice  of  God,  he  that  is  a  hover  of  PJea^ 
jwts^  more  than  a  Lover  of  God^  2  Tim.  j. 
4.  He  that  putteth  his  Truft  in  Riches  more 
than  he  doch  in  God,  He  that  lives  without 
calling  upon  God,  and  doth  not  acknow« 
ledge  his  Dependance  upbn  him,  he  doth 
in  cSbO:  afcribe  to  other  Things  the  Pter- 
fedbns  o(  God,  he  doth  what  in  him  lies 
to  derc^ate  from  the-Majeftv  and  Hdinefe 
of  God,  for  he  is  really  dilpofed  towards 
him,  as  if  there  were  fome  Power,  and  Good- 
nefs,  and  Wifdom,  greater  than  God's,  as  if 
he  were  not  the  mighty  Creator,  the  pror 
vident  Governoup,  and  juft  Judge  of  the 
WorW. 

idfyy  The  ftn^ifying  of  God's  Name,/;  f.- 
of  God  himfclf,  requires  alfo  the  doing  Ho- 
nour to  him  by  outward  Worfhip.  In  that 
external  Worftiip  which  is  due  to  God^  I 
mean  chiefly  (uch  as  we  are  to  perform  to 
him  befdi'e  Men,  and  efpcdaMy  in  religious 
Affemblies,  and  this  confifts  of  Ihvocatioii 
tf  God  by  Prayer,  iand  offering  up  to  him 
the  Sacrifice  of  Praife  and,  Thankfgiving^ 
with  Acknowledgment  of  his  infinite  Per- 
ie£fcions,  and  of  lus  Providence  over  us,  noe 
tocliidiog  tile  external  Reverence  of  Bodily- 
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Worlhip  in  the  l?erformance  of  thefe  Things. 
And  in  religious  Invocation  thefe  Things  arc 
to  be  obferved,  that  the  Matter  of  our  Pray- 
ers and  Thankl^ivings  be  fuch,  as  that  God^s 
infinite  Perfections  and  Providence  be  ac- 
knowledged thereby,  as  when  our  Praycfs 
and  Thankfgivings  imply  him  to  be  the 

treat  Creator  of  the  World,  the  Saviour  of 
Mankind,  and  to  have  the  Supreme  Difpo- 
fal  of  all  Things ;  for  by  fuch  Invocation 
we  do  plainly  acknowledge  his  Angular 
Eminence  and  Perfedions.  And  then  again , , 
that  the  Invocation  it  felf,  abftrafted  from 
the  Matter,  implies  our  Belief  of  his  Omni* 
prefence  ;^  for  to  call  upon  an  invifible  Being 
every  where,  with  Aflurance  that  we  arc 
heard,  implies,  that  he  is  every  where. 

The  Sum  of  what  hath  been  faid  is  this  2 
That  God's  Name  is  to  be  hallowed,  by  ac-^ 
Icnowledging  his  excellent  ;ind  incomparable 
Perfections,  by  thinking  of  him  Honourably, 
as  we  ought  to  do,  by  AfFedions  of  Heart 
fuitable  to  fuch  Apprehenfipns,  and  by  that 
outward  Bodily  Worfhip,  which  fignifies 
pur  Acknowledgment  of  his  Perfeftions. 

And  this  it  is  to  halhm)  the  NameqfGod^ 
9s  that  fignifies  to  fan^ify  GOD  Himfelf. 

I  am  in  the  fecond  place  to  fhew,  How 
the  Name  of  God  is  to  be  hallowed,  by  the 
Ufe  of  thofe  Things  which  are  called  by  his 
Name,  in  Token  of  their  peculiar  Relation 
to  Him,  fuch  as  the  Revenues^  appertaining 
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to  the  focrcd  Fundion,  holy  Times,  holy- 
Places,  the  holy  Bible,  Oaths,  and  Vows, 
yea,  and  all  Perfons  baptized  into  Chrifi. 

As  for  Revenues  fct  apart,  whether  bf 
Gift,  or  by  the  Law  of  Man,  for  the  Main- 
tenance of  God's  Servroe  an4  Wqrfhip, 
God's  Naoje  is  to  be  hallowed  gqd  farjajfi- 
ed  by  applying  them  to  the  Mjain|;enajacfB  qf 
\as  Service ;  and  the  Conccary  tbereiicijto  l^;|i 
the  Nature  of  Sacrilege,  aijd  is  robbing  God 
qS  his  Hpnour.    Ti;^  true  H^^u^  iodej^^  * 
why  the  Minifters  of  tb^  Church  cjo  ope 
ufe  to  indft  upon  this  Matter  in  their  S^rr 
moos  and  Difcourfes,  ai)d  to  lay  thp  Sin  of 
defrauding  God  in  ^is  Mtp^rs  home  t^ 
the  Coniciepces  of  Peo{4e^  is,  .becayf?  th^ 
feetn  to  plead  their  qwh  Caufe,  and  ^q  Ij^ 
open  to  this  Cenfure,  that  they  make  ufe  c^ 
God's  Name  to  Enrich  Therafelves.  But  to 
deal  plainly,  they  who  ajre .not  liable, to  .b^ 
Used  with  a  Worldly  ^rit  upon  f^ny  Q^r 
AccouatEt,may  fpeak  thf  pltii^  Truth  iq  Thiy 
Matter,  and  nuy  well  enough  let  Hm 
know,  that  with-holdii^  ifie  pue^  of  tlip 
Church  from  God's  Minifters  k  no  lef^  tha^ 
robbing  of  God;  and  if  Men  will  Aill  fay, 
this  proceeds:  from  ^othiqg  but  our  own 
Sel^(hne&,  we  cannot  help  that. 

As  ^o  Times  ^nd  Places,  l^atural  Reti^- 
on  hath  every  where  tau^t  Mankind,  thjat 
God  is'to  have  his.^i}liar  iq  fib^m»  ^lid 
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no  w^nde^  theni  if  Ghriftianity  gives  hitrt 
.both/     ;    .      .:>.-:' 

As  for\Timestha.t  are  holy  to  God,  they 
ire  to  be  employed  in  his  Service,  according 
ib  the^  liitent  of  their  being  feparated  for 
that  Purpofe..'  Highly  probable  it  is  that 
■the  L6rd*s  Day  \Vats  let  apart  for  the  religi- 
ous Aflemblies  of' Ghriftiaris^  to  ferVe  God 
^a  the  Ordinances  6fhis  Werfhrp ;  fet  apart, 
!l'fay,  by  the  Authority  ofthei  Apoftle^ 
'  fehemfelVes,  with  Dcfign  to  oblige  the  whole 
C^jurchaftei'wards  to  the  Obfcirvation  of  it; 
6a  which  Day  diverfe  ordinary  Praftices 
aire  tb  be  fefriihed  from,  that  may  be  a.U 
ld>#ed  dhd  are  neeeffan^  at  6thcr  times  j  for 
tvhicfif  -ffealSii  the  Obtervation  of  this  Day 
has  been  guarded  by  Lawsj  f6<fprifidefabl9 
a  Part  of  the  outvl^ard  Profeffion  of  Chrifti- 
anky  cpnfiftkig  itills  ObferVation.  And  they 
do  ill  whb  put  n6piftiri6:ion  it  all  betWeen 
this  and  other  DayS)  ^s  thinking  that  thel 
Obfe^vaition  of 'it  in  D!ftiniaio&  from  the 
oilier  Six  of  th^^  Week,  were  running  into 
Jkdaffm.-  And  'i^ey  are  more  to  blame  ftill 
Wlib  thmfc  they  cannot  declare  their  Diflike 
of  thbfe  that  are  indeed  ^^wi/l^Jy  precife  on 
this  Day,  «rid  ftjregardlefs  all  the  '(vhile  of 
Days  made  hcrfy:  by  Human  Appointment 
and  Separation,'  any  other  way,  I  fay,  thaa 
by  bpjirfihg  Prd^ncneft  to  their  Supefftiti- 
bUj-  by  Rdvelliilg'fthd  Riot,  and  fuch  fcan^ 
dfflous  Liberties^  as 'are  in  themfelyes  into- 
lerable 
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lefable  at  any  time,  and  therefore  greater 
Profanations  of  an  holy  Day  than  if  the 
Shops  Were  open,  and  Trade  was  as  bufily 
.   driven  on  as  it  is  all  the  Week  befides.  Such 
therefore  do  what  in  them  lies  to  banifli  all 
Senfe  of  Religion,   and  the  Reverence  of 
God  out  of  the  World,  which  can  never  be 
maintained  but  by  outward  Obfervations, 
and  putting  a  vifible  Difference  between 
Things  common  and  holy,  as  between  com- 
mon Times  and  what  are  ieparated  to  be 
holy,  whether  the  Authoritj^  upon  which 
the  Diftihdion  and  Separation  ftands  be 
Apoftolical  or  EccleiiafticaL 

And  then  as  for  holy  Places,  they  are 
fuch  as  are  feparated  for  the  Service  of  God 
iQ  religious  AfTemblies,  and  there  is  the 
fame  Reafon  for  them-  that  there  is  for 
Tim»,  both  being  neCeffary  Circumftances 
belonging  to  the  folemn  W orlhip  of  God ; 
for  therefore  the  iSeparation  of  Things  from 
common  Ufe  hath  been  the  Relkion  of  all 
A&nkind.  And  tho'  in  this  refpett,  as  well 
as  in  the  oth@r.  Men  ma^  run  into  Super- 
flition,  yet  that  (I  take  it)  is  the  more  excu- 
lable  Extreme,  than  to  run,  on  the  other 
fide,  into  FtdSmenefs*    But  there  is  no  need 
other  rf  the  one  or  the  other.  Cuftom  and 
Common  Senfe  will  fhew  What  Refpeft  is 
to  be  given  to  God's  Houfe,  and  how  his 
Name  is  to  be  honoured  this  way,  that  is^: 
by  the  feme  Teftimonies  of  Reipe6^  at  leafl 
Ha  which 


Digitized 


by  Google 


loo  Haliawed  he        Vol.  II* 

which  arc  ufually  given  to  the  Prcfien'ce- 
Chambers  of  Kin^.    For  the  Meaning  of 
outwardTeftimOnies  of  Religious  Reverence 
coald  not  be  underftood,  if  they  were  not 
the  lame  with  tbofe  that  wc  ine  for  Civil 
RefpeQ.    It  is  true  that  God  is  prefent  in 
all  Places,  but  yet  he  is  more  efpecially  pre- 
fent in  his  Houfe  than  dfcwhere.    Jacob 
very  Well  knew  that  God  was  omniprefent^ 
yet  he  could  fay,  Swrely  the  Lord  is  in  this 
Vlace,  and  I  kftew  it  mt,  Gto.  2S.  16.   And 
therbfore  they  thar  came  into  the  Temple 
were  fa  id  to  come  before  God,  and  to  ftand 
BEFORE  Him,  T>/.  9$.  6.  and  160.  2,  4. 
Mhah  6»  6.  Rev.  9.  iji  Which  could  not 
be  ti'uly  affirmed,  if  he  were  not  more  par^ 
ticulaiiy  prefeht  in  the  Places  of  his  Wor- 
fiiip  than  he  is  in  other  Places.    Therefore 
feys  tlK  wife  Man,  Ecvlej.  5.  *.  Kf^^  thy 
Foot  when  thou  g^eft  into  the  Houfe  cf  God. 
The  plain  Meaning  of  whidi  is,  fliew  out- 
ward Reveretec  j  for  that  fatting  off  the 
Shoe  was  in  the  E^em  Couhtries.the  fame 
chat  uncoverii^  ths  Head  is  with  us.    &Xid 
therefore  when  God  appeared  to.  Mofes  in 
rile  Bufb,  fays  be.  Put  off  thy  Shoes  from 
off  thy  Feet^  for  the  Place  whereon  thou 
ftandefi  is  holy  Ground,  Exod.  i.  .$►    And 
what  is  thus  faid  of  God*s  Houte,  is  true  cf 
all  the  Furniture  thereof,  that  k  fhcteld  not 
be  comnuMily  uftd.    Aodthe  true  Reafon, 
I'fuppofe,  ^y  this  Kind  of  Outward  Re- 
verence 
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verence  ti^  little  ufed  by  ibme  People,  as  if 
there  was  aothing  in  it,  k,  becaufe  of  the 
^perftition  of  others,  who  run  into  another 
Extreme,  fuppofing  I  know  not  what  Kind 
of  Hc^inefs  to  be  in  thole  Thing?  that  are 
akd  in  God's  folemn  Service,  betides  the 
Relation  they  have  thereunto.    A  very  or< 
dinary  Difcretwn,  one  would  think,  might 
fuffice  to  Hiew.  us  in  all  theCe  Matters  \^at 
is  6c  and  decent  to  be  done  between  jirofane 
Rudentfi  on  the  oneliand,  and  fuperilicious 
Scruple  on  the  other.    But  I  mud  pro&ls 
they  are  to  be  wondred  at  for  charging  Su- 
perftition  upon  all  religious  Refped  towards 
God's  Houfe  where  it  is,  who  all  the  while 
contend  fo  vk)lently  for  the  Obfervation  erf 
one  Day  in  fcven,  and  derive  their  Argu- 
ments almoft  entirely  from  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment,  and  particularly  from  the  Fourth 
Commandment.    For  tliere   is  the  Tame 
Strefe  laid,  upon  the  Reverence  of  holy  Pla-r 
ces  in  the  Old  Teftament  that  is  laid  upon 
the  Obfervatioo  of  holy  Times,  witnefs  this 
one  Rule,  which  takes  in  both,  Levit.  z6. 
i'  Te  jhail  leeef  my  Sabbaths,  and  reverence 
t»y  SANCTUART.    So  that  if  the  Authori- 
ty of  the  Old  Teftament  is  pleaded  by  them 
for  the  former,  it  may  likewife  be  proved 
?gainft  them  for  the  latter.     But  the  Truth 
is,  as  I  faid  at  firft,  It  is  a  Principle  of  Na- 
tural Religion,  and  that  which,  fetting  afide 
Prejudice,  eomraon  Senfe  will  lead  a  religi- 
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ousMan  to,  viz.  to  Honour' God,  by  put- 
ting a  Difference  between  thofe  Times  and 
Places  that  are  dedicated  to  bis  Service,  and 
thofe  that  are  left  for  common  Ufe* 

JBut  befides  thefe  Things,  there  are  others 
dfo  to  which  relative  Hoiinels  is  to  be  afcrir 
bed,  and  which  are  therefore  to  be  fanfti- 
fied", :  by  reafon  of  that  peculiar  Relation 
whOTein  they  ftand  to  God.  As  forfiiftanc^ 
fuch  i§  the  liol}  Bihle^  the  Scriptures  of  the 
^Old  and  New  Teftamcnt,  by  which  I  un- 
derftand  the  whole .  Writings  and  Books 
themfelves,  which  were  always  had  in  Re- 
verence amongft  Chriftians^  or,  which  I 
chiefly  mean,  the  Phrafes  and  Exfrejftons 
of  Scripture^  and  the  Senfe  and  Meaning  of 
them ;  Thefe  are  to  be  ufed  with  <jravity 
and  Refped  fuitable  to  the  Dignity  of  thoie 
Books,  which  are  of  Divine  Authority,  con- 
taining the  great  Truths  o£  God,  and  the 
great  Concerns  of  our  Souls.  The  Phrafes 
of  the  holy  Scripture  are  not  to  be  applied 
to  every  trivial  and  common  Ufe,  as  the 
manner  of  fome  Men  is,  whether,  in  def^n 
to  make  a  Shew  of  Wit,  or  to  cxprefs  a 
Contempt  of  thofe  holy  Writings  y  the  lat- 
ter indeed  is  intolerable,  and  the  Praftice 
of  none  but  of  Atheifts,  Deifts,  and  Infi- 
dels ;  but  the  former  is  inexcufably  profene, 
and  withal  Ihews  a  barren  Wit,  that  din- 
not  fupply  it  felf  without  invading  holy 
Things,  that  furprizes  the  Hearer,  not  with 
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a  facetious^  b^t  with  an  audacious  Liberty 
of  fpeaking.  When  we  fpeak  of  ordinary 
Matters,  'tis  an  impudent  thing  to  expreft 
our  felves  in  Scripture  Sentences,  an^,  to 
drefs  up  an  Idle  Jeft  in'^ripturp  Phrafe ; 
and  indeed  what  Writing  is  fo  trivial  and 
mean,  which  wf  could  abyfe  qr  expofe  more 
than  in  thi?,  fafljion  ? 

Anpther  fort  of  holy. Things,  in  the  Ufe 
of  which  Gpd's  Naipe  is  to  be  hallowed  or 
fandified/  are  Oaths  and  Vows. 

I.  Oaths.  The  Nature  of  an  Dath  con- 
lifts  in  this,  that  it  k  an  Appeal  to  God,  as 
the  Witnels  of  Truth ,  and  a  juft  Avenger 
of  Lying  ;and  Fallhood ,  for  the  Confirma- 
tion of  pur  Teftimony,  either  in  Affirming 
pr  Penyingtfomething  that  is  doubted  of,  or 
in  Probiifipg  tp  do  fomething  for  the  future. 
Therefore  an  Qath  js  profaned,  and  God 
thereby  highly  dillionqured,  either^ 

1.  In  Perjury.    Or, 

2.  In  Binding  our>^felves  to  Things  im- 
poffible  or  unlawful  by  it.    Or, 

J.  In  Rafh  and  Common  Swparing, 
I.  In  Perjury;  which  is  incurred,  you 
know,  either  by  affirming  upon  Oath  a 
Fallhood,  or  any  Fafl:  I  am  not  certain  of; 
or  in  a  promiilory  Oath,  by  not  intending 
the  Performance  of  what  I  fo  prpmife,  or 
breaking  the  ?ronwfe  afterwards.  And  it 
is  a  fad  Cafe  that  in  any  Age  and  Place 
profeflTing  Chriftianity  infinite  Dilhonour 
*    H  4    *  toW 
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fhouid  be  done  to  God,  afid  horrible  Dan-, 
ger  incurrM  by  Perjury  of  either  fort. 

2.  Oaths  are  profiined  by  fwearing  to  do 
Things  impoffible,  Or  to  do  Things  finful, 
by  both  which  we  greatly  djfhonour  the 
Name  of  God,  efpecially  by  the  latter,  in  as 
much  as  by  fwearing  that  we  will  do  what 
is  unlawful,  we  make  God  a  Witnefs  of  our 
Purpofe  and  Refolution  to  oflfehd  againft 
him.  Not  that  in  this  Cafe  there  is  any 
Obligation  cbntrafted  by  fuch  Oiths,  but  tQ 
Repentance,  and  to  feek  God's  Pardon  hear^ 
tily  for  having  ^iflionoured  his  Name  in 

h  is  to  be  hallowed,  by  rcfer- 
eat  and  weighty  Cafes,  as  for 
lublick  Peace  and  J\iftice.    But 
rifling  Occafion  to  make  ufe  of 
^        _    Pledge  of  our  Sincerity  and 
Truth  that  can  be  given,  as  it  is  a  Reproach 
to  our  felves,  fo  it  is  very  difhonourable  tQ 
God:    An  Oath  ought  never  to  be  ufed  but 
in  Matters  of  moment,  and  then  when  no 
other  Aflurance  can  reafbnably  be  relied  on. 
But  to  appeal  to  the  great  God  at  every 
Turn,  as  the  Common  Swearer  doth,  thus 
to  make  bold  with  the  Divine  Majefty,  is 
fo  fenflefs  a  Piece  of  Impudence,  that  we 
may  well  be  aftoniflied  that  Men  of  ordi- 
nary Wit,  mucli  more  they  that  make  any 
fretence  to  Religion,  fliould  be  guilty  of  it ; 
And  yet,  God  knows,  too  many  are.   But 
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ffioft  certainly  whofoever  fwean  ^"^  ^^^  ^^ 
ihion,  do  declare  that  they  have  no  Reve- 
rence of  an  Oath,  Qt^erwi^  they  dqrft  ooi 
fwear  fo  lightly. 

And  thiis  much  canceming  hallowing 
God^  Name  by  a  reverent  Ufe  of  Oaths. 

2dly^  This  may  be  applied  to  the  Mat- 
ter of  fows  too,  which  arc  &ilemn  Promit 
fes  made  to  Qod,  wherein  We  do  appeal  tx^ 
his  Knowledge  of  Our  Hearts,  and  invoke 
his  Juftice.  Now  concerning  this,  I  (ay, 
that  the  Matter  of  a  Vow  muift  be  always 
fome  Part  of  our  Duty,  or  fomething  that; 
may  ferve  to  keep  us  more  ftridly  to  it^ 
and  to  fecure  us  in  the  Performance  of  it;; 
for  by  vowing  aiiy  thing  elf^  we  oiake  a 
Vow  too  cheap,  as  a  common  Swearer  dott^ 
his  Oath.  But  when  we  have  vowed  to  tb« 
Lord,  the  Matter  of  the  Vow  being  jufl 
and  lawful,  we  muft  not  defer  to  pay  it| 
foe  this  were  the  fame  Pro^enefs  with 
Perjury,  only  with  this  Aggravation,  that 
a  Vow  is  a  Promife  made  to  God,  whereas 
a  promifTory  Oath  is  made  to  Man:  And 
fhall  we  be  lalfe  to  our  Maker,  and  deal 
untruly  with  God  ?^This  fbould  make  us 
feriouQy  look  back  upon  our  Baptifmal  Co- 
venant with  God,  and  the  Promifes  we  have 
made  to  God  in  cwr  Prayers,  and  the  ProN. 
miies  We  have  liiade  upon  our  (ick  Beds,  or 
in  any  Time  of  Diftrefs,  or  at  the  Lord's 
Table,  all  which  are  fo  many  Vows,  and 
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-wftbal  Proiiiiies  of  what  We  b^d  been  o^t*^ 
ged  to  if -we  had  never  vowed,  and  there- 
£>Fe  the  more  ftri£lly  to  be  performed,  M 
we  intend  to  hallow  the  Name. of  God.,  and 
not  bring  u(K>n  our  ieives  the  dreadiul  (xuilt 
d£  trifling  with  and  mockijig  hi$  liccred 
Majefty. ; 

Lafily.,  Even  all  Chriftians,  all  Bapfized 
TfYfons,  are  holy  to  the  Lord,  feparated  and 
taXkd  oat  of  the  Wwld  for  the  Service  pf 
God,  according  to  the  Rules  c^  holy  living ; 
and  therefore  we  are  to  ufe  our  felve^  a$ 
fedy  Perfons,  by  ha,viftg  no  SeUowfhip  with, 
the  mfrtatfid  Works  ofDarhnefsy  Eph.  5.,  1  j< 
1^  not  polluting  our  felves:  with  any  Ua- 
cleannefsop  Wiqkednefs,  by  ufing  our  felvc? 
as  becomes  thofe  whom  God  bath,  drawn 
nearer  to  himfelf.  Hence  it  is  that  the  Apo? 
ftie  fo  ofcen-exhorts  Chriftiajjs.to  walk  voar^ 
tlfy  tf  their  ba^  Calling,  and  of  the  Qofpel, 
fmcc  they  were  not  j^iefis^  and  Strapgers 
from  God,  but  made  nigh  hy  the  BloQd  (f 
CbriB,  Eph.  a.  ij.  It  is  not  foE  nothing 
thiat  in  the  New  Teftament  the  pnion  be- 
twixt Chrift  and  bis  Churcb 
Jthn  15*  5.  is  defcribed  by  thai:  of  th^ 
Mfbef.  5.  23,  yi^  and  the  Branches,,  the 
24*^25,  »?.  Hmhand  and  the  Wtfe,  the 
Gal.  5.  26.  Head  and  the  Members  y  tha^t 
»f»d,&  10,  we  are  all. called  the  Children 
(f  God,  the  Houfiold  of  Faith, 
afid  the  like  j  all  which  Cxpreflions  denote 
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a  very  near  Relation  to  God,  to  which  he 
faath  been  pleafed  to  admit  us.  And  I  doubt 
not  but  this  ii  one  Account  why  the  Ca« 
tholick  Church  in  the  Creed  is  caQed  holj^ 
that  is,  becaufe  it  is  relatively  holy,  as  be- 
ing called  out  of  the  World  for  the  Service 
of  God,  and  to  have  a  Fellowlhip  and 
Communion  with  him.  .  Atid  ftpm  hence 
it  is  plain,  that  every  wilful  Sin  in  a  Chrif 
ftian,  whofe  Name  is  given  to  God,  is  an 
Ad  of  Profanenefs  properly  fo  called,  tho? 
)t  might  not  be  fo  in  an  Heathen;  'tis  an 
alienating  of  himfelf  from  that  Ufe  to 
which  God  hath  feparated  him;  it  is  to 
bring  that  into  God's  Hoyfe  and  Family 
which  is  difhpnourable  to  him.  And  there* 
fore  the  Apoftle  calls  a  Believer  GaiPs  Tem^ 
iky  becaufe  he  is  dedicated  to  God's  Ser- 
vice. Kjiow  ye  not  that  ye  are  the  TemPle 
of  God?  fays  he  to  the  Corinthians.  Ana  (b 
he  calls  them  to  make  them  afraid  of  poUu- 
ting  themfelves  with  Fornication,  or  any 
fuch  unclean  Practice,  becaufe  thus  doing 
they  fhould  defile  the  TewPle  of  God.  Jnd 
if  any  Man  defile  the  Temple  of  God^  him 
Jball  God  defiroy:  for^  fays  he,  the  Temflc 
of  God  is  holy^  zvhich  Temple  ye  are^  i  CfoTv 
J.  16,  17. 

And  now  having  thus  (hewn  what  it  is 
to  hallow  the  Name  ofGod^  you  may  eafily 
fee,  What  Kind  of  Perfons  they  are  ttiat  can 
with  any  Serioufnefs  or  Senfe  fay  this  Peti- 
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iion^HaffoweJ  h  thy  'Same  j  To  be  fure,  Not 
thofc  that  have  too  Fear  or  Reverence  of 
Cfod  in  thdr  Hearts,  and  fliew  none  in  their 
Lives  5  Not  thofe  that  negleft  and  contemn 
his  outirard  Wodhip,  and  have  no  Regard 
to  holy  Things;  Not  the  (acriicgious  Inva«r 
der  upon  his  Rights^  Not  the  profane  Abu- 
fer  of  his  Weird  in  idle  Talk  *,  Not  the  perju- 
fcd  Man^  Not -the  vain  Common  Swearer  5 
Not  he  that  lives  in  the  Violation  of  Promi- 
fes  and  Vows  made  to  God  5  Nor  indeed  any 
profcfs'd  Chriftian  whatfoever  that  lives  i^ 
the  Pradice  of  known  Sin. 

Therefore  were  any  Such  welj  aware  whaf 
they  fay  when  they  fay  the  Lord's  Prayer, 
that  is,  when  they  lav,  haOoweJ  be  tly 
ffatne^  andif  they  coiifidered  well  the  Scn^ 
and  Meaning  of  thefe  Words,  their  Confcif^ 
enccs  would  ftop  their  Mouths,  and  make 
them  aftiamcd  to  put  up  that  Petition  to 
God,  which  they  live  in  a  direft  Contradi- 
ftiontot 

In  ftiorr,  the  Particulars  contained  under 
this  Petition  are  fuch  as  thefe. 

**  Let  us  ever  remember,  O  God,  that 
^  thou  art  our  great  Creator,  our  abfolute 
*^  Sovereign,  our  great  Benefaftor,  pur  mer- 
•  *  ciful  Saviour,  and  our  all-feeing  Judge  j 
"  and  wBilft  we  do  thus  acknowledge  thee, 
*^  may  we  ftand  in  awe  of  thine  Almighty 
^  Power,  thine  all-feeing  Providence,  and 

*^  thine 
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*^  thine  angry  Jufticc,  and  love  thy  bound- 
^  Jcfs  Goodnefs,  and  be  always  thankful  for 
•'  thine  innumerable  Benefits,  and  truft  in 
*Vthy  Wifdom  and  Truth,  and  call  upon 
"  diy^  Name  as  long  as  wc  live. 

**  Let  thy  Worfhip  be  every  where  mairt- 
**  tained  and  devoutly  frequented,  and  thy 
*'  Praifes  be  worthily  fet  forth  in  the  Af- 
**  femblies  of  thy  People. 

*'  Let  thy  Priefts,  the  Minifters  of  thy 
"  Glory  in  the  World,  that  ferVe  in  holy 
"  Things,  be  fupported  by  their  Duet  in 
•*  thy  facred  Service,  and  in  the  Execution 
**  of  their  great  and  high  Office* 

^  May  the  folemn  Times  of  thy  Worfliip 
**  be  religioufly  Obferved,  and  the  Places 
"  where  tfy  Name  is  recorded  be  had  in  due 
"  Regard^  and  may  thy  Sanduary  be  never 
"  laid  wafte  nor  brougttt  to  Defolation. 

"  May  thy  holy  Word  be  had  in  Reve- 
"  rence,  afid  let  us  never  take  thy  Name  in 
"  vain  into  our  Mouths,  nor  defer  to  pay 
*Vthe  Vows  we  have  made. 

"  And  thro'  the  whole  Courfe  of  our 
^'  Lives  may  we  floew  forth  the  Praifes  of 
"  him^  who  hath  called  us  out  of  Darknefs 
*'.  into  his  marvellous  Ltght^  who  hath  called 
**  us  to  his  Kingdom  and  Gloty^  that  others 
•^  feeing  our  good  Works  may  glorify  our  Fa^ 
"  ther  which  k  in  Heaven.  Thus,  O  Lord, 
"  let  thy  Name  be  hallowed. 

And 
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Andj  niy  Brethren,  let  every  one  of  us 
rerolye  that  in  all  thef6  Particulars  tre  will 
do  our  Parts,  «rhat  lies  in  us,  towards  the 
Sanclification  of  the  t^ame  of  God,  wHilft 
we  pray  to  God  that  it  may  be  Sandified. 
To  whom,  God  the  Father,  the  Son,  and 
the  holy  Spirit,  be  all  Honour,  Praife,  and 
Glory,  now  and  foi*  ever.    Amen* 


tiAJi&iiS/i&i!iJ^i!f»»»»ii»&»fsa&»»li  miism 
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S  E  R  MO  N  V. 

The  Tiiiird  Sermon  on  the  LORD*$ 
PRAYER. 


M  A  T  T  H.  VL  X. 

Thy  KINGDOM  come, 

TH  E  Kingdom  of  God  doth  fomedmcs 
figaify  in  the  Scripture  his  Abfolute 
Dominion  over  all  the  World.  Thus  faith 
the  Pfalmift,  The  Lord  haib  fre-^ared  h» 
Throne  in  the  Heavens^  and  his  ^ngdom  ru- 
leth  over  all,  PlkJ.  162. 19,  Verfes  21,  22. 
'Blefs  the  Lord  all  ye  his  Hojis.  'Blefi  the' 
Lord  all  his  JVorks ,  in  all  Places  ef  his 
DOMINION. 

This  Kjf^dom  of  God  is  adminiftred  by 
giving  Laws  to  all  Things,  and  governing 
them  according  to  their  Natures,  Intelleftu- 
al  Beings,  Men  and  Angels,  by  Moral  Laws, 
by  Rewards  and  Punifhments,  and  aH  other 
Things  by  Laws  of  Neceflity.    He  com" 
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manded^  and  they  were  created.  He  hath 
aifo  ftahliped  them  for  ever  and  ever :  he 
hath  made  a  Decree  which  JhaJl  not  ^afs^ 
Pfalm  148*  5, 6.  This  is  that  which  we 
may  call  the  Natural  Kjngdom  Of  Gk)d^  in 
Confideration  of  tte  Perfections  of  his  Na- 
tune;  and  that  the  Nature  of  all  other' 
Things  niuft  be  dependent  on  him#  But 
this  Kjngd$m  therefore  ;s  always  the  Same, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  World,  and  for 
ever ;  and  fo  this  Petition  is  not  meant  d[ 
this  Kjngdom  of  God\  for  it  is  not  capable 
of  Encreafe  or  Diminution  ;  for  the  Provi- 
dence of  God  hath  always  Attended  to  all 
his  Works,  and  he  doth  what  he  will  in 
Heaven  and  m  Earth. 

But  there  are  two  other  Notions  of  God's 
Kingdom  in  the  Scriptures;  Of  both  which 
the  Petiticm  is  meant,  as  I  {hall  fhew  you. 

The  fifft  is,  that  Kingdom  which  Chrift 
came  to  plant  in  the  World. 

^  The  fecohd  is,  that  Kingdom  into  which 
his  tine  Fdlowers  ihatl  be  admitted  at  the 
£nd  of  all  Things,  after  the  Refurxedion 
and  the-laft  Judgment. 

I.  That  Kingdom  which  Chrift  came  to 
plant  in  the  World,  which  is  nothing  dfe 
but  the  Goveranaent  of  his  Churgh  by  thofe 
Laws  upon  which  k  is  eftablilhed. 
,  Here  therefore  I  am  to  Ihew, 

.       u  Why. 
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I .  Why  the  Society  of  the  Church,  \frhich 

is  founded  upon  the  Laws  of  the  Gofpel,  is 

called  the  KJngdomofGod,    And, 

.     2.  In  What  Senfe  we  pray  that  this  may 

'  come,  fince  it  hath  been  in  the  World  now 

about  1700  Years  already. 

I.  Why  it  is  called  the  KJngdom  of  God. 
For  that  it  is  fo  Calle4  in  the  Old  l«ftamenc 
by  way  of  PropJi^cyj;  and  in  the  New, 
where  the  haftening  pf  its  beginning  is  fet 
down,  I  need  riot,  ttand  to  fhew-    - 

Now  in  anfwer  tp  this  Queftiori,-  I  am 
only  to  fhew  in  wh^t  Senfe  the  Church  is 
God's  Kingdom,  diftinft  from  that  in  which 
all  Alankind  are  his  SubjeSs,  and  under  his 
Dominion  j  for  thi?  will,  make  the  Rcafoa 
plain  why  it  is  called  the  Kjag  '        "  "   ' 

The  Difference  doth  not  lie 
God'liath  given  Laws  to  his 
none  to  the  reft  of  the  World, 
kind  are   under  the  Obligati 
Lav  *  Were  fo  from  the 

the  ,  that  is,  the  Lav 

Juft  Piety,  which  are  u 

nor  c  lie  in  this,  that 

Chr  jr  extend  to. tfie.Hea 

of  ]  whereas   raoftly   H 

reach  no,  farther  than  this  cutv 
for  the  .natural  I^aws'of  GC 
Thoughts  as  well  as  the  Ovc 
MeAi. and  they  are  aCcountab 
an  evil  Mind  as  well  ^s  for  a 

.■■■■    .  ,1  But 
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But, the  Difference  lies  in  this,  that  the 
Church  is  founded  upon  Laws  that>re  gi- 
ven by  Revelation.  God  hath  fcftablifhed 
a  vifible  Society  in  the  World  by  liis  own 
Authority,  which  he  will  have  to  be  go- 
V(irned  and  maintained  by  Laws  that  him- 
felf  hath  revealed ;  And  becaufe  that  Right 
Which  this  Society  hath  to  makrta'in  it  (elf, 
for  the  Purpofes  for  which  it  wsfs  eftablifh- 
ed,  depends  not  upon  any  Worldly  Honour 
and'  Authority,  but  upon  the  Authority  of 
God  alone,  there/ore  it  Is  called^^ '^C/^- 
dom  of  .God.  And  becaufe  this  Authority 
was  given  by  Revelation,  thei-efore  K  is  a 
diftina  Kingdom  firom  that  which  is  found- 
ed upon  natural  Laws,  and  takes'  in  all 
Men  as  common.  ~  ",•  • 

We  .all  know  thiat  th?  End  of  the  Gofpel 
is  the'iReformation  and  Salvation  ^df  Man- 
idnd,  and  that  oiir  Lord  came'to'fiek  and 
to  fdve  that  which  wai  UBy  LimeP  19.  10. 
In  order  to  this  he-did  feveral  Thiiigs.  . 

1.  He  was  a 'Preacher  of  Righteoufnefsy 
and  the  moft  perfeft  of  that  Kind  that,  ever 
appeared  in  the  World.  He  hath  given  us  a 
full  and  clear  Account  of  all  Virtue  and 
Piety,  that  we  might  know  what  h  Sin, 
and  what  is  Duty,  and  repent,  and  for  the 
future  obey  accordingly. 

2.  To  this  he  added  Promifes  of  the 
greateft  BleflTings,  for  the  Encouragement 
of  Mankind  to  do  what  he  required,  For- 

givenefs. 
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giVenefs,  and  Everla  (ling  Life  after  Death, 
and  threatned  fevere  Condemnation  to  all 
that  would  not  be  won  by  thofe  Promifes. 

J.  Himfelf  was  offered  to  God  a  Sacri- 
fice  for  our  Sins,  that  the  Juftice  of  God 
being  thereby  fatisfied,  JVlercy  might  be 
fhewh  upon  Repentance. 

4.  JBy  his  Refurreftion  from  the  Dead 
and  by  his  undeniable  and  frequent  Mira- 
cles before,  he  plainly  fhewcd  to  all  Men, 
that  he  came  from  God,  arfd  that  all  that 
be  faid  was  True.  • 

Now  i£  no  mofe  had  been  done  by  him 
towards  the  Reformation  and  Salvation  of 
■  Mankind  than  thcfe  Thii^s,  all  afterwards, 
io  whom  the  Knowledge  of  them  fliould 
Come,  and  who  lllould  oelieye  them,  and 
profefe  their  Faith,  iriight  well  have  been 
teererred-  before  any  ScQ:  of  PhilofopKers, 
in  a&  much  as  they  could 'ihew  a  more  ex- 
cellent Do£irine,  and  prove  it  by  more  Di- 
^^ine  Teftimonies  than  any  of  the  Philbfo-  ' 

?hers  could.  But  to  guard  the  precious 
[Vuth,  which  was  to  be  the  great  Means 
of  the  Salvatipn  of  Souls,  Our  Blefled  Lord, 
•  to  wtiom.  aU  Authority  in  He/wen  and  Eartb 
Was  committetl,  founded  a  Society  fof  the 
I'rofeffion  of  his  Truth  and  Faith,  which 
fce  called  )m  Churchy  and  that  in  this  man- 
ner: He  chofe  Twelve  Apoftles,  whom  he 
fent  abroad  into"  the  World  to  preach  his 
Goipe^  he  gave  them  Power  and  Auchori- 
I  2       .  ty 
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ty  to  receive  thofe  whom  they  (hould  con- 
vert into  their  Communion  by  bapitlzing 
them.  As  my  Father  hatlyjent  me^  fays  bf> 
fo  pnd  lyou.  He  breathed  on  them^  dftdfaidy 
Receive  ye  the /Holy  Ghoft.  tVhofefoever 
,  Sins  ye  remits  they  are  remitted ,  and  whofe- 
foever  Sins  ye  retain^  they  are  retained.  Anfl, 
Lo^  I  am  with  yQU  alw^ys^,  even^  unto^  the 


*  Glvarch,  to  reniove  thofc  fi^^^     the  Privifc- 
.^sof  it^  who  fhould  depart  from  the'l^ti- 
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rity  of  the  Ghriftian  Life,  and  difhohour 
the  Name  ot  thrift  by  Manifefl:  and  Noto- 
rious Crimes.     Now  where  Teachers  and' 
Directors  were  appointed,  Privileges  to  be 
efnjoyed,  and  Conditions  to  be  undertaken 
in  a  folemn  manner,  and  by  vifible  Tranf- 
a6lions.  All  that  were  brought  to  the  Pro-  • 
feffion  of  Ghriftianity,  were  One  Society 
with  thofe  to  whdm  they  were  joined ;  and 
if  all  this  was  done  by  Divine  Authority, 
then  it  is  a  Society  of  God*s  Inftitution. 
And  this  is  that  which  we  arp  often  to  un- 
derftand  by  the  Kjngdom  of  Qod  in  the 
New  Teftament    It  will  be  befides  the 
dired  Scope  of  this  Difcouffe  to  give  yon 
an   Account  of  the  feveral   Advantages, 
which  the  Gpfpi?!  gains  by  oar  Saviour^s 
having  incorporated  his  true  Drfciples  into 
a  vifible  JBody^^  I  think  it  was  only  needful 
to  fbew  why  the  Church  is  fo  many  times 
caBed  the  Kjng^ou  of  ^od:  .The  rfeafon  is,' 
becaufe  It  is  brie  -Society  or  Communion  ot 
Believers,  founded  by  God  himfelf  upon  the 
Profeflion  of  that-  Truth  which  he  hath 
revealed  to  Mankind,  and  thieir  undertaking ' 
to  live  according  to  it.    And  by  this  we  * 
ihay  come  to  underftand  our  Saviour^s  Senfe 
ih'thofp  Wordiy  John  18.  56.  My  Kjngdom 
is  not  of  this  World. ^    If  my  Kjngdom  voire  of 
this-  Worlds  then  wonld  my  Servants  fi^ht. 
The  Nlcaiiing  is^  this :  That  the  Churph, 
WizhM^^sih^t'FJngdonrof  Godht'  was  td 
--  I  3  fet 
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fet  up  in  the  World,  was  by  him  endowed 
with  no  Secular  Force  to  maintain  it  felf. 
For  if  by  KJngdom  in  that  Place  we  under- 
ftand  merely  the  Dominion  and  Authority 
of  ChriB  himfelf,  it  is  moft  certain  this  ex- 
tended to  all  Things ;  for  he  had  all  Po'uper 
given  him  in  Heaven  and  Earth.  But  if  his . 
Kingdom  be  underftood  of  that  Society  of 
Believers  which  he  came  to  eflablifh  \xi  the 
World,  it  is  a  plain  Truth  that  he  left  them 
without  any  other  Means  to  govern  and 
keep  themfelvesj  Jbut  that  of  Spiritual  Gen- 
fures  and  Infliaions.  That  which  made 
the  Church  fubmit  to  the  Perfecution  of  the 
Empire  was  this ;  That  Believers  by  virtue 
of  their  Chriftianity  were  bound  to  make 
an  open  Prpfeflion  of  ChriiJ:  They  were, 
ey.  <:elebrated  the  Eucharift, 
i  for  the  Service  of  God,  they 
nmunicated  with  their  Spirir 
iprs,  that  is«  they  adt:ed  as 
gipus  Society :  This  made  their 
Religion  remarkable.  But  what  was  if 
that  nullified  them  in  all  this,  acknowledg- 
ing the  Law  of  the  Empire  was  againft 
them  ?  Why,  it  was  this ;  they  were  made 
a  Societyjj  for  the  Service  of  God,  and  the 
Profeflion  of  the  true  Faith,  by  an  higher 
Authority  than  the  Emperor^s,  the  Autho- 
rity of  God  himfelf;  and  therefpre  it  was 
not  enough  for  them  to  believe  the  Trutl^ 
in  their  Hearts,  and  to  live  a  Moral  Life  in 

Cor- 
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Correfpondencc   therewith,    but   they,   in 
Obedience   to  God's  ^^^hority,    were  to 
niake  Profcflion  of  the  Truth,  and  not  to 
forfake  the  ajftmbJihg  of  thimf elves  together 
for  the  Service  of  God.     And  if  the  Empe- 
ror and  the  Senate  thought  this  might  be 
dangerous  to  the  Empire,  they  had  this  to 
fay  For  themfelves;  to  fhew  that  the  Liber- 
ty they  took  could  be  in  no  fort  prejudicial 
to  the  Government :  That  altho'  they  met 
in  religipus  Aflemblies  for  the  Service  of 
God,  and  the  Profeffion  of  the  Faith,  and 
were  in  this  warranted  by  a.  Divine  Com- 
ipand^  yet  God  had  not  inverted  the  Church 
with  any  Temporal  Power,  nor  exempted 
it  from  Subje£tion  to  Secular  Law  apd  Au- 
thority.    And  as  this  Was  their  Profeflion, 
fo  it  might  be  fepn  both  in  the  Records  of 
their  Religion,  and  moreover  in  their  Pra- 
£tice,  fince  they  meekly  fubmitted  to  all  the 
R^ours  gnd  Cruelties  that  were  infliftcd 
upon  thenj,  without  making  Refiftance. 

Th^fe  are  the  Terms  upon  which  the 
Church  was  founded,  and  becamea  Society, 
in  order  to  the  maintaining  and  fpreading 
the  Chriftian  Faith  in  the  World. 

And  now  it  is  to  be  confidered  in  what 
Senfe  we  pray  that  this  Kjngdom  may  come:, 
for  it  has  been  come,  as  I  faid  before,  near 
Seventeen  Centuries;  and  moreover  we  have 
a  fiire  Promife  that  it  fliall  never  fail,  not 
Qiily  in  the  Old  Teftamgnt  Predidion,  for 
I  4  Inftance, 
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Inftance,  Dan.  2.  44.  where  it  is  faid  con- 
cerning the  Kingdom  of  CbriBy  That  the' 
God  of  Heaven  pall  fet  up  a  Kjngdom^  which 
JhaJl  never  he  dejlroydd^  hut  ft  and  for  ever^ 
but  alfo  by  our  Savioui"  himfdf  in  the  New 
Teftament,  Upon  this  Rock  will  I  build  my 
Churchy  lindtbe  Gates  of  Hell  Jhall  not  J^re^' 
vail  againft  it.      .  ..  '  "  ' 

Now  rieverthelels  the  Kingdom  of  Chrifl: 
may  yet  be  faid  to  be  Coming  in  fomQ 
Refpetts,  and  it  is  oiirDuty  to  pray  that  it 
may  come;  that  is;  "  '       '   .  ' 

1.  With  refpeft  to  the  Extent  of  this 
Kingdom-     And,.  ' 

^.  With  refpcft  to  the  principal' End  for 
which  it  was  eftahlifh^d'  by  our  Saviour. 
1.  With  riefpeft  to  the  Extent  tjfereoC 

t  was  f6i*etoldj 
It  the!  Heathen 
bis  Inheritance' 
rthforhisFofi 
id  be  fttUtfftb^ 
?  Waters  covet 
this^  Prediftion 
tho*  the  Gbfpel 
I  Places  of /the 
lers.    Still  the 
Kfngdopis  of  the JVorld  are  not  become  the 
Kingdoms  of  the  Lord  md  his  Chrift,.     And 
therefore  when /v^e  pray  that  God^s  .King- 
dom may  yet  come,  we  pray  that' the  Gof- 
pel  may  be  more  and'^piore  propagated,  till 

it 
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it  fhall  have 'fubdued:  all  Nations  ^o  the 
Obe,:tejtce  of  the  F^th^  So  that  this  is  in, 
efFed  to  pray  for  the  Gopverfion  of  aU  Jews, 
Jaribj,^  Heathens,  araJ  infidels,  that  God 
would  fend  the  Liglit  of  his  .Truth  into  the 
dark  Corners  of  the  Earth,  dud;  open  the 
Eyes  of  all  Men  to  difcern  it,.  tbaiiajV  Man- 
kind may  become  Oar -Sfcfej^V,  under,  the 
gvGZtShefterd of  S'aklsyTheBy/y  >vhercof 
CbriBh  the  Headi'i 

■2:  With  refpeft  tothpfc  ^ds  for  which 
this;  Kingdom  is  c^blilhed,;we  may  and 
oughc  to  pray  flfill  that  it  Aiay  cqine., .  Kow 
the  great  End  of  eftaUilhing  the  external 
Kingdom  of  Chrift  upon  Earth,  is  the  Re- 
fievation  of  our  Natnires,  and.'f he  Subduing 
Cf  dbf  fvery  Hearts  -and  Souls  to  the  Obedi- 
^ce'Of  God.  '  And  this  is  his  intdcnal.  King* 
ddnv,  of  which  our  :-Ldrd  feehied.  to  fpeafr, 
where' he  faid,  77)e  Kingdom  of'God.is  with' 
/•"jyaWjIitike  1 7.  ii* - Andiof-w.tiidbtSt,  ?aul 
fpafcei,  faying,\Rcw.  14.  ij.TbeKJHg^om  of 
GiiAi- Kigbtedi^mfs  and  Feate^  andjjojt  in 
the^Holy  GhoSt:  Th^  is  the  true  Ground  of 
the  Difference  between  the  FifibJe  .and  the 
Invrfihle  Church.  -  The  vifible  Church  coa- 
fifts  of  thofe  who  give  up  their  Names  to 
thrifty  and  ate"  his  Subjefts  by  outward 
Profeffion,  who 'are  in  vifible  Communion 
with  one  andther,  having  by.  Baptifm  been 
ftdmitted  to  a  Participation  of  aU.  the  out- 
ward Privileges  and  Rights  of  the  Chriftian 
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Profeflion,  arid  who  continue  in  the  faoie 
Profei{k>n  and  Commuaion.  All  thefe  make, 
up  that  One  Society  or  Body,  winch  Cbriji 
will  always  have  upon  the  £arth,  for  the 
maintaining  and  propagating  of  his  holy 
Truth.  But  the  invifible  Church  confifleth 
(^  thofe  that  have  not  only  given  up  their 
Names,  but  their  very  Hfiirts  jind  Souls 
alfo  to  ^efus\  who  have  not  only  gained  an 
outward  nidation  to  him,  and  are  entred 
into  the  Number  of  his  Subjeds  by  the  Sor 
jemnity  of  Baptifm,  but  are  inwardly  con- 
form'd  to  his  Dodrine  by  the  Regenemtion 
of  the  Spirit,  in  aU  Things  doing  his  blefled 
Will,  and  holding  tbf  faifb  tn  a  fure  Cim* 
foience. 

Now  the  Reafon  wh-jr  Divines  have  been . 
wont  to  call  thefe  the  inviitble  Church)  is 
not  that  they  area  dilHnd  Communion  or 
Body  fi'om  the  vifible ;  For  they  9re  gll 
Members  of  the  vifible  Churth,  and  fo  vi- 
fiUe  themfelves;  nor  that  we  can  never  dtf- 
cern  who  are  Hncere  and  upr^t  C.hrifti? 
ans;  ibr  we  have  very  often  wch  Appear-r 
ance  of  that  concerning  others,  as  leav^  m 
room  to  doubt ;  but  becv^Ui  we  cannot  cer> 
tainly  fay  of  all  whom  we  know  to  be  in  the 
Communion  of  the  Church,  that  Thefe  are 
fincere,  and  Thofe  are  not,  and  the  whole 
Nature  of  fincere  Perfons  is  invifible  to  us, 
and  know;n  to  God  only^  Bt)t  whether  thi^ 
DiHindliion  be  ufeful  pr  not,  that  which  I 
.    .    .  J    .  roeaa 
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mean  by  it  is  a  great  Truth:  That  the  De- 
fign  of  our  Lord  jh  ereSting  a  vifible  Society 
for  the  Profeflion  of. the  Chriftian  Faith, 
and  ferving  God  according  to  the  Ordinan*- 
ces  of  the  Gofpel,  was  npt  fo  much  to  give 
Men  new  Names,  as  new  Natures ;  it  was 
to  reclaim  therji  from  all  S 
nefs,  and  to  train  them  up  t 
Godlinefi  of  Heart  and  Lif 
fore  his  kingdom  is  not  only 
outward  Government,  by  \ 
received  into  the  Church,  a 
it,bjr  which  the  Sacraments  \ 
and  all  Things  done  which  i 
the  preferving  of  the  outwa 
moreover  he  fends  his  holy 
Church,  concurring  by  fecr 
his  Grace  with  the  outwar 
Qps  of  his  Oridinances,  to  m 
4ual  for  the  Reformation  oi 
and  the  fubduing  ev^ry  Tbot 
dienoe  of  the  Gpfpel.    Aad 
fay,  did  he  eftablifji  his  out 
which  is  the  viiible  Society 
that  he  might  rule  in  our  H< 
internal  Kingdom  of  ChrW 
ther  than  the  truly  rightei 
lilenjbers  pif  his  Bocf y.   And 
we  pray  that  his  Kinsdom 
pray  not  oqly  that  Inndels  may' be  convert- 
ed, but  that  all  tlt^x  name  the  Name  of 
Chrifi  may  depart  from  Iniquity  j  not  only 
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re  in  their' 
reteoce'  by* 
rLffe.  '' 
lotion  coTi'f  I 
'Kingdom^' 
;  Petition,, 
w  i^ifift  up* 
y  be  fafely* 

m  diftina" 

iVeady  laid-. 

:ameritcOri.' 
Vof  which  ^ 

hej  fhould ' 
i*^  and  their 
'  the  Wolf 
3  ihe  I^eoi^' 
That  i^Z?^/ 

^^.^ahd  65.' 
a?  a  thing' 
rfe^  Moun^ 
^  effaliijhed 
nd  exalted 
^r^MliOuld 
Lord' 'as  the 
2;  and  iiV 
vV  9.  That  is/  when  the  Cliurch  of  Chri^ 
Ihall^  be    univeVfaHy "  fpread*.  -    The   plain 
Meaning  ofths  Prbphefies/J  think,  !s  :" 
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Th^t  the  Church  fhalV^e  Catholick  in  Faa, 
■\s  it  iffirt'kigjht;  and  thai-  the  Kingiiom  of 

•  the  Mfj/^'telfloiirMli  In?  uni^erfatPdace 
'  and  ■  Ri^ht^odfiiefs ',  aif^'  be '  not  ionlp  iSibe 

fromaffSii^aildal-artd  Diviflorii  boefiyim'ill 
FerfectatSob^J-'fiut  nowtKeref  hatih  not.been 
any .  A'g^  fkice '  thfe ,  :firft 'Plantation  ctf  .the 
Chriftiaf^'ChBfch'  whefdni^  there  Tva'siibt 

'  either  P^Kefclitieft  op'1£Rfcdrd-,  and-fcoirfc- 
tjuently^-iiftiottld  feem-.tHatTihofePrd^hedes 

'  concerning '^/wi/Z's  Kmgdcttn!  are ,  not  yiet 
fulfilled,  but  that  we  are  to  expefib  oriie  Ac- 
coinpKffln!6iifr«t)f  theixi  mnKfteir-  due  "SSafon. 

•  We  naa^  t&^^fe  tT^at^aBitfee^Time  otithe 
•Gofpel,  ^ek^GhrifiHmttakmagXQ^^'BxiA 
b[ the  W^ia,  the  Vito^k^ptiabdaWs^^ky, 
=Chap<  i?f :'^:  iw)  II''  |f>«to  16  W  ftifewW, 
•ihit  iiiitfie'Da^  ofitlie-'Gofpel  the  Ghdrth 
•' fhall  flcJift^wkhk  iMivaiefii  iSligljteoiafii|f$ 

and'PeaWw'and  eoj&ylSafwJV  ahd  PiHD^rity, 

thisiPreteWcy-^  Wged  if Ikfxfdmes  4oopafs 

in  an^-R^t  of-'thldt  iDaf/zufieckufeidiBreAiTe 

'it  hasi mi. ^'dt- tiOffie itoi^k&^nHeuha^^  rcafon 

tfe  ttelieife^^^le  it^itt?  i*n4>:ilhi8!.wi}J'  lafofthe 

'm($ft':illl)ftr(OQS:iM)eyai%Qid£i:^y2?«3Kt^ 

•■^ihi  ifiilefeif  vWdflrfidlqAn^bDifliirQcfireviaat 

~  th^t  'Ttone  <b»y'''bb.\h'i(fa»ibd)oaityniiteD'be 

'  fihfitlyr^qfefifedtbjt tJii&fiaiMonjtli^iOrag- 

' '  Thi9>}^:lQiterphdt»ti4i9i0  kid^ilijUUDDor 
the  twofrorijiferi.  ^vi^ifilAffii^ddflji&i^fnHDr 
"Vre  afe^tOf^f^thattHeuKingdCKV  oSciChKift 

•  . ,     ■  -  ■■■^  t'  -  •.'■.  ■..■•.'  Jivi.'  Ik  i .;  .:jf.q'iwy 
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.  iriay  be  fpread.all  over  the  World,  and  that 
aJl  his  Sub^eSs  tnay  be  hoiy  in  Heart  and 
Life,  full  «f  Charity  to  Men,  and  Piety  to 
.  God;  and  then  moreover,  that  they  may 
r:  be' freed  irotn  all  Worldly  MoleHations  and 
,;;fietf«cutions...:Wbich,  whether  it- be  abfo- 
j  Jutely  promiCed  in  ihe  forement^oned  Pro- 

-  pfaefies,  that  it  :£haU  come  to  {>ais  in  d^is 
r  WorW,  or  nctt,;  is  yet  a  very  fitiMatterpf 
t  Prayer,  :and  irat  tmfit  to  be  redtK^ed  to  tius 

-  Petition.      .  ,  .' .  . .  ,.  , 

■     T*o  makes  (bme  tjfe  of  !<¥haf;:h«h  beeil 

faid-.:    We  are  to  coofider  ^bit  I  told  ypu 

:  aii'fii'ft,  that  the  'mitions  oftba  l^Q^D's 

,  Pcayer  do'inftrud:  )bs  in  our  Duty/  beqa^fe 

:  we.  pray  for.  nothing  ia  it  \m  what  we  our 

i  ieives;  are  to  ediktcibutie  to^aNi»;/dnd  |^y 

ic  piraying  for  tho&i  Tilings  Wilych  iwie  can 

.and  are  to  do  fomething  fo  proc^tf?,  we  do 

;  more  ei^dcudly.  engage:  ouroKWes  to  do 

what  in  us  lies  toMrards  thenli.  Theretfocie^ 

I*  If  we  undecftand  what  we  pray  for  In 

thefe  Words,  Thy  I^mdem  eimft^aa^  are 

findere  in  asking  ■  this  PetidoOKJOifi?  ans.ppr 

&lves  conftantly  refoLved  to  pdEfift  in  the 

ProfefHon  ofthat  Ftf;>i&  tobtt^b  9Ms  t>nee  fde^ 

ItvereJ  to  tbeSaiiaj^  Jude  «.  p.md  in.  the 

pure  Profeffion  of  it  too,  free  from  thpfe 

COrcuptionis  widi  which,  it  is  i)lended  by 

fome  Men  profeffin^  Chrifljaiuty^    For; if 

we  pray  that  the  Truth  o^  Ghrul  may  be 

profK^ated  all  over  the  World,'  we  inuft  be 

guilty 
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guilty  of  great  Hypocrify  in  fo  ddihg,  if  we 
be  not  fuUy  refolved  to  perfift  in  the  Purity 
thereof  our,  felves,  if  we  are  ready  to  forfake 
it,  or.  Which  is  almoft  as  bad,  to  make  IVo- 
feflion  of  Do£krines,  and  to  admit  Pradices 
that  are  plainly  contrary  to  it,  for  the  avoid- 
ing of  Perfecution,  or  the  ferving  of  any 
Worldly  Interdft.  The  Firft  Preachers  of 
Chriftianity,  and  Planters  of  the  Churchy 
were  infpircd  to  hold  forth  the  Lfeht  ofthe 
Gofpel  to  the  World,  aAd  to  diipenle  the 
Laws  Of  it  ail  ovet  the  Earth.  And  with 
what"  Senfe  or 'Sincerity  can  they  pray  to 
God,  that  his  Kingdom  may  be  ^nted  in 
the  World,  knd  fliay  be  effeftual  to  thi 
End,  who  obfeure  the  Ttuih  wkh  gfo6 
and  ^tpabb  'Erfbrs,  who  t€ach  for  the 
DoarJnes  of  ChJ-iftia'hity  the  Invehtions  of 
Men,  and  do  make  the-Gofpel  quite  ano- 
ther thine  than  thatf  ibbafiflc  Which  Chrift 
firft' iiiftrtiaed 'his'^Gfaurch  withal?  And 
thefeftfre  bur  tnakihg  this  Prater  to  God, 
T^'^iigdom  ctf»*^, -if  in  igood-earneft  we 
(ftake!  it,'  ft  riftly  dbl^th  us  to  Tehotince  aH 
thofe'GpPruptfons  which  they  (if  th6  Roman 
Communion  have  defiicM  the  Beauty  of 
Evangelical  TrUfli  withal,  arid  all  other 
Herefies  Whiatfoever,  and  to  profels  nothing 
fi)r  the  Chri(iikn  Faith,  but  thofe  plain 
and  undoubted  A^icl^  diereof,  which  the 
Church  at  firft  received  from  the  Ai>pftles, 
and  which  are  plainly  to  be  found  in  the 
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'Scriptur^;""'tfbr  ot^^rVKe'we  prajr  to  Got! 
to  dQ,|hW»'  VfH<^h.  w§  ■wr  felves  4o  what 
we  .can,  to  hinder  j  tiiM  "is,"  that  he  would 
pTQpEjgaee  that  Truth  Which  Chrift  deiiver- 
pd  t(8.h#riApoftles,  and, they  to  the  Church, 
whilfi.'W0  our  felves.  pr<ilefs  that. to  be  the 
.Truth  of  <Chriftianity  which  is  not  fo,  but 
-the  Devices  of  Men.  .     u.  '  -     , 

2.  We  cannot  be  fincerp  in,  ufing  this  Pc- 
titi^ni  if -j«re  '^o  not  alfo  {hsef  the  Unity  of 
.the  S^im  in:tbe  Boni:^tf  ffioce,  Epli.  4.  j, 
(L  ei)it\N[^  do  not  (tick  tp  the  Corpwunion 
of  .the.<ftur^h,  which  ]^theBod^  of  Qhrifiy 
.and  a^n^h  as  in  us  lies  ma[jlatajn  the  Uni- 
jty  pf  .t|b^|kf  B0d.y  a^id  3Qc*c<iyiyhich,he,infti- 
,^u^d,,ajij  (hi$  by.^prpfflVnj^afing  WJCh  tli&t 
JPart  ofi^hiB  ^hurfh jwJiefe^Wg Jiyei  ,^he!  Gjo-^ 
.yefnQqr&\  thereof  beii;igi  l^yi^ulJy  app^irtted, 
•^nd  neqy«ifg;,no  flfliiwful  ;GonaitiQns  .of 
juch  GPJnnJwftiPio.  ,:FQr.th«  .Church  is  ^»> 
.^^j)«*ticfo  ihOHli  Ja??^iPfte  Commiinioiij 
and  e«ery Menjber  ioC/thisiBpdjr  hatjhiRtehc 

to  the  Pr-iyilfgts.of  Ch«rjpi^§o?iety,ifl^:Mwat 
Part  of  ;tbe|,W'Qrldj  ffieyer^,.^i|e,  falls>  wh«rje 
there  «S)  ^Qinfiftian  -  QaflHijurtion ;  anji;^^  <ftey 
wIk?  iffe.tjift)  ^ffl?  jplft?e/  piamtain  Qpp"ofit<p 
'ComnHi^onsi^ta  one  ftn^er,  muftrpp  the 
one  fic^pt!  the  pthfit/|)erguilO^  of  breaking 
the  Uwty,  Qf  Cihrift'S;  Body^t^^d  violgtMig  as 
iriaifl  5n -Inftitvaion  of  .CfejiftiiEis  anyjjibaif  is 

to  be  f9)LW»diath^.GQfj^U    I.  ,:;,:•   '.y. 

,   ■      ';A  t>fh  u.   ..  .    •-■L.'j.  J...    .  :  iluKoW 
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Now  in  praving  that  God's  Kingdom^ 
which  Chrift  planted  upon  the  Earth  may 
come^  we  pray  for  notfiing  lefs  than  tha« 
One  Society  of  Believers  Which  he  inftituted, 
may  be  enlarged  all  over  the  World.  Aiyl 
they  that  upderftan<(  what  they  fay,  eit|ier, 
do  not  know  themfclves^  or  are  liypocrites 
in  making  this  Prayer,  if  all  the  while  they 
are  promoting  Anirtiofities  and  Divifions 
among  Chfiftians.  ;     ; 

j.  We  qatmot  be  (incerc  in  making  this 
Prayer,  if  we  do  not  fubmit'oiir  Ij^arts  and 
Souls,  Our  Lives  and  Converfatioo&^  to  ba 
governed  hy  the  Law  of  Chrift.    jpor  wa 
pray  every  Man  ftir^hlnifelfi  and*  every  oner 
for  all  other  Profeffors,  that  we  may  by  the 
Orace  of  God  be  more  and  more  renewed^ 
according  to  the  Doftrine  pf  the  Gofp^l,;  hy, 
dying  unta^Sfn^  and  liyim  mto  Right eouf* 
nefs.    Now  he  that  indulges  himfelf  ia. 
Carnal  gnid  Worldly  Lufts,  vfhoCo  Jffetiions^ 
are  fet  Uj^on  the  Things  on  Earthj  and  not  on. 
Things  abovey  r^nd  accofdii^ly;  lives  in  a 
Contrad^ion  to  the  Rules  or  the  Chriftian 
I^aith,  cannot  be  faid  in  good  e^rnelt  to 
defirc  God  to  change  his  Hearty  and  to  af* 
fift  him  in  the  mortifying  his  Liifts,  while 
he  takes  nocare  to  mortify  themliimfelf ;  and 
he  carinot  be  ,  thought  in^  good  earneft.  to 
dcfire  this  for  others,  who  himfelf  refifts  the 
Grace  of  God,  and  hates  to  he  reformed^ 
The  Truth  is,  upon  O//1?  Account  it  appears, 
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diat  the  Herecick^  the  Schifmatick,  and  the 
wicked  Liver,  do  greatly  obf!ru6l  the  Ei>- 
creafe  of  Chriff^s  Body,  wbkh  is  his  Churchy 
and  by  confequence  hi»  lacernal  Kingdbni 
In  the  Hearts  of  Men  \  to  witf  they  do  all 
oontribitte  to  difgmce  the  Gofpel  amongst 
Infidels^  and  to  hinder  then*  Converlion^ 
the  Heretiqk  by  corrupting  the  true  Qiri-> 
fHan  Fakh,  the  SctiiffnadcK  by  dividmg  the 
Churcli^  and  the  wicked  Liver  by  his  ini' 
itvoral  Pra£^icds :  For  theie  Things  are  9 
Scandal  to  them  l^at  are  without^  and  ea^ 
creafe  ^«fr  Prejudices  againil  the  Faitli^ 
and  tend  to^  f!op  the  Progrefs  of  Cbrifl'd 
Kingdonj.    Nay, 

4.  If  we  u0  ifcii  FetitSon  with  Sincerity, 
we  ifaoidd  promote  the  Spiritaal  Good  of 
each  otheri.    hx  the  18th  (jhapter  of  St.. 
Jdi^theWyV,  n,  15,  i^,  i7>our  Saviour 
tets  us  what  the  ipecial  Bwf  and  Defign  of 
bis  eftabltOiiDg  th^  Society  of  his  Church 
wa»:  For^  fays  he,  the  Son  cfMan  is  come . 
to  feek  and  tojatte  that  whteh  was  loft,    If^ 
thji  Brother  pall  trej^afs  ojgainft  thee^  ^9^ 
and  tell  him  bis  Fault  letweenthee  and  him 
done ;  ifhejhall  hear  tbee^  thou  haft  gained' 
thy  Brother}  htt  if  he  will  not  hear  tbee^ 
then  take  with  thee  one  or  two  more^  that 
in  the  Mouth  of  two  or  three  Witneffes  every 
Word  may  he  eftablified*    And  if  he  pall 
negleB  to  hear  them,  tell  it  to  the  Churchy 
htt  if  be  negleffs  to  hear  the  Cbtareh,  let 
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him  he  to  thee  as  an  Heathen  Man  and' 4 
Publican,    In  which  Words,  compared  with 
the  Verfes  foregoing  concerning  the  Reco- 
very oionehfi  Sheef,  and  the^^-  in  Hea" 
ven  upon  it,  our  Saviour  plainly  tells  us 
Why  he  indituted  the  Society  or  Polity  of 
his  Difciples,  viz.  the  promoting  of  this 
Bod  for  which  he  came  into  the  World,  To 
fave  that  •which  was  lofi.    And  therefore  aK 
ttf  this  Body  are  Members  one  of  another^ 
^phef.  4.  25.  Every  one  ihould  take  fome 
Care  for  the  Soul  of  his  Brother,  and  watch 
over  him,  and  exhort  him  when  he  doth 
imi&,  and,  if  need  be,  chide  and  reprove 
him,  and  this  altho*  the  evil  A6iioa  &>e  an 
Injury  to  the  Perfon  oSended ;  he  liiuft  yet 
raidy  to  reclaim  his  ofiending  Brother,  pot 
&  much  out  of  Grief  that  himfelf  is  injured, 
as  that  the  other  bath  (inned.    So  that  the 
Society  of  the  Church  was  founded  not  only^ 
that  there  might  be  an  Authority  in  It  td 
keep  its  Communion  pure,  but  that  every 
Man  fhould  be  more  ftridly  ^obliged  to  per- 
form Offices  of  Spiritual  Charity  to  his  Bro^ 
ther,  for  the  recovering  of  him  from  Sin, 
and  the  faving  of  his  Soul.    For  this  is  a 
Society  inftituted  not  for  Worldly  Ends,  for 
it  meddles  not  with  this  World,  but  foi: 
^ritual  Ends,  the  keeping  Men  from  Sin 
tere,  and  Damnation  hereafter.    Bjr  which 
Place  then,  and  divers  others,  it  is  pi^in, 
^t  the  Kingdom  which  Chrift  came  to 
K  2  plant 


i  -       ■.  Digitized  by  Google 


x^%    Thy  Kingdom  com(.    VqIU* 

really  a  Spiritual 
hat  are  Spirituaif, 
(arity^  to  the  Souls 
oblige  the  Mini- 

to  Watch ,  ovret 
h  over/. fine;  ano- 
prpV6  eich' othec 
hich;none  can  de- 
nd'to'the  prnmo-^ 
d  Virtue  amongft 
1  it]s  too' much  oa 
iMJord-'hath  cau- 
^d  t6'  one  knothef  . 
^s'oEtfie'fdme  So- 
J  Gtfvertied,  thaC 

to  ftahd  by  hith- 
[)erS  of  his  Church 
e  one  for  ajiother,' 
,  for.  the  Recovery 
i^r^ftide  t;6fltradi(^ 

foretold  fijiftfe  Old 
at  the  Chdrbh  of 
C^i^lf/- Ihall  enjoy/. an  Univerfel  Peatc, 'and 
Be'ree  from  a^l  Moleftations,  tKat: 'there 
fhall  ber  no  huriffng^^  nor  deftrbyln^  :in  alP 
God's  holy  Mouninin^.  vt^e  cannot  wfthf  Sih*' 
cerity  and  Underftanding  ufe  thi^! -Prayer^, , 
Thy  IQngdom  confe^  as '  heartily,  wH^rn^  foif 
tlhofe  good  Days,  if* we  bo  witht?tft'  thofe^ 
Gofpel  Virtues,  MJ'HicTr  of  th^itifelveS'^o  tend 
ro  haften  their  connfing.  So  certa^fft,  it:, is,' 
■      '"  '  .'-'  •^•'  that 
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that  were  the  wholefome  Precepts  of;pijr 
pioft  holy  Religion  generally  followed,. th6 
World' would  be  in  An  happy  Conditibii, 
that  ibttie  are  ^t  to  think  that  thofe  Prp- 
phetick  Expreffions  concerning  the. King- 
dom  of  the-Af^j^^,  The  Wolf . poll  dwell 
with  the  Lafnh^  and  the  Leopard  jl)all  liei 
down  with  the  JQd^  and 
Swords  intQ'f low-pare 
into  Truning'hooks^  and 
abfolute  PrediSions  of 
that  Ihall  a^ually  \)q  fo 
tion  only  of  ^the  peacea 
Gofpel  Religion,.  ngni(yi 
did  Men  generally  live 
Ghriftianity.     Wherefon 
can  we  pray  for  a  Time 
all  over  the  World,  if  tl 
us  of  that  Chriftian  Vi 
contribute  thereunto,  bi 
we  be  given  to  FrowardnelS,  ?>.pite.  Malice, 
ahd  Revengefulnefs,  pernicious  Vices, 'whibh^ 
we  know  do  diTorder  and  toil  the  World,  | 
and  difturb  th6  C^i^t  of  Mankind  ?  j 

And  let  iTs  fee  .n6.w,Wlip  ire  fit  to  ufe  thi$ ' 
Prayer,  Thj  Kingdom  com\  and  :\yhp  are'^ 
not  fo,  not  corifiBering  Things,  but  being"^ 
either  Hypocrites,  or  Ighotant  Perfon^  in 

ufingit. '  •  \,  \  ^.: 

•And  p  muft  fay,  as  I  did  at  firft,  that^ 

the  LORD"^  Prayer  teaches?  lis  wliat  we  - 

fliould  Be,  becaufe  \i  we  are  not  what  We  * 

K  3  ought ' 
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oueht  to  be,  we  are  not  Bt  to  ufe  this 
Prayer. 

And  in  particular,  he  that  can  in  good 
e&rneft  aiid  with  Integrity  offer  this  Petiti-; 
on  to  God,  muft  be  a  Man  that  impartially 
loves  God's  Truth,  that  is  careful  to  be  in- 
formed in  it,  and  reiblved  to  retain  it,  {o 
that  neither  Perfecution  nor  any  Worldly 
Intereft  (hall  ever  make  him  to  fbrfake  it; 
he  mufl:  have  a  deep  Senfe  d*  the  Sin  and 
Scandal,- and  the  pernicious  Confequences 
oi  cauHng  Rents  and  Divifions  in  the 
Church  of  Qod;  he  muft  be  endued  with  a 
ftrtog  Faith,  and  with  a  great  Charity ;  and 
then  he  muO  not  be  One  that  only  talks  ci 
Religion,  btit  that  applies  it  to  his  A£lion$, 
to  the  very  Thoughts,  and  Purpoies,  and 
Inch'na^ions  of  his  Soul,  making  it  his  Bufi- 
liefs  to  confbrin  himfel^  both  without,  and 
within,  to  the  holy  Chriftian  Dod;rine  he 
bath  received^'  endeavouring  alfo  to  pro> 
mote  true  Religion  and  Piety  amongft 
others,  as  Members  of  thq  fame  Body,  and 
being  watclifiil  and  careful  for  the  Good  of 
his  Brother's  Soul :  And  then  he.  muft  he 
of  a  peaceable' and  charitable  bifpontion, 
»}d[  mufl:  himielf  live  by  the  Rules  and  Pre- 
cepts of  Chri(Han  Love,  as  being  (me  that 
expedls  and  tongs  lor  a  Time  of  univer&l 
Concord  and  Good-will  aiiion|ft  Men, 
Such  a  one  is,  qualified  to  fay  this  Prayer, 
7*^  Kj^^(»»  come.    And  if  we  be  iX)t  thus 
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ciualified,  at  leaft  let  the  Uie  of  thu  Prayer 
lead  us  to  thefe  Things. 

And  now.  Beloved,  the  Meaniog  of  this 
Petition,  as  it  regarcb  God*s  Kingdom,  or 
the  Kingdom  of  Chrift  in  this  World,  h 
well  expreffed  in  feveral  Prayers  of  our 
Church,  particularly  that  God  would  have 
Mercy  upon  all  Jews^  Turks,  Infidels  and 
Hereticks,  and  take  from  tbem  Ignorance^ 
Hardnefs  of  Heart,  and  Contempt  tf  hit 
Word,  and  fo  fetch  them  home  to  hit  Fhck, 
that  they  may  be  faved  amongft  the  Remnant 
ef  the  true  Jfl-aefites,  and  he  made  one  Fold 
under  one  Shepherd.    This  is  the  Meaning 
(^the  Petition  with  reibed  to  the  Propaga.- 
^n  of  God*s  external  Kingdom.    With  re» 
^)e^  to  the  internal,  the  Senfe  of  it  is  ex<^ 
prefled  in  thefe  Words,  That  God  would 
\ee^  hit  Hoi^old  the  Church  in  cofaimal 
Godlinels^  that  it  ma^  he  devoutly  given  to 
ferve  hm  i»  good  Worksy  to  the  Glory  efbit 
Name^    And  again,  we  pray  for  the  (»m» 
Ing  of  Chrift^  Kingdom  m  both  thefe  Re- 
fcca$  more  generally  when  we  befeecl^ 
God /or  all  forts  andCondxtions  of  Men,  that  . 
be  would  he  ^leafed  to  make  hit  Ways  knovm 
unto  thenty  and  his  fawng  Health  wtto  all 
Nations;  and  more  particularly  when  we 
sray  for  the  good  Mate  of  the  CathoUck 
Vburch,  that  they  may  agree  in  the  Truth 
if  God^s  holy  Word,  and  live  in  Unity  and 
Vidly  Love,  and  bold  the  Faith  in  the  Unity 


Digitized 


by  Google 


i^6     Thy  Kingdom  come.  Y^l  ^- 

of  the  Spirit ^  in  the  Bond  pf  Veace^  and  in 
^ighteoufnefs  af  Life: 

M^thus,  O  Lord,  let  THY  KING^ 
D'OM  COME.  Let  it  be  as  univerfal  as 
the  Prophets  foretold  it  fhould  be,  and  ex- 
tend to  every  Corner  of  the  Earth,  and  let 
it  reach  every  Man's  Heart  and  Soul.  And 
may  the  Days  come,  when  no  Perfecution, 
Divifion  or  Schifm,  no  Evils  or  Troubles  of 
any  Kind,  fhall  be  known  in  it.  And  may 
none  who  are  called  by  thy  Name  hinder 
this  coming  of  thy  Kingdom  by  any  Sc^an^ 
dal,  or  by  refilling  the  Power  and  Effipacy 
of  it  in  himlelf. 

'  And  thus  triuch  fliall  fuffice  to  be  difcour- 
fed  on  this 'Petition,  Thy  Kjngdom  come^  as 
It  means  thaf  Kingdom  which  Chrift  was 
to  tda'ntf  in  t^^^^ 

I  proceed  in  tht  fecond  place  to  confider 
this  Petition,  as  it  is  meant  of  that  KING-. 
pOM,  into  which  his  true  Followers  fhall 
fee  all  admitted  at  die  End  of  all  Things, 
after  the  Refurf.eQion,  and  the  lal^  judg-- 
"^taent.  .  "  '   •  '    *    • 

-  'This'/e'r^^^J  Notion  of  the  Kingdom,  of 
which  this  Petition  is  to  be  underftood,  is 
wotfndpd  upon  thofe  Places  in  the  New 
T^ffatnelit,  \Vhere  the  State  of  good  Men 
-afittr  the^Refurreaion  of  the  Dead  is  called 
jhe  Kjhgi/cm  of  God^  and  the  Kjngdom  of 
'f^e^yen^'  the'Kiftgdom  prepared  for  tht 
.AYgJTte^  from  we'  Ve^inning  of^ihe  Worlds 
V  I    -  and 
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and  an  everlafiing  Kjngdom^  And  this  is 
what  we  ufdally  call  the  Kjngdom  of  Glory^ 
as  the  Society  of  Chrift's  Church  here  on 
Earth  is  called  the  KJngdom  of  Grace. 

Now  in  fpeaking  to  this  I  fliall  endea- 
Voui*  to  fhew, 

-  Firfi^  In  What  Refpeds  this  KINGDOM, 
agrees  \)v^ith,  or  differs  from,  the  Kingdom  of 
Chrift  upon  Earth. 

Secondly^  How  it  appears  that  the  Com- 
ing of  this  kingdom  is  a  fit  Matter  of 
Prayer. 

Concerning  the  Former, 
■  1.  As  the  Kingdom  of  Chrift  upon  Earth 
is  a  Society  governed  by  Divine  Laws,  (b 
will  the  Kingdom  of  God  in  Heaven  be, 
and  his  Subjects  there  will  be  no  lefs  obli*" 
ged  to  Service  and  Obedience  tha,n  they  are' 
here ;  and  this  is  plain,  becaufe  the  Nature 
of  a  kingdom  o(  neceffity  implies  Govern^- 
ment  on  the  one  fide,  and  Subjedion  on 
the  other.  St.  Jotn^  tells  us,  that  the  Saint* 
of  God  worfhip  him,  Km  4.  10.  And  be- 
caufe the  Angels  of  God  do  his  iVdl  in  fiea^ 
ven^  which  is  mentioned  in  the  next  Petiti- 
on of  this  Prayer,  the  Saints  fhall  be  Uiyy%htn 
cij^al  to  the  Angels  in  this  refped ;  tliere- 
fore  Service  and  Obedience  will  by  them 
^Ifo  be  performed  according  to  thePleafure 
of  their  great  Creator.  .   . 

2.  As  the  Kingdom  of  Chrift  upon  Earth 
is  a  Kingdom  of  Gr^ce^  fo  alfo  will  be  that 
''  '  '  of 
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of  the  Kingdom  of  Glory;  for  God  will 
Then  manifeft  more  of  his  Goodnefs  and 
Grace  towards  he  Servants  chan  Here  they 
are  capable  of  ^  There  theylhall  be  lioaUy 
and  abfolutdyy  Here  they  are  but  conditio 
onfjUy  forgiven  and  juftified;  There  they 
ihall  b/3  fet  free  from  all  Dangers  and  Ene- 
mies, Here  they  are  to  encounter  and  con* 
Aid  witii  both )  fp  that  it  wiU  \»  %  King- 
dom of  greater  Grace  than  this. 

J.  As  the  I^ingdon^  of  Chrift  was  plant^ 
in  the  World  by  the  firft  commg  of  Chrift, 
io  ihall  the  Kingdom  of  (?od  tii  Heaven  be 
ppened  at  Chrift -s  fecond  coming  to  judge 
the  World,  and  to  accomplish  the  Salya^iioii 
c^  his  Peofde  from  all  their  Epeipies,  that 
to  him  we  may  owe  the  Q^inniqg,  the 
Continuation,  and  the  ^erfeclio^  of  oup 
Redemption. 

■But  now  the  more  Remarkable  QifFerence^ 
lietween  thefe  Two  Kingdoms,  which  tht 
Scripture  tak^s  notice  of,  are  thefe  four. 

They  di&r, 
.  ;.  In  refpe^  of  their  Subje€ts. 

2.  In  relped  of  the  D^fefs  of  Diving 
pxmnunication  to  the  Subjeds  thereof. 

.^  In  refped  of  the  Manner  of  their  A4* 
Siiaiftratipn.    And, 

^4.  Of  their  Duration, 

The  Two  Kingdoms  differ, 

J,  In  refpea  of  the  Siibje^s  of  them. 
Tlw  Kingdom  of  God  in  Heaven  will  co^- 
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fid  of  fuch  only  as  he  loves,  and  approves, 
and  delights  in;  for  into  that  no  haughty 
Per(bn  can  enter,  no  unclean  Thing  can 
come ;  whereas  the  Society  of  the  Church 
in  this  Life  is  made  up  promitcuoully  of 
Good  and  Bad,  it  is  like  a  Field,  y^here  the 
Tares  and  the  Wheat  grow  t^etber.    And 
tho'  the  I^fign  of  our  Lord  in  planting  the 
Church  upon  Earth  was  to,fuirify  wao  him* 
felf  a  peculiar  People  ze^lom  of  good  Worksy 
to  prepare  and  £t  them  for  the  Kingdom  di 
Glory,  when  all  thefe  Things  Ihall  come  to 
an  End,  and  therefore  be  furnifhed  his 
Church  with  Power  to  exclude  all  Ferfons 
from  its  Communion,  that  (hould  vifibly 
depart  from  their  Baj^ifmal  Promife  and 
Mowy  yet  this  Power  it  committed  into  tho 
Hands  of  Men  that  are  not  always  careful 
of  their  Duty,  but  fometimes  negleft  to 
fut  away  the  fcandalous  Perfon  from  amoi^ 
themi^Ives :  And  if  they  were  never  fo 
c^refijl,  yet  they  can  only  diftinguifh  be- 
^een  thofe  that  walk  honefrly  and  inof* 
fenfively  on  the  one  hand,  and  between  no- 
prious  and  fcandalous  Sinners  on  the  other; 
bitt  they  cannot  diftinguilh  always  becweea 
the  Sincere  and  Hypocrites:  And  they  of 
this  Htter  fort  may  behave  themmves  ib 
difcreetly,  as  not  to  let  their  Vices,  v/fush 
re^n  in  their  Hearts,  (hew  themfelves  in 
thfif  open  Pradices.    But   when    Chrift 
Ihall  come  to  judge  the  WorkL  (le  will  im- 
partially 
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.partially  ditttnguilh  between  the  Good  and 
Bad;  the  Sinners  pall  nca  fiand  in  the  Cm^ 
gr elation  of  the  Righteous  y  the  Hypocrite 
fliall  not  be  ablii  to  croud  bimfeif  any  longr 
er,  ^npr  to'flide.  iato  the  Company  of  the 
Siricere;.  the  Wheat  fhall  be  thoroughly 
lifted  from  the  Chaff;  the  An^Is  IhalT  fe-- 
ver  the  Good  from  the  Bad ;  the  JVbeat 
iball  be  gather?(|  into  the  Garner  by  it  felf, 
and  the  Chaff  Jhalt  pe  burnt  with  unquench^., 
ehle  Fire. 

i   That  which  I/take  to  be  moft  Obfervable 
under  thisKead  is;  That  altho'  at  Chri/i^s 
fecond  coming  the  Juftice  of  God  Ihall  be 
difcerned  in  the  Puniihment  of  aJl  ungodly 
and  unrighteous.  .Perfons,' and  the  Wicked; 
therefore  fliall  vifibly  be  made  fubjei^  tb 
bis  Almighty  Power;   that  is,  altho^  the 
Dominion  of; God  will  be  apparent  w^er^ 
t^efe,  and  Ads  of  Government  will  pals . 
upon. them,,  yet  thefe  are 'not  taken  hotice"^ 
of  as  Parts  of.  that  Kingdom^  Which.  wiU 
then  begin,  tho'  they  will  i>e  made  Exam- 
plm  of  his  Power  and  Juftice,-  and.  will- 
And  them  felves  not  exempt-froni:  his  Jurist 
oi^'onf-but:  the  ^Good  onlyy  thofe  whonfti 
fte  delists  to  fave,  arq  callddi^^i^^  CbiWen- 
o^itie  -Kjngdom^  the  reft  being  jib^t  ota  into 
€0M^:Darknef^:\^hich,  is  a  plain  Detnon- 
ftriation'how  much  more  God  is  deligbtgdj^' 
ttiiit^his  Govjjjrnraent  fhoirid  be  made  Re- 
xnarl^able  by  A8^  of  Graqe^apd  Goodnefsy.: 
'7^V'     "  .       than 
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than  by  InftanCes  of  irrefiftiblq  Powqv  and 
jufi  Severity.  ,  He  will  not  allow  that  his 
iriofi  glorious  Kingdom  fhould  be  faid  to 
extend  farther  than  his  Kindnefs  and  Bene- 
ficence, tho'  his  abfblute  Dominion  be  over 
all  Things,  and  his  Power  is  made  known 
in  the  Deftrudion  of  his  Enemies.  Were 
there  nothing  elfe  to  jJerfoade  me  that  God 
does  not  now  goVern  the  World  merely  for 
Oftentatibn  of  arbitrary  Will  and  Power, 
this  would  abundantly  fatisfy  me  in  this 
Matter,  that  6ven  that  glorious  Kingdom 
of  God,  which  will  be  opened  with  the 
ihoft  illuftrious  Manifeftation  of  his  Per- 
fedions  before  all  the  World,  that  ever  was, 
or  will  be,  that  Kingdom,  I  lay,  \yili  con- 
fill:  only  of  the'bbjeds  of  his  Love  and 
Grace,  and  he  will .  not  reckon  them  to  be 
within  his  Government,  tho*  ^ey  cannot 
\jvithdraw  th^mfeLves  from  .u.nder  it,  who 
are  iricapable  6f  Iiis  Mercy  and  Bounty.  For 
which  np  reafon  could  be  given,  if  all  his 
l^rovidences  v(rerfe  the  tnere  \EfFeQ:  of  arbr- 
trai^y  Will  and'^irrefiftible  Power.  For  then 
why  fhpuld  not  the  Kingdom  of  God  be  faid 
to  coiififl:  of  thofe  whom  he  condemns  eter- 
ilaliy,  becaufe^he  hath  a  mind  to  condemn^ 
them,  as  well  as  of  thofe  whom  he  faves 
eternally,  becaufe  he  had  a  mind  to  fave 
them  ?  When  therefore  the  Apoftle  tells  us^ 
th^t  the  tJ/iiri^hfeous  fiall  not  inherit  the 
Kingdom  ofGod^  and  our  Saviour,  that  they 
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only  fliall  fee  the  KJ%dom  of  God  that  are 
horn  a^atHf  it  is  evident  that  God  Will  have 
his  Kingdom  Of  Glory  con(ift  only  of  thofe 
that  are  Ob)eds  of  nis  M^rcy  and  ioVe» 
and  therefore  that  he  Would  have  his  Kii^- 
dom  and  Government  noted  for  the  (jfxxi' 
iieis  and  Clemency  of  it,  and  the  Del^bt 
he  takes  in  the  Hajipinefs  of  his  Creatures. 
Therefore  in  his  Kingdom  his  Goodne^ 
jQiall  ihine  above  all  his  other  Attributed, 
stnd  the  Glory  of  it  fliall  fill  every  Manfipa 
fa  Heaven,  and  the  Senfe  o^  it  and  the  Ex- 
fierience  of  it  fhall  be  every  where^  to  ravifh 
the  HearK  of  Men  and  Angels;  they  fhaU 
all  with  unfpeakable  Delight  worfhip  him 
fi)r  ever,  and  give  him  the  Glory  of  all  hn 
Perfedions,,  and  that  With  the   utmofl 
Thankfulnefi  and  Toy,  becaufe  they  are  the 
Inflances  of  his  infinite  Goodnefs. 
^   fi.  As  the  Kingdom  of  God  fhall  confiii 
of  them  only  that  were  the  true  Saints  of 
God  in  ths  World,  fb  to  them  will  he  cont' 
^unicate  himfelf  more  fully  than  whilfl 
they  were  in  their  mortal  Bodies.    This 
was  hinted  before,  but  deferves  to  be  con- 
fidered  by  it  felf.    In  order  to-  the  Recove- 
ry of  Mankind,  and  the  compteating  our 
Happinefs  in  the  Enjoyment  of  God,  he  has. 
made  himfelf  known  to  us  by  degrees.    At 
firft  the  World  knew  God  only  by  natural 
Light,  and  thofe  particular  Revelations  that 
he  made  of  himfelf  to  fome  hdy  and  excel- 
lent 
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lent  Perfons.    In  Procefs  of  Time  it  pleafed 
God  to  make  a  more  full  Revelation  of  him- 
fclf  to  the  Seed  oi  Abraham^  by  Mofef  and 
the  Prophets.    But  in  the  laft  Days  he  ma- 
nifefted  himfelf  yet  more  publiclily,  by  fend- 
ing his  own  Son  into  the  World,  and  that 
for  the  Good  of  all  Mankind,  that  all  might 
hefaveJ,  and  come  to  the  Kjtowle^e  of  the 
Truth,    But  there  is  a  more  full  Difcovery 
of  himfdf  yet  behind,  which  God  will  make, 
to  Good  Men.  Tho'  the  Difcovery  of  God's 
Perfeftions,  and  of  his  Cbunfels,  to  fave  us 
fey  hb  Gofpel,  was  fo  bright  a  Revelation, 
in  Companfon  to  that  which  he  afibrded 
the  Jfraelites  by  Types  and  F^res  before, 
yet  even  this  Revelation,  compared  with 
that  which  b  to  come,  b  but  an  Obfcure 
and  Faint  RepreTentation  of  God^s  infinfte 
Perfeaipns  and  inoft  wife  Cbunfel&.    For 
the  ApofHe  tells  us.  Now:  we  fee  thro*  a 
Clafs  darkfyy  htt  then  wp  Jhall  fee  Face  t9 
face,  I  Cor.  ij.'iii.    And  we  are  not  to 
wonder  that  CWift  at  hi^  fecond  coming'^ 
will  raife  us  Up  ^o  a  more  fublime  and  perr 
fed  Knowledge  of  the  JJature  and  Provi- 
dence o£God,  than  he  came  to  acquaint  us 
#ith  at  firft,  becaufe  at  firft  he  came  to  in- 
ftruft  us  in  that  Knowledge  of  God,  which 
might  be  abundantly  fumcierit  to  bring  u^ 
to  the  Enjoyment  of  hb  Kingdom  at  laft; 
and  then  that  Knowledge  which  we  Ihall 
attain,  ibaQ  be  the  Reward  of  qur  Faith 
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and  Obedience  under  <jofpel-)K;n9wledge> 
and  therefore  the  gre?itei1:  that  is  attainable 
by  us.  <  .,     w 

I.  The  AMiiniftration  of  this  Kingdom 
will  differ  very  much  from  that  of  the  King- 
dom of  the  Gofpel.;  Mere  We  are  governec| 
by  fuch  Laws  of  Croa  as  are  fuitable  to  our 
State  and  Cdndkion.  We  are  pWiged  to 
live  hy  Faith  m  him  whom  we  do  not  fee, 
to  hope  for  a  tromife  which  Mfe  do  not  en^ 
joy,  to  commemctf-ate  our  liord,  fron^  whon^ 
we  are  abient/ by  the  holy  Rites  of  thq 
Chriftian  Sacrifice^ '  But  now  when  we 
fhall  fee  him  )yhbni  we  do  BelWciy  the  Lavr 
oi  Faith  will  be^  at  an  end^/bpcaufe  there 
^ill  be  no  rtiore  uie  for  it.  c  ?(iVHcn  wc^  (liall. 
enjoy  what  we  nbw  exp^fib^  J^ii?/^  •  will  tfe. 
no-  niore-^a  neceflafy  Virtue,  ^incit  Divine, 
G^race.  Whe»)We  ihall  fee  a^d^ever  dwefl 
with 3f^y^,,  the  Feaft  of  his rSacrifice ihHe^] 
^1fembrance  oi^hiva  will  1)e  Vat  an.  end  for*, 
ever;  and  ibftf ad-  of  atf , th^ie  Tempcifral; 
lUws  which  zrp  fuHed  to  biin  p^eient  State* 
(Sodwill  govern  us  bythe  BferA^tl  Liwsof 
Ri^hteoumefs  land  Godlinef?,'  all  wjbII  un-^ 
derttood  by  all  the  Subjects  of  the  heavenly^ ' 
Kingdom.  The  Afoy2?icife  Difpehfation  was 
imperfefl:,  and,  the  Jews  were  cumbrcd^ 
wifh  many  pofitive  Laws  and  Ordinance^" 
which  almoft  clouded  the  Rules  of  intriu;- 
fick  Goodn^fs.  The  Chriftian  Difpen&tioa 
is  more  perfeft  than  that  was,  and  confe- 
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quently  lia^  very,  few  pafitiv«>  Laws,  ^  but 
abounds  with  the  plain  Rales  of  moral 
Piety  and  Virtue*    The  Kingdom  of  Jie^ 
ven  will  be  the  moftjp€^e^4dmim/lfatioii 
(f  all^  aad  then  all  Saci-amental^smd  Tem- 
porary Inditutions  fhall  :ceafe,  anjl  Eternal 
Laws  of  Goodnefs  and  Righiieo^ihefs  ihaft 
fally  come  m  place.    And  thericfo^e  the 
Apoftle  tells  us,  that  Charity^  xAMi  con- 
tains all  thefe  Laws,  ihall  never  ^I^i'knd 
hath  lipdn  that  Account  the  Prdiohiiiencft 
above  fhith  and  Hofe^  t  tk>r.  i^A.  .which 
will  be  of  no  Ufe  when  they  haveioiiaE  coni 
duded  us  to  the  heavenly  Kingdomi.'  i  fEkii 
Typies  of  the  Law  were  of  nd/llfe  whea 
tbey  had  once  brought  the  believii^T/i^x 
to  the  Faith  of  Chritt^and  the  Sodsty  of  hfa 
Church, ,  So  neither  fliaU  Faith  and  Baptifin^ 
and  the  poGtive  Ordinances  of  tfacf  Ghurch, 
be  of  any  Ufe  whenthey  fliall  have  bkwght 
us  to  the  Kingdom,  of  .Heaven,  when  that 
which  is  Perf^B  is  come ^  and  that  vs^ichfB 
in  fart  pall  he  done^  •amd}.   ^Thust  al(»  Gqd 
now  governs  us  by  tKe<  Preeepts  ic^  his 
Word,,  delivered  at  firft;  by  the:W6rd  of 
ChriB^  then  by  his  Apoftles,  now-  written 
down  in  the  holy  Books ;  he  inftrufts  us  by 
the  Miniftry  of  Men,  he  conveys  the  Khow^v 
ledge  of  his  Will  to  us  by  Humkn  Traditi- 
on, and  difpenfeth  his  Grace  by  the«tter- 
nal  Miniftrings  of  the.\GofpeL   rBup?.,whac 
the   Apoftle .  faid  of^^  thofe   extraondinary 
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Means  of  commufliGstbig  Divine  KooW'' 
ledge  in  his  Time,  Whether  there  be  Prophe- 
cies, tbeyJ^U  fail,  whether  there  he  To^ufs, 
tbeyfiall  ceafe,  is  true  of  all  thofe  Methods 
of  Inftnidion  now  naai'd),that  ^hey  (hall 
ceafe  too,  and  we  {ball  be  more  immediate^ 
ly  taught  ofGodt  and  more  diref^ly  influen^ 
ced  by  bis  Divine  Spirit,  %n<i  made  to  m^r 
darftand  fay  Things  themfelves. 

Furthermore,  The  Kingdom  of  Grace  is 
eftabiilhed  upon  the  Sacrifice  of  ChriflS 
Death,  and  all  our  Prayers,  and  Worihip^ 
and  Thankigivings,  are  as  yet  accepted  t^ 
God  no  oiteniirays  than  thro'  the  Interoeflii* 
OB  of  OW  Mediator,  who  is  ChriS  the  L^d, 
And  this  is  one  plain  Reafbn  why  (be  Ki^f 
dom  of  ito  Gofpd  is  caHed  the  Kingdom  of 
Chris,  But  now  when  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven  hereafter  (baQ  appear,  it  wiil  be 
adminiftred  ancxher  way.  For  wh«n  the 
End  t»  come,  Chr0  imll  deliToer.  «/>  the 
Kjf^dom  to  G^f  even  the  Father^  i  Coc* 
15. 24. ^at  is,  he  £b^U  deliver  up  bis  mediae 
tory  Kii%dom,  as  being  now  fully  ■accooi-' 
I>li(n*d,  in  the  perfe&  Redenq>tion  and  SaU 
vation  of  all  his  flncere  Children  and  Fol* 
lowers,  wbaa  he  ihall  have  conduiSeddmn 
in^  his  Father's  Hbufe,  perfeaiy  ctertiifcd 
and  purified  from  all  Sin«  ihining  with  Xn- 
nocence  and  Righteoufnefs,  without  Sf6t  or. 
Blemijbt  with  glorified  Bodies,  for  the  Ha* 
bitatioa  of  immortal  Souk    He  ihall  thea 
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t^d  no  &rther  to  Intercede  for  theim  in 
Right  of  his  Death,  he  ihall  hive  no  mote 
Catufe  td  interpofe  in  their  Behai^  as  their 
High  Prieft,  to  atone  for  their  Sins,  Or  to 
gain  Acceptation  of  thefr  Pgrfons  by  his 
Merits.    But  all  the  Power  to  which  he 
Was  eialted  f^r  thft  Sake  of  bis  Church,  th^ 
Power  of  his  floydl  Priefthood,  he  will  lay 
down  at  the  Feet  erf" the  Father,  having  fully 
iccoiriplilli  d  the  End  for  which  it  was  gi^ 
ven  to  hini,  a^id  then  fhall  all  Obedience 
and  Praife,  and  Thankfulnefi,  be  given  im- 
riiediately  to  God,  without  need  of  Sacrifice^ 
or  Mediation,  or  High  Prieft.    Aiul  thus 
in  the  Kingdom  of  Glory,  which  will  b^ 
adminiftredin  a  yet  more  Divine  Way  thaa 
the  Kingjdom  of  Griace  is^,  God  will  be  all 
ht  allt  as  the  Apolile  f|^k$.    He  will  im.^ 
tnedkitely  fill  the  Hearts  of  aU  Good  Men 
with  all  Divine  Orape,  Gpodnpfe,  and  Joy^ 
and  irilmediat^lv  receive  from  them  aU 
poffible  Teftimonies  of  I^ove,  Than^ful- 
Dcis,  and  Obedience.    Chrift  jball  reigp  till 
he  hatb  fia  all  M^aemies  under  hit  leetl,  the 
laji  Ef^y.  that  fiall  he  d^rpyed  is  Deatb^ 
and  that  is  to  fee  deftroyed  by  the  Refur- 
redionj  and  then  ihall  the  j^ir^dpm  b6  de^ 
livered  up  to  the  Father,  thatjs,  there  fliaU 
be  an  Eqd  <fi  the  mediatpiy  or  lacerdotal 
Kingdom  of  Cbr^,  and  <3oa  >yill  Be  qbey^ 
•d,  and  honoured,  a^d  worijiipj^d,  with' 
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'  4iHn  ind;/^^,  The  Tyuration  ot  thh 
^iTigddmSvKI  beKernal  in  th^t  State  where- 
in It  ^fhall  be  eftabKfhed  by  Chrift  at  the 
?iff  Jadgment;  '  For  Chrifiis  not  to  deliver 
'//p  the  Ejngdom  to  the  father ^  till  he  hath 
faved^aW  to  tM  uttemtofi  that  come  to  God 
fyhifn^  tilllip  hstth  fet  them  out  of  all  Dan- 

ter  of  their  Ehetriies ;  whereas  the  bed 
/len  Here  arc  in  a  LapfiMe  State,  and  had 
need'  be  often  called  upon,  to  take  heed  left 
the^falL  ^  Biit^the  Reward  of  our  Perfeve- 
■raiice  in  this  State  will  be  a  KJngdom  that 
cannoli  ^^'ihaken^  an  Everlafting  Kingdom. 
'  And  thus-  mudh  concerning  the  Nature 
of  that  Kingdom,  which  is  to  commence  at 
the'l^corid  coming  of  C^r/y?. 

The  y^c^/Tii^  Point  was  this,  to  fliew  how 
it  appears  to  be  a  fit  Matter  for,  our  Prayer; 
For  we  are  fure  that  it  will  come,  and  that 
<^od  hath  appointed  the  Time  when  k  fhall 
•begfii.         ^  ^       -     -^       ^-  :    : -•* 

In  anfwer.  to  this,  it  niuft  be  laid  dow* 
fof  a  Rule,  that  we  'may  pray  for  tholfe 
Things  that  will  certain^r  come  to  pals. 
And  then  the  Meaning*  of  fucTi  Prayer  is 
Ithis^  ^hat  we;  earneltlydefire^to  fee  tbofe 
Things  which  ^  pray  for.  And  therefore 
^v^hen  we  pi^y  that  the  ^Kingdom  of  God 
tnay  come,  we  do  in  cflfe£l  fay,  that  what 
*(j0d  hath  promifed  we  do  heartily  wiflk 
atid  defire.v  And'thus' whirl  God  had  pro* 
inifed  'agreat  BlefTing  to' tfee^^^j  Abfolute- 
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ly,  that  they^  h^d  no  reafon  to  doubt  but 
it  fliould  infallibly  be  conferred  on  them, 
he  faid,nevei:it)tielefs*  /  will  yet  for  ibis  he 
enquired  of  b^i^^^^  Bouje ,  of  ifrael^  to  do  it 
for  them^  Ezek.  36.  ^2^  -jV-  In  like  man^ 
ner  God  liadAbfolutely  foretold  to  them  the  ,  ' 
jcoming  of  iti^.MeJJiasy  but  yet  the  pious 
Jy^wj^  prayed  foi*  bis  comirjg,  by  which  they 
c>:prelfed  their  J^Ofjglng  after  his  Appear^; 
ance,  their  ea'riieft  Defire  to^^.  the  Salvati^ 
on  of  (aody  So  in  like  manner  the  fccon^  ' 
coming  of  Cfe//^^  which  is  Abfohitely  fpre^ 
told,  prpipifed  p  the  Good  indeed,  but  a 
Thing  moft  dreadful. to  the. Wicked^  like- 
wife,  I  fay,  the  fecond  coming  o(  Chri§f^ 
apd  the  Kingdom  of  God,  which  will  thea 
cpme,  is  to  be  the  Matter  of  our  earned 
Defire, and  Expectation,  and  in  that  Senfe 
we  pray  for  it  J.*  as  St.John^  having  brought 
the  Prophecies  concerning  the  State  of  the' 
Church,  as  far  as  till  Cbrifi^s  kcond  cotn-f. 
ing,  concludes-,  He  which  teftifieth  thefe 
Things  faith ^  Surely  I  come  quickly:  Amen^ 
Evenfo  come^  Lord  Jefp'^9  Rev.  22.  20*  ^ 

And  furely  we  ought  tp  exprefs  our  moll 
vehement  Exp^^ation  and  Defire  that  that 
Kingdom  may  come,  when  the  Goodnefs 
of  God  will  be  mofl:  illuttrioudy  difplayed,; 
when  his  Mercy  is  over  aljlhis  Sub)?£^s,^ 
when  God  is  known  and  (iQnas  he  iSy  whm 
the  £n(i  of  our  blefled  Lprd's  Mediation  ' 
\^i\]  be  fully  attained,  when  the  eternal 
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Laws  of  Righteoufriefs  and'Goodnefs  >yill 

be  perfedly  underflood  and  obeyed,  when 

>:here  is,  no  Danger  of  Sin  and.Mifery  for 

(ever.    If  it  be  an  Happinefe  fo  defirable, 

and  defer 

pur  Prayt 

Ifhat  Unii 

GodJinefSj 

Mankind. 

flourifh  I 

Kingdorn 

more  Affe 

ingbf  tb 

fings  will 

and  abide 

out  Endi 

h  much  f 

in  admitt 

|iy?  their 

our  to  his 

Pleafure  t 

72:    So  [ 

Subjcfts  1 

thereby  n 

Reward  is  faid  to  be  no  lefs  thafi  that  of  a 

Crmn  of  Righteouf^e^^^^ 

fiut  then,  I  befeech  you^  does  no|  the 
Petitiqn^  even  in  this  Senfe,  teach  us  what 
manner  of  Perfons  we  ought  to  be  who  ufe 
It  ?  To  li^hat  End  do'  we  think  did  our  Lord 
put  this  Prkyer  into  our  Mouths,  but  tha^ 
we  n^ight  Ijc  certainly  admoniflie^  that 
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here  we  have  no  contiming  City,  hat.  that 
we  feek  for  a  City,  whofe  Builder  md  Ma* 
her  it  God',  aad  that  as  Strainers  and  PiU 
grimsy  who  are  not  yet  at  Home,  we  fbouU 
aifiaittfrom  fleply  Luftsy  which  war  t^ainfi 
the  Soul,  that  will  interciept  betweea  u$  and 
our  heavenly  Country,  if  we  do  not  aban- 
don theoi)  and  eaft  them  away  ^t>iii  us  ? 
With  what  Senfe  can  chat  Man  pray  that 
Cod's  Kii^dom  may  come,  whofe  Portion 
is  in  thit  Lfe,  whofe  Treafure  is  upon  Earth, 
who  is  habituated  to*  Xdift  and  PleaTure, 
who^  Heart  is  fet  upon  the  Wealth  and 
Greatness  of  this  World,  and  who  is  there* 
ioct  at  Enmity  widi  God?  If -Heaven  were 
ibch  a  Place  as  the  T^r^x  dream  tbdr  Fara^ 
di&  to  be,  a. Scene  of  ieafijal  Plealiires,  if 
it  wert  a  Court  for  Flatiery  and  AmbicioQ, 
ff  it  vt&x  ^  Place  of  \AqrfmfidhK  for  buv- 
loR  and  felling,  and  cheating,  if  it  wouki 
anord  Opporcuaities  &ir  Luft  ajid  Vain- 
dk>r)^,  aiul  ^^en^,  and  Ambiflon^  and 
Govatoa(iM6,  to  gain  tho£b  finds  lvfajch,ar9 
purfiaed  afbr  iolJiis  Workt  of  Sin  and  Mc- 
(ay,  thenivvSth  very-^ood^flfe  mighttfae 
Woi'ldli^  tbeOppi^or,  tl|c  Man.  that 
snakes  haftoto  be  cicfa,  thci  Drunkard,  und 
tht  j^duiatver,  and  itber  Plattfirer»  and  jm 
the  re&  of  this-  ibrnw,.  they  mieht*  I  i^y, 
then  :Vficy  well  d^iine  eo;fte<fiie  Dafr.whea 
this  KiAgtea^ibDuld  oame»  ^ey  would  hd- 
sieftly^y4lxis:prayci',  thoy  would  Ixiarenr 
L  4  religious 
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feligiobs^ad  devout  Pefftms  in  Appearance, 
and  y^' be  the  fame  Wretches  in  reality 
thit  they  are.    None  is  fit  to  ufe  this  Peti- 
iionibue 'he  that'  lives  in-  Charity,  Purity, 
and  jHdinefs,  that  contemns  the  World, 
that  IS!  itidiffeceiit  about  the  Good  or  Evil  of 
ir,:iir  CXmipariicMi  mctiis^  Concern  fbr  his 
^ritoai  and  evcrfeifting  Welfere,  who  hath' 
thefefortflcleanred  hkvMifrm'all  Fikhtiujs 
oftbefhfh  /mdSfkif,  ind  iiferfiBing  Ho'i 
linefs:'in\thei ^arjaf-Gadf  vi^hohas  reafon  to 
wiflk'^^'f  ind  hmJthgi  Ljord^^JppeairiH^  z£ 
the  d^ecuifol  Dat^v-^s  being:  in ' a  Condon 
to  (find  ^tiefe^ethi^  Judge  of  Quick  stnd 
Dead,*. as  hiving. Jp- fure  C^nfcience,  as  ha- 
yia§-  gone  thorough  the  Exerci^  of  Re-. 
pefttaace,  And  as  7dc  Gompleasting  all  the 
'  I>U!tiai^O?itiii'the€eurfe  of  an4oly  Life. 
!  Wbeft  v^  jas^,  fh^  K}»g^»  cimey  db 
we-flot:;as  bfe^fi  -ceriyirice  our  felves  of  the 
^r^teff^  Foltyv-Aidlers  vrithal  we.  mUkc  it; 
ouv  m^'-HtKkri^^udy  and  Care  to<l^  fie 
^etite^'lnitb  it  When  it  does  come,  unlels 
ci\jie  tFfaough'ts'  hi  raifed  ;dx3fve  the  Vanities 
andJl'^llfcs-pf'it'his  World,  and  oar  JffefH- 
^nuz^^fit  ufM  Ji6%j'^fiw,  wb^e  Cbrifi 
fUeth-^'  theRiiht.  Hand  of  God?  If  we 
iha\l&fior  fotneifood  Hope  of  entrring  imo 
that^  Kifigdomv  Wercannot  with  the  leaf]: 
SiriGerky^prajr-that  it  may  cofiie ;   our 
Hearts  muft  give  our  Tongues  t&;  Lie  eve- 
ry-timt  Wc  feyithis  Prayer  i  otherwiip  we 
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pray  that  the  Kingdom  of  God  may  come 
to  our  own  Shanie  and  Confufion,  to  our 
final  Kuin  andTieffoJflfonj,  „tjiat  the  Time; 
may  come  when  we  fhall  be  fliut  out  into 
outer  Darknefsj  and  be  for  ever  bereaved  of 
all  Hope  to  enter  into  the  "^oy  of  our  I^ordL 

Let  us  therefore  remember  a  Senfcof  the 
Petition  that  was  infilled  upon  before,  pray- 
ioj^^t^t  that  Kiogdcpoi  of  God  may  come 
into  our  H^^'i^ts,  that  Kingdom  which  is 
Righteoufnejs  ani  ?eate^  arid  "Joy  in  the 
Ualy  Ghq/}. 

And  then,  O  Lord,  let  thy  Kingdom  of 
Glory  come;  and ,A^hen  the  3^wer  of  thy 
Grace  hath  fubdued  our  Wills  to  thine  in 
all  Things,  then  fhall  we  long  for  the  Ap- 
pearance of  thine  everlafting  Kingdom,  that 
when  Chrifi^  who  is  our  Life  Jball  appear^ 
U!e.nk^alfi}^ap^ar  with  him  in  Glory. 
\  And  God  grant  ^hat  eyecy;  Tongue  and 
every  Heart  may  Be  truly  qualified  tq  lay 
witb  the  beloved,  Pifciple,  Jmen^^V^  P, 
mf^tordjejif^j  ry  s'^^. 
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SERMON  VI, 

■  .    i  .  .... 

The  fourth  Semipii  on  the  LO^P'* 
PRAYER. 


Matth.  Vt.  X. 

.  ■  '  ]'  ••■••,■       ,    -    , . 

-    p!y  W^H  h^fff  on  ^artb  at  H  \ftn  ,' : 

t  ••  •  ■;.  ■■  .  -  ■         v       \   .         '     •    -> 

<Ps  Kjngiom  may  cme^ 

>efife  ofC/)r^/*^fefc6n<i 

fitgdomfiall  he  Jeliifer" 

he  Prieftfaood  «sa  Mdi 

1\  be  ended,  atUl  Gqc^ 

' jj^//  be  all  in  all,    Bi|t  in  this  Petition  we 

pray  that  the  State  of  ChriB%  Kingdom  up^ 

on  Earth  may  come  a$  near  as  itiay  be  tq 

that  of  God's 'Kii^d(Mn  hereafter,  and  that 

fan  be  n<^  other  way  efFeSed,  than  by  our 

floing  the  Will  of  God  on  Earth  as  it  is  4one 

i&  Heaven. 

In  fpeaking  to  this  Petition, 

1. 1 
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X.  I  IfaaH  Ihew  vhat  we  are  to  under- 
^nd  by  the  ffin  of  Go  J,  ' 

2.  How  it  mzy  be  done  upon  Earth  a^ 
it  if' in  Heaven. 

^.  Why  \^e  (honld  a%ire  after  doing  the 
Will  of  God  in  this  ipannef,  and  how  th^re^ 
pre  this  is^  fit  Matter  for.  o»|r  Prayer. 

4.  What  Qualifications  this  Petjtipni  fup. 
pofes  in  hjm  that  ufethit.  '''■'..', 

I.  By  the  Will  of  God  here  we  ar?  to  un- 
derftand  Onlj  his  Commands^  as  I  intend  tQ 
Ihew  you.  ■        . ' 

Some  Mpn  love  to  und< 
tion  of  fbnietliing  m^re^ 
Secret  Will  as  \yell  as  \\k 
they  are  wont  to  call  God 
the  SLules  he  hat^h  given 
Win,  and  his  t)ecrees  o\ 
iThings  fljall  come  to  pa<s 
that  is,  thofc  Pecrees^  cc 
Which  the  Event  hath  not 
that  they  muft  mean.    1 
that  think  all  Events  are 
^rmined,  according  to  tt] 
a  qprtain  Ca^Eechiun,  "X^i 
God  are  his  eternal  Vurpofe. 
Comfel  cfhif  own  Will,  wberehy  for  bis  ovo» 
Glory  he    hath  fate*Qrdained  vohatfoever, 
comes  to  fafs^  fuch  Men  had  need  nav^  a 
care  ho>y  they  apply  their  Doctrine  to  tb»^ 
Petition,'  left  praying  for  the  AccompUlh- 

ment  of  all  Events,  jhey  pray  that  thofe 

'^"■'  .'■  1  '■'•■'••"■.  ♦    .  ,.      ^  ''  '    sin^ 
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Sins  may  come  to  pals,  ,which  they  fuppofe 
amongft  other  Things  to' lie  fore-ordaihed 
to  come  to  pafs.  For  this  would  be  t^o  {)raj^ 
for  contrary  Things,  fince,  triider  this  Pfetiti- 
on,  that  Prayer  is  certainly  included,  that  I 
may  not  f^ri,  and  that  othdrs  may  not  tini 
arid  yet  according  to  the  ^Orementioii^q 
Dci^lrrnje  the :  Pfetition  might  include  the! 
direOE  Contrary;  that  is,  that  I  and  others 
may  fin  \i  we  were  fore-ot-daiffed  b  it.  But 
thej/fpeale  rather  according  to  Reafonind 
Scrioturer.  -  Who  fav.  ^  thlt'  God  forefeeing 

uld  do,  if  they  w?re 

refiftMe  Power,  de- 

ndei-'^tte  tibfertv  of 

nces;' and  withal  tq 

icir/Evil:    Thus  the* 

y  cf.  Heathen  King^^ 

1  of  God's  Anger,  u^ 

owa  People.    Thus 

r  prbtred*  one.  Means 

Redemption  by  the 

:h  God  had  fore-or- 

Kind  of  fevils  are 

rovidence  ,    without 

e  the  EfFea  of  God^s 

Will. 

But  they  are  only  the  Commands  of  God' 

.ftHl  that  are  to  be  underftqod  by  his  Will  in 

this  Petition,  hot  ihofe  Counfels  whereby 

dije.Slns  of  Men  art  over-rul'd  to  bring 

jibdut  his  gracious  and  holy  Purpofes,  and 

•  .    :  th^ 
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that^  bficailfe  there  is  no  4bch  Wiil  of  God 
performed  in  Heaven;  For  we  pay  that 
God's  Will  fiiay  he  done  on  Earth  ds'H  §s 
in  Heaven.  Bdt'  in  Heaven  God's  Will  is 
perfeftly  obeyed.  There  is  no  Sin,  no  Evil, 
no  Mifery  there,  to  be  over-rul'd  to  good 
Ends,  not  becaufeGod  could  not  do  it,  if 
there  was  any  Occafion,  bar  that  there  is 
no  fuch  Occafion;  and  God,  who  would 
not  fuflFer  the  fall'n  Angels  to  tarry  there, 
will  fufFer  nothing  thai  is  uMean  to  enter 
there. 

Wherefore  the  abfolute  Predetermination 
of  Sin,  which  Doftrine  is  in  it  felf  Falfe^  and 
•the  making  the  forefeen  Sins  of  Men  the 
Means  of  bringing  about  wife  and  good 
Ends,  which  Dodrine  is  in  k  felf  True,  arc 
neither  of  them  the  Will  of  God,  which  J*ce 
pray  to  he  done  in  this.  Petition,  becau!fe  the 
firft  is  not'the  Will  of  Goc^,  and  the  ferond 
is  not  That  WiH  which  HeSaven  yields  ^n^ 
Example  ofid: :  j  i'  •  ^^    ■      •    -  — : ' 

It  remains  then  to  enquire;  whether  the 
itdk  of  God'is  Decrees  concerning  Things 
thit  are  to  come  to  pafs^  be  infart^Ai^Lt 
Will  of  God  which  we  pray  may  be  done* 
.^  And  I  fhall  Ihew  that  thefe  caniiot  be 
intended  in 'this  place. 

That  by  the  Will  of  God. here  we  are 
not  to  underftand  his  Counfelq  and  Decrees 
concerning  Events  that  iHall;  Jnfillibly  cbmfe 
to  pafe,  tho'  withoit  the  Forefight  xflC  ariy 

Evil 
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required  in  Scripture,  but  fhewn  by  naftu- 
ral  Reafofi,  and  the  Light  of  Nature.    For 
he  that  h  infinitely  wife  and  good  can  do 
nothing  but  what  is  agreeable  to  infinite 
Wifdom    and    Goodnefs.    And    therefore 
whatever  happens  iti  the   World  lo  our 
felves  or  others,  which  we  cannot  endure 
without  Trouble,  fliould  not  yet  quite  de- 
jtSt  us,  becaufe  it  happened  by  the  Permit 
fion  and  Over-ruling  of  that  Divine  Provi- 
dence which  governs  the  World,  to  which 
nothing  is  Calual,  which  fuflfers  nothing  to 
ftraggl^  out  of  its  Notice;  and  therctore 
becaufe  it  is  the  Providence  of  the  moft  juft, 
wife,  and  good  Being,  we  are  or  ought  to 
be  fure  that  it  will  produce  Good  out  of  this 
Evil,  and  he  will  make  that  which  at  pr6- 
fent  cannot  be  j^i?/;^^,  hutgrievousy  to  bring 
forth  Events  for  his  own  Glory,  and  for  our 
Good,  tho*  the  Manner  of  it  cannot  be  com* 
prehended  readily  by  our  fhort  Underftand- 
ings.    A  Chearful  and  Contented  Spirit  un-^ 
der  Affliftions  is  our  Duty,  by  virtue  of  a 
Number  of  Precepts  in  the  Gofpel,  and 
iliewn  in  divers  Examples  of  Scripture.    It 
is  the  Lord^  let  him  do  what  feemeth,  him 
gpod.    The  Lord  gave^  and  the  Lord  bath 
taken  aisoay^  hleffedle  the  Name  of  the  Lord^ 
And  fays  our  Saviour,  Not  my  Will^  hut 
thine  he  done.     We  muft  in  Duty  fubmit 
our  felves  to  the  Hand  of  God.    We  muft 
(aft  our  Qare  upon  him^  who  careth  for  us. 

We 
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We  muft' commit  our  Way  to  him,  and  put 
our  Truft  in;  him.  Thefe  are  Rules  of  Du- 
ty, tha£  is,  the  Mattel*  of  our  Obedience. 

h  is  true  Heaven  is  no  Pattern  of  Paffive 
Virtue,  becaufe  there  neither  is  nor  can  be 
any  Ooca^bh  for  it  There.  In  Heaven  there 
is  no  patient  SubmiffiOn  to  the  Divine  DiG- 
penfations,  becaufe  there  can  be  no  Evil,  or 
Trouble,  or  Suffering,  in  a  State  of  the 
moft  perfeft  Blifs  and  Happinefs.  'th& 
Dwellers  in  the  bl^fifd  Pkcje  above  attend 
opon  God,  thby  worfliip  him,  theyferve 
and  obey  him,  they  do  all  bfe  holy  Pjeatfare; 
Accordingly  we  are  taught  to  pray,  thy- 
Law  be  obeyed,  thy  Kealut^  exjficuted;  thy* 
Service  pecforniM  amoi^ftiMen,  as  ir  is' 
done  by  the  Inhabitaiics  of  Heaven.  But 
yet  this  Petition  is  not  cobeiim^ed  and  re-< 
ftrained  to  the  more  Aftive  Part  of  Religion 
and  Yirtuej  \?hich  confifts  in  the  Worthip 
and  Servke,of  God,  and  in  a  ready  Exeouti-' 
on  of  his  'Commands.  Snbmiflion  to  God's 
Providence  under  outward  Evils  is  to  be  re-' 
dirced  to  it,  as  Part  of  the  Matter  vre  pray 
ibr  in  it,  to  wit,  that  by  this  Virtue  in  par- 
ticular the  Will  of  God  may  be  done  on 
Earth  as  his  Will  is  dohe  in  Heaven,  tho* 
Submiffidn  to  the  Divine  Pleafure  in  Affli- 
^ion  is  not  a  Virtue  belonging  to  the  hea- 
venly State  at  all.  The  Meaning  of  the 
Petition  is,  that  what  the  Will  of  the  Lord 
van.  Earth  may  be  done  upon  Earth,  as  all 

M  his 
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his  Will  to  be  doae  m  Heaven  is  done  iit 
Heaven.  We^Jray  that  the  Duty  God  pe* 
({ujres  of  us,  atid  fiefit$  the  Cbt^ch  Militant 
in  an  imperfe^  State  of  Trial,  may  be  per- 
formed here,  as  the  Duty  God  requires  of 
the  holy  Angeb  and  blefted  Spirits  in  Hea- 
ven^ and  is  proper  and  neceflkry  for  that 
State,  is  done  there*  .  Now  a  patient  Refig* 
nation  of  our  iel^s  to  God  in  Difficulties 
and  Suflbrin^Sy  &cc(>rdtng  to  the  Precepts  of 
Religion,  bejng  thtt  Will  of  God  which  re- 
lates only  to  ottr  Earthly  Condition,  we  pray 
thac.even  thisi  md^ibe  done  no.  kfs  than  his 
other  blcffed  Will  ia  Earth  and  Heaiven  too^ 
whtcti  is  e^udUynaett  and  retjuifite  to  be 
dOn<0  in  both  FHkWSh  And  t^efore  the 
Petition;  mnilt  be  iitnderftood  and  taheo  ia 
that  lAtittKie^.  ai^Doindude  every  B-andi  of 
Dtity.  ,7  . 

<  Sb^  iiltewife  asctO  a  patioit  \yaitkig  foir 
tlie  foUilOing  of /God's  Prof&Kb,.  dpo^ially 
that  df  the  Kingdom  of  ikavov  whicii  k 
the  great  Proini^  bf  all,  this  &lls  under  the 
Precepts  of  the  Gc^l,  where  we^aro  tona- 
naaodcd  to  hefe'  iatto'  the  Eadf.  where  k  k 
ret^ired  of  as,  that'  Fatitnce  may  iktvf  its 
(trfect  Work.,  that  Patience  whiGb  z«v  ibin/tf 
need  af,  that  having  done  the  Will  of  Gad  wc 
may  receive  the  Prtmife.  So  that  you  fee 
ia  all  thofe  Refpeds  of  praying  that  God's 
Will  may  be  done,  which  either  look  to  hu 
Decrees  conceriuog  Things  that  iball  cer- 
tainly 
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taiiily  come  to  pafs,  or  to  thofe  Providen- 
ces which  gre  the  Executions  of  fuch  De- 
crees, we  pray  for  no  other  thing  than  that 
we  may  do  his  Will;  that  is,  the  entire 
Senfc  of  this  Petition,  Thjf  Will  he  done  on 
Earth  as  it  is  in  Heaven^  jB,  that  we  may 
perform  all  that  Duty  which  belongs  to  us,  ~ 
one  Part  whereof  is  manifeftly  this,  to  fiibl 
mit  to  his  Providences,  to  be  patient  under 
AfBidioas,  and  to  wait  for  the  fulfilling  of 
his  Prpmifes. 

This  1  take  to  be  the  fufl«as  well  as  plain 
Meaning  of  theie  Words,  Tby  Will  he  done; 
that  is,  make  us  all  truly  obedient  to  thy 
holy  Will  in  att  Things.  And  the  Petition 
thus  underftood  will  deierve  and  require 
our  utmoft  Adfedioa  in  offering  it  up  to 
God.  ^        " 

3.  What  are  we  to  underfland  by  doing 
the  W^  of  God  upon  Earth  as  it  it  done  in 
Heaven f  or  as  the  Ang^  do  it  in  Heaven  ? 
This  t  conceive  may  appear  in  thefe  foi- 
lowing.Particulars. 

I.  This  IS  to  pray  that  we  may  do  tho 
Will  of  God  univerfally,  and  have  reffe^ 
imto  all  his  Commandments.  And  this  is  the 
Trial  of  finccre  Obedience,  npt  to  ^rform 
thofe  Duties  only  wliich  we  have  in  Com- 
parifon  little  Prejudice  againft,  either  from 
opr  Naturail  Temper,  or  our  Education,  or 
our  Worldly  Int^refts,  or  the  Example  of. 
tbpfo  we^  converfe  with,  or  to  avoid  thofe 
M  »  Sins 
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Sins  only  which  we  are  under  Httle  Temp- 
tation to  commit,  but  to  perform  that  Obe- 
dience alfo  from  which  we  are  upon  any  of 
the  forementioned  Accounts  moft  averie, 
and  from  which  we  would  be  exempted,  if 
it  were  allowed  qs  td  pick  arid  chufe  which 
of  God's  Command^  we  would  obey,  and 
where  we  would -be  txcufed.  This  Uni- 
verfality  ot  Obeditrtce,  rlay,  is  tha-i.wTiichr 
is  the  plained-  and^'beft'Mark  of  Sincerity  ivt 
doing  God^s  Will.  .^  For  tQ  do  the ; WiH  of 
God  fincerely,  i.§  to*  do  if  becaqfe  it  is^God's^ 
WiH,  and  that  Pripcrpte^  WilFbijYJ^:tis  thro' 
the  whole  Circle  df-bur  Duty,  ^hd  make 
our  Obedience  *ift.t|;ifsp.efppa:  like  that  of 
the  Angois  in  p!eav6n.  wh6  perfbtro  their 
Maker's  Will  wiHiotit  oifputing  any  Part  of 
it.  .  So  that  tlys  IJ^etition  (hews  us  what  we 
are  to  aiAi  at  in-  ,th'e  Courfc  of  our  Chrifti- 
an  Coiivcrfttio.n,  w^idh.k  na  left-  than  to 
grow-yp'to  the 'Perfe£Hon  of  obeying  our 
Maker  and  Saviour  hi  every  Thirig  that  he. 
hath  rpquired  of  us,  ?nd  that  always,  with- 
out^ A6  lnterruptk)n'of  any  wiiftH  NeglcQ: 
of  Dutyi  or  Ctommiflion  of  Sin^  and  as 
much  as  maj^  be,-  without  the  Mixture  of 
afny  finful  Frailty*  And  for  this  reafon  it  is 
requifite  for  us  to  propound  to^  our  felves 
the  moft  perfed  Exaniples,  fuch  as  the  Obe- 
(Jience  of  the  hdy  Angels.  And  therefore 
our 'Lord  hath  not  taught  us  in  this  Prayer 
$0  pray  that  we  may  do  God^s  Will  upon 
^'  Earth 
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Earth  as  it  has  been  done  upon  the  Earth 
by  the  holy  Prophets,  and  the  Apoftlts,  and 
the  like,  for  they  have  all  failed  m  fome 
thing  or  other,  but  as  it  is  done  by, the  An- 
gels in  Heaven,  that  never  offended  their 
Maker;  and  yet  no  queftion  but  we  may 
and  ought  to  pray  to  do  the  Will  of  God, 
as  thofe  holy  Men  have  done  it ;  for  we 
are  to  be  foUowers^ofthem  who  tbro^  Faith 
and  Patience  inherit  the  Tromifes  ;  but  not 
of  them  without  Exception,  not  abfolutely 
of  them,  but  in  Things  only  wherein  they 
have  done  well.    S^  ye  Followers  of  tne^ 
faith  St.  Paul^  as  I  am  of  Chrift^    Therefor? 
our  Lord, .  to  fbew  us  what  we  are  'to  aim 
at  in  our  Chriftian  Race,  hath  taught  us  to 
propound  the  compleat  Obedience  of  the 
Angels  in  Heaven  to  our  felves,.  as'the  Patr 
tern  of  our  Obedience,  and  by  confequence 
that  we  are  to  be  growing 
Perfefbion,  and  to  mark  the 
Men,  not  as  Patterns  fpr  ou 
as  Warnmgs,  to  make  us  m 
againft  Tfemptation,.  to  keej 
and  not  to  excufe  Our  felves 
did.      ' 

2.  This  is  to  pray  alfo  that  we  may  do 
the  Will  of  God  with  great  Readinefs  and 
Chearfulnefsof  Mind,  which  is  another  fort 
of  Perfection  in  obeying,  wherewith  God's 
Will  is  done  in  Heaven,  the  Angels  being 
reprefented  there  to  ftand  about  God,  and 
M  5  to 
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to  Jo  his  Pleafure^  and  to  hearlnen  to  the 
Vqke  of  his  Wordy  Pfal.  io|.  20.  Which 
Expreflions  imply  the  Delight  they  take  in 
obeying  his  Will,  and  difchar^ing  all  Duties 
committed  to  them,  and  their  loving  to  do 
it*  And  this  is  that  which  we  muft  endea- 
vdtir  after,  as  we  have  great  reafon  to  do, 
till  we  have  attained  in  lome  meafure  lo  it. 
No  queftion  but  they  are  much  to  be  com- 
mended, who  as  it  were  force  and  conftrain 
themfelves  to  Afts  of  Righteoufnefs,  and 
Charity,  and  Piety,  as  they  will  find  it  ne- 
ceflary,  who  having  livM  m  a  long  Courfe 
of  Sin,  do  at  length  apply  their  Minds  to 
Repentance  and  Reformation.  It  will  not 
be  without  fome  Reluftance  and  Uneafinels 
at  firft  that  they  refift  Temptations,  deny 
their  own  Appetites,  and  efcbew  Evil^  and 
do  Good.  But  this  is  commendable  only 
in  the  beginning  of  or  firft  Entrance  upon  a 
pood  Life.  It  is  a  great  and  juft  Accufatipn 
if  a  Man  ftill  finds  that  Averfion  from  his 
Duty  which  he  did  firft  of  all;  'tis  a  Sign 
that  he  is  not  yet  fully  reconciled  to  it,  that 
his  Heart  is  not  right  in  the  Sight  gf<jod^ 
For  this  is  the  Love  of  God^  that  we  keep 
his  Commandments  J  and  bis  Commandments, 
are  not  grievous.  That  is,  that  we  do  no? 
complain  of  them,  nor  are  troubled  that  we. 
are  thus  bound  up  by  Rules,  but  ^ih^t  we 
are  fo  convinced  by  the  Experience  of  the 
(Sopdnefs  of  God's  Laws,  that'  if  we  were 
■■-'  ■      (ett 
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left  to  Our  own  liberty  wf  v^ouid  phvif^  td 
govern  our  feiv^  by  thwi^  ■  Ami  this  \% 
oj^e  princii»l  Ruk  by  which  w«  are  to  judge 
of  that  which  the  Scriptprie  fo  often  requires 
of  us,  vis?,  uo  grmt)  in  Graff,  and  pfrffH 
HoUfiffs  in  the  Fear,(f  Gp<f,  ^nd  Prefs  fhr^ 
ward  t&vmrds  the  Mark  of  ottrbi^  CaUing ; 
when  w#  are.roore  ready  to  do  Worlds  of 
Piety  *nd  Charity;  when  we  can  with 
greater  Eafe  ahd  Sads&^ion  to  our  Hvici 
re&fe  the  Gaiitt  and  Pkafives  ot  Sin  than 
Doce  w«  could.  By  Ais  we  nwy  know  that 
we  are  imfroved  in  the  life  of  God,  and 
are  growing  up  towards  the  Perfef^on  of 
tkofe  bicffed  ^its  in  Heaven,  that  know 
DO  greater  Pleafure  tbaA  to  perform  their 
Maker's  WiD, 

3.  In  confequence  from  hence  we  pi-ay  in 
this  Petition  that  we  may  obey  God  from  a 
Ptinciple  of  Divine  Lovfi,  which  is  that  in- 
deed that  makes  Religion  and  Virtue  eafy 
4ad  {deafant  to  a  good  Man.  The  Love  of 
God  is  that  which  doth  perfbdly  infloenoe 
the  Obedience  of'  the  hoJy  AngeU..  And 
altho*  we  are  to  be  moved  by  Hope  und  by 
Fear,  yet  we  fhauW  afpirc  a&tr  thr  utmoit 
Degrees  of  riys  Pa-feftion  that  we  can  at- 
tain, viz.  to  len/e  God  witb  all  our  Hf'Orts 
ini  Sods^  and  to  ground  our  Obedience  up- 
on that  as  much  asr  ever  we  can,  which  will 
be  fo  kr  from  abating  the  Influence  of  diat 
Itope  »nd  Fear,  which  ace  trnly  pioijs  Af- 

•     ^  14  ^  fedions. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


%6i    Thy  mil  be  done,  &c.  ^  Vol  IL 

feftions)  that  in  my  Opinion  it  dd^  but 
help  to  make  them  more^  operative  and  efr 
f;;8:ual.    For  the  more  we  love  God,  the 
greater  wilt  be  our  Defire,  and  confequently 
our  Hope  and  Expectation  faf  the  fecond 
coming  of  our  Lord.    And  again,  the  more 
we  love  God,  the  more  we  fhall  be  afraid 
of  being  feparatedrfpom  him  fof  ever;  we 
*ifhall  not  be  able  totndune  the  Thought  o^ 
oiir  being  on&Day  excluded  from  his  Pre* 
fende,  and^fhut  out  of  his  Kingdom,     And 
rhetefore  above  all  Things  we  Ihall  avoid 
thofe  Ways  that  will  feparate  us  from  him, 
'Kvho  is  our  exceedin^gre^rt  Rewardy  and  our 
Tortion  for  4vef\    This  Principle  of  Obedf- 
ence  is  in  it  felf  moftperfcQ:,  and  includes 
all  others ;  it  is  that  which  will  render  our 
Teligious  and  virtuous  Adions  mod  pleafing 
to  our  felves,  and  moft  pleafing  to  God,  arid 
is  therefore  to  be  nourifliM  by  Arguments 
and  Confiderations  of  God's  great  Good- 
nefs  and  innumerable  Benefits,  by  Frequen- 
cy of  good  Adions,  by  Conftancy  in  our 
Prayers,  and  is  it  felf  to  be  the  Subjeft  erf 
our  earned  Defire,  and  was  by  our  Lord 
made  the  Matter  of  our  Defire  in  this  ex- 
cellent Petition,  that  we  might  do  the  Will 
of  God  on  Earth  as  it  is  done  iniHeaven^ 

4*  This  is  to  pray  alfq  that  we  may  per- 
form all  our  Duties  with  a  rewrent  Senfe  of 
God's  Majefty,  and  an  humble  Opinion  o£ 
our  felves,  and  of  all  that  we  do,  not  afcri- 
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bing  Merit  to  our  felves^  but. giving  g^H  the 
Praife  aud  Glory  to  God,  as  the  Angels  do, 
who  Hand  before  his  Throne,  faying,  nou 
art  worthy^  0  Lord^  to  receive  Honour^  and 
Glory ^  and  Tozvery  Rev.  4.  i  j.  The  blef- 
fed  Ai^els  that  fee  the  Majefty  of  God,  and 
know  his  Goodnefs  and  Perfeftions,  as  they 
are  in  thenjfelyes,  cannot  well  be  touch'd 
witb  the  leaft  arrogant  and  lofty  Thoughts 
of  Themfelves.  As  ^:he  brighteft  Stars  diC* 
appear,  ahd  we  fee  them  not  when  the  Sun 
is  prefent,  fo  do  they  lofe  all  Conceit, of 
themfelves  that  are  within  the  Sphere  of 
God's  Majefty  and  glorious  Prefence.  And 
if  the  Angels  themfelves,  who  are  fpotlcfe 
in  thdr  Natures,  and  faultlefs  in  all  their 
Doings,  are  fwaljowed  up  in  the  Contem* 
platbn  of  God's  infinite  Goodnefs  and  Per- 
fedions,  arid  alTume  nothing  to  themfelves 
in  Comparifon,  how  much  more  fhould.  we, 
who  are  finful  Dufi  and  Jfies^  humble  our 
Xelves  before  God,  in  a  mode/l  Opinion  of 
our  beft  Aftions,  in  acknowledging  our 
felves  hut  unfrofitahle  Servants  in  doing  him 
the  beft  Service  we  can?  God's  infinite 
Perfections,  and  our  infinite  Obligations  to 
him,  if  they  be  duly  confidered,  wiU  not 
only  keep  us  from  being  puffed  up  with  the 
Conceit  of  Wealth,  Honour,  or  Power,  or 
Wifdom,  but  even  of  Virtue  and  Religion, 
and  Things  well  done  by  us.  To  him  we 
ilmll  afcribe  the  Praife  of  all,  of  the  Capa- 
city 
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cky  we  are  in  to  know  htm,  and  of  thofe 
Means  whereby  we  do  what  he  is  pleafed 
to  call  ferving  hiro,  and  of  that  good  Mind 
it  felf  wherewith  we  ferve  and  ob^  him. 
And  this  is  one  great  Perfe£lion  of  well-^ 
doing,  to  do  the  beft  Things  we  can,  and 
to  make  no  Boafl;  of  thenv,  but  to  expe^ 
our  Reward,  not  fo  much  frcmi  Meri^  a» 
from  the  Grace  of  the  £ime  God,  who  gt- 
veth  us  both  to  will  and  to  do. 

^thly,  and  lajily^  It  is  implied  in  this  Pe- 
tition, that  we  pray  the  Will  of  God  may  b< 
done  by  us,  to  the  end  that  we  may  never 
he  weary  of  welUdoing,  hwtntn  with  Pati- 
ence the  Race  that  is  fethefore  fts,  till  we 
have  attained  the  End  of  our  Faith^  which  is 
the  Salvation  of  our  Souls. 

They  arc  great  Things  diat  are  compre« 
bended,  as  you  fee,  in  this  Petiti(»,  wher&r 
Jn  we  pray  that  our  Obedience  may  be  )ik^ 
fehe  Ooedience  of  Angels;  but  they  are  na 
other  Things  than  what  by  our  Chriftkui 
PrOfeffi(»i  we  pretend  to,  and  what  we 
may  and  muft  attain  to,  if  our  Profe0i(» 
be  uncere. 

And  thef-e  is  Great  Reafon  why  we  ihoold 
afpire  after  doing  the  Will  of  God  in  this 
manner,  and  therefore  why  this  ihoutd  be 
Matter  of  our  Prayer,  which  was  the 

Third  Thing  to  b?  fhewed.  Creat  Retr 
<bn,  I  lay ;  For  the  YTiU  of  (^  is  upon  a& 
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Accotints  of  Juftice  to  be  thus  performed 
by  us* 

It  is  the  Will  of  him  that  made  us,  aod 
h^th  ^n  in^ifpeofable  Right  uppn  that  Ac- 
count %o  govern  and  difpofe  us  according  to 
his  Pieafure;  and  therefore  the  doing  of  it 
is  but  the  Dilchargp  of  |:he  mod  plain  and 
natural  Obh'gation  that  can  be  imagin'd^ 
efj;)ecially  if  we  eonfider  that  this  is  tlie  pro- 
per Excellency  of  our  Natures  to  know  ouj: 
Maker^  and  to  be  obedient  and  grateful  to 
him  out  c^  Choice.  The  Ox  hnoweth  bis 
Owner  J  biit  no  Creature  under  the  Rant  of 
Man  knoweth  his  Maker.  The  Beafts 
have  fome  Shadows  of  Realbn,  but  Religi- 
on is  the  Prercmtive  of  Man. 

Moreover,  The  Will  of  God  is  always 
good,  and  cannot  be  evil;  and  therefore 'tis, 
as  we  (hall  find,  for  the  Common  Benefit  of 
Mankind.  It  is  one  Inducement  to  the 
Obedience  of  Laws,  that  they  who  mad^ 
them  were  led  by  an  Intention  of  the  Pubr 
lick  Good,  that  they  were  not  influenced  by 
Corrupt,  iK)r  perverted  by  Private  Endsl 
Which  Confideration  with  all  its  Strength 
fngageth  ^very  Man  to  the  moft  pcrfe£i;. 
Compliance  with  the  Will  of  his  Maker, 
fmce  God,  not  for  his  own  Benefit,  becaufe 
he  needeth  us  not,  but  for  our  fole  Advan-» 
tage,  is  pleafed  tQ  govern  us,  and  to  prefcribe 
whai:  he  will  h^ve  us  do.  Moft  miserable 
6ad  been  the  State  pf  Mankind,  had  God 
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made  us^^  and  left  us  to  Ihift  for  our  felves. 
Moft  hapi;iy  fhould  we  be  if  we  would  ob- 
ferve  all  Jiis  Commandments  perfectly  ynto 
the  End.  He  is  our  abfoIute.Lord,  but  yet 
his  Laws  are  not  the  Effects  of  his  abfolute 
Dominion,  fo  much  as  of  a  boundlefs  Good- 
pefs.  He  hath  Jhewed  thee^  0  Man^  what 
is  goodj  even  in  that  which  he  hath  required 
cfthee. 

Again,  This  is  the  Will  of  infinite  Wif- 
dotn  and  Undcrftanding,  which  certainly 
and  infallibly  knows  what  is  beft  for  us. 
Should  we  rely  upon  our  own  Apprehenfi- 
on,  who  judge  very  often  fo  weakly  and  pi- 
tifully of  Things,  that  in  the  Compafs  of  a 
"Day  we  find  reafon  to  change  our  Opinion  ? 
Or  fhould  we  not  rather  rely  upon  his  WiC- 
dom  who  comprehends  all  Things,  and  their 
Relations,  and  their  Dependencies  upon 
one  another,  and  fees  them  from  firft  to 
lafl:  in  endlefe  Connexion?  Shall  we,  who 
may  be,  and  fo  often  are  deceived,  pretend 
to  cohtradia  his  Will,  who  neither  is  nor 
can  be  deceived  ? 

It  is  farther  to  be  confidered,  that  the 
Obedience  we  are  to  perfpiTn  is  in  Profecu- 
tion  of  Repentance,  and  in  Gratitude,  not 
only  for  Goodnefs  in  general,  but/orMer* 
cy  alfb  in  particular,  to  him  that  might  have 
taken  the  Forfeiture  at  our  Hands,  and  'pu- 
nifhed  lis  according  to  our  Deferts ;  whereas 
he  invite's  ^tis  to  our  Duty  by  Piomifes  of 
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Pardon  of  what  is  paft,  and  Acceptance 
rf  fincere  Obedience  for  'the  future.  And 
when  once  a  Man  is  touch'd  with  a  due 
Senfe  of  having  offended  his  great  and  good 
Maker,  and  of  his  Patience  and  Mercy  to- 
wards him,  he  wiU  think  all  that  he  can  do 
in  Compliance  with  his  Will  for  the  future 
too  little  for  the  teftify ing  of  his  Repentance. 
He  that  has  wrongM  a  Friend, , and  is  after- 
wards brought  to  relent  by  repeated  Bene- 
fits from  him,  is  impatient  till  be  lias  aa 
Opportunity  of  demonftrating  his  Refoluti- 
on  to, offend  no  more,  k  not  fa^isfied  with 
one  or  more,  or  any,  but  proceeds  to  add 
one  Expreflion  of  Kindnefs  and  Service  to 
another  as  faft  as  be  can,  hew  9iuch  more 
fliould  fuch  Ingenuity  make  oi^r  Obedience 
to  our  moft  merciful  Friend  chearhil>  hum- 
ble, and  conftant,  to  God^  I  fay,  who  is, 
t^iat  Friend,  and  the  more  fo,  hecaufe  he  is 
iniSnitely,  above  us,  and  yet  vouchfafes  to 
make  us  Part  of  his  Care  ? 

Furthermpre,  This  fl^ould  move  us,  that 
he  hath  not  only  promifed  a.vaft  Reward  to 
our  Obedience,,  buc  gives  Afliftance  to  us 
inJt  at  prefent;  and  that  we  might  not  for- 
get him,  as  we  are  fo  wretchedly  apt  to  do. 
Hath  required  lis , to  ask  his  Grace,  and  his 
holy  Spirit,  to  enable  us  to  do  wbc^t  is  flea- 
fin^  in  his  Sight ^  this  being  the  Ground  of 
this  Petition,  Tby  Will  he  done  on  Earth  as 
if  is  in  Heaven,    Which  Kind  of  Prayers 
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fuppofitrg  God's  Readinefe  to  ifiake  our  Du^ 
cafy  to  us^  if  we  be  .not  wanting  ta  our 
fdvesj  fticw  our  Inexcuftbleiiefs  if  we  do  it 
not* 

-  And  let  mc  add.  We  (hould  afpire  aftet 
that  Grace  of  doing  the  Will  of  God  on 
E»f rh  as  it  i«  in  Heaven^  if  we  have  any 
tSkdtml  Dcfiite  moving  in  us  of  arriving  to 
the  heavenly  jfcingdom,  if  we  have  any  good 
Hope  of  Gomii%  ilito  that  bleifed  Place,  we 
ffiali  make  it  ott  Bufinefe  to  u(e  our  fdvcs  to 
the  Manners  and  Cuftom  of  it  before  W€f 
tomi  therd  Th^  Angels  are  fix'd  ki  tha* 
^t^Jtt^  and  p^efled  of  the  Happinefs  of  'it 
by  their  Obedience,  arid  we  cannot  any  othej' 
way  fecure  our  Title  to  it  but  by  ours. 

Jn  the  ttaearjf  trme  w'e  pray  ror  nb  lefs  2t 
BleflTrftg  for  out  felves^  ?n  this  World  wheff 
«/e  fay,  Thj/'lfiU  he  done  on  Earth  as  It  is 
in  Heaven^  than  that  we  may  feel  fome  of 
that  heavenly  Pleafure  which  is  the  Portion 
of  Aiigels,  and  of  the  Spirits  of  juH  Men 
made  perftB^.  For  Theit  Piety  and  MnrdSty 
is  the  Spring  of  Iheir  principal  Chearfulrieis* 
and  Joy;  Tneir  Delights  are  ravifhing,  be- 
caufe  they  are  pure,  not  fuUied  with  the. 
lead:  Spot  of  Sin,  nor  choakM  with  Guilf  j 
They  are   perfeftly   happy,   becaufe  their 
Will  is  ftill  as  their  Maker's  Will  is ;  They 
have  no  Reluftancy  to  what  they  (hould  be, 
but  the  whole  Bent  of  their  Natures  is  to 
'  ■  '      .  their 
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theii-  Chjty  j  They  feel  the  Excellency  of 
Righteoufnefs  and  Holinefs ,  and  of  the 
Eternal  Laws  of  Juft  and  Good,  not  in  No* 
tion  only,  but  by  rfiward  Confcience  and 
Experience  of  the  Things  themfeives,  and 
this  makes  them  «^hat  they  are,  tranfcend- 
cntly  bkfftd  Spirits.  It  is  true  indeed,  fuch 
is  the  State  of  good  Men,  who  living  in 
Houfes  of  Clay  have  yet  fubdued  Bodily 
Luft  atid  Pafhon,  and  begun  to  tafte  the 
pure  Delights  of  the  Mind  aftd  Confcience, 
and  what  a  blefled  Thing  it  is  no  more  to 
ftroggle  againft  the  Divine  Will,  but  to 
urate  their  Wills  to  God,  when  they  do  not 
only,  center  in  the  fame  Things,  but  *tis  ar 
God-like  Principle  that  fways  the  Mind  of 
a  Man  to  that  which  God  would  have  hira 
did.  Concerning  the  Happinefs  of  fuch  Per- 
fons,  I  fay,  when  we  have  laid  the  moft 
that  we  can,  we  have  faid  nothing  in  Ccmi- 
parifda  to  what  they  know  and  feeL  He. 
whofe  Mind  is  alienated  from  the  Life  of 
God  can  hardly  guefs  at  it,  it  is  only  to  be 
undcrftood  6y  thofe  that  have  it,  unlefs  they 
alfo  tliat  are  fen*n  to  the  Bottom  of  Defpaii:, 
can^  by  the  Rule  of  Contraries,  frame  fome 
Apprehenlion  of  it.  The  AlTurance,  the 
Eveonefs,.  and  the  Qearoefs  of  a  sood  Man's 
Mind,  his  Joy  in  believing  that  he  is  God's 
Creature,  and  God's  Servant,  and  that  God's* . 
Eye,  is  always  upon  him,   and  that  God's 
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Providence  always  goes  along  with  him, 
can  no  more  be  defcribed  in  Words,  than 
Life  can  be  fhewn  in  a  Pi9:ure,  than  the 
light  of  the  Sud,  and  the  yariety  of  Co4 
lours,  can  be  rpprefented  to  a  Man  that  is 
born  blind.  To  pray  that.  God's  Will  we 
niay  do  on  Earth  as  it  is  dope  in  Heaven^ 
is  to  pray  that  we  may  liave  Heaven  upon 
Earth,  and  the  Joys  above  brought  dowii 
to  us  here  ixjiow,  and  that  Ood  may  ^w^/l 
iu  us^  For  fo  the  Scripture^  defcribes.the 
liappy  State  of  the X)bedient5  intimating  that 
V;is  like  the  Condition  of.the  hblv  Angers, 
that  dwell  in  the  Prefeace  pf  his  ulory  and 
Majefty.  ^  .     •  * 

.Such  is  the  Petition  our  Saviour  bath 
taughtus  to  offer  up  to  God  in  this  Prayerr 

And  now  in  the  lafi  place>  let  us  confider 
how  Qualified  the  Petition"  fuppofes  them  to 
Beihat  can  ufc  it  fincerely. 

The  generar  Qualification  doubtl^fs  is.  an 
holy  Endeavour  to  keep  all^God's  Command- 
ments, and;where  this  is  wanting  a  Man 
cannot  finderely  ufe  this  Petition.  '     ' 

I  think  I  need  not  tell  you,  that  they 
who  entice  and  tempt  other  Men  to  fin  are 
great  Hypocrites,  m  praying  that  God's 
Will  may  be  dcme  on  Earth  as  it  is  in  Hea- 
ven:, tor  this  is  the  fame  as  to  pray  that, 
other  Men  may  do  God's  Will,  whilft  we 
do  what  we  can  to  make  them  contradi^^ 
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But  there  are  Tbefii'  forts  of  Men,  that  I 
ihall  take  notice  of,  as  Unprepared  to  ufe  this 
Petition,  -arid  when  they  do,  they  arecon- 
demn'd  by  it. 

I.  They  that  objeft  Inconveniency  and 
Grievance  againft  any  Law  erf"  Chriftianity. 
Of  thefe,;Some,  not  oppofing  or  withftand- 
ing  the  Rule,  are  yet  difpleafed  with  it. 
Others,  in  Difpleafure  and.  Prejudice  againft 
it,  have  cheated  thcmfelves  into  fucli  a  felfe 
Interpretation  of  it,   that  in  effea  they 
malf  e  it  no  Rule  at  all.    There  are  Precepts 
of  equal   Dealing,   and  Reftitution,   and 
Almfgiving,  and  Forgivenefe  of  Injuries,,  in 
the  Gofpei,   which  pancb,  and  gall,  and 
ftraiten  moft  Men  one  w.ay  or  other,  in 
their  Trade,  their  Plcafure,  their.Ambhion, 
their  Way  of  Living,  their  Principlea  of 
Honour;  and  it  is  this  that  will  makfe  them 
complain  that  God  deals  fo  hardly  with  us, 
or  to  conclude,  that  there  is  an  eafy  Mean- 
ing of  the  hard  Text,  and  fo  much  was  not 
me^nt  for  Practice  as  feems  to  be  ejcprefled 
in  Words ;  and  fo  let  Chrift  and  his  Apoftles 
fay  what  they  will  in  thefe  Thi(^«,  yet  if 
Honour  fays  No,  if  Profit,  if  Pleamre,  and 
the  Moft  Examples  be  on  the  other  Ode,  it 
muft  be  concluded  that  Cbriji  would  never 
be  (b  unreafonable  as  to  make  thefe  Rules 
with  aj)  Intention  to  bind  us,  that  had  fo 
much  to  fay  for  breaking  loofe  from  them, 
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td  keep  them. 

Now  whofpever  argfUes  with  himfelf  in 
this  manner,  and  pnftifes  accordingly,  does 
but  mock  God,  as  much  as  ixx  him^  lies, 
when  he  lays,  Thy  Will  be  done  on  Earth  as 
it  u  in  Heaven.  And  wJiatever  the  Intenti- 
on of  thofe  Laws  was,  to  be  fure  his  bujen- 
tktti  agrees  not  with  his  Prayer;  h?  either 
minds  iiot  what  he. fays,  or  he  is  a  dowji- 
right  Hypocrite,  and  convinced  by  his  own 
€i?nfcience*  < 

3.  'They  alio  that  are  carried  no  farther 
thaA  to  Partial  Obedience,  and,  are  not  re- 
foived  upon  tlie  forfaking  of  All  Sin,  and  the 
Ferfof  thance  of  All  their  Duty,  cannot  with 
good  Senfe  or  honeft  Meaning  pray  to  God 
that  bis  Will  may  be  y^^^  u^  Earth  as  it 
is  in  Heaven.  For  there  it  is  done  Univer* 
Tally,  without  difputing  any  one  Fart  q[  it ; 
and  truly  where  it  is  not  {o  done,  it  cannot 
in  good'Senfe  be  faid  to  be  done  at  all,  For 
that  is  true  Obedience  only  which  is  per-* 
formed  vtrith  refpeft  to  the  Authority  that 
requires  it;  and  lie  has  no  regard  to  that 
Authority,  who  difputes  it  in. any  thing 
which  falls  under  fuch  Authority..  And  if 
a  Man  doing  fome  Things  that  are  required 
by  God,  negleds  others,  becaufe  he  is  un- 
der great  Temptations  to  neglefl:  thenv  he 
jlaimy  (hews  timt  he  would  have  neglected 
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all,  if  lie  had  had  the  faipe  Tempca^ipns  (9 
negled  the  reft. 

J.  They  that  do  not  tal^  care  to  growf 
better,  and  to  improve  in  Rdiigioa  an4  Virr 
tne,  cannot  b^  faid  to  u(e  this  Petitipn  jQn. 
cerely.    I^or  he  that  d^fires  to  do  Qpi(J'$ 
Will  ov  Earth  as  it  is  dam  i»  He^veu^  dp$s 
thereby  defire,  i(  he  underftands  what  ne 
fays,  tomajce  greater  Prp(icienqy  jn  the  W^y 
of  his  Duty  than  he  has  doflc,  that  by  <^- 
grees  he  might  ferfedi  HoUnefs  i/f  the  ff^r 
of  God,    But  how  can  he  be  laid  to  dpfirc 
tihis,  who  do^  byt  keep  at  a  Stay  at  the 
beft,  and  thinks  his  Condition  good  enough^ 
and  troubles  not  himfelf  to  make  any  Inj* 
provem^t  in  Virtue  knd  Holinefs?   We 
would  i^in  find  out  what  God  has  not  tol^ 
us,  what  the  Limits  are  that  divide  betweea 
the  Sincere  and  the  Hypocrite,  what  thofe 
Degrees  of  Goqdnefs  are  which  are  juft  ne- 
eel&ry  to  Salvation,  and  leis  than  which 
Cannot  fave ;  and  the  reafon  of  this  is  plain, 
becaufe  then  we  flxmld  have  been  very  ape 
to  ftop  there  J  and  when  we  had  once  cpm^ 
^  fer,  it  would  have  been  a  v^ry  diificult 
thing  to  perluade  us  to  go  any  farther.  And 
this  had  been  a  very  great  Defed  and  Ln- 
perfeftion  in  the  Inftitution  of  the  |ihriftiaa 
Religion,  which  pretends  to  lead  Men, to 
tlie  Hi^heft  Etegrees  of  Goqdnefe  that  \ve 
can  attain  to  in  this  Life.    Wherefore  in- 
ftead  of  fuch  a  particular  Qiftio^ipn  be- 

N  2  tween 


Digitized 


by  Google 


t S  0    Thy  WiUk'4oHe,  &c.    VoL  IL 

tween  the  Bounds  of  a  State  of  Grace  and  a 
State  of  Damnation,  the  Gofpel  calls  upoa 
"us  to  gr^w  in  Grace\  and  in  the  Kj^owledge 
i>f  owt  Lord  ^nd  Saviour  ^Ju6  Chri§f^<  to 
frefs  forward  towards  the  Mark  for  the 
Prize  of  the  high  Caliing  of  God  in  Chriil 
Jefiesy^  to  forget  thofe  Things  that  are  he^ 
hind^andto  re^wh  forth  to  thofe  Things  which 
arelefpre^u  6  thofe  Attainments  that  We  are 
yet  to' make;  and  to  this  purpofe  our  Lord 
has  taught  us  to  pray  that  we  may  do  the 
Win  of  (jod  on  Earth  as  it  is  done  in  Hea^ 
\)en^  plainly  implying  thereby,  that  we  are 
to  grow  better  and  better^  and  to  make  our 
Obedience  rtiore  perfeft ; .  of  which  altho^ 
We  cannot  be  fenfible  within  the  Compafs 
of  a  fhort  Time,  as  we  Cannot  difcern  how 
natural  Bodies  grow^  yet  in  larger  Periods 
of  Time  it  may  be  eafily  difcern'd  whether 
we  iniprove  or  not,  whether  we  have  fub- 
dued  our  Paffions,  and  are  lefs  under  the 
Power  of  Temptations,^  whether  we  can 
more  eafily  refift  them,  whether  we  take 
more  Plealure  in  doing  Good^  and  are  more 
framed  to  it,  than  we  have  been  fome  Years 
ago. ,  ' 

In  (hort,  becaufc  Holinefs  cannot  be  per- 
fefted  all  at  once,  and  we  yet  pray  that  we 
may  do  the  Wilt  of  God  on  Earth  as  it  is 
done  in  Heaven^  it  plainly  follows  that  we 
muft  aim  at  PerfeO^ion  by  continual  Im- 
provement*   And  if  we  make  not  thia  one 
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Part  of  our  Bufinefs,  I  do  not  fee  how  we 
can  fincerely  ufe  this  Petition.  For  in  all 
our  Prayers  to  God^  jyliefcin  we jdefire  oT 
him  fuch  Things  as  we  contribute  to  By  our 
own  Endeavours,  if  our  own  Endeavours 
be  wanting,  our  Prayers  cannot  t)e:fincer]p. 

Now  ii\  this  Petitioa  we  pray  that  we 
and  all  others  may  live  in  the  Obfervance 
of  ^11  God's  Commandments,  that  we  itiay 
readily  and  chearfully  do  every  thing  that 
God  requires  of  us,  and  patiently  bear  all 
Afflictions  he  fends  us,  that  we  may  love 
hiiii  with  aJJ  jour  JTearts,  and  ferve'him  in 
Lowlinefs  and  Huhjility,  .with  Perfeverance 
and  Improvement  unto  the  End* 

And  fuch  Prayer  indeed  fuppofcs  God^s 
Grace  to  be  neceffary  for  all  this,  but  with- 
al it  fuppofes  our  piijgence  to  be  as  iieccffo 
ry.  And  let  us  always  rempmbcr  that  we 
oblige  9ur  ielyps  to  t^o  what  we  c^n  when 
we  beg  the  Divine  Grace  to  help  us.  And 
when  we  are  once  fortified  with  Refolution 
lb  to  do,  we  are  thoroughly  prepar^'  tQ 
put  up  this  excellent  Petition  to  God,  Thy 
}1^ill  be  dom  on  Eafth  fs  if  is  in  fieaven. 
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SERMON.  VII. 


The  Fifth  Serinon  on  the  LORD's 
:  ^PRAYER. 


Matt H*  VI.  xi. 
^Givi  Us  this  Day  our  daily  Bread. 

^1  ^Hofe  Petftions  in  the  Lord's  Prayer, 
jl  ofwhich  we  have  already  difcourfedj 
tBpe£k  our  Duty  to  God,  being  external 
fejtprefBons  of  biir  Reverence  to  his  Maje- 
fty,  of  our  Love  to  his  Goodnefs,  and  of  our 
Opddience  to  his  Authority. 

The  thrte  remainmg  Petitions  do  more 
immediately  refpeft  our  own  Welfkre,  and 
are  the  proper .  Expreflions  of  our  Depen- 
dence upon  God  J  the  firft  of  them  being 
this,  Give  m  this  Day  our  daily  Bread.  Of 
wfiiich  I  fliall  difcourfe  under  thefe  Two 
Heads* 

Firfty  Of  the  Meaning  of  this  Petition. 
And,  ^ 

2.    Of 
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Secondly:,  Of  the  laftruaion  it  affords, 
that  is^  how  we  are  to  und^rftand  ir,  and 
what  we  are  to  learn  by  it. 

As  to  thcformeff' 

h  By  "Bread  we  are  to  underftand  all 
Things  neceflary  for  the  Siipport  and  Com- 
fort of  our  LiVes,    For  this  being  o(  mofl: 
neceflary  and  univerfel  Ufe^   ha§  obta^n'd 
pot  only  in  Scripture  but  in  common  Difr 
courfe  all  over  the  World,  to  be  put  very 
oficn  for  ajl  the  Nece^aries  of  Life.  -  Thu? 
Poverty  is  exprefled  by  want  of  Bread,  and 
Profperity  .by  Fuh^s  of  Bread.    4.nd  thus 
in  Agur\  Prayer  w^.meet  with  an  ^xprefli- 
on  not  unlike,  Give  me  neither  Poverty  nor 
Rich^s^  feed  me  with  Food  cpnvenient  for 
me.    For  Food  cofwenieM  being  the  Medi- 
uni  betv^een  Poverty  an4  Ricnes,  fuppofe? 
ja  Competency  of  all  other.Goods,  the  Abun- 
dance whereof  is  Riches,  and  the  Scarcity 
whereof  is  Poverty.    There  is  no  Difficulty 
,at  all  \n  this,    It  k  obvious  enough  that 
Bread  is  put  here  to  include  Food,  and  Ray- 
pient, .  and  Dwelling,  -  yn\)\  all  the  otjhar 
common  and  neceffafy  Con^forts  of  Life^  as 
Jlealth,  Peace,  and  Uberty.    Btjt, 

II.  What  is  meant  by  giving  us  this  Day^ 
and  by  daily  Bread?  'Eflrnwr/®-,  the  Greek 
Word,  hath  been  diveifly  rendred,  and  yet 
as  to  the  tnain  the  Senfe  is  agreed  on,  viz. 
that  which  we  mean  by  daily ^  or- lb  much 
as  is  fujfficiait  for.^  Day*  But  I  thipk  the 
!  N  4  exa6| 
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cxaft  Meaning  of  the  Fhrafe  will  be  beft 
gain'd  by  comparing  it  with  the  Eicpreffion 
in  St.  Luke  ii.  ^.  where  inftead  o(  (rmtfow^ 
to  Day^  it  is  faid,  tJ  KttV^tAe^r^  Day  by  Day; 
by  which  it  fhbifld  feem  that  in  this  Petiti- 
on wte  do  not  only  pray  for  the  Supply  of 
btir  Neceffaries  for  this  Day  only,  but  for 
every  Day  that  we  live,  for  the  Bread  that 
\Mill  be  enough'for  the  Remainder  of  our 
Lives*    Thei?eforie  I  doubt  they  are  fome- 
thing  miftaken,  tlK)'  their  Intention  may  be 
good,*  who  fay,  that  here  We  pray  not  for 
Bread  for  to  Morrow,  but  only  for  the  pre- 
fent  Day,  and  that  thfe  reiafon  of  this  Pray- 
er for  the  prefent  Day  only  is  contained  in 
our  Saviour^s  Words,  Take  no  Ttought  for 
the  Morrowy  Matth.  6.  ^4.     For, 

1.  He  that  in  St.  Luke\  Phrafe  prays  that 
lie  may  have  his  daily  Bread  Day  by  Day^ 
docs  certainly  pray  that  he  may  have  it  to 
Mofrow,  if  he  lives  fo  long. 

2.  \i  (fifxif^v  fignifies  m6ft  properly  to  Day^ 
yet  to  Day  may  have  the  fame  Unification 
that  it  has  Heb.^.  7.  where  it  fignifies  the 
Time  of  Man's  Life,  and  fo  it  is  elfcwhere 
ufed;  and  the  ExpreflSon  may  feem  to  be 
chofen  by  our  Saviour,  to  admonilh  us  that 
it  is  a  foolifh  thing  to  defire  more  than  a 
Competency,  feeing  we  live  here  but  for  a 
Day  as  it  were,  and  are  gone  tfo  Morrow, 
that  we  are  but  Strangers  and  Pilgrims  in 
this  World,  hafl:ening  to  another  Country, 
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and  may  very  well  be  content  with  what 
will  ferve  to  carry  us  thro'  this  fliort  Paffage 
into  the  World  to  come.  And  now  if  to 
T)ay  is  to  be  taken  in  this  larger  Scnfe,  as 
St.  Lukeh  Phrafe  requires  alfo,  thpn  do  we 
pray  for  to  Morrow  as  well  as  for  to  Day^ 
But, 

5.  Whereas  the  reafon  of  confining  this 
Prayer  to  the  Needs  only  of  the  prefcnt 
Day,  is  deducefl  from  our  Saviour's  Wordsj, 
Take  no  T^gbt  for  the  Morrom^  there  is 
indeed  no  Confequence  in  it.    For, 

1.  Mi)  (4Mtt(ipi^nh  is  not^  fimply  Take  no 
Thought^  but  be  not  follicitous  and  troubled 

.  in  your  Thoughts  about  the  Events  of  to 
Morrow.  And  this  Command  we  may 
obferve,  and  yet  pray  for  to  Morrow. 
And,  .  / 

2.  The  Carefulnefs  which  our  Lord  for- 
bids in  thefe  Words,  is  that  which  excludes 
Reliance  upon,  and  trufting  in  the  Divine 
Providence.  For  by  the  Confideratipn  of 
God^s  general  Care  over  his  Creatures,  and 
his  particular  Providence  *over  Men,  and 
efpeciaUy  over  good  Men,  he  had  been  ex- 
horting his  Hearers  to  a  chcarful  Depen- 
dance  upon  Divine  Providence.  Now  to 
pray  for  to  Morrow  is  fo  for  from  excluding 
this  Truft  in  God,  that  it  is  one  Expreflion 
of  it.  Wherefore  the  Command  of  taking 
no  Thought  for  the  Morrow,  is  no  reafon 
why  we  jire  to  pray  only  for  the  prefent 
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Day,  aiid  therrfore  no  reafon  co  put  that 
Refti:iaint  upon  this  ^etkwn  in  tlie  Lord*s 
Prayer: 

So  that  the  Meaning  Teems  to  te  this, 
fliat  ^li^e  defirb  of  Gad  to  fend  us  fudh.a 
Comi«4ertcy  -of  Worldly  Goods  as  may 
ferve  to  fupply  our  Juft  Needs  all  the  Days 
of  oui*  Life. 

.  But  the  great  Quteftion  is,  What  are  our 
Juft  Need's?  For  there  are  thefe  two  Things 
that  feeth  to  make  it  <!idicult  to  be  an* 
fwered.  ' 

i:  The  Vafiety  of  Mem  Circumftances. 

4.  The  Lailgenefs  of  moft  Mens  Defires, 
Vivhich  makes  thein  hard  to  be  p^fuided. 
what  ft  is  they  Ju^y  Need.  - 

NoMr -as  to  the  Pirft ;  The  Competency 
defired  in  this  Prayer  is  doubtlefs  to  be  mea- 
fured  by  the  particqtar  Circumftjmces  of 
Men,  whereby  they'  greatly  difFdr  from  one 
anbtTitr.  That  is  but  a  Competency  for  a 
King,  which  a  SiAjefl:  cannot  defire  with- 
out Avarice.  That  may  be  bdt  enough 
for  a  Man  that  has  a  Family,  -which  Would 
"be  an  Abundance  to  a  fingle  Perfon.  Very 
Tarious  are  the  different  CircumRances  of 
Men,  and  tliereforc  the  Difference  of  their 
Needs,  arid  ihe  Meafure  of  that  Competen- 
cy which  is  to  anfwer  -themj  are  To  liber 
wife.  Arid  tlien  as  =tO  Ae  W-antOnndfs  <k 
•liioff  Meiis  Defires,  snd  the  unreafimable 
Judgment -they  confequently  make-concem- 
.;--  ■  ing 
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ing  what  they  need,  I  conceive  this  Petiti- 
on is  couched  II)  Words  defignM  on  purpofe 
to  correflb  a  covetous  liuniour,  becaufe  the 
Petition  leaves  it  to  bivine  Providence  how 
much  th^t  Jailji  Bread  fball.be,y  and  fo 
Ihould  he  that  makes  it  And  thfereforje 
the  Anfwer  to  the  forementioned  Queftioh 
is  to  be  made  by  this  Interpretation  of  tlfe 
Petition,  that  we  pray  to  God  for  a  Com- 
petency of  Worldly  Goods  fukable  to  oifir 
prcumftances  in  the  World,  but  jLhis  ndt 
in  particular  asking  fo  much,  neither  mdit 
nor  lefs,  but  in  general,  that  God  wou^ 
fend  Us  what  he  fees  and  knows  to  be  mofli: 
fuitable  to  our  Condition. 

IIL  What  is  meant  by  God's  givi^  daily 
Bread  ?  For  thp'  we  pray  to  God  to  give  it, 

C:  we  procure  it  alfo  fot  our  felves  oy  th6 
hour  of  Seed  tinie  and  Harveft ;  it  comeii 
eafy  to  the  wealthj^  Man,  it  is 
thofe  that  work,  it  is  begg'd  of  ^ 
Podr,  that  cannot  otherways  hel 
but  this  does  not  exclude  the  Ne( 
giving,  without  Whofe  Provideni 
neither  the  Means  we  have,  no 
we  take,  woqld.be  efFedual.   H( 
Bread,  and  other  Comforts  of  ] 
he  fendeth  fruitful  Seafons,  and  I 
Year  with  Encreafe,  when  he  fetideth  Peacs 
and  Se'eurity,  and  the  Bleftihgs  of  a  gently 
(Jovernment,  when  he  gi\feth  Strength  tO 
labour,  and  Skill  to  underftand,  and  bleflbs 
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a  M^in  in  his  Profeffion,  \yhen,he  difpof^ 
the  Hearts  of  fome  I^en  to  beftow  much  of 
their  Superfluity  for  the  Relief  of  others', 
auu)  in  a  word,  \yberi  by  innumerable  Ways 
pf  PrpvidenoQ  contributing  to  our  Suftc- 
nanQe,  infinitely  more  than  our^  own  Care, 
tho'  that  alfb  be  ab'folqtely  neceffary,   he 
doth  that  without  which  all  our  Qre  would 
be  unprofitable.    And  for  tbjls  reafon,  the 
Petition,  ,Gii;^  i^ii  this  pay  our  dmly  "Breads 
\  Ackaowledgment  of  our  De^ 
jon  God's  Providence  for  all  th^ 
his  Life.    I  proceed  no\v, 
To  the  Inftruftion?  afforded  by 
• 
I.  The  firil  that  I  fhall  name  is  one  that 
I  do  not  think  was  much  intended,  but  it 
may  yery  fairly  be  cbn'clqcjed  from  it,  and 
that  is  thisf  'IThat  our 'Prayers  for  the  Grac^ 
of  God  to  converj:  and  fave  us,  do  npt  im- 
ply that  we  are  wholly  PafR ve  \n  tli^  Bufi- 
nefe  of  Converfion,  or  that  the  Graces  of 
God  in  good  Men  are  not  as  well  the  EfFeds 
of  their  own  Endeavours  in  a  proper  Senfei 
a$  of  the  Divine  Operation.    For  nO  Man 
wiU'deny  but  that  bur  Prayprs  for  our  daily 
"Bread  are  well' confident  with  taking  care 
for  it  our  felves.    Tho'  we  pray  for  our  daily 
^Bread^s  a  Gift  from  God,  yet  it  is  prepared 
by  the  Induftry  of  Man,  it  is  eafily  purcha- 
ied  by  the  Rich,  it  is.  either  hardly  earned 
pr  received  from  charitable  Perfons  by  the 
Pobr, 
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Poor,  and  yet  ^hi\Si  it  comes  :ia  any  of 
thefe  Ways  it  maybe  truly  faid  to  be  God's 
Gift  And  therefore  in  like  manner  God's 
beiiig  faid  to  give,  and  our  praying  him  to 
give  us  a  new  Heart,  and  fuch  like  Expref- 
fions,  do  not  imply  but  that  ftill  the  Con- 
currence of  our  own  Choice  and  Care  is 
neceffary  to  all  Saving  Qpalities.  But  I  in- 
fift  not  upon  this* 

2*  It  is  from  hence  evident  that  Volunta- 
ry Poverty  and  Beggary  is  no  Part  of  Chri- 
ftian  Perfection :  which  I  the  rath^  obfervc, 
becaufe  the  Church  of  Rome^  in  Oilentatioa 
of  her  own  Holincfs,  Ihews,  forfooth,  Soci- 
eties  of  Men  in  her,  who  for  God's  Sake 
chufe  Poverty,  and  prafefs  Beggary ;  which 
(eems  to  be  fomething  ftrange^  unlei&  it 
were  an  high  Point  of  Religion  to  throw 
away  that  which  our  Lord  Jefm  hath  com- 
manded us  to  ask  in  our  daily  Prayers,  to 
refufe  that  which  he  hath  taught  us  to  de- 
fire.  But  yet  I  muft  needs  fay,  that  per- 
haps the  Matter  is  not  altogether  fo  clear 
in  Point  of  Fad  as  they  pretend.  For  there 
may  be  reafon  to  think  that  thefe  Votarfes, 
of  Poverty  are  only  poor  in  the  World,  but 
wealthy  enough  when  they  are  out  of  it,  as 
they  love  to  fpeak,  that  is,  when  they  are 
gotten  within  their  Monafteries  and  Pecu- 
liars. And  therefore,  as  we  may  well  (ay, 
if  they  chufe  to  want  a  Competency,  or 
moderate  Proportion  of  Worldly  Conveni- 
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eacies,  when  they  may;  have  them,  •  thai: 
tlik  is  liot  Ifteligion,  fo  if  they  have  iUch  a 
Competency,  that  is  ho  Pftwrtyi    'Tis  not 
theic  ftjutt^ag  up  theoifpives  in  Re%iam 
Jfoufcs,  nor  their  teggingl  Comfort  when 
they  are  out  of  them,  ^hat  can  anfwer  their 
PrcfefflonofPovei^ty,  if  all  the  white  they 
\vi^  at  Eafe  and  waDi^  Nothing.    &it  does 
the  Myftery  lie  in  this,  that  they  are  p(X)r, 
becaufe,  fey  they,   we  are  Proprietors,  of 
fiotWng,  fince  All  they  get  goes  to  a  com^ 
jHon  ^fk,  and  the  Wealth  they  live  iqx)n 
is  the  Goods  of  the  Church,  iMit  as  for  them- 
felves  there  is  not  one  of  th^n  that  can  call 
any  thing  his  own  ?  If  the  Cafe  be  fo,  this 
is  juft  as  if  a  Company  of  rich  Merchants 
ftiould  throw  in  all  their  Wealth  into  one 
Stock,  and  live  upon  it  in  common  in  Ibme 
Race,  where  they  Ihould  be  far  frcMH  the 
Noife  and  Bufinefs  of  the  World.    But  now 
will  any  one  believe  that  they  are  the  poor- 
er for  fo  doing,  and  not  rather  that  they 
6njoy  the  Advantage  of  Wealth  often  with  , 
greater  Eafe  and  Quiet  than  other  Men? 
And  if  thefe  Mens  Condition  \x\  the  World 
be  not  Worfe  than  this,  while  they  pretend 
to  Poverty,  if  they  call  this  Poverty^  I  do 
tWnk  that  they  had  made  out*  their  Pre- 
tence a  great  deal  better,  if  they  had  placedi 
the  Perfedion  of  Religion  in  an  eafy  En- 
joyment of  Wealth,  rathei-  than  in  a  Volun- 
tary Poverty^  fince  Wealth  with  Eafe  is  not 
;         '  Poverty 
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Povdriy.  And  they  mufk  have:  been  wry- 
hard  put  to^t  to  make  out  this  P^opoiltion, 
that  'tis  any  Point  jo£  Udigion  at.  all  t6  en« 
joy  Weakly  or  a  Comp^ency  with  Eafe.' 

But  hpwever,  if  tlieir  Condition  be  fiich 
9S  is.byi>them  pretended,  fupppiijQg  that 
fome,  :atJeaft  of  a  Mendicant  Society,  were 
in  great  Want  in^d,  and  really  lb  poor 
as  by  their,  Profeflioh  of  Beggary  they  nxake 
a  Shew  of  being,  and  would  he  thought  to 
beijthis  Voluntary  Chofen  Poverty  is  no  Per- 
fe^ion^  but  a  vain^  Superftidon,  tp  fay  no 
worfe,  becaufe  we  ar?  not  to  make  a  Choice 
contrary  to  our  Prayers* 

There  are  two  Places  they  quote  for  Vo- 
luntary Poverty  out  of  the  New  TeftamentJ 
One  is,  that  our  Saviour  commanded  the 
rich  Man  in  the  Gcipel  to  fell  all  that  he 
had^  and  to  give  it  to  the  Poor.  If  thou 
mk  he  perfptti  fill  aJl  that  thou  haji. 

But  to  this  it  may  he  laid, 

I.  That  this  Man  being  paiitieularly  re- 
quired fo  to  do,  could  not  have  been  iaid  to 
chufe  Poverty,  as  they  of  Komt  pretend  to 
do*  For  he  was  commanded,  fo  are  not 
t^y,  ^part  with  aE.  In  him  it  bad  beea 
the  Perfe£iion  of  Obedience,  in  them  it  is 
not  fo. 

a.  This  was  plainly  a  Trial  made  by  our 
Saviour  of  tlie  Sincerity  of  the  Man  that 
was  inclin'd  to  be  pur  Lord's  Difciple.  yor 
our  Lord,  nqt  willing  to  conceal  trom  hint 
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what  the  Confequence  thereof  would  cer- 
tainly be,  that  is,  Ibffering  of  Perfeciition, 
tried  him,  by  this  Command,  whether  he 
would  be  at  the  Charge  of  lofing  dU  for  the 
Golpel's  Sake,    As  if  he  had  faid,  ?*  If  you 
^  will  be  perfect  you  muft  prefer,  the  Truth, 
**  and  the  doing  of  your  Duty,  and  what 
^'  yop  fhall  gain  by  that,  before  all  World- 
'^  ly  Interefts,  even  Life  it  fclf,  otberwife 
^^  you  are  not  fit  to  be  my  Difciple.  There- 
^  fore  let  me  fee  whether  you  fit  loofe 
^^  enough  from  your  great  Eftate  to  part 
'*  with  it,  as  certainly  you  mufl:  e*er  long, 
*^  rather  than  to  renounce  my  Doftrine.   If 
^' .  you  can  now  find  in  your  Heart  to  fell  it, 
**  and  give  the  Price  of  it  to  the  Poor,  be- 
*^  fore  it  be  taken  from  you,  then  you  may 
*^  be  fatisfied  that  you  are  fit  to  follow  me. 
*^  But  if  you  cannot  bring  your  felf  to  it 
^*  now,  you  are  not  likely  to  forego  your 
**  Wealth,  when  it  is  either  neceffary  to  do 
*^  that,  or  to  deny  me /before  Men.    And 
\^  therefore  go  and  fell  all  that  thou  hafij 
*^  and  follow  me^  and  thou  Jbalt  find  Trea^ 
^^  fure  in  HeavenP    But  his  Heart  could 
not  ferve  him  to  do  thb,  and  fo  he  plainly 
iheWed  that  he  was  not  yet  fit  to  make  a 
Difciple.    Now  all  that  can  with  any  rea- 
fon  be  inferred  from  hence  in  behalf  of  Vo- 
luntary Poverty,  is  this :  That  the  Difciples 
of  Chrifi  muft  chufe  to  part  with  all  that 
they  are  worth  in  the  World,  even  with 
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Iiife*it  felf,  rather  than  renounce  their  Prp- 
feffidn^  and  depart-from  their  Duty  to  God. 

-  And'tbk'^I  conceive  is  nothing  to  the  Cafe 

•  c^  AflPefted  Poverty,  when  a  Man  is  not  put 

,to  his  Choice 

The^  Other  Place  is  fronji  the  J^w//&  Con- 
veys felling,  all  they  had,  and  hying  t be 

'  Price  at  the  Apoftles  Feet. . 

To  whidr.two  Things  may  be  ahf^er- 
ed.  .  .     .   .  .    -  •     -^  "  ^i\  '. 

'  I.  That  this /did  not  reduce  thoie  that 
did'fo  to  abfolute^  Poverty,  becaufevthc^Iii- 
tent  .'of  fo  doing  was, .  that  the*  DiSipies 
fliould  lisre  in  comnion  upon  the  Stook  that 
was  by  this'  means  raifed^^by  whichmeans 
they ^hat*  had  little  or  nothing  to  live  lipwi, 
were  provided  for.  And,  :  /  ,  .  :. ,  .  ;\i 
2.  There  was  a  peculiaf*  Realbn  in  this 
Cafe.  .  Fch:  they  Had  .all  a  common!  Stock, 

not  for  the  Relief  of  the  iPoot  pnlf,  iiuttflbr 
other  Works, of  Chriftiaa' Piety  and  QMU" 
ty,  becaufethejF^ws^Chriftians  inallEiBO- 
bability  believed,  that  t^cforecttwa:  Generati- 
on was  ended  Jerufalem  wbuld  be.  deftroy- 
ed,  and  that  in  Prudence* ahey  couW  no: 
ufe  thpir  Eftates  to  better.lpiApofc. :  And  fb 
netther  was  their  makingiall  Thi6gs  coife- 
mon  to  be  a.  ftanding  Precedent  ito,  the 
Church,  nor  did 'their  livii^  in.canlnwa 
make  thofe  Poor  that  were  not  fo,.  but  re- 
lieved thofe  thaft  were  rcaUy  fo  before.  So 
tha;.  neither  of  thefe  Places;  make  any.  thing 
'.    .v/     ^  O  for 
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for  A0e£ked  Poverty  and  Beggary.    And  it 
is  very  phun  that  our  Saviour  hath  taught 
us  to  pray  for  a  cctinpetent  Portion  of  World- 
ly  Goods,  which  is  jieither  Poverty  nor 
Riches.    And  tbb  Petition  feems  to  be  the 
Prayer  of  e^#n,  Prov.  jo.  8,  9.  Give  me 
.neither  Poverty  most  Riches,  feed  me  fpith 
\Food  convenient ,  for  me :  Left  I  be  fiiUf  and 
deny  tbee^  amdfi^,  Who  is  the  Lord?  Or  left 
I  he  pooTf  and  ftealy  and  take  the  Name  »f 
my  God  in  vain.    That  &,  that  I  may  be 
free  from  the  Temptations  of  Riches  on  the 
one  baad,  which  are,  to  Pride,  and  Luxu- 
ry, and  Wantonneis,  and  from  the  Temp^ 
tations  of  Poverty  on  tihe  otber,  whidh  are, 
,to  Dtfoontent,  and  Steatitig,  and  the  like. 
But  yet  I  doubt  oot^  that^tho'  4&ttr  pray- 
ed foe  the  miiddle  Scade  of  food  eenvenientf 
ftcifhe  were  a  Rich  Man,  as  mdl  prdia- 
tA^  he  was,  he  was  careful  to  avom  the 
TeuuMations  of  ^eat  Wealth,  and  to  exec 
cife  tnofe  Virtues  which  it  gives  a  Man  an 
•Opportunky  of  improving  hicdelf  In.    Or 
-if  he  were  a  Poor  Man,  that  he  was  3ret 
contented  and  honeft,  and  made  it  his  Bu* 
•iinefs  to  avokI  <be  Dangers  of  that  State. 
for  no  Man  is  (b  fit  to  enccwnter,  and  to' 
overcome  the  Temptaticxis  (Neither  fide,  as 
he  that  defires  the  iaie  Condition  between 
them  both,  and  prays  for  no  more  than 
what  our  Saviour  ^udg'd  «o  be  the  beft  For- 
;cion  for  us,  that  is,  for  our  daily  3read^ 
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vhjch  i»  90c  to  pray  for  jElicbeS}  ic  ib  to 
pray  amjoft  Povierty^ 

;.  Sunce  our  Saviour  hath  tai^I)t  us  to 
l^rgy^  JRx*  otif  Jaiiy  Breadt  tlAt  is,  to  c^pc^ 
It  from  God,  we  are  lMrd>y  ftroogly  jBnga- 
ged  to  u^  oo  dUhoneft  Ways  for  t(e  $up>> 
ply  of  QHT  Needs.  I^or  he  that  by  JLyiiig, 
^iiog,  XJ^eating,  or  any  fort  of'^njuftiQc^ 
by  liny  Wicked  M^s  prpvideth  ipr  his  own 
SiMbOHenc^  he  doth  thereby  reaouoce  a^ 
Tnift  in  a^d  IJtap&adajoce  \ipqn  God  ifor  kk 
Thi^  Petitioa  doth  1^  ooly  teach  usjfrp^ 
-Whooi  we  are  to  exped  the  Supports  and 
-Comforts  iof  Ufei  but  iike>yife  hipw  we  arp 
ito  ^9ip^  then?,  j'br  if  wp  Jive  fcy  Ovb^-^ 
ff^mm^  Xpavery,  by  Defrauding  ai\^ 
iOpprjd»iig  |he  PpQr)  pr  by  :SteaUng  Icpm  ti^ 
Aich,  *h»t  w^iich  we  g^t  t^jefe  Ways  k  Jiip^ 
j»y  the  JieCing  of  God,  ^hut  by  the  A/^ftr 
unce  9f  the  Devilv  Aijtd  it  ^  a  fotd  Ptecef^ 
MoclMiy  for  any  M&n  thatlujpipUes  him&lif 
%  the  JSevil's  Help>  w  ?&k  his  daily  JBc^^ 
^mrlSod.  S^ch  a  Wretch  is  g#y  of  a 
double  Scandal;  one,  by  getting  ,his  daUy 
&«ad,  itho*  that  were  all  to  get,  by  Rob* 
Jbcry ;  jihe  father,  |>y  daring  all  the  while, to 
$sk  of  Gpd  to  give- him  his  t^y  Prcad,  as 
If  thePurchjtfe  of  his  Villany  w^  of  God> 
ieadipg.  This  is  a  Petitipp  fit  only  ]for  th# 
Moiithof  An.Honeft  Man.  A  ¥^vp  .pjx?r 
6ne^  the  Name  of  i^od  by  fifing  it,  ^ftpd^af* 

£«ati.hii^  to  his  ^^^   ^9*^1^  m  i» 
Q  a  plainer 
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-plainer  than  that  the.G6hfidenoe  \^hich  we 
are  fuppofed  tQ  h^ive  m^IMvirie^'PfQyiditficc, 
-when  we ' ask' '  this  Thirig'or  Gotfv  ftippoles 
alfb  th^t ' we  ^rc-^arefBl'  to  keep- fh ;hfe«Way§, 
-jlnd°to; 'obferve  hts  WiH^  ■•wiehotrf' '=*^h1eh"  ho 
-Man-hith  a  Right "tx)-tMt  Pr^^mfeof  Gbifs 
■UairkM'thefit5inp,  thatK'SlPthfe  ii^ 
-eefJa'rjr; ComfortlS-^'of  £i^' W;8^?iti3i{^^Blfe^ 
ffingsi  -We  miifiJeikf^'K^ftg'Mji^jGQd, 
•ond^^^KighteoiHnefs  'thefeef^  dWt'*?/  \^e 
liufl?  be;  uriivefftlTjr 'dbe;dfeht  ?0  his  Will, 
%iit-el^ecially  weHiitiff  kdepoui^'t^isfrbjin 
-riiakirtg  thd'  l.eaff  Encrcaf*  to-  ttUp  itm;'  or 
•bringing^  in  the  Icaft  Gain  by'd^rtJtteft^iand 
;wrcked^eans. ''  Every  wil fol'  Sm,  0'w  Hat 
flature  joeveF  k  fee,«Hveakefls  'thatr6tb*hd 
bf'Gbhfidenoe  in  JGod  which  this  lP«tfei6n 
Tuppofes,.  iSut'Sms'of  IftjifftJee 'aJJ* Wmiig- 
, doing  ai'e'  perfe^ly  fcorttr^ry  to  liy' and'Jqojte 
'dettrOy  it,  dr.  raitliei'- they 'ftippofe  i«hat  a 
Man; had  never  anf  jfiift  Coftfidieric^;in'X3cxi, 
nor  repoCed  any  diie  'Tvukvk'^-Piovi- 
•dei^e,  and  durft  "ridt  believe 'GodVPifOfti- 
fes.  Fdr  dtherwife  ^i^hat^ni^^-^vi^a^Illfeerc 
Why  hfe^fhottld run  to  th^Dfe\1l*i'Hel^lbf  a 
Livelihood  }  So  that  he  .was'all'^lortg  a  rnofk 
riptprious  HypbCi*Jtd}'-^ft^irig  tO'  brieve 
ih-God^nd'triift'  fefe  When  twTb'Waiino 
fuch"Matter."'  And  w^dh  b  h%)eas,  Jas it 
ofrenldd^,'  that  t!ie:t>&vil  ^ils^focliaAfcuH 
and  hisfK.nav(^ry,'inft«a(J  of  betterilig  his 
Coiididdji^  brihgs  him  b  J*ovcrty  dnd  Di- 
*  '  '-'  ftrefs. 
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JiitTd(^f.',j:p.^dod,.  anS  to  ^^eg  hjsr  Bread  from 
Gipd^iflugpod -e^riielx,;^iie , has forfaken  Gpd^ 
and  jnaw  fees,  wjbat  liJ?  Jjas.got  •%  it,  God 
ioEiakes  hira  too.  And  ifpw;  that  all  his  Pro- 
Je^s  of  ^^ickeanelTsiaii  him!,  and  he  lias^no- 
thziig  reft,tQ*raif^  jtij^  GjiWt 

of  a}Lth^t^|)e.nas.gmt€ii  by  Frai^d  orVio-: 
ience'  J3^^  upon  iiim,  and  the  Reftitution 
he  Qwesj,  .while lie ;has'  nothing  wherewithV 
to  fiejp.  l^felf, .  ma^^^^  as'^  we  ufq  to 

fay,  fo^^i^QhWorfe^tTi^^'N^  a;^d  |ie..ij 

>  ask: his  ^^\\ 

le.  is  ftill  pbn 
and  Wrpng^^ 
5  venture  up^ 
Ifhoneft  ActSj*  ' 
as  I  told  you 
>f  God,  while 
in  efba  feek 

over  inftruQ: 
orldly  Goods 
Soberly^  Temperately,  Charitably,  and  Reli- 
gioufly^  tinat  is,  according  tO:^;the  Donor's 
Wiil»-..^o^^feeing  pvr.da|ry  Bre»d,  and  all 
the<Iom£brtj^  of  ojur  Li^^^^  jiis  Giiv^^  we 
are  J)oiirjid  to  ufe  t&iem  jtjft  as  he  woulcj 
have,us^  To  this  pu,rpo^e>we  may  pbfervei 
that  oar  d^ily  asking  of  thef?  Things  is  an 
4.cknowledgmpnt \diat  our  prefent  PofTefli- 
.  '  0  3  on 
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on  of  thetri  dbes  not  Vive  us  an/  fiicli  Right 
111  them,  as  to  eic\tiak  God*s  DottHnion  and 
Proi^ettyih  a(hy  thing  \re  have.  I  may  re- 
tHvt  a  Thing  by  anotlier  ^4art^  Gift,  fo  as 
I  nied  not  ask  it  of  hirfi  any  more,  fince  I 
liiaiy  have  an  abfolute  Rigk  to  it,  cjcdlndii^ 
all  ^laiirts  frorri  the  Pttm  of  whdm  I  firft 
hid  ft,  Bat  this  holds  not  trtie  with  re- 
fye6t  to  the  HefRngs  I  receive  from  God, 
Therefore  I  airi  to  ask  them  of  hira  as  long 
^9 1  have  them,  becaufe  his  Dominion  ovcf 
Ihofe  Tbin|s  he  gives  is  full  and  tbfolute ; 
9fid  by  asking  them  while  I  do  epjoy  them, 
I  do  acKilj^^^lt(tee  hini  tobe  ftitf  the  Lord 
of  Every  Thin^  I  ehjbV,  and  k  ia  his  Gift  td 
irie  every  Moriicrit  that  I  erijoy  it;  ihd 
therefdre  I  am  beWhd  to  iife  ^ery  Thing  I 
itav6  teceived  to  his  Pleafur^  fincc  I  ftill 
tiftjdy  k  bjr  his  Conftattt  Gift,  Therefore  t 
am  Hot  td  rtiike  thdfe  Worldly  Goods, 
Whereof  i  have  a  Competency,  and  which 
J  enjoy,  Inftruments  of  his  Oifliohoiif , 
Means  of  Dil]f61trt6riefs  And  Debauchery,  or 
fxcbfes  &»  a  lazy  and  dn  unptofitable  Lift. 
B^  if  he  has  giVeh  nlore  than  a  birc  Com- 
l^tency^  I  ahi  ^rticula,rly  concerned  to 
look  to  it^  that  ITerye  him  out  of  that  Sa- 
perguity  he  hath  befiowed  upOn  me.  God 
has  rei^ulred  fhi  Rich  in  this  World  to  dMh"?- 
bute  to  the  Neceffities  of  others  but  of  then: 
<>wn  plenty,  I  fhould  not  fey  Theirs,  but 
Vk.   JFor  Qod  ftfll  has  the  chicM  Proprie- 


Digitized 


by  Google 


Serm.  VII.    our  daify  Bre^d,     t^ 

ty.  It  h  only  by  thetr  Hands  that  God 
gives  to  the  poor  and  neceffitons  Man  his 
daily  'Bread.  This  we  are  to  remember, 
dat  we  recognize  God's  Continual  Gift  ^ 
our  Portion  (n  Worldly  Comforts^  by  pray., 
ing  him  ilfll  to  give  tbem^  and  that  tbq-e- 
(fxt  we  cannot  with  any  Modefty  ofib:  up 
this  Petition,  if  we  are  not  careful  to  ufe 
chem  to  his  Honour,  and  according  to  his 
WiU  and  Pleafore.  - 

5.  This  Petition,  with  all  Prayers  of  the 
iike  fort,  doth  plainly  convince  us  of  great 
Unreafonablene&,  if  we  are  given  to  care- 
fill  and  anxious  Thoughts  a^ut  our  Sub. 
fiftence  in  the  World.  For  ^hefe  Requcftg 
nnply,  that  we  dageai  upon  God  to  be  ^- 
ved  from  Want,  a  great  (kal  more  than  up- 
on Wealth,  and  furely  him  we  may  well 
mA ;  and  a  moft  ha^v  thing  it  is  to  put 
our  Truft  in  him,  for  this  wiU  furelv  clear 
die  Mind  of  all  Uxiquietnefs  and  DoiiDt  con- 
cemii^  tbe  Future.  Whereas  we  fee  b|r 
jfeveral  Inftances  that  great  Advantages  of 
Wealth  are  not  able  to  do  it.  If  ow  manyr 
are  they,  that  being  yaftly  rich,  arp  yet  as 
much  afraid  of  Poverty,  pf  Uviog  to  want, 
ias  we  ufe  to  &y,  as  if  they  a^d  their  Wealtti 
together  were  ^  a  oeG^M  Jown»  j»ft  reae 
ay  to  be  okeo  by  thie  Bnea^y?  We  are  apt 
to  think  iiich  Pcofde  mad,  and  cannot  fbr- 
oear  faying  ib;  to  be  fure  they  are  very 
worldly  and  irreligious  Perlbns.  they  put 
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xco      -'Gink  ui this  3ay^'^dt\l^' 

►their  Tt'uft  in  their  Wealth,   and ^  not  in: 
God.-  But  fojdoing,:  1  do  not  fee  why  theyj 
Ihotild  not;  be  very  jealous  andL  fearful  of 
ooniing  to  want,  they  hkve  fet  their: If earii: 
upon; this  Worlds  and  they  dowifdy  con- 
fideTi^the  miany  Uncertainties  tliat  ^Riches-  - 
are  liable  to,  and  canfiot  ti'uft  them  asvthcy 
wxDuW,  and  theyhava  not  .Undecftanding: 
or  Grace  enough  to  rqft  upon  God;  Jajidi- 
cannot  fee  but  they  muft  be  under  ctowiiimal 
BiftraSions.   '  Indded  -chey  feeift  to  -do  iike 
crazy  People  in  one^  f^fpe£t,  ihat  they  dcr. 
bar  themfelves  oftentrmcs  of  the  coramohf 
Cbiilforts  of  Life^at'fviitefent,  to  lay  Dp  the. 
greater  Stoi-e  agaiiAl  v^hat  may^happen^  as 
if  a  Vaft  \X^ealth  wtr^e^nqt'liaWeip  JUontin-^ 
gencie&  as  well  as  a  Moderate  Proportion. 
If-X  did  not  believe  a  Divine-  Providehce, 
my  livii^  in  prdfettt  Plenty*  could  give  me 
nacomfortkble  Gndands  of  ilflbra-nce,:  thaD 
I  fhould  do  well  enough  for  the  fuiuri^;  but 
Ijdweverl  thinpkyi  fhould  not  ftactee  nay  felf 
now  for  fear  of  being  ftarv'd  Threei^Yeafs 
bence,  non  want  reafonable  Comforts/at 
prefent  for  fear  of 'wanting  them  herdatfter, 
^od./ knows  whfen,;   this*  feertisito  >be'  the 
jyiadheft.of  fome  ?eofcte ;  but  ?tis  theii'  great 
Impiety,  and^dviry  Man's  who  is/thtss  guil- 
ty, ta  hy  fo  unreasonably  concerned  and 
^ex'd;.about  the  Future,   the-flibPtirime 
they  ame  tp  live  in;  this  World  ;  And  how 
cajji  Mne-iWith  "good  Senfe  defird of  God  our 
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Qoofid^nce^  tba^-^piog;  ^hat  Uqs  ugipn-us; 
to  da,  -.that  is,t  »>fing:tjie  proper  lykansj  and. 
doipg  Goal's  Will,  .,>^e/fhallf  j)9t  fail  bj^ha-] 

viflg  what  wie  pray  f^r  ?    ./     ..  r    i 

6thlyr:MA  'Jm^Ji  QuP  asj£ing.<?f  ;God  our 
4«//)',^nfl2'i/in^i;uia^  jVisi.that  we-()\K?  him> 
Xbanii^  ^.ffk  iofStif  j^eceffaries  pf.Xife^^dj 
tb^t  both  whjsft  .^e  have  nothing,  bar  a^ 
Goflopi^C^flfy,  au^  wyhen  we  hsve  flio^  too^ 
h  ;wbich:laft  (^fe  w9;a?§,inoft  j^pt  pe  io^jgeq 
tfe;Atkaowle^r|l§^t,of  our  daily  Eocj^^^nd, 
^te;  cpmmpn  CoflV(^'epcies.of  Life.-'  Wheo) 
(^  I  Jb^apcth  i  upon  ,  m  many;  and  ji3.rg^ 
3fe0ings  of  thi$.  Worltj,:  he  pftea  lofeth  th© 
Thanks  .thafc  ^tre;  d»ft;ii»  the  fefs)  »Jid  the^ 
ippf  e/cfiqwent^ijp;  ]y^«,  timt  .ar«  P^]^M  ^?r?i 
and  Uncommon  Favours,  are  apt  to  defpifc; 
qn,  Ordtoary •  Gi&.-i ijiStw;  that  Kve  in- gaiidy 
tlQHfe%oftrtd/«ir#  p/m^imfly,9!tt^  deiicjoofly; 
e'oiryilDay:^  has?©';  that:. Un^erftao^ing  .and; 
Gpodflffsfto  tbafik:  Cffd;  that  tli?y;a,rpiE\Q({ 
ready  wftarve  witb.'Hwger  ^9^  Gflld»-.andj 
to  cdnfidftr.that  ^ef  il$p^  no  >fs-  upon 
his.  PrOvideftce,  even  In  jtlie  niidft/Of  i^heii?; 
Pleutyi  than  tltetpoor  3VIan>  wboUyie?  frpm. 
Hand. to  Mouth.;  ..BUttbis  ka^P^tkiog  tc^ 
be  put  up  to  God.by  tbe'Wch^as  weJS  .^  by 
the.jPoor*  And  wlut  can  be,tiw,Senfcpf  it 
in  a  Rich  ManV;Mopth^it  dpth  pot  imply, 
that,  it  is  not  .a  Man's  Wealth  and;  (^reat- 
ne£{;  hl$  Power  it^^-^^mtyzti  to  y^hich 

he 
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he  d«res  fik  Sobfiftence,  waA  die  necei&ry 
ComftAhs  of  life,  fo  oiticb  a$  to  that  Etivtne 
Providence  chat  giveth  to  ^  f^'/V  M4r4»f  in 
^  Setifartf  And  therefotre  for  all  the  com- 
mon Comforts  of  Life,  ind  ^  neceflkry' 
Hdiib^  ef  ft^  we  ihould  give  Thanks  to 
Godi  feitiett^riag  thait  they  are  Things  we 
evtry  lS4y  ask  of  him,  tho'  we  feem  to  be 
ikVtt  i^  ptennfuUy  pFOvidi«d  and  fecured 
agaW  Waflt«  Iii  a  word,  VTeahh  and 
iPower  are  no  better  Rea^s  Sx  throwing^ 
off  our  Dependance  upon  God,  and  our 
Gratiihade  to  him  for  every  good  Thing  that 
vft  ^joy,  than  they  are  of  Pride,  and  lor 
fiilence,  and  Contempt  of  other  Men,  fiw^ 
t^ite  nto^  ordinary  tkffins^  we  enjoy  are  the 
&^tiOa&  equaUy  with  theirs  who  enjoy 
pore, 

Thife  then  are  the  Iiiftni6^ion$  contained 
in  tbi^  Petition :  We  do  herein  acknowlet^e 
4^  Gdd  that  we  caqnot  fob^ft  but  by  'hi9 
JBounty  0<^  Providence:  W^  p>|rn,  that  af 
ihv  Riches  ^^t  defire  them  not,  but  from 
Pbvdrty  we  woi^d  be  delivered :  We  defire 
whatfoever  good  Things  we  ftana  in  nees^ 
ef,  as  Bteflings  from  hiin,  and  therefore  thit 
#e  wift  not  procure  them  to  our  feh^es  by 
aby  w^  of  WickediMfs  -,  vtd  wq  pray  thas 
he  would  therefore  l^efs  our  honeft  ^bqar 
^nd  j^ft  Endeavoaris  to  provide  for  ouf 
ifelves,  and  for  thofe  that  depend  upon  US| 
f  ver  rememf)riBg  thafi  ic  ^  he  who  doth 
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Serin.  VII.   eur  ddHj  Bread,      aoj 

feed  and  cloath  us,  fuftain  and  provide  for 
ts,  Cfi(f  We  liave  never  fiich  Meails  i&d 
Advantages  in  outward  appearance  to  (Nt}« 
vide  for  our  felves.  And  we  fbould  ieam 
hence  to  pofTefe  Abandaiice  (if  we  hb^re  It) 
with  Sobriety  and  Temperance,  with  Hu^ 
taiiity  and  Charity,  and  Beneficence  and 
ThiuHftihids^  reiaembring  that  aU  ii  Q^i 
Gift,  and  without  Anxiety  and  Diftruft,  as 
being  afTured  that  our  heavenly  Father  will 
taWeare  ^  us  while  we  depend  opoa  hiu^ 
in  Well-doing. 
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M  A  T  T  H.  VI.  xii. 

j{nJ  forgive  us  our  Debts ^  as  we  forgive 
our  Debtors. 

THE'Petltiott-in  $tLuke,c\i?L^:  it. 
V.  4.  runs.  Forgive  us  our  Sins  j  and 
therefore  our  tranflating  a^«xif>*7*>  '^^^fp^Jf^^f 
is  warranted  by  Scripture^  nor  by  fuch 
Tiapflatioji  do  we  cjepart  from  the  Form 
tati^tT)y-1our  Saviour,  as  fome  Men  would 
fay  we  do.  The  reafon  of  the  Expreffion 
here  I  conceive  to  be  this :  That  in  the  tru- 
cft  Senfe,  and  according  to  the  moft  proper 
w^iy  6f  fpeaddtig,  jQb^efiee,  Gi'MWdtJ,r  Hx-r 
vice,  Worftiip,  and  in  a  word,  doing  God's 
Will,  is  our  Debt  to  God,  that  is,  our  Du- 
ty 5  and  this  he  will  never  forgive,  that  is, 
he  will  never  difpenfe  with  our  Obligation 
to  pay  it,  he  ftridly  infills  upon  his  own 
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llight  id  if-,*  andJurei are  taught  toMco^bk 
;it  in  that  .Pedtioi^  %lr^Will  be,  d€me\  5{fc 
'But  il^ott  'our  feiiingrtetwform  that  Du^ 
it  is^juft.^withtGodtfd  |)uiflfli' us^,  :mrdrdief e- 
fore  accDi;<3ing'  to'ard^srproper  .Ufe^  of  the 
Wbtdj^  theFujiiftiiheii^-jJire  to  Sn^aErccallfd 
dfo  our  IkbtX  to  <>bdi  r: -Tbis^  t  fty  k  axotii- 
;jnon  <vay  of  fpcakidg;  tbJi'iti^as. nor  accord- 
ing to  ,tbe  ftriift  'Propfifety-  of  the  Words/at 
^rft/  onr-^  Saviatir<  as:  aii:iwdK  Men  ever  .did, 
fpeakiiig  rather  acootdang  -to'  theqcommoa 
Ufe  than  the  original  Signification  of  .Wxxds. 
'  NoW^  in?*. every  .Sid  ror:  Tran%riaflBMi  of 
Goc^Lawi  there  ^re  fv^/Thihgs  io  bfc  cott- 
fidered.  ^    ^  .      ':    ; 

li  The  j ver^  lAB  hvrCmmiJlbn  ,of 'Sin. 

And,'      •  -v    ,  ::•  /,'f^'iJ.;]r'/.:   '  /:  ,r    '^   cr  1 

a-  *The  Ottife  trf^ShrJI  oHthe'EfFed  it' has 
upon  us  in  expofing  us  to  the  aflgryijufticc 

V  And  ^ now^*tbe<NEI&ftt xnay  remam^urhioto 
the  ttatniient  Aft  i7  oven^  Bverx  Maolfnom 
the  Timei  he  triii(btdiEtb  the?  taj»:  of -God^ 
becofn^:s:lnbie  m-lK^  for  fo  idoic^^ 

and  tlus'is  that  wUit^rvicwem  by^CSiiilt; 
and  is.  the  THihg  .wQdpia^^xmky:bo;:^xgf:^Situ 
Fdrrdio'^the  Siri  tHatisf(»iee  coipinittfdccan 
nerbr  bc>  made*  nit  to  have  been! cdtoiWfitrid, 
yet  the  Puniihipcnt  derived  therebjrimjjfrbc 
focgivenr-'/rho'  thef  Afitit  felf  be  irr^vjarfi*- 
ble,  yet  the  E€e^  &f  it  in  binding  U$  9V*r 
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tja6  ,  Brgi'Ug  tft  out  ]Mff>  VdJ^* 

lo  Pumfiiment  may  ceafe,  that  is,  thajt  Pe&t 
we  pc^  may  be  fotgwefi  j  and  coofequently 
\fiy,\mrBabtott,  vrh^m  we  pretend  to/vrgivc, 
■are  oieant  :tho(le  dut  have  injured  Wid  poo^ 
vioked  iM4x>  Re«st^e^  aad  vijchai,  ^  Dtf^/ 
nne  ptaten^  to  forgwe  diiini,  are  not  lliofe 
-Offices  of  Juftioe  and  Chani^,  which  the^ 
omejQS,  n(M:  that  &cpeiitat:ice,  wbeireby  tb^ 
jov^t  to  make  m^me  Repaeation,  and  to 
po0cm%3(;^*s  Focgiveoefs,  but  ihe  Revenge 
vio  are  ptoHiioked  to  potCtie  diem  iKrijthal  that 
iiaffie  vrtonged  tl8»    > 

Of  ithjs  Petition  I  (haU  fpeak  Uttder  ths 
-tmo  Heads  Of  G^^^f  fit*vil^  us,  and  stff 
forgiving  others. 

.  Asio«the/orHM<»,  I  hlteUd only  tt> fugged 
tv7o  ot  three  Cdnfiderations ,  which  may 
nuke  us  >tiiet  this  Petition  to  God  in  ^ood 
eafneldk    As, 

^  t.  That  to  this  Puirpofe  vefiouljfa  mf' 
^ns;bi^e  mr  Effs  at  towMitut  Times  as 
iPartieulattjf  as  i»>e  cam  Fot  it  is  aJiBoft  im^ 
^ofOble  that  the  Gendral  Dt^ta^  oi  Pkirdoa 
fyoaM  be  ^tneft  and  Snccte,  whoK  there 
is  £^om  or  never  any  Particidar  Sanfe'  and 
Adcoowledgment  of  sins.  Genetal  Propo^ 
fitions  do  not  a^  a  Man*s  Mind,  hut  by 
simie  of  the  Particulars  that  are  ootntaiftei 
un^cr  them.  >For  Inftance,  if  a  Han  feyjs 
that  he  (believes  in  God,  but  never- goes-nr- 
ther  thas'theCeneial  Adeot  to  this  Amda^ 

that 
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That  there  is  a  God,  this  ihall  haire  Jio^In^ 
flueoce  upon  his  WiU  and  AfieOidns.  For 
thatwhicn  inakes  this  PevfoaSon  apt  to  mtk 
upon  U8,  ase  fucU  Partieiilar  DcduAitMB  as 
thffe^'  Hdis  holy  and  jaft,  and  tbenefoie  ^n 
Hater  of  Sin :  Me  is  ^liih&l  and  trw,  and 
therefom  will  fooidh  it:  He  is  oamifififeiir, 
and  therefore  he  fees  nie  in  aU  that  I  do, 
theK^core  I  ought  to  fear  hiin  and  te^ti  him 
wherever  I  am,  and  efibm  EtSl^  and  ^ikit 
Which  is  good.  In  like  manner  it&allaffeft 
Qo.Man  to  any  |ood  Purpofe  to  ^  within 
himfelf  diat  he  4$  a  Sinner,  if  he  iias  no 
^enfe  of  his  fiarticuiar  Tranrgveffioos.  But 
;he  ^at  argues  with  himfelf  in  this  aaanner : 
This-Offence  I  have  committed  agunfliGod, 
<and  that  QmuBaodment  of  his  C  have  viob- 
-ted,  mesms  (bpsething,  and  knasra  what  lue 
iays,  when  he  confeflfes  himfelf  to  be  a  Sin- 
joar,  and  Jboooks  what  tie  defircs,  when  he 
-asb  God^  Fatdon  of  liis  Sins^  and  tb  the 
^ede  be  Ins  of  the  Nature  and  Anrairacions 
lof  his.Sicu|»  Ins  >eam^  De&re  of  ^rginenefr 
twill  be  ptoportionaUe.  Some  Sins  indeed 
ore  of  ib  h^nons  a  nature,  that  a  Man  can- 
itot  comnHt  then  irat  they  will  fly,  in  his 
face  for  fome  Tine  t^er^  but  yet  if  he 
xloes  not  fomedmcs  laake  it  his  Biifine6  to 
bniag  diem  to  Particular  riemeod>nnce,  they 
will  foon  be  forgotten ,  and  even  thole 
Groilfer  Sins  ihall  iiskiom  or  never  come  kuo 

his 
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-his.Mind  ulidct  thb  (Sdairal  Canfeffion  ^of 

'1^  and  Deftre  of-  FBrgJvenefs;  ,  indftOd  ire 

bugbtitef  pray  for  the'For^iveriefs^of^'oiir 

UBkcMJwflif  6rgotten  Sins^  arid  wfe  JMybave 

-goodrkostftmhto  hope  that  •  fuch  Prayers  Will 

!iK)t.teilctft;'^,bwifr  this  Hpofi  Suppofltionnhat 

, weihayie ufed dye (^re  foox^mine oupfelvefe, 

^ahdlto  come:  to  as  Particulate  a  Khowledge^ef 

rour  Cafe-a^  vwe  can.    j!Vdid:hc  that^dofes  tHit 

vmay  wfell:;b^  pfefumt^  fca^iadc  God^  Pardtfti 

^in  gobdWrcft^  as  wdll  of  thbfeSinsiwliidi 

.he  fcttow^  not;  or  has  ifor^tteny  asrof  tbote 

that.h£  is:c6hfciau8  8f  in  rarticular.l'       -: 

:    But  if.  it  be  fei^  that  the,  Petitioa^  it  felf^ 

Forgive  us  aurTrefpaffes^  being  Gederatf  *it 

.  fhdUM  (eem  that  a  General  iSeiife  of  out  iidig 

-Sinners'is  byrour  Lord  fuppofed  fuflScicrit  tt> 

qualify  us  for  the  asking  iof  God's  ParcbiT: 

To  this  Lanfwer,  That  the»  Geirarainefs  df 

the: Petition  :does  by  no  m^s  dxtludethe 

Need:  d:Se|&iiXairiinalioa  interning  Pam- 

cular  Sins^*  bdoaufet  thig  Pirfyk  being  prefect 

bed  to  all  btts  Savitiiffs:£tifaplesj'.d6lriditiot 

Jhate'  £Etcd;  them  :all,:.if :  ParticqlaftSids:  had 

been  named; bi^^hereDf'iforae  might- haivbobewi 

guiky,  Jret  others  ^mig^  rooi:  ^Andothttes- 

fore  the  CoaEifideratido  ol^PlrriculiriOfFeocli 

was  Icit  toetreiy  Ma»,^tO!iprepatej  Jrimfelf 

thereby  for  fhc-profkablciUfiK  of  d».Geticral 

Petition.    Afad  it  is  .the^:^nt  ihereof  that 

makes  moft  Men  fay  it  fin  fat  ckrcl^  and  iti* 

different 
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different  inannct, -and  to  ufe  the  Words 
almoft  without  any  Meaning.  In  a  ttroid. 
Did  ever  any  cme  Man  ask  Forgivenefs  of 
another  in  good  eameft,  without  a  Particu- 
lar Senfe  of  the  Faults  which  made  him  ob- 
noxious? And  why  fhould  we  think  that  we 
adc  God's  Pardon  well,  when  we  know  not 
What  it  is  that  we  beg  to  be  forgiven  > 

a#  To  make  us  ufe  this  Petition  in  good 
carneft,  tPe  ought  to  be  fenfible  of  the  Nattire 
of  Silly  as  it  is  a  TranfgrefEon  of  God's  Law, 
and  a  Vidatlon  of  his  Will.  I  do  not  mean 
that  it  is  enough  to  have  a  true  Notion  of 
this,  but  we  muft  be  heartily  affeded  with 
it,  confidering  well  that  we  have  broken  his 
Law  who  is  the  Sovereign  of  the  World, 
and  hath  an  abfolute  Right  to  govern  us, 
land  withal  have  abufed  the  Clemency  of  the 
infinitely  good  God,  and  have  expofipd  our 
fclves  to  the  jiift  Anger  of  an  Almighty  Be- 
ing, and  that  in  all  thofe  Things,  whereby 
we  have  finned,we  have  neither  regarded  the 
Goodnefs,  nor  the  Powet,  nor  the  Prefence 
of  God ;  we  have  done  that  which  is  un- 
worthy and  bafe,  and  have  thereby  incurred 
infinite  Danger.  Which  Things  are  fo  Plain, 
that  they  cannot  but  be  underftood,  fo  Evi- 
dently True,  that  they  cannot  be  denied,  and 
fo  Concerning,  that  he  who  confiders  them 
as  he  ought,  cannot  but  be  greatly  affefted 
with  themj  and  it  is  fuch  Affeftion  that 
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qualifies  a  Man  to  ask  .Forgivends  as  he 
ought  to  do.  ... 

3.  Wejbould  conJider^Whff  vie  arc^  that  ac^ 
knowledge  our  felves  to  be  Sianers^^  viz.  Such 
who  upon  innumerabicAccounts  were  obli- 
ged to  Obedience  in  Gratitude  ht.  nundier- 
lefs  Favours  receive^  from  the  Boiioty  and 
Goodnefs  of  God,  for  bdng  dailjr  pTefervM 
and  fbftained  by  his  Providence^  fcr  recei- 
ving all  the  Comforts  of  Life  fro;n  him, 
for  his.  Patience  and  l^ong-fuffering  towards 
us,  notwithflanding  many  Provocations,  bttt 
efpecially  (as  that's  out  Cafe)  for  haviAg 
been  wa(h*d  in  the  Laver  of  Rcgencrs^^bn, 
and  been  made  Partakers  of  t;he  Btoffings^oif 
the  New  Covenant*  We  ha^  named  iib^ 
Name  of  Chrifi^  and  yet  have  not:  defatted 
from  Iniquity.  We  have  eaten  of  the  Lead's 
Body,  and  drank  of  his  Cup:  We  have 
knovn  the  Love  of  God,  and  the  Paflion  of 
Cbriji:  We  have  tajkd  tH  ga^dl¥ord  of 
Goa^  and  the  Pox&etx  of  the  Worid^  ta  €wac^^ 
We  have  been  led*  and  guided  by  his  hAf 
Spirit.  When  a  Son  turns  a  Reb^l  agaiaft 
his  indulgent  Father,  or  a  IViend  proves 
falfe  to  his  Friend,  we  know  then  haw  to 
aggravate  the  Cafe.  Put  thcfer  awd  all  like 
Inftances  together,  and  how  gyeat  are  the 
Aggravations  of  any  wilful  Sin  we  commit 
againft  God?  And  what  Puniftunents  do  out 
Iniquities  deferve?  And  then  what  reafoa 
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have  we  to  fay.  Lord,  forgive  us  our  Sins? 
And  how  can  he  not  fay.it  in  good,  earned 
who  underftands  thcfe  ThingSi  or  coafiders 
thera  }  And  if  the  comroon  Aggravations  of" 
Sin  make  a  Man*s  Guilt  fo  great,  how  much 
greatet  will  it  [grow  when'every  Man's  Con- 
fclence  has'  diCcharged  its  pirc^r  Office,  and 
.chdck'd  hiAi  'for  his  Reiapfes,  his  firequent 
Violation  of  Vows  and  Promifes  of  better 
Obedience,  and  all  the  particular  Cifcuni- 
fiam^es  of  Ouiit,  whidi  maki  his  Sins  to  bd 
out  ofmeafure.finful^ 
.  .^tbl/f  and  la^fy.  It  fliould  adfi}  bt  confL 
dered,  thaf  tieieber  the  Gamril  Natwe  ofouf 
Sitts^   nor.  the  Parttetdar  AggjfavatiQHt  tif 
them,  need  Xo  caufe  Dejpair  in  m  if  hint 
forgiven.    lEbr  this  indeed  ..would  nifle  afl 
our  Devotion  in  praying  for  it,  (ince  wherb 
Juftice  is'ihexorable  and  Anger  unappea&bld^ 
there  Mtordonot  feek  Fot^venefs,  but  xa» 
ther  ftrengthen  their  Hands  in  Wickednefs* 
This  Cotm^ration  pined  «Hith  rfie  former 
will  difp(/e  every  Man  lx>  caft  himfelf  upon 
Cod^  Grace  and'Mercy^  uid  td  fay  with  (he 
{hrodigal,  J^viU  arife  and  go  ta  ny  Father^ 
^tmd  fijf^  ^Father,  I  have  finned  againft  Mea* 
«^,  audi  in  th/  ^gbe,  and  am  no  more  worthj^ 
to  be  caUeJ  th)  Son, 

I  have  hot  faid  any  thing  in  E^opottiim  to 
<»hat  the  Afgufnent  will,  bleary;  but  tnly 
Shewed  what  Kind  of  QpaUficatbns  are  no- 
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•  odEry  to  ufe  this  Petition,  bcfides  that  ff'edt 
•"i^n^- mentioned  in  it.  Forgive  us  our  iref- 
pdffes  ^  as  we  forgive  them  that  trefpafs 
"^againjl  us.  And  this  is  the  main  Thing  I 
.im  to  infift  upon. 

To  forgive  others  is  fo  hard  a  Matter, 
that  is,  to  do  it  thoroughly  and  heartily, 
without  retaining  any  revengeful  Thoughts, 
any  Stifftids  or  Grudging,  any  evil  Defires 
•or  Wifhcs,  this,  I  fay,  is  fo  hard,  that  our 
cEord  hath  tied  the  Obligation  thereto  upon 
us  as  feft  as  that  of  dny  other  Duty  whatfi)- 
•ever;  but  in  fbme  kefpeds  he  hath  tied  it 
'iafter.  And  this  is  that  which  I  (Sefire  you 
to  obferve  in  die  firft  place,  that  be  hath  not 
only  given  us  a  fpecial  Law  adeeming  it, 
ibut  he  hath  raufed  us  to  acknowledge  it  dai- 
iy  in  this  Prayer,  and  not  ohhr  to.  adcnow- 
ledge  it,  but  in  cflfeft  to  promiie  for  the  Fu- 
ture that  we  will  forgive,  and  not  only  to 
f  romife  for  the  Future,  but  to  profefs  for  the 
Prefent  that  we  do  forgive.  And  that  we, 
may  be  a&aid  to  profefs  it  falfly  and  rafhly, 
he  hath  caufed  us  fo  to  do  when  we  deGre 
JForgivenefs  of  God  our  felves,  and  more- 
cv^  to  profefs  it  in  that  manner  diat  we  de^ 
iire  to  be  foi^ven  our  (^Ives,  as  we  our  felves 
do  forgive  others. 

^  And  now  that  you  may  fee  the  utmoft 
^tvength  of  this  Obligation,  I  fliall  add,  that 
we  ought  not  to  efteem  it  fo  difficult  to  for- 
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give  as  it  appears  at  firft,  and  as  md(t  Men 
make  k,  and  that  becaule  there  \i  (q  much 
w^re  reafon  why  we  ftioold  forgive  others, 
than  why  we  mould  expefl:  that  God  will 
forgive  us,  which  yet  we  may  expeft  upon 
pur  forgiving.    And, 

1.  ft  ^ppens  very  frequently  that  thofe 
wl^o  are  injured  gave  fome  Provocation  be- 
forehand. Where  Wroog  is  complained  o^ 
fbe  Fault  is  often  on  both  fides,  tho'  mor^ 
on  the  one  fide  than  on  the  other;  but  this 
cannot  be  laid  to  excufe  our  Sinsr  ag^inft 
God,  he  never  did  us  any  Harm,  nor  can 
we  lay  any  Matter  of  Accufation  againft 
him.  Now  fhould  it  not  be  an  eafy  thing 
for  us  to  forgive,  who  ftand  in  need  to  be 
forgiven,  not  only  by  GOD,  but  by  our 
Neighbour  too?  And  yet  it  is  coipmonly 
obfervM,  that  they  who  are  moft  R,eady  to 
do  Injuries,  are  moft  Backward  to  forgive 
them,  but  in  reafon  they  fhould  be  moft: 
Forward. 

2.  When  a  Man  is  wrongM  upon  a  Pro-; 
vocation  given,  yet  the  Injury  that  is  done) 
him  is  not  capable  of  thofo  Aggravations 
which  bis  own  Sir         '  ^  God  are  Iqaded 
with.    For  no  M^  an  be  fo  obliged' 
to  another  as  ^v(  is  to  liis  God. 
Therefore  let  us  fi              [^t  another  Man  ^ 
hath  requited  thee               (jQoq,  which  is 
the  higheflt  Kind                ivation  that  one . 
Man's  Sins  again^             *  cm  admit,  yet^ 
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what  is  the  feefiefit,  Which  thSii  iVnft*  pre- 
tend to  be  the  Atitherbf  to  ftim,  ta  thofe 
lAMfaHiemUe  Bleffings  which  €od  hath  con- 
ibfeli  upon  thy  ielf?  'Did  not  he  give  fheie 
<hy  Being-?  Bdes '/riot:  he  daily  pi-eferve 
thee?  Has  he  not  given  his  ody  Son  to  die 
■for  Iihee,  arid  |ffOtri'ifed  thee  an  everlafting 
JLiward  in  tlk -Kingddfti.  of  Heaven  ?  Are 
ftat  thefe  'Beirtflts  ihfirtitely  beypnd  any 
TWng,  or  all  AofirThlngs  put. together,  for 
which  thotf  ttl^ft  Jjretend  to  deferve  well 
of  thy  Neighbour,  if  ftcy  were  ten  thon- 
fand  times  grtater  than  they  are  ?  •  And 
therefore  thou  dfefireftof  God' ro  foigive 
thee,  greiter  Sins  and  TrefpilTes,  \^hich  thou 
haft  cooimitted  a^ihllriGbd',  than  ithoir  canft 
forgive  another.  I'O  th^  Purpofe  it  h  ob- 
fcrvabte.  Matth,  i8.  .'-s^j  24.  and  fe.  on  in 
the  Parible  there  of  the  Lord  who  reckoned 
with  Ws'Siervarits,  that  he  forgSyi^  a  Servant 
Ten  Ttx^fitnd  TafeMs,  when  the  fattie  Ser» 
vant  would  not  forgive  his  Fellow, Servant 
an  Bandrid  Penct,  Whereas  tlieris  was  a 
double  Obligation  upon  that  Servant  to  for- 
give, one,  the  Exartiple  of  his  Lord,  the 
other,  the  great  Difparity  of  the  Debt,  Ten 
Thoufami  Talents  on  riife  one  fide^  but  qn 
Hundred  Feme  ori'  the  oth^iv  0  ihowwich 
ed  Servant^  I  forgave  thee  all  that  Pebt, 
lecmfe^  iihau  deftredfi  ftie.:  Shouldft  not  thou 
dfo  have  had  Compajjton  on  thy  Fellow  Ser- 
vatgtf  eve»  as  I  h»d  Pitj  qn  ihee,  and  forgi- 
'  '  vea 
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ven  him  ^  fmaller  Debt?  And  his  Lord  was 
wroth  J  and  delivered  him  to  the  Tormentors^ 
till, he  fioul-d  fay  all  that  was  due  to  him. 
Soilikemfe^  fays  pur  Saviour,  Jhall  my  hea^ 
venly  Father  do  alfo  toy 9^^  if  y^  f^f^  yQUt 
Hearts  forgive  not  eviry  one  his  Brother 
thiJrTreffaJJes. 

Bjit  after  jail,  thro' the  Corruptipnpfwir 
Natures,  this  fo  reafonable  a  Dutj^  to  which 
we  .w^e  ted  by  God's  Example,  tp  mpft 
Mart;frmves  di$cult,  and  they  are  Jlarfjly; 
pe*foadcd  K>  it.  And  therefore  to  faften 
the  OWigatfOi;  thereto  upon  our  Minds  th^ 
inOt^e1e^f|bly,  our  Lord  bath  engaged  us  tp 
ijsk  Foi^iwiieft  of  Qod  as  we  forgive  others^ 
wbicjjjsiipt  fp  to  b!e  uhderftood  as  if ther^ 
were,  no  other  Condition?  of  Forgiveaejl^.tci 
be  Petfonijed  by  us  but  tliis.  For  there  ar§ 
fiwrny  otherei  even  Rejpefitance  of  all  quc 
known  Sis^  with  fprfaktng  of  the  famJ^ 
jnd  tlie  Performance  of  aU  Dtities,  that  w« 
baVe  omitted.  But  this  ^  tftei-efore  particu- 
larly nitaedi  becaufe  it  lAay  y^rell  be  pre- 
ftinied,  that  he  who  from  pis  Heart  foigt- 
veth  Injuries  done  to  himfelfi  hath  attained 
to  fo  i^eat  a  ViQory  over  his  l.ufts  ancj 
Paffiohs,.  thathc  will  not  ftand  with  his 
Saviour  .for  any  otiier  Duty  required  of 
Jwm.  As<  other  Qualificjctions  for  Forgive- 
nefs  from:  .God  may  well  be  fuppofed  to  bq 
X)refeat  \y:Iiei?e  this  is  not  wanting* 
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And  thus  I  have  fliewn  you  how  ftrbhgly 
we  are  obliged  our  felves  to  Forgivencls  by 
defining  God  to  forgive  us,  and  withal,  that 
there  is  no  juft  reafon  to  think  this  fo  hard 
as  moft  Men  make  it. 

It  remains  that  I  fhew  you  How  we  Gught 
to  forgive  an  Enemy.  For  this  Petition  di-- 
rt^s  us  to  that.  For  we  muft  forgive  ^ 
we  defire  to  be  forgiven.  . 

But  before  I  enter  upon  the  Particulars 
to  this  Purpofe,  I  muft  premife  fomcthing 
concerning  the  Difference  betwejcn  the  Na- 
ture of  God^s  forgiving  us  and  Our  forgiving 
of  others.    When  we  are  faid  to  forgive 
one  that  hath  wrong'd  us,  the  Meaning  is,: 
that  we  have  conquerM  all  Ill-will  againft 
him,  and  that  our  fretful  and  angry  Paffi« 
ensure  allayed,  and  that  whereas  we  are 
ape  to  be  unfatisfied  without  Revenge,  and 
miking  the  Wrong-doer  feel  our  Refent% 
mentsof  the  Injury,  why,  wefaave  quelFd 
all  Tumults  of  Paffion  and  revengeful  Defire 
againft  him,  and  wifh  him  well.    But  now 
when  God  forgives  us,  his  Forgivenefe  doth 
not  confift  in  the  fuppreffing  of  fucb  Emo- 
tions of  Paflion,  for  he  hath  none  of  thofe 
troublefome   Refentments,  and    AflPedions 
thai:  belong  to  our  Nature.    When  tie  is 
faid  to  hate  the  Wicked,  and  to  be  angry 
with  tiiem,  we  are  not  to  underftand  thole 
Sayings,  as  if  he  were  affefted  as  Men  ar^, 
and  apt  to  be  ttanfported  with  Defire  of 
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Rev^e.  He  bales  a  wicked  Man  after 
fuch  a  manner,  as  a  virtuous  and  honeft 
Man  may  be  faid  to  bate  a  Villain,  from 
vhom  yet  be  never  received  any  Injury  in 
bis  own  Perfon  all  his  Life.  That  is,  God*s 
Anger  towards  wicked  Men  proceedeth 
not  from  any  Selfifbnefs,  which  is  the 
Ground  of  our  Wrath,  and  Defire  of  Re- 
venge, when  we  are  Perfonally  af&onted 
or  ujured,  but  is  grounded  upon  the  infi- 
nite Goodnefs  and  Hdinefs  of  bis  Nature, 
wbicb  cannot  endure  any  thin^  that  is  con- 
trary to  it*  And  ther^ore  mdeed  God*s 
FcM^venefe  is  only  a  forbearing  to  puniih 
a  Perlbo,  whom  be  fees  quali&d  for  Par« 
don^  whereas  Ours  confifts  in  giving  over 
to  relent  an  Injury  to  our  own  Perfons,  to 
rdent  it,  I  fay,  in  that  d^ree  as  to  hate  the 
Perfon,  or  to  wifli  the  hardeft  Event  fhould 
befal  him  for  our  Sakes,  or  for  the  Satis- 
£i£tion  of  any  revengeful  Defire  in  us.  And 
therefore  it  is  that  the  Duty  of  forgiving  in. 
juries,  which  in  this  Petition  we  Profcte  the 
Performance  of,  is  very  well  confiftent 
with  the  Punifhment  of  all  Crimes  tbat  are 
dangerous  to  Society  >  by  Courts  of  Juftice, 
becaufe  this  is  necefiary  for  the  common 
Good,  and  may  be  profecuted  without  Self^ 
ilh  Anger  againft.  any  Perfon,  or  defiring 
the  leaU  111  to  beifal  bim  merely  upon  our 
own  Account. 
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'f  his  being  prerflif6dj-I  now  proceed  to 
QiQVf  In  what  Particulaps- the  Exampie  of 
Gt)d,  aMotiJ*  vfTwigoftthfoPetitiony  do'di- 
re£t'«s  t6  ibrgivie  other;  Men  the"  Qfibices 
thejr  Haive  cohamitted  agiklfl;  us,    i^w^   : 

*%ftOfUll;  We  ^efircf*  he  fmivenijfil 
1^'^Sins}that  isoe  hanft  Ikeh  guilt/ ^y  We 
wtAild'n^fe  have  Go^'emtir  iftto  '^i^^mta.- 
^h  us  for  iany  of  tlieitt,  much  left  fb^ijehb 
Grfeftttft'of  an.  And  therefore  if  M^jft»g«rfr,r 
as  W©4effie  to  be  fbi^iveW,  it is'Hstty  Jla^ 
thtt  vi^e  tttiift  aifo  ^t^iv'e  alJjevfen  theGttai?/ 
crt  Wrongs  that  afe  'dobe  to  us^by-oBr 
jJetehboiir^  without -idet^^llig  lU-lwill  vothk 
PttCii  uifert  the/Awcuiiulft  of  any,.4ho'v*e 
gpaaieft  A'f|'i<^t  arid  In^wy- that- we  e»«i? 
*0CQfirtd  &i>m  hitn.  Bat  aihusl  how  cbntm* 
rykaDrnt  Pl-aOide  to^Ottr  Priy^vs?-  Wb  haVe 
intfdsikdo,  and  'tis  i^  Without  much-^hi^^ 
Hri^^ith^ottrfelveiJthai:  WQ  can  fettle  ouc 
PaHion^  that  Sve  lean  dear  wt  ifelccs  "df 
fpifeftrf  and  -n*alSfeidiis  tlie^hts,  wteib  :wte 
ha7d'i^$cdv«d  a  va-y  BiMdll  and  incokO^e- 
rabte  Wting-^WhatHutt  i^ttonie  usinidra^- 
pariftn^  if  wheh  We  >a)%.in  Htafth-  and  ate 
feafeV  ivlftit  We  aVe  tkndpr  ho  Suraks,  Tend  iti 
no  D!ftsiefs,!wl»h  wiiive  in  Bbntyw  awl 
in  good  SftwQrlty,  wlMtj  ctfeat  flh«i  Ifaw 
is  donO'US  by  a  difgraotfiiL-Word,  byta  fynb- 
ftil.  infmii^tioti,  a.'  IJafe  Rifteaidn  ?  Ho# 
many  Bleffings  have  we  about  us  lA  yidd 
lis  ^bod  Comfort,  which  contribute  income 
-  .  w  parably 
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receiving  great  Injuries  from  others;  for  if 

thou  fbrgiveft  not  thefe,  thou  defireft  (Sod 

not  to  forgive  thee  thy  mod  heinovR  ^ipj^ 

when  thouTayeft,  Forgiye  m  our  Trefp^i^es^ 

as 'we  forgive  them  th^  trejp^fs  agizijtfi  u>s, 

^**    ^'^  I  to  he  forgiven  fpeedily.WG 

^e  the  W^rath  of  God  to  reft 

Day  or  a  Moment,  left  we 

off  in  his  juft  Difpleafure^ 

if  mbft  Men  dan  obtain  of 

forgive  after  Tome  Time, 

ye  had  Leifure  to  cod,  and 

d  with  their  own  Anger  an4 

intments.    But  if  we  would 

)  defirc  to  be  forgiven,  we 

le  to  be  reconciled,  we  rauH 

fi  go  down  ufon  our  Wrath. 

etore  muft  we  be  to  fay  this 

our  Hearts  fwell  with  DiC 

with  bitter  and  r? vengeful 

id  yet  fure  Ittjis  k'  a  Prayer 

I's  Difciples  fliould  ufe  every 

And  does  it  not  therefore 

jpcQ  that  they  muft  forgive 

every  Day  they  jfhould  hav^ 

dp  ?  For  if  w^  would  be  ia 

Day,  we  muft  not  continue 

r  Brother  till  to  Morrow.'"  ^ 

e  that  the  Jggravatioffi  ef. 

wt^  he  confidered  agamW^^ 

I  Pfalmift  exprefl?s  ft,  /t|iatf 

God  would  not  enter  into  Judgment  with  iis^ 

that 
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that  hie  would  msdke^  Abatemaics  m  oiir 
behalf  that  can  t)e  niade*  And  this,  is  what 
we  ought  to  do  towards  thofe  tjuthave  in- 
jured us,  we  ibould  admit  of  any  Excufe 
that  is  offered^  that  is,-  we  £b>ttld  not  for- 
give Hardly.  As  for  Injuries  ccnnmkted 
againft  Many,  the  Cafe  is  not  the  iame,  and 
the -more  a  Crime  i&  againdf  .the  Publick 
Good,  the  more  it  ought  to.be  Ag^avated, 
whicti'  yet  may  be^  and  k  done  often  by 
thofe  that  hive  no^Pecfonal  Av^rfion  to  the 
Wropg-doer.  But  as  for  private  Wrongs, 
fuch  as  touch  a  Mza's  felf  only,  we  muft 
not  only  not  be  of  a  revengcfiil  Spotit,  but 
we  muft  give  over  Aggravating  the^^Ofienoe 
agaioft  that  Mao  wboilai  we  have .  foi^ven. 
For  Indeed  haw  caa  I  be  tculy.fkidio  have 
forgnren  that  Man,  whom  yet  I  feek  to  re- 
prefent  under  as  bad  a  Charafier  as  hk 
Cafe  will  bear?; When  our  Saviour  faid  in 
the  fo^mning  i£  the  Chapter  following, 
Ju^e  noty  thtttye  ie  tt&fju^idyffr  with 
what  Jadgmtntyt  jud^;  yg  Jhall  bejiti^ed; 
md  witk  voJMPiMftifw.e  ye.  mete^  H  fiaU  he 
meafured  to  you  again^  he  intimated  there- 
byj  that  if  "v^e  would  not  chufe  to  ftand  by 
the  Stri6):  and  Rigorous  Judgoaent  of  Goc^ 
we  muft.  nc*  ufe  Rigoor  in  icenfuring  the 
KQl  of  our  Etfemy.  Whit  Law  do  we  chufe 
to  be.  j»dg*d.  fcy,  ithc  Law  of  Stuia  Juftice, 
or  of  Mercy?.  When  we  defire  Foigivenefi^ 
we  do  In  en^  defire  the  tM  meitifulr  and 

fevou- 
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favounabi£.:CoiiftrtfS:bft8:>  We.  apped  to 
MercJTf  fautiwe  do  in  efFed  denroy:  our 
own  Appeal,  Vfusa^-we  ufe  this  Pedcfon,  if 
we  grow Hi^oroui  Our  fdves,  and  ky  all 
-the  Load  :we  can  npoh  the  Offence  commit- 
ted againft  us,  either  befi^e  we  will  hear  of 
Kccoraifliation,  or  afterwards..       -r    ' 

4?^ly,-and'  lafijji.  When  we  defire  tobe 
.  forgiven,;^  we  do  not  only  defire'  tJ^it  the 
FUnifiiment '  may  >  be  remittsd,  aad  God's 
Anger  againtii^  tis  may  ceafe,'  bat  vft  ilefire 
.alio  th&tJje  mould  b&vecomiled^U  itf^-that 
he  wad'd  love  tu^  anddoiw  good*  Nay;  this 
Pcttitibn^cfPo^givenefs  includes;  in  it  aPi^y- 
.er  for  Gad^  greateil  Bleffing^vBternat  Life 
it  feli  '  And  therefoi«i  by  defirio^i  that-<:,W)B 
may  b&'for^iyen  as'>i^Ci^i|pve,' Wiprts^ 
-to  God  that  ^e  do  nocroply  banifh  R«^g^, 
and  poti'oflf  Indignati6n<^  andi:Dir^itllif|B 
agaioft'  our  Advetlary ,  dut  withal  thati  'we 
love  him,  azu^  that  we  are  rcaidy.  tp  return 
Good  for  Evil,  that  we  defire  his  Welfere 
in  this  Wdrld,,  and  in  the  World  to.  come, 
and  fbafi  b^  forward  to  promote;  it  Our 
&lves.  •  ./i  ,  vv.v 

Thus  hav6  I  Oiewn  you  the  Dfre£):ifi(ife 
4iow  this  Dutj^  is  to'be  ^formed,* \vlii4h 
are  contained  in  thb  Petition,  itnd  Withd 
the  Arguments  inducing-  us^^heilrdto,'  wKieh 
gee  li^ewift  contained  in  i:*^''*^(lb  Sum 
whereof  is  thi^  that  if  we  ds  not  fo'^ive 
according  to  thefe  laft  Rules,  mdo  in  e^ 
-  fed 
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\  to  them.  ^  '^ 

And  flow:.we'(libiitd  da  well  tb  make  a 
Stand,  aad  tonfider  well' with  our  felves, 
bow  ofefen  we  h^Ve  4ifed  this  Petition  while 
we  ha;ve  nourifh'd)  Malice,  Revenge,  and 
pi^wifl  in  our  Hearts,  and  1)^^  tloing  have 
in  aunanner  prayed  ^^^ir>l?V  mftead  of  pray* 
iiig'j^r  our  fclves.  What  have  we  done  by 
defiring  God  to  forgive  us  as  we  forgive 
othecs^  but^tnade  new  Matter  of  a  fad  Con- 
feflion  againft  our  felvis,  and  brought  our 
lelves  under  a  Neceflity  of  defiring  God 
now  that  he  would  no«;' forgive  us,  as  we 
defired  before,  tlut  is/  as  wse  have  been 
wont  to  forgive  others,  becaufe  indeed  we 
did  not  forgive  them?  Have. we  upt  all  of 
•us  more  or  lefs  teafon  to  fiiy  oiir  fofiner 
Prayers  back  again,  and  ta  bdfeech  Cod  to 
forgive  us  better  than'v(c  have  forgiven 
others,  and  not  to  deal  witii  us  according  to 
the  Meafure  that  others  have  found  at  our 
.Hands?  :>     ^         -     -' 

•  I  fuppofe  ever  fince  we  knew  whatftdi- 
gion  and  Prayer  meant,  we  havcveveiy  Dajr 
feid  the  Lord's  Prayer ;  but  how:  wdorti 
havJe  we  confidered  whether  we  ha^'not 
foft'Our  Petition  of  Forgivenefs,  or  rather 
made  it  none  at  all,  but  a  PeptiOn  for.  tli^ 
Contrary  ?  How  fcldom  have  we  confidered 
whether  we  were  Qualified  to  ufoit  to  our 
Advantage,  or  ratlier  to  our  Harm? -And 
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you  cannot  but  fee  that  this  Pedtion  is  ei« 
ther  for  our  Good  or  our  Hurt,  as  we  are 
<ijialifi«i  to  ufe  It;  May  not  thb  Part  of 
the  Lord's  Praycrfervefor  an  InCbance,  that 
generally  we  mind  not  what  we  &y  when 
we  ufe  the  Words  ?  For  if  we  go  over  the 
reft  of  the  Petitions  as  carelefly  and  negli- 
gently as  we  fay  this,  it  is  probable' that  for 
the  mdfl:  part  we  regard  not  the  Senfe  of  the 
Prayer,  and  are  no  more  »0cfted  with  the 
feveral  Petitions  of  it,  than  if  we  had  been 
learned  to  lay  them  in  an  unknown 
Tongue; 

Let  us  noty  I  befeech  you,  go  about  to 
excufe  our  felves  before  God,  as  if  there 
'was  no  living  in  the  World  without  Con- 
tention, Strife,  and  Debate,  and  AnimoQties, 
becaufe  the  Odcafions  of  thefe  Things  are  io 
.often  multiplied  upon  us,  but  rather  reflet 
upon  our  abufing  thofe  Words  of  this  daily 
Prayer  againft  our  fdves,  defiring  of  God 
to  foigive  us  the  Mockery*  Our  Lord  very 
well  knew  that  our  Life,  and  the  Bufinefe 
thereof,  would  idminifter  frequent  Matter 
of  Debate,  and  hard  Words,  and  bitter 
Thoughts,  and  therefore  he  has  provided  \is 
It  daily  Remedy  againft  this  Mifchief  of 
Conver&tion,  t'i^.  that  Prayer,  wherein  we 
pray  for  daily  Forgivenels,  as  well  as.  for  our 
daily  "Breads  and  for  the  former  upon  no  leis 
Condition,  than  that  God  fees,  we  have  on 
our  Parts  None  in  the  World,  but  whom 
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we  With  .well  to,  and  to  whom  we  are  rea- 
dy to  do  Good. But  one  Thing  more:  If  For- 
fiving  o(  Wrongs  be  necqfTary  for  our  being 
orgiven  of  God,  what  then  ihall  we  fay 
of  thofe,  that  do  Wrongs  and  Injuries  to 
their  Neighbours  ?  Is  it  not  a  grofs  Abufe 
of  God's  Ma jefty  and  Patience  ior  that  Man 
to  defirc  God  to  Forgive  him,  as  he^  For- 
gives the  Injuries  he.  baa  received  from  o- 
therg,  who  is  Noxious  and  Injurious  hirii- 
felf?  Whoever  ufes  the  Pqtitipn  may  Well 
be  fuppofed'  a  Perfon  th^t/ provokes  and 
hurts  no  Body,  and  to  be  one,  who  ejcer^ 
cifes  him  felf  tQ  have\atf^^f  A  Confcience 
void  of  Offence  tp\fards  all  Men.  Certain- 
ly if  I  fay  ;his  Prayer,  I  do  Teft  fay, 
.  For^ye  me  njy  Trepafles,  as  careful 
not  to  trefpafs  againft  my  .1  ^r-,  For 
this  is  foipething  lefs,  than  to  jive  his 
Trefpafles  againft  my  felf*      .   . 

To  conclude :  Has  another  Man  affroil* 
ted  or  wrongM  me  >  I  do  my  felf  a  greater 
Injury  by  not  Forgiving  him,  than  he  has 
done  me  by  the  Offence*  Again*,  I  do  my  felf 
more  hatm  by  not  Forgiving'  him,  thaa  it 
is  poffible  for  me  to  do  him,  fince  'tis  ano- 
ther Man's  Fault  in  this  cafe  that  occafio- 
nally  hinders  my  being  Forgiven  of  God, 
as  it  do^is,  if  I  fuffer  it  to  breed  in  me  Ran- 
corous and  Evil  Thoughts  againft  him. 
But  becaufe  he  hath  defpifed  me^  (hall   I 
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be  reveng'd  on  him  through  my  own  Sides? 
If  he  has  done  me  Wrong,  he  has  hurt  his 
own  Soul  J  (hall  I  deftroy  mine  too  by  (hut- 
ting up  the  Mercies  of  Godagainft  my  fdf  ? 
What  a  Madnefs  is  that ! . 

Let  us  therefore  carry  this  Petition  in 
,  our  Hearts  wherever  we  go  j  riiat  it  may  be 
prefent,  as  prefent  with  us,  as  if  it  were 
engraven  upon, all  Places,  where  we  have 
any  AflFairs  and  Bulinefs,  as  if  it  were  gra- 
ven upon  the  Palms  of  our  Hands,  or  we 
*  wore  it  on  our  Garments. 

Let  this  Petition  be  our  daily  Epculati- 
6n  whenever  w;e  are  in  danger  of  being 
tempted  to  Anger  atid  Ill-Willj  and  when 
'  we  are  fo  tempted,  let  us  remember  that 
we  have  then  kn  Occafion  of  Paying  efitfta« 
ally  for  God's  Pardon  in  thefe  Words,  For» 
give  us  our  Trejpajfcs^  as  wfi  Forgive  them 
that  trefpajs  agmnfi  w. 


IJJ^A>^;S  JJ4  JmAJM4AjJi^Ai^|  iliaHJJl 


SER- 


Digitized 


by  Google 


C  »»7  ] 


SERMON  IX. 

The  Seventh  Sermon  on  the  jLORD* 
PRAYER. 


■Ill  II 


Matth*  VIk  xiii. 

And  Lead  us  not  into  Temptation^  ha  Deliver 
as  from  Evil* 

WHether  every  good  Chrillian  be  able 
to  give  an  exa^  Account  of  the 
Reafon  of  the  Ejcpreflion  ia  this  Petition, 

or  not,  I  am  yet  fatisfied,  that  w-  "" 

thisfenfe  of  the  Petition,  that  \ 
the  Grace  of  God  be  preferved  f 
into  Sin  for  the  future:  And  t 
not  is  the  Principal  Meanir 
Words,  that  is.  As  in  the  fom 
Webefeech  God  to  forgive  ui  our 
So  in  tbii  we  are  to  teftify  our 
asking  Fogivenefs  of  Sins  paft,  b 
as  Eatneft  a  DefirCj  that  for  tl 
come  we  may  be  more  careful 
Innocence  and  a  good  Confcience 
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merly  we  have  been.  And  the  Reafon,  why 
tills- Defire  is  by  our  Lordexpreffedin  thefe 
Words,  And  lead  chs  not  into  Tempt atidn^ 
but  deliver  w5  fronts  Evil^  feems   to  be  rm^- 

Firji^  To  Adraonifh  us,  that  we,  even  the 
Bfilof  us,  are  in  Danger  pf  falling  into  the 
^ikmeSins  that  we 'have  Once,  much  more 
that  we  have  .Often  bcito  guilty  of,  and  that 
becaufe  there  are  feveral  Temptations  to 
tTiem,  which  inrtheCblirfa  of  our  Life  we 
fhall  fureljT  meet'  with,  and  therefore  that 
none^f  us  are  to  be  fecure.  But  to  (land 
upon  our  Guard,  and^  to  look'  well*  to  our 
felves,  that  we  he  riot  overcome. 

.  2^.  To  Admonifli  us  alfo,that  thqfe  Temp- 
tations arc  not  fo /Higlir and  inconfldeBHe, 
that  we  can  without  God*s  Grace  ftihc^  a- 
gaiflft  them,  that  they  are  not  fo  eafie  to  be 
avoided,  but  we  have  need  of  the'Gi^ce  of 
his  Providence  to  keep  us  put  of  their  Way, 
and  if  we  encounter  theit,  that  fhey  are 
not  fo  eafle  to  be  rcfifted,*  but  we  h&ve  '4)6ed 
of  the  Grace  of  his  Holy  Spirit  to  fortify 
our  Refolution  to  withftand  them,  and  to 
^  get  the  better  of  them  •,  This  is  true  more 
orlefs  of  every  Chriftian.  One  Man  in- 
deed by  his  Temper  atid  Calling,  and  l^ 
Reafon  of  other  Circumftances,  is  not  in  the 
Way  of  fo  many  Temptations,  as  aftother 
Man  meets  withal :  And  fome  Men  are  by 
^  their 
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thdv  Confl:ant  Chriftian  Care  and  Diligence, 
by  their  former  Watchfulnefs,  and  by  gooJ 
Habits,  bettef  prepared  to  Refift  thera,  thail 
others  are,  yet  every  Man  hath  need  of  God's 
Grace,  his  Providence  without,  and  his  in- 
ternal Operations  witl;iin,  both  to  prevent 
great  Temptations,  that  he  dptb  mt  meet » 
with  them,  and  to  fecure  him  againft  falling 
by  greater  or  lefs  Temptations,  when  he 
doth  meet  with  them:  And  therefore  to 
keep  Men  in  thatmodeft  Opinion  of  them- 
felves,'  and  in  a  careful  Concern  for  their 
QW'n  Safety,  and  a  Religious  Dependance 
upon  God,  our  Lord  hath  added  this  Petiti- 
on to  the  former  to  be  usM  by  all  hiji  Difcir 
pies.  Lead  us  not  ir^tq  Temptation^  but  deliver 
tfsfrom  Evil. 

Andnowtothefelnftrudions,  which  wej 
cannot  but  learn  from  the  Expreflion  of  this 
Petition,  give  me  leave  to  add  a  third  fronj 
the  Principal  Meaning  and  Intendment  there- 
of, which,  as  I  tpld  you  is  this,  that  for  the 
future  we  may  avoid  thofe  Evils,  that  we 
have  done,  and  dp  thofe  Duties,  that  w?  havq 
ommitted ;  And  that  is  this,  That  we  do  q- 
tberwife  to  no  purpofe  Pray  to  have  our  for- 
mer Sins  Forgiven;  us,  if  we  do  not  grow 
better  for  the  time  to  come  ^  Foirthe  Offer- 
iog  up  tbejie  Requefts  to  God  one  after  the 
pther  cannot  but, (hew  you,  that  the  For- 
giyenefs  of  God,  the  Pardon  we  Obtain 
' '         0,3  froiq 
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from  him  in  this  World  by  our  Prayers  is 

but  Conditional,  and  that  the  Gontinuance 

of  it  depends  upon  our  good  Converfation 

^  For  otherwife,    that   is,   if  it 

lute,  and  had  no  refpeft  to  what 

be  afterwards,  I  do  not  underftand 

:  need  there  were  to  Pray  againft 

3  Sin,  for  the  future:  To  be  fure 

Id  not  be  fo  much  concerned  to 

ftly  not  to  be  led  into  Temptation^ 

but  to  be  delivered /f^m  Evil^  if  their  Pray* 

ers  for  Forgivencfs  might  be  cfFcdual,   and 

fave  them,  whether    they  (hould  fell  by 

Temptation  afterwards,  or  not 

I  have  told  you  what  the  plain  meaning 
of  the  Petition  is,  and  what  I  am  perfuaded 
.  every  honeft  Chriftian  doth  underftand  by 
it  -5  and  alfo  what  may  be  the  Reafon  both 
of  the  Petition,  and  the  Words  \fi  which  it 
is  expreft,  at  leaft  what  plain  Inftruftioh  is 
yeilded  by  the  one  and  the  other. 

And  having  done  this,  I  (hall  now  pro* 
ceed  to  more  particular  Enquiries. 

!•  Concerning  the  Words ^  and  Meaning 
of  the  Petition. 

2.  Concerning  the  Confiderations  that 
(hould  make  us  Offer  up  this  Petition  to  God 
in  good  earneft. 

3,  Concerning  the  Qualities  which  are 
NecelTary  to  make  a  Man  fincere,  and  to 
fpeak  thefenfe  of  his  Soul,  when  he  ufeth  it. 

It  Con- 
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I.  ConcemingtbeWorJsanJ  Meaning  of 
it.  To  which  purpofe  we  muft  obferve  in 
the  Fir/i  {)lace,  that  here  are  two  Branches 
of  thePetition^  Lead  us  not  into  Temptation 
the  one,  But  deliver  us  from  Evil  the  other: 
Which  whether  they  do  fignify  exadly  the 
fame  Thing,  or  whether  thetc  be  fome  dif- 
ference of  Tilings  fui^fcd  in  the  Expreffions, 
I  may  leave  you  to  judge,  as  you  fee  caufe, 
when  I  have  done  this  Head 

I.  I  (hall  confider  the  Former  Branch* 
Lead  us  Mt  into  Temptation.  For  the  more 
particular  underdanding  of  whidi  it  may 
not  be  inconvenient  to  remove  thofe  Accepr 
tations  of  the  Word  Temptation^  whidi  can- 
not be  underftood  here,  and  then  we  are  fure^ 
that  we  muft  take  that  which  is  left. 

And»nowtoknow  in  what  fenfe  we  muft 
not  un^crftand  the  Word  Temptation  here, 
I  think  we  need  only  to  observe,  that  this 
Prayer  fuj^fcth,  that  God  may  leaddL  MaQ 
into  Temptation:  And  therefore  in  what 
fenfe  we  cannot  underftand  Qod  to  lead  a 
Man  into  Temptation,  inthat  fenfe  we  are 
not  to  imderftand  Atid  lead  us  not  into  Temp^ 
tation  in  this  Petition.    Now  in  the 

Firfi  Place,  One  Man  may  be  truly  faid 
to  lead  another  into  Tempfation^  when  he 
enticeth  bim  to  Sin^  or  endeavours  by  any 
Argument  to  perfuade  hi*  i  to  it,  or  by  any 
Art  to  draw  him  to  it,  or  by  any  Yioleqce. 
Or  4  to 
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to  compel  him  as  it  were,  and  drive  him^  ^to 
it;  And  therefore  by  Tentptation  hare  we 
muft  be  fure  not  to  underfhnd  any  Thing 
of  this  Nature  on  God's  Part  ^  For  in  this^ 
fcnfe  it  remains  infallibly  true,  what  Su 
James  faith,  that  Qod  tempts  no  Man^  James 
1. 13.  He  doth  not  defign  that  Men  ftiould' 
fin,  he  lays  no  Trains  to  make  them  fin, 
he  propounds  nothing  to  their  Hopes  or 
Fears  to  deceive  them  into  Sin,  to  allure  or 
affright  them  into  Sin,  nor  doth  he  by  any 
inward  impulfe  upon  their  ^Minds  incline 
them  tt).  Sin,  nordotli  he  any  Way  necefli- 
tate  them  to  Sin :  We  cannot  without  great 
Wickednefs  conceive  fuch  Things  of  God,' 
asihefeare^  and  therefore  we  cai^ot  un- 
derftand  the  Petition  in  this  fenfe,  as  if  we 
defired  God  not  to  infligate,  or  allxire,  or 
perfuade,  orany  Way  incline  us  to  Evil, 
for  this  were  to  fuppcrfe  it  pofliote  for  him 
to  dofo^  whereas  it  is  utterly  impoffible,  as 
impbfiible,  as  it  is  for  God  to  lie,  or  to  do 
Contrary  to  his  Holy  Nature.    In  the  ^ 

7d  Place  3  To  tempt  a  Man  may  fignify  in 
general  to  prove  and  try  hm^  whether  he 
will  do  according  to  his  Duty^  arid"^  anfwer 
the  Expedation  of  another  Man  concerning 
him,  or  whether  he  will  fail.  Now  in  this 
Senfe  it  is  certainly  true,  that  God  tempts 
every  Man,  that  is,  he  gives  him  Occalfions 
and  OppPttunities  of  doing  his  Duty, :  or 

refufing 
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refafing  to  do  it.  Tbiis  the  Laws  of  God 
given  to  mankind  in  general,  or  tp  Chrifti- 
ans  in  particular,  the  fornieiH)y  Nature, 
the  latter  by  particular  Revelation,  are  Temp- 
tations, that  is,  they  are  Trials  of  our  Obedi- 
ence, whatherwe  will  live  according  to  them 
or  not*  And  whereas  the  Circumftances  of 
Men  are  very  various,  and  they  have  re- 
Ipeffive  Duties  to  be  performed  in  thofe 
Circumftances,  evety  Mans  particular  Way" 
and  Condition  of  JLife,  his  Honour  or  his 
]Vieanriefs,hisWealth,or  his  bare  Competency, 
orhisPbverty,  his  Authority  or  his  Sub- 
jedion,  his  Single  or  his  Married  State,  his 
particular  Temper  and  Conftitution  of  Body, 
his  Health  or  his  Sicknefs,  his  Calling  and 
his  Profef&on,  in  a  Word,  his  Condition  in 
the  World  with  refpe^  to  Circumftances  of 
this  Nature,  which  make  an  infinite  Varie- 
ty almoft  in  the  State  of  Mankind  upon 
Earth,  is  a  Temptation,  that  is^  a  Tryal, 
whether  he  will  not  only  live  according  to. 
the  more  general  Rules  of  Religion,  but  per- 
form that  Duty,  which  is  moft  .proper  for 
his  Place,  his  Relation,  his  peculiar  Inter- 
eft  in  the  World:  And  now  it  jis  plain,  that 
in  this  Senfe  every  Man  is  led  into  Temp- 
tation, that  is,  he.has  the^ general  Rules  of 
Religion  to  obierve,  and  moreover  he  hath 
particular  Duties  proper  to  his  place  and  Con- 
dition in  f  he  World  to  be  performed  by  him  ^ 
^  and 
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and  God,  who  requires  thefe  Duties,  and 
by  ^n^KoTe  Providence  Men  are  put  into  thofe 
Circumftances^  may  be  faid  to  lead  a  Man 
tntoTemftatim.  And  becaufe  every  Man 
iFtemfited  in^this  Senfe,  and  it  is  impofiible 
itfhould  be  ofherwife,  this  is  not  the  S^fe 
vt^kerein  we  pray  not  to  be  led  into  Temp« 
tatioft. 

5.  By  Temptation  we  n»y  underftand 
hsit  thofe  hasiardaus  7Vjto/j,  whic^h  are  not 
the  cohiftion  Lot  of  Men,  and  with  which; 
Gbtf  is  pfeafed  fometimes  to  prove  good  Men^ 
fometimes  to  punifli  evil  Men*  So  that  God. 
may  be  faid  to  lead  a  Man  into  Temptation, 
or  to  tetftpt  him,  when  he  caufeth  fome  Ex- 
traordinary Accidents  to  befal  him,  whidi 
wili  prove  his  Sincerity  to  the  utmoft,  and 
will  certainly  Ihew  him  to  himfelf,  and  ta 
the  WorH^  that  he  either  is,  or  is  not,  what 
fee  believes  himfelf  to  be,  and  pretends  tq 
be  toother  Men,  and  which  likewife  may 
greatly  endanger  and  fliake  the  Conftancy  of 
a  Man,  whoisatprefenthoneft  and  upright 
in  his  Way* « 

Now  one  Rcafon  inclining  me  to  believe, 
that  we  are  to  underftand  the  Word  Tetr^i 
tation  in  this  place  after  this  manner,  is,  that 
I  remember,  the  Word,  when  it  is  us*d  of 
God,  when  he  is  faid  to  tierapt  Men,  is  ftill 
meant  of  fome  Extraordinary  Tryal  of  then^ 
fuchasdoesnotbe&laliPerfons,  and  feldouij 
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any  Petfon  without  the  Appearance  of  a 
fpecial  Providence,  which  isatleaft  difcemi- 
bie  by  himfelf.  Thus  Gk)d  was  faid  to  tempt 
Abraham^  Gen#  a  2.  !•    when  he  lequired 
him  to  offer  up  his  only  Son  Ifaac  •,  that  ig, 
fcy  this  Tryal  God  prov'd  the  Strength  of  his 
Faith,  and  the  Sincerity  of  his  Obedience 
in  an  Extraordinary  manner.    Thus  alfo  he 
was  laid  to  tempt  or  prove  the  Ifraelites  for- 
ty Years  in  the  Wildemcfs,    Deut.  d.  2. 
proving  them  by  Various,  and  fo  Extraordi- 
nary Providences,  whether  they  would  ac- 
knowledge him  in   all  their  Ways:    And 
thus  St.  James  calls  the  great  Aflftiftion^ 
which  the  Griftians  fufiered  from  their  Per- 
fecutors,  Tifiwpf^ff^fi/,  ^ames  i.  2.    And  it 
is  a  great  Temptation,  which  leaves  a  Man 
no  other  choice,  than  to  lofe  all  he  has  in 
this  World,  or  to  forfeit  EverlaftingLife. 
Thus  great  Poverty  is  a  Tettiptation  to  Theft; 
and  great  Wealth  to  Luxury,  and  F6i^tfij^ 
nefspf  Gcki  J  For  which  Re^on  Agur  pray* 
ed,   Qive  me  neither  Poverty  nor  ^bis^feed 
ptemtb  Food  eanveniera  far  me  Prov#  go.  8. 
It  is  not  poflible  for  me  to  fay  iKiW  many 
kinds  of  Extraordinary  Temptations  Men 
are  liable  to^^  that  is,  fuch  as  will  make  the 
Tryal  of  their  Strettgth  in  their  Faith   more 
than  ordinarily  hazardous    to    thcmfelves* 
And  perhaps  it  is  a  very  hard  Thing  for  amr 
Kim  to  fay,  what  the  T^mptatiim  is,  which 
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would  put  him  hardeft  to  it,  whether  gr/sat 
Pain,  or  great  Ppverty,  or  great  Cqntempt 
on  the  one  fide,  or  vaft  Wealth  or  Power  or 
uninterrupted  Eafe  and  Profpcrity  pn  thg 
other,  whether  fudden  gpod  or  evil  Fortune, 
whether  a  gregt  Temptation  to  Uncleannefs, 
or  to  Cpyetpufnefs,  or  to  Revei^c:  We  {el. 
^m  underftand  pur  felves  fo  well,  as  to 
know  what  Tryal  we  are  leaft  able  to  bear  ; 
And*  therefore  perhaps  we  had  better  in 
j6o&  Things  of  this  IsTature.le^ye  the  Peti- 
tion to  God  i|i  general,'  as  pur  Saviour  has 
Jri-ught.us  to  ufe  it,,that  God  would  not  had 
fu  into  Temptation,  that  is,  that  he  would 
pK^te9C  thofe  Temptations  from  falling  up- 
od  u$,  which  be,  who  knows  beft  our  Make 
and  Frame,  feefwil}  mpft  of  all  endanger 
us.  •    '  -  . 

.  itiid  Uiere  are  fpme  partictilar  Tenpptgti-; 
ottspfanrEktraprdipary  Nature  which  we 
abreinot  to  Pray  ^bfplutely  again^  but  with 
Submtffipn  tp  Gqd';  Pleafure  :  and  all-dif- 
GcijbiQg.KQpwledge:  And  of  this  Mnd  is  the 
Temptatioo.pf  Perfecution,  and.  gU  other 
Eitraprdinary  Diftrefles  like  tp  that.  Wc 
are  not  Abfplutely  tppray  a^inft  that,  whicl^ 
may  turn  tjopurgoftj^ljut  with  Su|jmiffiop.^q 
the  Divirie  \yill  ;W<$  rftwy  priy  againft  any 
Tiyal  tMwill  emj^tiger  opr  Cpnftancy,  and 
may.  therefore,,  .prpve, a  Mifchief  tp  us 
thrpugh  pur  own  \yea^aefs.    Np  dpubt  th^ 
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Ancient  Chriftians  pirayed  for  Deliverance, 
but  this  without  queftion  aifo  with  a  Refo- 
latioh  to  te  very  well  Content,  if  their 
PreflureS  continued:  Otherwife  St.  James 
would  hot  have  faid,  James  i,  a*  My  Bre* 
thren  cvuht  it  all  Jojt  when  ye  fall  into  diverfe 
Temptatitms^  that  is,  into  diverfe  Afflidions 
and  Tribulations  for  the  Sake  of  the  Gof- 
pel  -J  For  the  tryal  of  ymt  Faith  t^rketh  Pati* 
ence^v.  ?.  that  is,.  God  by  trying  your 
Faith  this  Way  exercifeth  and  improveth 
you  in  the  virtue  of  Patience  for  your  grear 
ter  Reward;  So  doubtlefs  St.  Papl  did  jvp^l 
in  praying  to  be  delivered  from  the  Mejfen^ 
get  of  Hatan^  though  his  Grievance  was 
continued  to  his  Advantage  in  the  civent  by 
the  Grace  of  God.  that  w&sfiifftcient  for  him, 
2  Cor.  12.  7,  8,  9.    .  .' 

This  Branch  of  the  Petition  feems  to  be 
founded  upon  that  Modeft  Opinion  of  ones 
felf,  which  is  almoft  natural  to  a  Wife  and 
Good  Man^  *  and  upon  that  Concern  for  Inno- 
cence and  Eternal  Life,  which  is  infeparablc 
from  a  true  Believer,  and  a  good  Chriftian. 
Such  a  One  cannot  butfhink  it  very  reafon- 
able  to  befeech  God,  that  neither  the  De- 
vil, nor  the  World  may  be  let  loofe  upon 
him  to  try  his  Conftancy,  and  that  he  may 
have  no  Occafion  to  grapple  with  Temptati- 
ons, which  have  overborn  Great  and  Excel- 
lent Perfons  heretofore,  that  he  may  not  be 
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furprizM,  2isLot^  ^  David  and  Peter  wcK^ 
Men,  who  had  fo  ftrong  k  Faith,  and  fo  firm 
a  Virtue,  that  his  Condition  in  this  World 
may  be  fo  ordcreiby  divine  Providence,  as 
that  his  Duty  may  become  more  cafie ;  and 
his  State  toward  God  more  fafe,  than  Great 
Temptations  will  allow  ^  that  in  all  his  Try-^ 
als  his  Strength,  or  rather  his  Weaknas 
^may  be  confidered,  that  he  may  be  fletthrt 
furpriz'd  with  the  too  great  SuddeneCs,  m^ 
overborn  by  the  unnfual  Force,  nor  tir*d 
out  by  the  long  Continuance  and  Importu- 
nity of  Temptations,  whether  to  Ptide  and 
Voiuptuoufhefs,  and  Uncleannd[s>  or  tolrn* 
patience,  and  Difcontent,  and  Revenge,  ot 
to  Apoflacy  from  God  and  Truth. 

And  thus  much  concerning  the  fermeir 
Branch  of  the  Petition* 

0*  The  feconJ^  But  deliver  us  fitm  Evil^ 
fignifies  the  fame  Thing  with  the  former^ 
and  fomething  more  t  The  fame  things  be. 
caufe  the  words  are  fo  general,  that  they 
will  include  this  meaning  of  being  delivered 
from  great  and  hazardous  Temptations,  but 
fomething  more,  inafmuch  as  the  ^eatet 
Evil  is  tofall  under  Temptations,  whethet 
they  be  greater  or  leflen  Take  it  in  the  for- 
mer Senfe,  and  the  Petition  is  to  be  under- 
flood  of  that  which  I  noted  before,  that  is 
of  God's  choofing  that  for  our  Portion  in 
this  Life,  which  he  fees  is  beft  for  our  Spirit 
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tufiil  State,  and  Impfevement;  '«ricl1iis  re- 
moving from  us  whatever  he  fees  does  hdt 
ftand  with  it.  ^It  is  like  wife  to  be  arider- 
flood  of  thofe^nbiimepaWe  Way^  of-PftjVi- 
denee,  by  which' Goitf  keeps  goad  i  Men  frtnh 
fuiidry  Temptations,  ^rtiat'WouM-b^lthbH!, 
if  he  did  not  intcrp^e,'  and  by  MeaYis  fi>me- 
times  difcernible  and  fobetimes  indi(cenia- 
bleby  us,  over-rtile  thofe  Things,  in  whidi 
fli6y  are  concerned.  Take  itin  the  iktec 
S^e  for  kee];»ng  us  from  falting^by^^  ^Teiap- 
tations  when  they  ^lappen,  WeiaWs.  %o  an- 
derftand  the  Petition  klfo  of  the  gelfild  Pro- 
vidence of  God  Without  us  ^  arid  ef  tife 
Motions  and  Operations  of  bis  iMi6»}y  Spirit 
within  us,  whereby  he  upholddtfe,  add  pre- 
ferveth  tfaofe  fhat  truft  inhim-fn  the  time'bf 
their  Tryals.  God  delivers  Men  by  his 
Providences  virithout  them,  which  are  vciy 
Confiderable  in  this  Cafe,  fometimes  by-tbe 
good  Examples  of  other  Men  at  ^  fame 
Hme,  arid  under  the  fame  CirciMriftances; 
fenaetiities  b^  the  faithful  AdviteoftfFrJend, 
fometiined  the  ftafonaWe  Prefence  of  -a  good 
Man,  fometimes  a  fudden  Change'  in  thelc 
Fortunes,  anddiverfe  unforrfeen  Acddents, 
Cafual  indeed  to  them,  but,  purpofely  Order- 
ed by  the  Wife  difpofal  of  G<jd,  preveiKing 
'their  being  led  away  by  the 'Tempt^ions 
that  ate  upon  them  j  and  therefore  in  this 
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Prayer  we  commit  our  fdves  to  the  good 
Providence  of  God^  which  by  luct  Means 
has  often .  kept  us  f rptn  falling,   that  he 
would  ftiU  go  on  to  uphold  ib  by  t^ofe  Ways, 
which  to  his  Wifiiom  fe^n  molt  requifit3qj 
By  the  Operations  of  his  hp^y  Spirit  within  vs 
lie  delivereth  us  from  £vi/  under  Temptation, 
when  he  fuggefteth  the  reafons  of  our  Du- 
ty, ^nd  reprefenteth  them  inore  clofely,  and 
maketh  ftrcmger  Imprefiions  of  them  npon 
.our  Minds  y  by  which  it  hath  qften  coioe  to 
.pafsi  that  good  Men  have  been  refcued  from 
.their  own  Paflions,  when  they  have  begun 
rtogrqw^wild,and  (avedf^om  failing,  when 
tlieywerfejufl;  upon  the  Brink  of  Danger: 
And  therefore  in  this  Prgyer^are  entreat  God, 
not  to  cafi  us  away  from -his  pr^fsncey  and 
:  take  his.  Holy  Spirit  from  vj,    that  he  would 
notfc^akeus,  when  we  are  in  mod  E>an« 
:  ger  of  forgetting  him^   that  his  Grace  ipay 
prevent  the  Surprilal,  when  the  Temptation 
is  fudden,  and  our  yielding,  when  it  is  vio- 
lent or  kmg,  and  that  we  may  never  be 
tempted  above  what  we  may  by  his  Grace  be 
able  to  bean  .   , 

Thus  much  concerning  the  Petition  it 
fclf. 

2.  The  Conjiderations  that  (hould  make  13 
Pray  againfl  Temptations  in  good  Earned, 
that  thofe  which  are  very  Great  may  not  be- 
ifal  usi  and  that  we  may  not  be  led  away  in- 
to 
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into  Sin  by  any ,  are  chiefly  Two4 
I.  The  great  Confequence  of  Bein^  over- 
come by  Temptations,  or  of  getting  the 
Better  of  theni. '  In  the  former  Cafe,  that 
IS,  if  we  are  prevailed  upon  to  do  what^  is 
tontrary  to  our  Duty,  the  beft  End  we  can. 
make  of  it  is  a  forrowfiil  Repentance,  which 
if  it  be  true,  brings  incomparably  more 
Trouble,  than  the  tranfitory  SatisfaQion  of 
the  (inful  AQ:  is  worth.  The  Advantage 
we  get  by  yielding  to  a  Temptation  is  gone, 
whatever  it  be,  when  a  Man  comes  to  re-- 
pent,  and  for  the  moft  part  long  before ;  all 
the  fenfual  Pleafure  fled  as  &fl:  as  it  was 
enjoyed ;  the  Revenge  was  fweet  no  longer 
than  the  Paflion  was  boiling  or  the  MaRce 
working,  which  if  a  Man  clears  not  his 
Mind  of)  to  the  Devil  he  muft  go.  And  as 
for  what  a  Man  gets  unjuftly,  that  is  to  be 
reftored  with  the  firft  Moment  of  true  Re- 
pentance* So  that  it  is  evidently  neceflary 
tor  our  own  Quiet  and  Ear©  in  this  Life  that 
we  enter  not  into  Temptation^  nor  fall  by  it, 
tho'  we  fuppofe  the  belt  MTue  of  Things 
when  we  do,  that  is,  that  we  do  repent 
and  reform.-  But  if  we  fuppofe  the  worfl:, 
that  a  Man  grows  more  and  more  eafy  to 
his  Lufts,  and  goes  on  to  yield  to  the  Devil, 
and  at  laftyf//j  up  the  Meafure  of  his  Iniquity^ 
that  which  follows  is  nothing  lefs  than  Fire 
unquenchable.  All  wicked  Men  win  at 
the  laft  Day  be  fentenced  to  everlafting 
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Punifhment  for  yielding  to  Temptation : 
There  is  that  \n  every  Man's  Sin;  there  is 
the  World,  or  the  Flefh,  or  the  Devil  in 
the  Cafe;  there  is  the  Allurement  of  Gain 
dr  Pleafure^'or  the  Enticement  of  Sinners, 
or  the  Vanity  of  complying  with  Fafliion 
and  Example,  tho*  of  the  worft  Men;  for 
fome  Sins  there  are,  fuch  as  common  Swear- 
ing and  Profanenefs,  which  the  Devil  can 
bait  with  no  other  Temptation,  but  fome 
there  is  to  all.  And  if  we  be  concerned  for 
the  End,  if  wb  would  not  hear  thofe  few 
but  fad  Words,  Go^ye  Curfedy  into  tverlaB^ 
ing  Burnings^  prepared/or  the  Devil  and  his 
Angels^  we  had  need  pray,  Lorcf,  head  w 
not  into  Tempt  at  ion^  lut  deliver  m  from 
Evil. 

2;  The  *Difficultyh  proportionably  great 
to  the  Concern,  and  is  a  farther  reafbn 
why  we  Ihould  ufe  this  Prayer  m  good  ear- 
i?eft. 

!•  IF wc  conCidcr  the  Variety  ^nd  Numier 
of  Temptations,  we  (hall  find  no  Age,. no 
Calling,  no  Place,  no  Condition  of  Life,  no 
Conftitution  of  Body  or  Mind,  is  free  from 
all  TemptarioDs.  Youth  is  follicited  by 
Pleafure  and  Wantonnefs,  and  riper  Years 
by  the  Cares  and  Pride  of  Life ^  Old  Age  by 
Difcontent  and  Spitefulnefs,  and,  to  the  per- 
petual Admiration  of  all  that  well  confider 
it^  by  Senflefs  Covetoufiiefs,  A  Calling 
gives  the  Opportunity  of  Dilhonefty,  and 
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hard  Dealing,  Griping  and  Oppref&on,  apd 
adminifters  Temptations  to  Falibood  and 
Lying.  A  free  Sangoine  Temper  is  apt  to 
run  out  tntp  Excefs,  and  that  which  we  call 
Good-nature^  into  Debauchery;  a  referved 
Difpofition  into  Sullennefs  and  Difcontentj 
and  ev^ry  Conftitudon  has  its  proper  Danr 
ger. ,  If  we  converfe  with  our  Friends,  wf 
are  in  ganger  to  be  led  a\yay  by  Flattery; 
if  with  our  Enemies,  of  nourifhing  Malice^ 
and  profecuting  Revenge.  Commendation 
is  apt  to  make  ps  vain,  and  Reproof  to 
make  us  angry,  and  Reproach  and  Conr 
tempt  to  fill  us  with  Hatred.  If  one  hath 
but  a  little  more  Wealth,  pr  Honour,  or 
Beauty,  or  Refpefik,  or  Knowledge,  than 
moft  People  have,  he  is  ready  to  be  lifted 
up  with  Pride,  and  when  he  fees  himfelf 
out-ftript  by  others  in  any  of  thefe  Refpeds, 
there  is  a  Temptation  to  Envy/  If  w;e  live 
in  Eafe  and  Plenty.,  and  have  little  to  do^ 
we  are  in  Danger  to  langfuifh  in  Sloth  and 
Idlenefc;  if  we  have  much  to  do,  then  Con- 
tention and  Frowardncfs,*  and  all  the  Vic^ 
of  Bufmefs  lie  in  wait  for  us.  The  very  In- 
ftability  of  our  Condition  in  this  jWorld,  . 
and  the  Changes  that  may  happen  in  it  for 
the  better  or  tor  the  worfe,  wiU  try  us  far- 
ther, and  fliew  us  to  our  felves.  Itisfome- 
thix^  hard  to  bear  Sicknefs  after  Jlong 
Healthy  and  to  fall  from  Wealth  into  Po- 
verty, Of  if  need  be,  to  take  uf  the  Crofs: 
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There  are  Temptations  that  naturally  arife 
frofti  a  Suffering  Condition,  and  the  very 
Change  is  one  of  it  fclf.  And  fo  it  is  on  th© 
other  fide,  When  a  Man  conies  into  Profpe* 
rity  ftrangely  and  unexpectedly,  why,  then 
Ltlxury,  and  Wantonnefs,  and  Pride,  and 
Forgetfolnefe  of  God,  do  more  eafily  befet 
hfrn.  In  z  word,  We  are  expofed  to  the 
'  Danger  of  divers  Sins  and  Lufts,  awd  every 
CMie  of  thefe  has  feveral  Temptations,  and 
one  Temptation  often  happens  to  mako 
another  ftrdnger.  We  are  befet  with  Daa* 
gers,  and  had  need  lay.  Lard,  fave  us,  or 
fife  we  ferijhy  and  had  need  be  very  cir* 
eumfpeft  our  felves. 

.2.  The  Coufiafic^  2Lnd  JJJidttity  o£  T^vcvp- 
tations  is  another  Argument  (hewing  the 
Difficulty  of  keeping  our  Ground,  and  the 
Neceffity  of  conftant  Prayer.  The  Temp- 
tation may  be  changed,  but  it  is  never 
quite  removed  *,  one  may  ^  off,  but  ano- 
ther comes  on  in  its  ftead ;  and  whiift  we 
are  in  the  )yorld  we  are  ftill  upon  Trial 
and  Pitfy.'  "V/e  have  not  only  many  Eoe* 
mje^^  but  fome  of  them  are  always  at  hand, 
and  ever  more  pr  lefs  bufy  and  urgent  upoa 
us ;  and  therefore  we  had  need  watch  and 
ftay,  A  Man's  Tahle  is  made  a  Snare  to 
hintf  and  that  which  is  for  his  Wealth  an 
OceafioH  of  falling.  While  he  fufpeds  no 
Danger,  he  is  betrayed  into  Excefs.  If  he 
be  full  of  Bufinefs  he  is  expofed  to  Irreligi-. 
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on,  Covetoufnels,  and  Anger.    If  he  be  gi- 
ven to  Company  he  is  apt  to  be  led  away 
into  evil  Speakings  he  has  his  Tongue  to 
bridle,  his  Appetites  and  Paflions  to  manage, 
under  the  Temptations  of  foolifli  Mirth  or 
uncharitable  Cenfures,  and  all  the  Vices  of 
Converfatiop;    And  there  is  the  greiater 
Danger  of  offending  in  fome  of  thefc  Kinds 
every  Day  we  live,  becaufe  we  are  not  apt 
to  fufpeft  the  Danger.    Laftly,  we  have 
depraved  Natures  of  our  own,  not  perfeftly 
reftored  even  in  the  befl:  l^en,  fo  long  as 
they  carry  about  thera  thefe  mortal  Bodies. 
Our  outward  Senfes  are  not  only  ready 
ever  to  let  in  Temptation^  but  our  Imagi- 
nation to  entertain  it^  and  our  Reafpn  is 
not  ever  awake  to  oopofe  it,  and  to  throw 
.  it  out  again.    And  oefides  this,  the  Scripi^ 
ture  acquaints  us,  that  we  are  befec  with  a 
very  fubtil  and  malicious  Adverfary,  the 
Devil,  who  goeth  about  lih  a  roaring  Lion^ 
feeking  whom  he  may  devour;  which  Ex- 
preffion  is  defigned  only  to  note  his  fierce 
and  ravenous  Defire  to  deftroy  us ;  but  his! 
Approaches  are  withal  as  fly  and  imperCep* 
tible  as  the  creeping  of  a  Serpent*,  he  is  bu- 
fy  with  us  when  we  think  not  of  him ;  we 
are  doing  his  Work,  and  yielding  tp  h» 
Suggeftions,  when  we  think' of  nqtBing  elfe 
but  gratifying  a  Luft,  or  an  unreaforfable 
Appetite  of  our  own,  or  a  Companion,  or 
^  f^lfe  Friend.    Upon  all  thefe  Accountsit 
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l?choveth  us  to  look  well  to  our  fehcs,  and 
to  praj^  in  good  carneft  that  we  may  not 
be  icd  into  Temptation,  but  delivered  frcwn 

:  J*  I  am  to  add  fomething  concerning 
the.  Qualifications  that  are  necdTary  to 
malce  a  Man  fincere  in  praying  to  be  deli>- 
vered  from  Temptation. 

I.  He  muft  have  a  modeft  and  hnmhle 
Opinion  of  himfelf  he  muft  be  fenfible  of 
his  own  Dangers  and  Difficulties^  and  his 
Inability  to  prevail  againft  them,  wiehdut 
the  fpfecial  Grace  of  God.  'Tis  in  this  Senfe 
true  too  thai  Pride  goeth  hefore  a  Fally  as 
well  is  in  that  which  the  wife  Man  princi- 
pally  meant.  He  that  fufpeds  not  himfelf, 
that  is  overweening  and  confident,  that  ap- 
prehends no  greater  Danger  than  an  ordi- 
nary Care  will  prevent,  may  piay  to  God 
to  deliver  him  from  Temptation,  but  can- 
not well  be  fuppofed  to  intend,  or  fo  much 
as  to  underftand,  what  he  fays,  becaufe  this 
Petition  implies  that  Earneftnefs  which  he 
wants^jl  and  that  Apprehenfion  of  Danger 
which  i»  has  nothing  of; 
-  2w  He  muft  h2LVcafirm  "Belief  and  TruSf 
in  theQrace  and  Providence  ofGody  he  muft 
hekrtily  acknowkdge  the  bver-niliog  Pro- 
videftce  of 'God  in  all  Things-  that  happen 
to  liimy  and  not  look  upon  himfelf  as  left 
to  order  and  difpofe  his  own  Affairs^  and  to 
fhift  for  himfelf  as  well  as  he-can*  without 
^  '    \  the 
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the  Interpofal  of  afuperior  Diredion  and 
Goviernirient,  as  to  tiiofe  Events  that  befal 
him;  he  .rauft  heartily  believe  that  the 
Cburfe  of  this  World  is  not  merely,  c^rrie^ 
on  by  natural  Caufes,  and  the  Free-will  of 
Man,  but  that  from  the: beginning  of  dl 
Things  to  the  End  of  them  God  has  inter- 
pofcd  to  over-rulc;  the-  Courfe  of  Nature, 
and  the,  Indinatrons  of  free  Agents,  for  the 
Benefit  of  good  Mcn>  and  for  the  Puniflv 
meat  of  die  Wicked,  and  the  bringing  Good 
out  of. Evil;  without  this  -Belief  of  Divine 
Providence  no  Man , can  fay  this  Prayer 
with  Faith,  which  is  particularly  necegary 
to  the  Ufe  of  this  Petflion.    But, 

J.  It  is  anindifpenfable  S^fiUficafioH  to- 
wards the  faying  of  this  Prayer  in  good 
earneftj  or  with  any  reafonable  Scufe  and 
Meaning,  that  w^  mr  [elves  he  mofl  wil- 
ling and  defirwf  tQ  hep  Innofieme^  ^nd  ta 
do  the  thing  thrt  .i9.:go<fdi  for  otherwil^ 
how  can,w«  in  good  eal-neft  defire  the  Con- 
currence of  God'i  Providence  and  Grace  to- 
wards this  End?  Now  this  Sincerity  is  |0 
be  ekpceffed  by  a  gcnfci'al;  Care  of  doing 
what  )Ke  can  to;  c0n|;ribUtP  tQWftrds  it. 
More  particularly,  .  - 

i.  ItL  being  carefiflm  po  Mourmnds 
dwell  Mfon  evil  Thott^fs  affdlmaginatiofis^ 
for  thefe  tend  to  corrupt  oUf  Wills  and  Af- 
(baions,  and  then  they.ai'e  ready  to  break 
out  into  bad  Praaices.    .H«  that,  pkys  with 
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wanton,  or  ambitious,  or  covetous  Fancies, 
is  making  a  ftrong  Party  for  the  Devil 
againft  himfelf  all  the  while.  It  is  not  good 
to  let  our  Minds  run  upon  the  Wealth  or 
Advantages  of  other  Men,  for  that^s  a  be-^ 
ginning  of  Envy  ^  we  are  to  watch  and  fray 
that  we  enter  not  into  Temftation^    To 
watch  is  to  be  curious  in  preventing  Tcmp^ 
tation  from  rifing  within  our  felves,  and  he 
that  doth  not  thus  watch  over  himfelf,  is 
not  in  a  Condition  to  pray  that  God  would 
watcR  over  him,  unlefs  he  would  have  God 
try  whether  he  cannot  difpoffefs  our  Minds 
of  foolifti  and  wicked  Thoughts,  tho-  we 
our  felves  take  Pleafure  in  them,  and  do 
what  we  can  to  nourilh  and  keep  them 
there.  - 

2.  We  mull  be  alfo  careful  Our  felves  t9 
avoid  all  Temptations  to  Sin  as  much  a&  may 
he^  as  Idlenefs,  which  is  a  general  Tempta^ 
tion,  and  not  only  that,  but  a  Sin  in  it  felf^ 
and  then  too  all  other  particular  Temptati- 
ons, which  we  know  by  Reafon,  or  by  Ex* 
perience,  or  by  Exathple,  that  it  is  hard  feyr 
us  to  refift.    A  Man  that  is  apt  to  be  too 
Eafy  in  complying  with  his  Companions, 
muft  run  away  from  the  Drunkard,  and  he 
"  that  i$  ^pt  to  be  angry  mufi  have  a  care  of 
provoking  any  firft,  and  converfc  as  little  as 
he  can  with  thofe  that  are  apt  to  provoke 
him.    An  Eve  that  b  given  to  wandei-  muft 
pot  be  trufted  in  all  Plac(?s.    We  muft 
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avoid  a)l  Things  that  will  make  our  Duty 
h^rd  to  us.  And  by  this  you  may  know 
whether  the  Man  be  averfe  from  the  Sin : 
JDoes  he,  or  does  he  not,  love  the  Tempta- 
tion to  it  ?  If  he  does  not,  he  will  avoid  it; 
if  he  does,  how  can  he  defire  God  to  refcuc 
him  from  Temptation,  when  he  voluntari- 
ly runs  upon  it? 

J.  We  milft  alfo  confider  what  our  Proper 
Temptations  are^  that  is,  in  what  Inltances 
w^  are  moft  likely  to  mifcarry;  and  this 
every  Man  may  un^erftand,  who  thinks 
It  worth  the  while  to  look  over  hk  pad 
Anions ;  for  if  we  do  not  know  our  own 
temper^  yet  we  may  eafiily  underftand  what 
pur  Praaice  has  been,  wherein  we  have, 
and  that  not  once  or  twice,  but  frequently 
pifcarried,^  and  that  will  Ihew  us  the  Fail- 
ing and  Faultinefe  of  our  Temper  alfo>  and 
confequently  what  thofe  Temptations  and 
Occafions  of  Sin  are  that  are  principally  to 
be  avoided  by  us*  To  refled  upon  a  I^n's 
Pafl:  Converlation  cannot  indeed  make  the 
Evils  he  hath  wrought  not  to  have  been^ 
but  it  may  hinder  die  like  for  the  future^ 
by  making  him  cautious  againft  thofe 
Snares  and  Temptations  that  he  has  been 
caught  by  heretofore.  And  he  that  has  not 
this  Concern  upon  him  to  know  what  his 
greateft  Danger  is,  can  have  no  ferious  De- 
pre  to  ^void  it  ^  and  he  fpeaks  Word^  ij^itb* 
*'  "^  out 
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out  ^\^ilig  Meahing  to  them,  when  hie  de- 
fires  God  to  deliver  him  from  Temptation. 

4V  H^  that  ufeth  this  Petition  fincerely, 
mufl:1>e  fappofed  ^Ifb  to  arm  bimfelf  againft 
TemPtMk?fts\  which  he  cannot  reafonahly 
dvotdi  ^tiA  to  fortify  himfelf  againft  them 
belbre^arid  by  farticuUr  Refolution.  If 
he  knows,  for  inftance,  how  apt  he  k  to 
let  gp  hisXjuard  of  hintifelf  when  he  falls  in 
amoi^ft  drinking^  Gompanions,  he  muft 
provide  hiirifelf  with  a  firm  Purpofe  before- 
hand' that  he  will  not  exceed  fuch  a  Mea** 
fore;  he  muft  not  venture  hirftfelf  upoA  A 
general  Iritentk)n  of  Sobriety  till  he  has  at-- 
tained  an  Habit  of  Sobriety,  and  mended 
the  vei^y  Frame  and  Cohftitution  of  his 
Mind  by  freqiieilt  Afts  of  well-doing.  *  And 
rfie  fame  I  fay  of  all  other  Occafions  of  rer 
isftih^  Temptations  that  we  have  reafon  to 
thinl?  hazardous; 

To  conclude.  No  Ma  A  can  earneftly 
ftay^  againft  X^mptitton ,  who  does  not 
watch  ^gzin^  it  too.  For  this  is  a  true 
Rule;  as  to  all  the  Prayers  we  offer  up  tp 
God  for^ny  Blefling  or  good  Thing  in  be- 
half of  our  felves  or  othfers,  that  by  thefe 
Very  Prayers  we  prcteftd  to  promife  to  God 
Aat  we  win  contribute  towards  the  Effefl 
is  far  as  ^  can ;  and  thercfoi^e  if  there  be 
lio  fuch  Pcr^niance,  our  Prayer  is  no  betr 
Icr  than  the  Prayer  of  an  Hypocrite. 
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The  Eighth  and  laft  Sermon  on  the 

lord's  PJLAYER. 


M  A  T  t  H.  VI.  xiii. 

for  thine  is  the  Kjngdomj  and. the  Power;^ 
and  the  Glory ^  for  e/ver.    e4men* 

WHen  I  began  to  explain  to  you  the 
Lora^s  Prayer^  the  feveral  Petition 
of  which  I  have  no\y  gone  thro\  I  f^ieww 
you  in  difcourfing  of  tfie  Form  of  Invoc^i- 
on  wherewith  it  is  b^gun,  viz.  Our  father^ 
i^c.  how  proper  it  is  jfor  Prayer  in  the  ge* 
oeral,  and  for  this  Prayer  in  {articular.  Fop 
whofe  Honour  fhould  we  be  more  cpncerhj- 
ed  for  than  o\iv  Fathers'?  And  therefore  we 
pray,  that  the  Name  o£  God  may  be  hallow- 
ei,  and  that  his  Peerlefs  Majefly  may  be 
ackAoy/iedged  by  all  Men^  and  that  nothing 
may  be  profaned  or  irreverently  ufed  which 
relates  to  his  Worfhip.  What  Kingdom  or 
Government  fhould  we  defire  conftantly 
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the  Advancement  of  more  than  of  a  Pater* 
nal  Kingdom,  where  there  is  Righteoufnefe, 
and  Godlinefe,  and  Juftice,  and  Charity? 
And  this  we  defire  when  we  fay,  Thy  Kjng^ 
dam  come.    To  whom  is  Obedience  more 
naturally  due  than  to  a  Father?  And  there- 
fbife  we  pray,  Thy  Will  he  done  on  Earth  as 
it  is  fn  Heaven.    Upon  whom  do  Children 
depend  but  upon  their  father^.    And  our 
Lord  bath  taught  us  to  ask  of  God  our  dai- 
h  "Bread.    What  is  more  proper  for  an  of- 
lending  Son  than  to  arife  and  go  to  his  fa^ 
ther^  and  fay ^  I  hav^  finned?  And  our  Lord 
harti  taught  us  to  beg  of  God  the  Forgive- 
neft  of  our  Trefpaffes.    Laftly,  It  is  upon 
this  Ground  that  we  alfo  beg  of  him  Pro- 
teftion  and  Pefence  againft  our  Spiritual 
^Enemies,   that  we  may  not  be  led  into 
Temftation^  but  delivered  from  Evil.    AH 
this  is  the  more  confiderable,  becaufe  we 
do  bv  thefe  Petitions  e^^^ref^,   as  fer  as 
Words  can  do  it,  the  Duty  we  owe  to  our 
heavenly  Father^  viz.  in  thefirB  our  Reve- 
rence to  his  Majefty,  in  thefecond  our  Love 
to  his  Goodnefs,  in  the  third  our  Subjedioil 
to  his  Authority,  our  Obedience  to  his  Com-* 
mands,  in  the  fourth  Our  Dependance  upon 
his  Providence,  Care  and  Bounty,  i>  the 
fifth  our  Hope  in  his  Mercv,  and  our  Belief 
of  his  Promifes;  in  the  laH  our  TruQi  in  his 
Power  and  Wifdom.    And  the  Importance 
of  tbefe  feveral  Petitions  doth  not  only  re* 
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quire  our  Earneftnefe  and  ImpDrtunity  ia 
praying,  as  I  have  Ihewn  you  all  aiongy  but 
the  Cbnfideration  of  this^  that  God,  who  is 
«r  Father^  doth  encourage  us  thereto.  . 

I  fhall  now  fhew  you  that  the  Cto/e  of 
this  Prayer  is  of  like  Ufe  with  the  Begining 
ofitfFor  thine  is  the  Kjngdom^and  the  Power ^ 
^nd  the  Glory ^  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 
^i.  Concerning  God's  Kjngdom.  In  the 
Explication  of  tbe  fecond  Petition  I  Ihewed 
you  the  feveral  Notions  of  God's  Kingdom 
m  Scripture.  That  which  belongs  to  this 
Place  is  the  firft  that  I  then  mentioned^ 
viz.  God's  rightful  Sovereknt]^  over  all  the 
World,  as  when  the  ^mmGi  fays.  Bis 
Kjngdom  ruleth  over  all;,  this  could  not  be 
meant  in  the  Petition,  becaufe  the  Kingdom 
there  mentioned  is  that  which  we  pray 
may  come^  that  is,  the  farther  Succeis  of 
the  Gofpel,  and  the  Confummation  of  all 
in  the  Kingdom  of  God's  Glory.  But  here 
where  we  acknowledge  abfolutely  theKjf^^ 
dom  to  be  God's,  we  can  underftand  no- 
thing but  his  Sovereign  Rule  and  Authority 
over  all. 

2.  The  Power  is  his  Omnipotence,  which 
is  of  a  diftinft  Confidcration  from  bare  Au- 
thority and  Right  to  govern.  The  Mean- 
ing is,  that  God's  Authority  over  all  Things 
is  not  only  unqueftionable,  which  is  what 
we  mean  by  his, Kjngdom^  but  that  be  caa 
do  what  he  pleafes  in  all  Tlaces  of  his  Do^ 
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irrefiftiWe. 

I.  The  Glory  is  that  Praifc  and  Thanks 
which  are  due  to  him  for  all  that  we  have 
received,  or  hope  to  receive,  from  his  bounty 
and  Goodnefs*  He  that  offer eth  Praije 
glorifieth  me. 

Finally^  Whereas  it  is  faid,  For  thine  is  the 
Kjngdowj  andthePower^  and  the  Glory ^th^ 
Meaning  is,  that  we  ask  thefe  Things  of 
God,  we  make  thefe  Requefts  to  him,  be- 
caufe  he  is  Lord  over  All^  becaufe  he  is  Al- 
mighty, and  becaufe  all  Praife  Js  due  to 
him.  Whereby  you  may  perceive,  that 
that  which  remains  for  me  to  fhew  is,  how 
our  Requefts  are  enforced  by  thefe  Confi- 
derations,  Ki'hat  reafon  they  contain  why 
we  fliould  pray  earneftly,  and  hope  to  pre- 
vail, only  it  muft  not  be  forgotten,  that 
we  are  to  take  m  the  Confideration  of 
God^s  being  our  Father^  and  to  add  it  to  all 
the  reft,  to  make  the  Reafon  ftrong ;  if  that 
be  left  out  there  is  little  Motive  in  the  reft^ 
or  none  at  all  ^  for  fet  this  aftde,  that  is^ 
the  Confideration  of  God's  Goodnefs  to  us, 
and  there  will  be  little  Encouragement  left 
to  ask  any  thing  of  him,  becau^  he  is  our 
Sovereign,  Almighty,  and  becaufe  we  arc 
to  pi-aife  him  when  we  receive  from  him. 
It  i^  therefore  nor  unobfervable  that  our 
Saviour  taught  us  to  call  God  Father  in  the 
beginningof  the  Prayer,  becaufe  this  is  that 
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Motnre  to  Prayer  which  gives  Fdrcc  to  ali 
the  reft.  *  I  talce  then  thefe  Things  'whicft 
we  afcribe  to  God  at  laft,  Kjngdom^  Tower^ 
and  Glory^  to  be  Explications  of  that  Claufe 
in  tne  beginning,  which  art  in  Heaven.  For 
Our  heavenly  father  is  as  much  as  to^  lay. 
Our  father^  whofe  Dominion  is  over  ath 
whofe  Power  is  irrefiftible,  to  whom  all 
Gtory  and  Praife  is  due;  and  therefore  in 
the  Conclufion  we  may  conceive  the  Dox* 
ology  to  run  thus:  "For  thba  art' our 
^^  Father^  whofe^  Kingdom  is  everlaffing, 
^^  whofe  Power  k  infinite,  and  who  only 
*^  art  worthy  of  all  poffible  Glory  ana 
«  Praife.**  I  doubt 'not  but  every  ohe  of 
thefe  Confiderations  is  applicable  to  enforce 
eirery  Requeft,  but  I  fhall  at  firft  obfervQ 
where  the  reafoil  is  moft  obvious. 

I.  When  we  ^-ay  that  the  N^me  of  God 
may  ^^  hallovoedy  that  is,  that  his  pwa 
moft  holy  Majefty  may  be  had  in  Rev©-' 
rence  and  due  Acknowledgment,  and  for 
his  Sake  all  Things  relatively  holy,  that  are 
feparated  for  his  SerViceji  may  be  reverently 
ufed,  we  have  not  this  only  to  enforce  the 
Earneflnefs  of  the. Requeft,  that  he,  whofe 
Honour  we  are  ^  tender  of,  is  our  Father^ 
but  fuch  a  Father  too  as  has.  abfolute  Do* 
minion  over  u$,  becSufe  he  made  iis  and 
redeemed  us,  whieh  our  Earthly  Parents 
could  not  do  for  us,  whofe  Right  to  us  ii 
therefore  limited  and  bounded,  who  withal 
t  has 
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has  irrefiftible  Power,  but  yet  will  do  no^ 
thing  but  what  is  good,  to  whom  Ukewife 
we  owe  Thanks  for  every  Bleffing  that  wd 
fcnjoy.  .We  are  niuch  indebted  to  our  Earth- 
ly Parents,  but  not  for  all,  *tis  only  our  hea- 
venly Father  to  whom  al]  Glory  is  due,  and 
therefore  we  are  much  concerned  ijo  be. 
careful  of  his  Honour,  who  enjoy  nothing 
that  is  good  but  we  muft  own  him  to  be 
biir  BenefeQor  in  it. 

2.  When  we  pray  that  the  Kjngdom  of 
6od  may  come^  that  is,  that  the  Gofpel 
may  prevail^  What  fliould  make  us  (incere* 
m  iifing  this  Petition,  by  fubm^itting  our 
felves  to  him  firft  of  all,  and  earneft  m  de- 
firing  that  all  other's  may  do  (b  tod,  if  This 
cannot,  that  his  Sovereignty  over  us  b  ab« 
folute  and  infinite,  and  yet  that  Kjngdom^ 
which  we  pray  may  come^  is  not  founded 
merely  upon  arbitrary  Will  and  Power,  "but 
fuch  Promifes,  and  that  Covenant,  which 
do  aim  at  our  Advantage  ?  Again,  Should 
it  not  make  us  earneftly  to  dedre  that  God^s 
kingdom  of  Glory  may  appear,  becaufe  he 
is  Almighty,  for  thin  we  know  all  Power 
being  taken  into  the  Hands  of  God  our  Fa- 
ther, if  we  be  counted  worthy  to  be  the  ChzU 
dren  of  that  his  Kjngdom^  we  fhall  be  ablb- 
lutely  fafe,  and  nothing  can  hurt  us?  Thine 
is  the  Power^  therefore,  O  God,  let  thy 
Kjngdom  come. 

J.  When 
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done  on  Earth  as  it  is  in  J^eaven^  ^'HQt  .this 

a  reafon  why  we  fliduld  do  fo,  becaiife Vhi^ 
'Authority  is  equal  ih^Heayen  and  iriEaVfh^ 
and  therefore  it  is  fit* his  Will  fliouJd.,^e 
obeyed  herie  as  it  is '  there  ?  His  Power  is 
the  fame  every  where.  ^  Apd  l^ftly,  His 
JSenefits  towards  us  merit  at.leaff  is;'^iAuch 
Glocy,  that.is,  Thanks  and  Praife,  as  hi| 
febodnefs  to  the  Angels  does  frbm^  them*. 

Let  us  go  to  the  other 
ftiore  direSly  regatrd  our 
vou  will  fee  the  fame  Arg 
ibrce  chern;    Give'  m  thi 
Bread.    For  we  are  /not  < 
dren,  and  may  therefore  o 
is  ever  ready  to  fupport  us,  biit  we  are  al- 
ways within  his  Jurlfdlftion  and'Doniini- 
Ons,  and  withal  he  is*  alvira 
our  Needs,  becauft  all  Pt?- 
Iiim;  and  by  what  Means 
JO*  be  fuffained  with  the  > 
ilife^  tl  diie  tb'hi 

ofeneth  :  and' fill 

^Bounty  et  thq  PI 

j^afda^         _      t.  fpeakin 
ewn-J5ja*.cience  fomuchls 
Jigion,*  WhenmyrFathfX'.tiM  pother  \ f or fa]^ 
^e^  the Lori^ idkeph nieupi  mIi.,.      ^cv'^ 
^r^^i^y^^  /^,;e?ar  Tr^j^ajfes^^as  wp  Jor^y^ 
themthat^i^^^^  TJiat  indifeci;-' 

ti'hibh  gfvcth  us  Confiden}:es/jO/rtjab35  thi$ 
^  ^  '  *  S   '  J?^ecjde% 
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Requeft,  is  God's  Promife  that  he  will  for- 
give upon  Repentance,  that  is,  his  Fatherly 
Compaflion  exprefTed  to  us  in  that  Promife. 
But  then  that  which  (houid  give  great  Ear- 
neftnefs  and  AiFeftion  in  making .  the  Re- 
queft, is  the  G)n(ideration, 

1.  Of  that  Supi^eme  Authority  which  wc 
have  violated  by  our  Sins. 

2.  Of  that  Aimightinefs  which, we  have 
provoked  againft- our  felves  by  them. 

3.  Of  that  Compaffion  and  Mercy  which 
has  put  us  under  Conditions  of  Pardon. 

So  that  if  we  prevail,  the  Benefit  indeed 
is  ours,  but  the  Glory  is  God's.  We  (hould 
moft  eameftly  pray  for  that,  which  when' 
we  receive,  our  utraoft  Thanks  become  due, 
nay,  they  become  due  before  wb  receive  it, 
becaufe  it  is  promifed  upon  thofe  CiPditions 
he  has  required.  Agaitt,  We  ^s^xit  ^ot- 
givencfs  oa  this  Condition,  that  We;  forgive 
others,  becaufe  God,  who  is  our  LaiWgiver, 
may  impofe  what  ConditiMistif: Pardon  he 
thinks,  fit,  and  therefore  we  do  not  pretend 
to  defire  Fot^ven^s,  but  upon  tbofe  Terms 
vrhlch  he  has  required  -,  and  if  we  obtain  it, 
fiill  1^  Glory  is  his,  who  has  fbrgiven  \m 
infinitely  more  than  we  can  pretend  to  for- 
give others  that  have  injured  us. 

Laitiy,  ixad  t$s  not  into  Tetnptation,  h^ 
detiver  ui  frdni  Evil.  Whidi  is  a  Requeft 
that  God  wouia  proportion  our  Trials  to 
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our  Strength,  and  by  his  Grace  ntake  all 
Temptations  vincible  by  us,  fo  that  we  may 
not  be  furpriied  by  the  Suddennefs,  or  fink 
under  the  Number,  or  be  vanquiflicd  by  the 
Greatnefs  of  them,  and  thereby  contrad  far- 
ther Guilt.  This  is  a  Petition  mpft  proper 
to  be  made  to  hiin,  whofe  Dominion  and 
Providence  is  over  all  Things,  who  knows 
what  we  are  able  to  bear,  and  is  able  to  pro- 
portion our  Trials  accordingly,  and  to  whom 
we  are  to  afcribe  the  Praife,  if  we  do  (land  ' 
in  the  Time  of  Temptation. 

To  take  the  Meaning  of  thcfe  Claufes  of 
the  Lord's  Prayet  in  Ihort. 

We  do  here  prdfefs  to  ask  thefe  Things  of 
God,  becanfe  they  are  Requcfts  fit  to  be  of* 
ferc4  to  Godonly,  diat  is,  to  our  Heavenly 
Father,  whofe  «  the  Kingdom^  the  Po^er^ 
and  the  Qhtf,  who,  bccaufe  he  is  our'Fa- 
ther,  is  Ready  to  ^rant  thefe  Requefts,  and 
becanfe  he  is  our  Heavenly  Father,  is  Able 
to  giant  them,  and  of  whom,  and  at  whofe 
Hands,  becaufe  he  is  both,  it  is  moft  fit  and 
p^er  ftn'  us  to  requeft  thcfe  Thii%s* 

The  Sum  of  all  is  this. 
■  1.  ft  is  the  Scnfe  o£  God's  Sovereignty 
and  Power,  and  that  Glory  which  is  due  to 
him  from  his  Oieatures,  which  muft  make 
us  ask  thefe  Things  earneltiy. 

■2»  It  is  the  Senfe  of  thefe  Things  which 
.  h  the  bell  Means  of  making  ow  Pxayers  ef- 

S  a  fedual 
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fedual  and  prevalent  with  Gocl ;  for  he  that 
fubmits  hirafelf  .to  the  Authority  of  God, 
and  trufts  in^  his  Power,  and  receives  bis 
Bleffin^  with  Gratif ikJc  and  Praife,  and  aU 
this  accounting  God  to  be  a  Father,  that  is, 
kind  and  gracious  to  his  Greatures,  may  be 
fure  that  his  Prayers  will  never  mifs  of  Ac^ 
ceptance  and  Reward  y  and  when  they  preJ- 
vail  for  thati,  they  prevail  for  the  Effeft  of 
our  Requeft. 
•  .    I  have  now  done  with-  the  ExpUcatim  of 
the  Lord's  .Fray en .  i 

But  it  is  at  lafl  very  a  for  you  and  me 
to  confider,  what.our  Lord  hath  annexed  to 
one  of  the  Petitions  of. this  Prayer,  in  the 
two  folliOwlng^Verfes.  For  tfyeforgi\)t  Men 
their  Trefpujfes^your  hesvenly  Father  mU  alfo 
forgive  you. ,  Butifyefof^ve  not  Mm  their 
Trejpapsj  neither  wiS,  ymr  Father  forgive 
your  Tr^JpaJfes^  Which  yoa  fee  dfre^ly  be- 
longs tOr  one  of  the  Petiticms  of  this  Prayct, 
vl^.  Forgive  m  our  Debts ^  as^wefxnpve-otur 
Debtors.  The  Repetition  of  thia  Matter, 
and  of  this  only,  aifgues  the  great  Wei^t 
of  it.    Let  me  therefore, 

I.  Put  you  in.  mind  that  tWs  is  the.only 
Petition  which  our  Saviour  t^es  express 
Notice  of,  by  reputing  that  which  belongs 
to  ity  and  therefore  we  may  be  fure  this  is  a 
Petition,  where  every  particular iPerlbn  is 
cxtrao^dinanfy  concerned  to  h^veit  granted^^ 
r  •;  nay^ 
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nay,  generally  Men  are  defirous  to  be  ifor- 
'given,  who  do  not  much  regard  the  EffeSt 
of  the  other  Petitmtjs-  ^nd  methinksJ  need-r 
ed  not  to  have  taken  any  Pains,  tho*  I  did 
So^  to  cdnvince  any  Man  how  much  it  ftands 
him  ini'hSfid  to  ofc^in  God*$  Plardon. 

7.  It  is  farther  obfeifvable,  that  this  is  the 
only  Bstition  in  the  Lor3*ts  Prayer,  to  which 
there  is  a  Condition  exprefly  belonging  when 
Ve  uffe'it.  I  think  you  muft  neefls  take  :no- 
tice  that  Ithere  is  a  Fromife  on  oar  Parrs  im- 
plied m  th^  all,  without  which  W5e  eanncSt 
i)e  faid*  t^  ask  fincerely  5  as  for  Inftance,'  in 
thfc  lift*  Petition,  whefl  W€  pray,  Lead  us 
not  tMd' Temptation^  we  db  in  effed  promife 
that  «ra  will  not  lead  our  felves  into  ki^  and 
in  theiburth,Git;^  us  this  Day  ouP-doHyBf^aJ^ 
the  M^irting  of  this  Petition  implies,  that 
We  ^fll^honeftly  endeavour  to  get  the  Ne-^ 
Ceflities^  of  Life,  and  fo  in  the  reft.  Bat 
tioW  in  this  Petition  the  Condition  is  plainly 
exprefTed,  and  we  plainly  4ind  exprefly  tie 
our  feive6  to  itj  we  defire  to  be  forgivfeiy 
only  a^  we  forgive  others;  ^     '  ;   ^ 

3.  This' Condition  is  not  only  fully  ex^ 
prefTtd  in  thd  Prayer,  and  expreil^d  in  that 
Petition  only,  but,  befide^  that,  it  is  alfo  re- 
peated  immediately  after  the  Prayer.    AocJ, 

4-  It  is  not  only  barely  ipcpeajted,  bu$  ur- 
ged two  Ways.  -    f     ' 
f  ■              ■         <!  ~  .    ,.  By 
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1.  By  aflirimug  the  Efficacy  of  the  Re- 
queft,  if  the  Condition  be  fulfUkd.  ,  tfje 
forgive  Men  their  TreJ^ajfffSf  your  k^atfiafy 
Father  vill  forpve yfiUi    '  -.  ■  .. 

3..By  denying  that  the  Reqtteft  will  ajt 
all  avail,  if  the  .CoOditiwi  be  not  fftlfilled. 
But  if  ye.  forpv«  ^of'  Mfin  their  Tr^Jpaffes, 
neither  .will  youp  Faihfir  forgive  youf  itef* 
pafes. 
.  5.  That  cftir;  SavioMf,:  dpth  p^^icularly 
apply  the  .Confideiration  of.GodV  bpiflg  our 
Fatker  to  the  enforcing  both  of  the  Re^u^ft^ 
and  of  the  Condition,  belonfgiilg  to  it.  Td 
the  Requeft,  that  'tb  our  Father  Whom  we 
ask  Forgivenefs  of,  and  therefore  i$  not:  wil- 
ling to  deny  it,  if  we  be  qqalifed  for  Par- 
don. And- to  the  Condition,  thi»c  tho'  he  is 
pur  Father,  yet  he  will  not  pardott  if  we  do 
xtot  fotgive  from  our  Heart f.  To' ^idi 
may  be  added  alio,  that  our  Tranf^eflicns 
are  faid  to  be  againft  the  Father,  that  i8»  ouz 
hravenly  jpather,  and  therefore  more  aggra< 
vajted  than  thofe  we  mufl;  foi^ive,  whidi  are 
committed  by  one  Sinner  againft  atu>ther. 

6*  I  pbferve,  that  this  i§  the  only  Qtali- 
fication  pf  a  .good  Qhriftian,  to  which  the 
Promife  of  Pardon  4s  particularly  annexed, 
and  without  which  a  JB^an  cannot  have  rea« 
fonable  Hopes  of  God*8  Pardon.  From 
whence  thefe  two  Things  are  farther  re- 
markable.. '. 
"  /■     "'              ''"'  ■"    "        %,  That 


Digitized 


by  Google 


Serm.X.  our  f$rgi'um£  others.    %6^ 

I.  That  where  there  is  this  Divine  Tem- 
per of  Mind,  of  Readinefs  Xoforgwe^  as  we 
defirc  ,God  (hould  forgive  us,  that  is,  fpeedi- 
l/y  uuiverfaliy^  fincerdyy  andfo  as  to  tovt  w, 
and'  do  ua  Good,  not  according  to  the  ufual 
Way  of  Forgivenefs,  which  may  be  as  well 
called  Revenge,  when  Men  forbear  fome 
ICind  of  Revenge,  but  it  xaaiy  be  ufe  another^ 
or  at  leaft  will  not  do  Good  againft  Evil, 
where,  I  £17,  the  fonder  i%  there  dW  other 
Chriftian  Graces  are  fuppofed  to  be,  all  other 
Qiialificatipns  for  PardoQ  whatfoever.  Which 
you  have  no  leafon  to  wonder  at,  if  you  conr 
0der  this  Kind  o£  Forgivenefs,  vix,  which 
is  as  fincere  and  full  as  that  which  we  defire 
of  God,  tai»e  even  the  hardeft  Part  of  Chri- 
fiianity,  and  in  the  profeflii^  of  which  Men 
are  moft  willing  to  deceive  themfelves,  in 
nctf  forgiving  when  th^  fay  they  do  fo. 
Now  when  the  hardeft  is  done  for  God's 
Sake,  and  for  the  Sake  of  our  own  Souls, 
it  cannot  but  be  prefumed  that  the  reft 
which  he  requires  will  be  done  alfo.    But 
when  I  fay,  this  is  the  hardeft,  I  (peak  com- 
paratively to  other  Duties  j  but,  in  it  fclf,  | 
(hewed  you  by  plain  Argumrats  it  was  not 
^  hard,  as  angry  and  cQalicious  Men  make  it 
to  be. 

This  I  obferve  from  th<s  peculiar  Fromife 
of  Pardon  to  us  if  we  forgive,  which  you . 
cannot  ftpr  concerning  any  other  Virtue 
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"  -'2.  I.tJs  ferther'retakrkable,  that  whatever 
«iay'be  fwd  of  other  Sins-and  Otnliliotis,  as, 
i>/«.'th'af,  they  may  be  fo  qualified  as  to  be 
itorfftrlied  iSihs  of  Infirhiky,  and  fuchiasm^ 
fcie  cbtffiftent  with  a  State'  of'  Salvation',  ytc- 
no  fuch  thing  can  be  fiid  qf  not  forgiving  j 
whei^ewf  it  fis  fbuftcl,  it  'dc>e3'  dJ^ettly.  and 
?h^fli|iiy'^et  a  Maft  out  of  a  iStat^  df  Grace, 
and  a  Q)nditiori  of  felh^pardone^d;    What 
can  be  plainer  tha'n'thisii^/*  fOf^ve  nsP 
MB  Wetr^TrfJpafes^  neither  mUiour  IbeH' 
ijerily  father  forgive j&virTrejhaJpist 
'    LaJHj\'  I  oMerve  from  miff  RepeHtion, 
the  Pray^,  Fwgwtf  »/i{'^i  «tf 
It  Icare-a  tpaliGious  and.fpitefiil 
jfirig  it,  becalife  he  may  be  fen- 
3oth  not  forgive,  and  therefore. 
Petition,  tie  fliould  but  brrag  i 
limfelf,  rather  than':obtain  Par- 
,  our  Saviour,  left  a  Man  fhould 
be  tempted  to  think^  himfelf  fecure  if  he 
"lifed  not  the  Lord's  Prayer,  andfo.confe- 
quently  fays  riot  the  Petition,  has  plainly 
"made  his  Condition,  as  he  does  not  forgive, 
to  be  unpardonable ,   whether  lie  repeats 
thefe  Words  in  the  Lord's  Prayer,  or  whe-< 
thet  he  lets  theni  alone.    For  he  does  not 
fay^.If  ye  ufe  this  Petition  your  heavaily 
father  w^ill  not:  forgive  you,'unliefs  ye  fop»i 

give, 
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giye,  but  he  ^ys  abfolately.  If  y^  forgive 
not  J   neither  mil  jpur  Father  forgive  jour 

T^^^ff^B^^  . 

'  And  do  npt  think  that  this  is  a  jponditipn 
yoii'  m^ke  to,  your  f^Ives^  vhiph  you  may 
releafe  your  felves  of  when  you  pjeafe  ;  fojr 
f  tell  you  plainly  it  is  a  Condition  of  God's 
paaking,  apdypUriDuft^be  undcjrit,^  whethei:, 
yatt  like  it  or  not^ 

And  thus  n\ucH  concerning  our  Saviour's, 
repeating. '  what  h^  lias  taught  us  to  add  to 
that  Petition,  Forgive,  us^  which  I  have  tar 
ken  notice  of^  and  I  counted  I  could  not 
difcourfe,  fo,  fully  as  I  ought  to  do,  upon  that 
Petition  in  the  Prayer,  Forgive  us  our  Tref-. , 
paffeji^  fs  nye  forgive  t\>em  (hat  trefpafs 
againji  us  (thp'  I  infiftipd  upon  it  with  greaf 
Urgency  as  jt  cgfipe  in  order)  unjefs  towards 
the  Clofe  I  ui:^cd  thq  Petition  again  froin 
our  Lord's  Repetition  of  the  Cpndition  of 
p^tainiqg  it; 

;    ^nd  I  defire  you  to  add  tl 
iideratjbns  to  what  you  heard 
ing  the  Petition  it  fejf.  If  th 
^ay  bv  the  Grace  of  God 
not  pnjy  to  retrain  the  Angr 
from  doip^  of  Injuries,  whet 
Peed,  but  alfo  tq  conftrain  the  Injured  to, 
forgive;   tho*  the  Truth  is,  they  tijat.are; 
mod  forward  to  dp  ^vil  ate  the  hardeft  tq. 
forgive  any  Unkindnp^s  they  fancy  is  done 
'   \'     .      '  " *         iheiuV 
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them.  But  thcfe  Confiderations  will  fcrve 
on  both  fides  if  they  be  laid  to  Heart,  they 
will  make  you  to  forgive  and  love  one  ano^ 
ther,  as  you  defire  that  God  for  Chriji^s  Sake 
(hould  forgwt  jfou.  This  is  all  I  (hall  fay  to 
this  Matter. 

And  now  I  (hall  conclude  tbi^  Difeourja 
upon  the  Lord's  Prayer  with  two  Obfervati- 
ons,  one  concerning  the  Brajer  it  felfy  the 
other  concerning  our  Ufe  of  it. 

Concerning  the  Prayer  itfeJf  viz,,  that  it 
is  a  full  and  copious  Prayer,  not  only  conr 
taining  much  Senfe  in  few  Words,  but  fo 
containing  it,as  to  give  us  a  Scheme  of  PraSi^ 
cal  Religion  in  thofe  very  Words  whereof  the 
Petitions  confift;  and  therefore  it  will  not 
be  eafily  forgotten,  what  Things  have  ne- 
verthelefs  been  faid,  even  of  the  hordes  Praji^ 
er^  by  pretended  Spiritual  Men,  that  fepa- 
rate  from  our  Q)mmunion,  efpeciajly  fey  long 
as  the  Pretence  goes  on  ftill.  According  to 
thefe  Men  the  Lord^s  Prajer  was  (bnd  is 
ftill)  a  Staff  for  the  Lame,  a  Form  to  thofe 
that  wanted  the  Spirit  of  Prayer,  Milk  for 
fuch  Babes  as  the  Difdples  were  when  our 
Lord  taught  them  to  pray,  and  might  ferV6 
well  enough  for  Childrens  Prayer,  till  they 
were  able  to  go  alone  without  Crutches.  86 
£r  as  thefe  and  the  like  wife  ExprcfTions 
^ere  levelled  againft  the  Lord's  Prajery  as  it 
^6  a  Form^  I  (hewecj  in  a  great  mcafure  thd 
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Vanky  of  them  in  fpeaking  to  the  Word^ 
When  ye  pray,  fay  Out  ¥^her.  But  fo  hx  as 
they  were  defigned  to  derogate  from.  :the 
Prayer,  as  5»d»  a  Fom^  I  coafidered  them 
notf  leaving  the  ExoeUency  of  the  Form, 
which  all  Chriftians  that  love  and  fear  God 
ihoulid  life,  to  be  coIle6:ed  from  the  ^ieral 
Petitions  of  it. 

I  think  I  may  fay  that  I  have  not  ftrain'd 
any  one  Pa^ge  in  this  t*rayer  beyqnd  the 
natural  Senfe  which  the  Words  themfebes 
offer;  and  I  believe  yop  will  confeft  that 
this  Prayer  does  abound  with  fuch  a;  Vabie->- 
ty  of  Requefts  and  Inftrudions  io.  anfwer 
all  our  Needs;  that  it  requires  much,  tfao' 
not  difficult  Confideratioh,  to  underftand 
them  thonmhly.  Can  we  believe  ttiere— 
.fi)re  that  thefe  Men  ever  qonfideccd  the  £x^ 
ceUent  Matter  of  this  Prayer?  Or  rather  is 
it  not  plain  that  they  are  luch  £(s  the  Aftoftle 
fpeaks  of,  who  Itnow  not  vobereofthey/^tmi 
They  talk  much  of  theu:  Spiritual  Gifts. 
Now  one  would  think  a  much  lower  De- 
gree of  them,  than  they  prttend  to,  n^i^c 
have  quaii^ed  tbun  to  confider  the  Profita- 
ble Variety  of  this  Prayer,  and  to  conclude 
|hat  there  is  an  ExoeUency  and  Loftinefs  ia 
it  above  the  Reach  of  Children,  dio*  there 
is  a  Flainnefs  in  it  top,  to  make  it  ufeful 
even  for  them.  But  furdy  it  is  not  for  the 
^redit  of  their  Way,  that  if  they  joia  mak^ 
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a  P«x)(felyt3e,  one  of  hisiirfl:  Spiritual  Attain:* 
ments  is  to  zorxttmaShe'Lordh  Vrayer. 

2..  .Concerning  the  life  of  this  Prayer.  I 
do  :iK)t -think  it  necefl&ry-for  every  Man  ^o 
li3iy^iaU  the  profitable^  Cbnfiderations  aP 
Qna0  prdimt  to  his  Mind  \  when  he  prays'^ 
Kvhidi  I'^have  oflferedv  to  you  .  from  thi$ 
Prayer,  and  there  is  good  reafbn  for  it;  fi)r 
I  do  ilbc  thiofc  it  pomble;  but  yet  I  fey  we 
ciufl:  ipt^'  with  Underfianding;  and  the 
gpnerd  Senfe  of  each  Petition  is  all  that  is 
abfoliitely  neceffary  to  be  apprehended  in 
ocder/to  .that  when  we  pray.  But  if  ybu 
ask  nie^v  To  what-  End  then  have  I  offered 
to  iyoju!  ^ofe  feverai:  particuiat  Explicatiohs  ? 
I  anfWerf  for  this  End^^  wz.  to  furnilh  you 
with'M^titadonS' wheA  you  do  not  pray;^  or 
before' i*jwi  pray;-  and*  this  will  nlake  ihe. 
Ufe  of  thd ''general  Petition  to  be  in  eflfeO: 
a  :Pitayer"fi>r  all  thofe  particular  Blefling^ 
tinder  it,  which  I  had\  in  my  Mind  b^or?. 
For  if  I  am  convinced  .that  all:  thefe  Pariti^ 
cukrsare  contained  under  the  general  Peti^ 
tion^niod^  are  to  bp  prayed  for^  wiiv,  J  pray 
for  every'  one  that  i  thoight  dt  iyefcwe, 
whenlxome  to.  tlie  general  Petition./  In 
like  manner  the  Motivei  to  Eamdftni^, 
whibh  I  urged,  areJto  be  confiderieA  before, 
ioimake  me  Eamefl;  and  if  I  am  fo^  when 
I  juay^  it  is  owing  to  tlKife  Confidetatkwisy 
iho'  many  cannot  well  be  m  my  Mind  ai^ 
Qf$c&  when  I  pray ,  only  if  there  be  one  efpe- 
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ckl  Grace  or  Bleffing  which  I  count  more 
neceflary  than  another,  or  if  I  am  to  cofli- 
fefs  any  Sin  more  particularly,  and*to  beg 
Pardon  of  it,  or  if  one  Confideration  hath 
mQre  Force  to  move  my  Affeftion  than 
others,  I  fhould  do  ^ell  t6  carry  thalt  along 
With  me  in  my  Mind,  to  fupport  my  Devo- 
tioi^  in  the  Aa. 

FinaUy^  Thofe  othar  Prayers  we  chufe 

for  Helps  to  Devotion,  fhould  qualify  us 

for  the^  Ufe  of  this ;  for  they  are,  or  at  leaft 

ought  to  be;  the  particular  Explications  of 

this.    And  becaufe,  even  when  we  have 

.been  as  particular  ia.  Prayer  as  it  is  requifite 

and  Gx.  for  us  to  be,  we  may  yet  have  feil'd, 

in  not  asking  many  Particulars,  we  fhould 

ufe  this  Prayer  of  our  Lord  more  frequently 

and  fervently,  having  TAw  need  fo  to  do, 

left  otherwife  wc  mifs  of  fomc  Neceflary 

Grace  for  not  asking;  whereas  in  the  Lord*s 

VrayervifG  ask  all  that  is  Needful. 
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SERMON  XI. 

Of  Religious  Fafting. 

<i      I    J     r  f>       I  I  1    J        I      I    '  I  ■!  r 

MATTH.  VI.  xvi. 

Moreover^  whefijefdfi,  he  not  as  the 
Hyfocrites^ — 

IN  this  Exhortatic^  of  our  Saviour  it  h 
implied  that  Faftteg  is  a  Duty,  that  is^ 
that  tnere  is  a  Religious  Faft  required ;  and 
Fafting  is  upon  a  Rdigibos  Accouat,  when 
it  is  an  outward  Expre0ion  and  inftrumen* 
tal  Means  of  Religion,  when  it  is  an  Ad 
of  Humiliation  of  our  felves  before  GOD^ 
whereby  we  exprefs  to  God  our  Sorrow  for 
our  Sm^i  and[  our  Uniii^orthmels  of  the  very 
leaft  of  his  Bleffings,  whether  this  be  for  the 
averting  and  preventing  of  thofe  Judgment^ 
^hich  we  have  rcafon  to  be  afraid  of,  or^ 
for  the  removing  of  thofe  Affiidions  we 
feel,  or  which  our  Friends  and  Brethren 
fuffer  under,  or  for  the  fubduing  of  our 
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own  Appetites  and  Paflions,  or  preventing 
of  Sin  ibr  the  Time  to  come,  or  in  order 
to  that,  for  the  affliSin^  and  punilhing  our 
felves  for  Sins  paft.  Ot  fuch  Fafting,  and 
for  thefe  Ends,  there  have  been  divers  Ex- 
amples in  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment,  as  the  Ifraelitcs  in  the  Time  of  the 
Judges,  and  Samuel^  and  Davidj  and  Je^ 
hojha^haty  and  Daniel^  and  Ezra^  and  Ne^^ 
hetniahj  and  others,  \vhofe  Fafting  God  ac- 
cepted. So  here  in  the  Text  our  Saviour 
fuppofes  his  Difciples  under  a  Senfe  of  their 
Obligation  to  faft  upon  a  Religious  Account^ 
becaufe  he  dktGts  them  to  faft  in  that  man- 
ner, that' they  be  fure  of  God^s  Rewards, 
and  therefore  fuppofes  that  they  needed  no 
new  Commandment  to  fhew  them  what 
they  ought  to  do  in  this  Kind,  nay,  he  at- 
tributes great  Things  to  it,  that  could  not 
be  effefted  without  it.  This  KJndy  fays  he, 
goetb  not  out  hut  hy  Frayer  aud  FaBing^ 
Matth.  17.  21.  And  we  read  that  when 
Men  would  obtain  God^s  fpecial  Bleffing 
on,  and  Furtherance  of  great  Undertakings, 
they  besan  with  Fafting.  ^  When  the  Pro- 
phets ot  ^Antioch^  according  to  Divine  Ap- 
pointment, feparated  Paul  and  'Barnabas 
for  the  Work  God  had  called  them  to,  they 
firft  fa/ied  and  pray ed^  and  laid  their  Hands 
on  tbem^  and  then  fent  them  away.  And  I 
need  not  fay  any  more  to  prove  that  thertf 
is  a  Sifting  upon  a  Religious  Account,  which 
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is  a  Duty.    But  on  this  Subjed  of  Difcourfo 
I  fliall  do  thefe  Thin^^ 

i.  Say  fomething  iii  the  general  about 
the  Notion  of  faftingj  Ihewing  what  Fafting 
is.  .'  *  '  "    . 

2.  I  fliall  take  notice  bow  that  Religious 
Fallings  or  the  Pretence  to  ity  is  liable  to  he 
Jhufedj  and  to  be  ordered  in  that. Manner^ 
and  praftifed  for  fuch  Ends,  that  God  will 
not  accept  or  reward  it.  Ana,  *  ,  ^ 
.  5».  Shall  fhew,  that  hovitv^i  fuch  Ahujes 
are  hy  no  Means,  a  fuffictent  Reafon'to  dif- 
charge  us  from  all  Obligation  Jo  Religiou^ 
Tafiingy  but  that  we  ougHt  to  apply  it  fo  the 
true  Ufes  and  End?  tliereof,  infte'adiof  lay- 
ing afide  the  Praftke  it  felf,  becanle  it  may. 
be,  and  hath  jbWn,  .'abiifed;  *  '^    ^ 

I.  As  to  tht' Notion  of  Bafiingd  It  is' a 
vain  thing' to  pietena  to  Ifaft,  and  at  the 
lame  time  to  eat  and  drink  pleptifuHy  o^ 
luch  Things  as  are  delightful  to  the  Palate, 
is  they  do  who  .call  Fi&^ays.  Fafting-^ays,* 
as  if  luxurious  Kitchen  •'Preparatfons  ana 
high  Feeding  could  not  come  from^the^ 
Ponds,  a  J  weU  as  from  the^  Shanp|Bles^  "  .To 

P^«^5{?i^«^^^^^  wMe  ;we  ;pleare 

pur  Id^^s  with  Fifli  and'WMie,-feen[jSj;tpt 
be  Mo^t'^r^  a^ded  to  Hypocrifj^Tince't^^ 
cannot  ^|e?a*;greater ,  Affront  offered  to  ^6^- 
$.ule^of  Failing,  thari  to  aflow  t^t'to-V^i 
fp,*  xyijiqfi  at  the  fame  time  adm«s  bf/CjIut- 
lony  and'Drunkehnefs,  as  if'Fafting  coh-^ 


Digitized 


by  Google 


Ser.  XL  Of  Religious  FaHing:     tj^ 

fifted  only  in  j)utting  a  DifFerence  between 
Meats.  It  rfi^y  well  be  itippofed  that  the 
Notioii  df  Fafting  is  fuMcieiitly  explained 
in  the  Scripture,  and  accordingly  our  Churcli 
hath  direaed  us  to  it,  as  &  thing  fufficiently 
J)lain,  without  making  any  ne^»r  Rules  about: 
it*  And  indeed  cortimon  Senfe  will  infbrni 
any  MaA  that  it  confifts  in.  Abftinence  fot 
fome  Time  from  our  ufual  Food,  whether 
it  be  M6at  or  Drink.  Thui  when  (he 
Scribes  znd.  Phartfeeszsktd  ouf  Saviour 
Why  he  had  not  taught  his  Difciples  to  faft-^ 
ihey  clearly  fllewcd  What  was,  and  eveif 
Inuft  be,  meant  by  Fafting,  W^j^  fay  they^ 
^0  the  Difciples  of  John  faji  often^  and  make 
Frdyers^  and  lihewife  the  Difciples  of  the 
Pharifeei,  hut  thine  eat  dnd drink?  Luke  5*. 
^^.  that  is,  they  always  took  their  ufual 
Meals,  and  never  intermitted  them,  to 
fpend  their  Time  in  Devotion,  by  which  it 
is  pkin,  that  to  eat  and  to  drink  is  oppofed 
to  Fafting;  and  therefore  it  is  Ridiculous  to 
bretend  to  Faft,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  be 
Lu5iurious  with  one  fort  of  Food,  and  per- 
haps the  moft  Delicbus  that  can  be  procu- 
red. It  is  true  indeed  that  the  Scripture 
doth  mention  a  fort  of  Fafting  that  confifted 
in  Abftinence,  nOt  from  afl  Eating  and 
Drinking,  but  from  fome  Kinds  df  them. 
But  then  I  obferve,  that  it  did  not  cpnftft 
in  a  fcrupulous  Abftinence  from  one  fort  of 
dehghtful  Food,  and  a  free.  Ufc  of  another, 
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but  from  all  that  was  moft  delightful,  and 
in  a  fparing  Ufe!  evea  oF  coarfer  piet,  and 
likewife  that  this  was  done  wheri  the  Faft 
was  fo  long,  that  Nature  could  ilot'  be  fup- 
ported,  without  fome  Nouriflimcnt.  And 
thxis. Daniel  fays  of  himfelf:  In  thofe  Dajs 
i  Daniel  was  mourning  Three  full  IVeehf  I 
e/ft  no  pleafant  Breads  neither  came  Flefi  not 
Wine  tn  my  Mouph,  neither  did  I  anoint  my 
feif^t  all,  l^an,  iq.  2,  ^.  that  is,  he  lived 
upon  hard  and  coarfe  Fare  all  the  Time. 
Arid  probably  fuch  a  Kind  of  Faft  was 
Efth'er  Sy  which  fhe  kept  with  her  Women 
Three  Days:  G«,  {sikh  QiCy  gather  together- 
all  the  Jews  that  are  prefeat  in  Shufliao, 
and  faft  ye  for  me,  and  neither  eat  nor  drin\ 
'Three  Days,  Night  or  Day;  I  alfo  and  mj 
Maidens  will  faH  likewife^  Efth.  4. 16.  For 
it  is  not  likely  or  credible  that  any  of  them 
flioulci  faft  fo  long  in  the  ftri6t  Senfe  with- 
out  taking  any  Food  at  all;  and  therefore 
the  Meaning  muft  be,  that  they  were  to 
forbear  and  omit  their  ufual  Meals,  and 
none  of  them  to  eat  or  drink,  but  w^at  was 
abfolutely  necelTary  to  fupport  their  Spirits, 
and  preferve  their  Health.  Now  if  Partial 
Abftinence  is  fufficient  to  make  a  Faft  for 
fo  long  a  Time,  as  no  Man  can  bear  a  To* 
,  till  Abftinence,  I  think  it  is  very  plain  that 
a  Partial  Abftinence  is  fiiflBcient  for  any 
one's  fafting  a  fhorter  Time,  fuppofe  for  a 
I^y,  whofe  Infirmities  recjuire  the  eating 
■  ^  aod 
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and  drinking  foraethiog  before  N^hc, 
for  the  reafbn  is  the  fame  in  both  Cafes. 
Nor  is  any  one  that  muft  eat  tied  to  tbae 
Kind  of  Food  which  agrees  not  with  hS 
Health,  any  more  than  to  a  Total  Abfti- 
nence,  which  be  cannot  bear ;  it  is  fufBci' 
ent  if  the  Quantity  and  Quality  be  confider- 
ed,  (b  as  not  to  indulge  to  Pleafure,  and  the 
gratifying  of  the  Palate;  it  is  no  Offence  if 
this  be  confidered  with  refpeO:  to  what  we 
can  bear,  and  what  Health  requires,  for  it 
is  no  Part  of  Religion  to  be  fick;  every 
honefl  and  fincere  Perfbn  is  the  beft  Judge 
for  himfelf  in  thefe  Cafes,  and  to  avoid  the 
Hypocrify  of  pretending  to  b&  with  delici- 
ous Fare,  becaufe  it  is  not  Flelh,  he  needs 
not  run  himfelf  into  vexaticK^  Scruples,  to 
the  difquieting  of  his  Cbnfcience,  or  inju- 
ring his  Health* 

3»  I.  fhi^l  take  notice  oi  the  Abufes  ef 
Rehgiotx  FaSingi, 

And  firfl  of  all.  One  Mufe  of  it  is,  vobeH 
Men  faH  for  wroffg  corra^  Entds^  sis- for 
Strife  and  Delate ^  and  to  finite  with  the 
Fift:  of  fVickeduefs,  likl  58.  4.  and  whea 
Men  felt  only  that  they  mzy  ap^arjo 
Men  tofaft^  to  gain  the  Reputation  of  Piety 
amongft  Men,  th^t  iS)  not  becaufe  they  do 
in  g0(xi  earnefl  aim  at  any  Religious  End  in 
fo  doing,  but  becaufe  they  would  be  thoughc 
to  "do  lb  J  for  this  Hyfwcrify  our  Savioui* 
reproved  the  Pharifees:  In  Oppofition  to 
T  a  which 
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which  we  are  to  look  to  it  that  our  Inten- 
tions be  pure  and  (Incer'e,  and  that  by  the 
Appearance  of  fafting  we  do  not  aina  at  any 
^ain^gtorious  End,  or  any  other  wrong  End^ 
but  only  at  the  Glory  of  God,  and  the  do- 
ing Good  to  our  felves  and  others  by  it. 

2.  Religious  Fafting  is  liable  to  the  Ahufe 
oftYufting  in  it^  as  if  it  were  a  Sfttisfaftioa 
to  the  Juftice  of  God  for  the  Guilt  of  Sin, 
and  made  him  fome  Amends  for  the  Difho- 
a)Ur  we  have  done  him  by  breaking  his 
Laws.  It  is  an  infoknt  thing  for  us  to  pre^ 
tend  to  make  Compenfations  to  God  for 
th6  Sins  that  we  .are  guilty  of  before  \i\m^ 
who  when  we  have  done  all  we  can  to 
humble  our  felves  before  him,  muft  acknow-? 
ledge  that  our  Forgivenels  depends  upon 
his  fr6e  Grace  and  Gobdhefs.  It  is  a  great 
Derogation  from  the  Dignity  of  that  Sacri- 
fice which  our  Lord  offered  for  ^x  Sins^  to 
pretend  that  we  can  make  Satisfaftion  to 
God  for  them  our  felvjes^  \  acknowledge 
that  the  outward  Signs  of  godly  Sorrow  and 
Repentance,  fuch  as  Mourning,  and  Faftr 
ing^and  Abftaining  from  all  Recreations  and 
Mirth,  were. in  the  ancie;it  Church  called 
Satisfaciionsy  but  to  whom?  To  God?  No, 
but  rather  .to  the  Church,  which  had  been 
fcandalized  by  the  ill  Behaviour  of  any  of 
its  Members,  and  therefore  -would  have 
vifible  Teftimonies  of  a  deep  Repentance 
before  flie  would  admit  of  thofe  that  had 
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difhonoured  the  Chriftian  Profeflion  by  any 
notorious    Sins.    Such    Bodily   Auftcrities 
likewife  are  well  pleafing  to  God,  when 
they  are  undergone  with  a  fincerc  Intenti- 
on, and  when  they  exprefs  a  true  Repen- 
tance.   But  tho'  God  IS  pleafed  to  accept 
them,  yet  it  is  of  his  Goodnefe  that  he  does 
fo,  for  they  are  no  fuch  Confiderations  upon 
which  we  can  challenge  to  be  juftified  by 
him.    But  it  is  (till  a  greater  Abufe  to  pre* 
tend  that  by  Fading,  or  indeed  by  the  beft 
Works  we  can  perform,  we  merit  for  our 
felves  or  others^  God  indeed  hath  promifed 
to  reward  us  for  thefe  Thihgs,  but  it  is  his 
gracious  Condefcenfion  to  call  that  a  Re^ 
ward^  which  if  the  Inconfiderablenefs  of  our 
Performance  be  regarded,  is  merely  his  Gift. 
But  to  oblige  us  to  our  Duty,  he  is  willing 
that  his  Gift  fhould  go  for  a  Reward.    But 
then  it  is  one  thing  to  qualify  our  felves  for 
his  Favour,  and  another  to  pretend  that  by 
qualifying  our  felves  for  it  we  deferve  it. 
The  former  is  done  by  the  moft  humble 
Repentance ;  but  i(  by  any  Humiliation  wc 
pretend  to  the  latter,  we  make  our  very 
Humiliation  an  Inftance  of  Pride,  and  fo 
lofe  the  beft  Quality  by  which  it  can  entitle 
us  to  God's  Pardon  and  Grace. 
■    J.  Another  gv^^i Abufe  of  Religious  Faft- 
ing  isy  to  Reft  in>  the  Work  done^  as  if  our 
Abftinence  were  of  it  feJf  well-pleaQng  to 
God^  and  a  mere  Fafty.as  a  Faft^  were  holy 
1  T  J  aid 
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and  acceptable,  without  regard  to  thofe 
Ends  which  ought  to  be  aimM  at  thereby. 
And  this  Jbufe  appears  two  Ways» 

I.  When  a  Man  conceives  he  has  done 
Religioufly,by  obferving  a  mere  Abftinence 
from  a  Meal,  without  joining  thofe  other 
Duties  to  it,  with  which  it  oight  to  be  ac- 
companied, as  Vrayer^  and  giving  of  Alms^ 
if  we  are  enabled  to  do  fa  That  Falling 
was  always  look'd  yUpon  by  the  worft  Men 
as  a  fubfervient  Means  to  help  our  Ferven- 
cy in  Prayer,  feems  to  be  plain  from  the 
forcmenticxied  Queftion,  fay, the  Scribes  and 
Pharifeesj  Why  do  the  Difcifles  efjcbnfafi 
ofceiij  and  make  "Prayers^  and  likewife  the 
Difciples  of  the  Pharifi^s^  hut  thine  eat  and 
drink?  By  which  Qjieftion  we  cannot  ima* 
gine  their  Meaning  to  be,  that  the  Difci- 
ples of  ChriH  never  prayed>  but  that  Faft- 
ing  is  an  Opportunity  for  making  more 
than  ordinary  Prayers,  and  was  always  lb 
ufed  •,  fo  that  the  Qudiion  was,  Why  the 
Difciples  of  ChriB  did  not  faft?  fince  Faft- 
ing  was  generally  looked  upon  as  a  Means 
of  raifing  up  our  Minds  to  a  more  excellent 
Pitch  of  Devotion ;  and  accordingly  the  Dtf- 
ciples  of  John  and  of  the  Pharifees  £ifted 
that  they  might  pray  the  better.  For  Faft-^ 
fng  is  but  Religion  the  Means^  in  partfcu- 
lar,  as  it  tends  to  prepare  and  difpofe  os  for 
Prayer  and  Meditation ;  phyfically  it  is  not 
for  our  Benefit,  or  betters  us  oriherways, 
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than  as  the  Fumes  of  a  full  Meal   do 
cloud  our  Minds,  and  are  an  Hindrance  to 
Thought ;  and  it  is  more  diftant  from  Re- 
ligion the  End,  than  Prayer  is,  becaule  Fad- 
ing is  a  Help  to  Prayer.    And  tlien  as  for 
9/ilms,  it  feems  to  be  a  natural  Companion 
of  Falling  in  all  thofe  that  have  Ability, 
fince  'the  thing  it  felf  inftruds  us,  that  the 
faving  of  a  Meal  looks  like  a  Matter  of 
Sparing  and  Covetoufiiefs,  if  we  do  not  be- 
ftow  the  Price  of  it  upon  the  Poor,  befides 
our  other  ordinary  Alms,  or  elfe  like  Mat- 
ter, of  Luxury,  if  we  are  revenged  of  the 
Abftinence  of  the  Day,   by  being  at  the 
Charge  of  a  full  Table  at  Night,  as  the  ge- 
neral Pradice  is.    Befides,  when  we  feel 
the  Importunity  of  our  own  Appetites,  how 
can  we  chufe  but  be  fenfible  of  their  Condi- 
tion, who  want  Bread  for  themfelves  and 
their  Families?  And  therefore  it  hath  been 
always  the  Cuftom  of  Religi 
join  Trayers  and  e/4/wi  with 
and  we  have  one  remarkable 
to  wit,  in  Cornelm,  who 
fafting  towards  the  Evening 
God  appeared  to  him,  and  fai 
and  thine  e^ltns  are  come  u^  J 
before  Gai,  Afts  10.  4*  3o>,: 
timating,  that  it  was  not  hi; 
fo  much  a$  his  Prayers,  whi 
his  Fafting  enabled  to  offer 
yently,  and  his  Alms,  which 
•■■■•■  ^ . .    -  ,      •    ■   T  4 
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by  enabled  to  give  more  plentifully,  that 
God  accepted;   and  I  would  fain  know 
therein  that  Fading,  which  is  not  accom- 
panied with  Prayers  and  Alms,  differs  froni 
a  Man's  fafting^  becaufe  either  h^  has  no 
^eat,  or  no  Stomach,  or  for  his  Health  ; 
jFor  if  it  \yere  of  it  felf  a  Religious  4^dion, 
.  then  every  Man  that  fafted  might  pretend 
to  be  Religious  in  fo  doing.    One  great 
Miftake  therefore  about  Falling  is,  when 
we  conceive  we  have  done  Religioufly,  tho? 
in  other  Refpe£ls  we  take  our  ufual  Liber- 
ties, inftead  of  making  it  an  Help  to  Prayer 
and  Charity.  * 

:     2.  It  is  alio  a  notorious  Jhufe  of  this  Kind, 
T.7J^.  the  refting  in  the  Work  done,  if  we 
look  not  at  a  farther  End,  than  ^ven  that  of 
Prayers  and  Alms,  but  pleafe  our  fetves  with 
thele  outward  Performances,  without  aim- 
ing at  the  bettering  of  our  Minds,  and  the 
mending  of  our  Lives,  efpecially  if  we  think 
that  after  we  have  ferved  God  ia  thefe  Out- 
ward Exercifes  of  Religion,  we  have  pur- 
chafed  a!  Liberty  to  behave  our  felves  as  wc 
pleafe  afterwards,  that  having  bridled  our 
Appetites  for  fomeTime^  we  need  not  be 
afraid  of  letting  them  loofe  to  all  Pleafures 
that  we  can  defire,  till  the  next  Time  of 
Humiliation    returns.     The    Falling   and 
Praying  of  thofe  Men,  tliat  will  afterwards 
^llow  themfelves  in  Eirunkennefs,  Whore- 
dom, Injuftice,  'or  any  other  Sin,  is  noc  on- 
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ly  unprofitable,  but,  as  they  order  the  Mat- 
ter, mifchievous,  fiflce  under  the  Proteftion 
of  thefe  Exercifes  at  certain  Se^fons,  it  feems 
they  fin  with  more  Security  and  Boldnefs 
aftervwtrds,  and  fo  they  turn  that  which  is 
good,  only  as  it  is  a  Means  of  Virtue  and 
fioodnefs,  into  an  Inftrument  of  Impiety 
,and  Loofenefs  of  Life.  And  how  .Gpd  hates 
this^Hypocrify,  we  may  find  in  the  Pro- 
phet Ijaiah^  Chap.  58.  Verfes  ^  4.  and  fo 
:on,  where  to  the  People  asking  why  God 
took  no  Knowledge  of  their  affliding  their 
Souls  by  felling,  it  is  anlweraJ,  Behold  ye 
fafl  for  Strife  and  Dehatey  and  tofmite  with 
the  Fiji  of  mckeJnefs.  Js  it  fuch  a  Faft 
that  I  have  chofen^  a  Day  for  0  Man  to  affli^ 
his  Soul?  Is  not  this  the  Faft  that  I  have  cho- 
jeMy  to  loofe  the  Bands  of  Wiikednefs^  to  un^ 
do  the  heavy  Bur  dens  ^  and  to  Jet^  the  Oppref* 
fed  go  free  J  and  that  ye  break  ^vefy  Toke? 
By  which  it  is  plain  that  the  Conftant 
Righteoufnefs  of  Conyerfation  is  incompa* 
rably  in  the  Account  of  God  to  be  valued 
above  Bodily  'Aufterjties;  and  he  that  lives 
a  good  Life  without  fading,,  is  infinitely  a 
better  Man  than  he  that  fafts  from  Meat> 
but  afterwards  abftains  not  from  \us  Lulls 
and  Vices. 

I  might  add   in  the  fourth  place,  that 

gvokAbufe  of  Fading  whfch  confifts  in  Pre- 

f erring  the  Ohfervance  of  Ecclefiaftic^l  Rules 

^qnQcrnin^  it^  above  keeping  the  Plain  Com-^ 

/  -  mandt 
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mandments  ofGod^  and  making  it  a  greater 
Sin  to  tranfgrefs  the  Rules  of  the  Church  m 
thefe  Things,  as  for  Inftance,  to  eatFlefh 
upon  a  Fafting-day,  than  to  canmit  Whore- 
dom. Do  not  miftake  me^  our  Ch^roh  hath 
given  no  mamier  of  Occafion  for  fuch  Abu^- 
^s,  the  Bufinefi  of  the  Church  being  to  fee 
that  the  Commandments  of  Gcd  be  &ept^ 
and  not  to  fet  any  of  her  own  either  ajxwe 
them,  or  ia  any  fort  of  Competition  with 
them ;  where  the  Fault  is,  there  let  it  r^: 
ft  is  fd  fhameful  a  one,  that  Nobody  is  wil- 
ling bis  Church  ihoi^ld  be  knoram  by  it. 
And  therefore  of  (uch  fcandalous^^is^j'.as 
thefe  I  fhall  f^y  no  more. 

Thus  I  have  reckon^  to  you  what  I  take 
to  be  the  mcft  Co^derakkAbnfts  cf  Religious 
lofting  \  and  tbo?  there  nmy  be  more,  yet 
I  thought  it  fufficient  to  infift  only  upon 
thefe,  becaufe  they  are  moft  common,  and 
the  Worid  hath  given  but  too  many  Inftan- 
ces  of  them*  And  upon  thefe  Accounts  I 
fuppofe  k  is  that  thofe  of  our  Cbrnmunkq 
(a  few  excepted)  do  lay  no  great  Strefe  up- 
on this  Pati:  of  Rei^ion,  it  being  a  Fault 
whk:h  Men  otherwife  good  are  very  apt  to 
fall  into,  to  be  pr^judic^  aga^nil  the  Ufes  of 
many  good  Things,  becaufe  ill  Men  haw 
grofly  abufed'them.    I  proceed^ 

J.  To  IheNir  t|?iat  !f/^^jf^  are  hy  w 

Means  a  Difchm'gi  ffom  all  Obligation  to 

Religiow  Fafiif^y  but  that  we  ought  to  ap- 

■•--■•  ^   ^'  ply 
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ply  it  to  the  true  Ufes  and  Ends  thereof,  id^ 
ftead  of  laying  afide  the  PraQice  it  felf,  be- 
caufe  it  may  be,  and  has  been,  abufed.  1% 
is  to  be  conHdered  what  Place  Failing  has  in 
Rehgion^  and  we  mufl:  give  it  that,  and  no 
nlore,  and  confider  of  what  Ufe  it  is  in  Re- 
ligion, and  apply  if  to  that  Ufe,  without 
abufing  it.  I  fliall  therefore  now  try  to  lay 
before  you  thf  Principal  AdvaMages  ff  if, 
and  which  we  ought  to  iiave  an  efpeci^ 
Eye  to,  m  this  Kind. of  Performances. 
And, 

?.  Let  us  confider  it  as  a  very  Fitting J^ 
of  Humiliation  hfore  God  for  our  f^  Sins. 
And  tho^  this  Ufe  of  Fafting  is  to  be  rqgardr 
ed  by  all  Perfons,  fince  the  Beft  are  not  (b 
good  but  they  had  need  to  ufe  the  Prayer  of 
the  Publican,  Lordj  he  merciful  to  me  a  Sin^' 
ner y  ytt  this  is  efpecially  to  be  ob&rved  by 
the  Worft  fort  of  Men  and  Wonnien,  that 
have  lived  in  any  Courfe  of  Sin,  or  have 
been  guilty  of  any  one  grofs  Offence,  that 
lies  heavv  upon  their  Minds.  How  can 
they  do  lefs  in  order  to  the  obtaining  of 
God's  Pardon,  than  to  acknowledge  rheir 
own  Yilenefs  in  the  moft  fubmiflivc  Way 
they  can  ?  Ctf  which  Acknowledgment  P^ft* 
\p%  at  convenient  Tioifes  is  a  mod  natural 
and  ready  way  of  Expreflion,  for  hereby 
they  declare  how  uaworthy  they  are  of  the 
leaft  of  God's  Bleflings,  even  of  th«ir  daily 
Food,  which  ^t  that  time  they  abridge 

'   '       thcHi- 
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themfelves  of,  as  fhofe  that  humbled  them- 
felves  ifi  Sackcloth,  declared  their  Unworthi- 
nefs'to  wear  Cloaths  any  more,  and  how 
they  dcferved  God's  heavy  Indignation,  by 
inftifting  this  fmall  Punifhment  upon  them- 
iclves;  and  this  may*be  done  without  fup- 
pofing  that  we  are  nfaking  Satisfa&ion  to 
God  for  our  Sins.  For  alas,  what  is  all  this 
to  the  Demerit  of  Sin  ?  And  yet  it  is  very 
-fit  that  a  Sinner,  who  needs  much  God's 
Grace  and  Mercy,  fhould  lay  hfmfelf  yery 
low  when  he  endeavours  to  obtain  it. , 

2.  We  fhould  ufe  Failing,  as  a  Means  to 
Prevent  Sin  for  the  Time  to  come ;  for  to 
thU  Purpofe  it  is  Very  ferviceable  feveral 
^ays.    As, 

I.  <iAs  it  is  a  Revenge  we  take  upm  our 
felves  for  having  done  what  difpleajes  God; 
^nd  ^hen  to  the  Trouble  of  Mind  that  Sin 
caufes,  we  add  alfo  the  Trouble  of  the  Bo- 
dy, a  Voluntary  Punifhment  of  our  felves 
to  that  Grief  and  Reniorfe  whfch  can  hardr 
iy  be  avoided,  we  lay  a  new  Obligation  up- 
on our  felves  not  to  offend  in  the  like  Kind 
again;  and  the  more  grievous  it  is  to  a 
Man  to  tie  up  himiyf  froni  the  kwful  Plea- 
fures  of  Life,  the  more  efFeftual  Remedy 
againft  Sin  it  is  to  punilh  himfelf  this  way 
for  unlawful  Liberties  ^  and  perhaps  it  js 
one  of  the  wifeft  Ways  a  Man  can  take  to 
break  ^n  evil  Habit,  which  he  finds  hard 
"^0  be  conquered,  fo  bard,  that  be  hatb  bro* 
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ken  maay  Refolutions  in  trying  to  mafter^ 
k.  Art  thou  addiQed  to  Luft,  or  Intempe- ' 
ranee,  or  Deceit,  or  Lying,  or  Swearings 
or  any  other  Work  of  the  Flefli  or  the  De- 
vil ?  Confider ,  what  Self-denial  of  lawful 
Things  is  moft  grievous  to  thee,  I  mean  of 
tlK)fe  Things  which  thou  art  at  full  Liberty 
to  difpofe  of,  and  determine  to  punifh  thy 
felf  with  fome  notable  A£t:  of  this  Self-denial, 
whenever  thou  falleft  into  that  Sin  which 
doth  fo  eafily  iefet  thee.  Doft  thou  love 
Money  ?  Give  away  fo  much  more  uponr 
every  Tranfgreflion :  If  thy  Eafe  and  Sleep, 
punifh  thy  felf  with  Watching  and  break- 
ing thy  Reft.  If  thou  loveft  delicate  Fare, 
refolve  to  undergo  hard  and  coarfe  Feeding 
for  thy  Punilhment,  and  to  faft  for  a  Re* 
venge  upon  thy  fel£  By  impofing  and  in- 
flicting fuch  Penalties  upon  thy  felf,  not 
with  an  Opinion  that  hereby  thou  mayft 
gain  Leave  to  fin  again,  but  with  a  Dcfigrt 
to  make  thy  felf  weary  of  it,  it  will  be  plain 
that  thou  doft  in  good  earneft  fet  thy  felf  to 
grow  better,  and  to  recover  out  of  the  Snare 
ofth^  T^evtl  •,  and  he  that  ufeth  fuch  lifcely 
Means  as  thefe  with  a  (incere  and  hone» 
Defire  of  true  Reformation,  will  not  want 
the  Concurrence  of  God^s  Grac6  in  Propor- 
tion to  his, own  Sincerity. 

2.  Fafting  or  Abftinence,  if  duly  obfer- 
lyed,  is  a  Means  to  prevent  Sin,  as  it  gives 
m  fome  En^i^erievce  of  the  Tower  we  bavt 
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to  rejirain  the  Satisfying^  of  our  own  Afpe^ 
iites  ahJ  Pajff?onsi  When  we  do  a  vrickcd 
thing  W^e  ate  too  apt  to  excufe  our  fclves  by 
the  Weaknefs  of  our  Nature,  and  the  Vio- 
lence of  our  Inclinations  to  what  is  forbid- 
den ;  and  fo  it  is  faecelTary  in  ordei?  to  true 
Kepentahce  and  Amendment,  that  Men  be 
fatisfied  thoroughly  that  it  is  in  their  Power 
to  be,  and  to  do,  better.  Now  it  is  no  incon- 
fiderable  Proof  that  we  make  of  our  felves^ 
and  of  fome  Ability  ih  us  to  this  Purpofe, 
which  by  the  Grace  of  God  will  be  fufficient, 
that  we  can  determine  our  felves  to  Abfti- 
iience  for  fome  Time  from  lawful  Gratifica- 
tions of  our  Appetites,  that  wc  can  bear  with 
the  Importunity  of  our  Defires  of  our  ap- 
pointed Food,  and  appointed  Reft,  and  ac- 
cuftomed  Eafe.  And  if,  as  we  ought  to  do, 
we  join  to  Corporal  Aufterities  the  Religious 
Exercife  of  Prayer  and  Meditation,  and  make 
Fafting  aii  Help  to  Devotion  and  Meditati- 
on^  we  (hall  come  to  underftand  that  Religi- 
xm  is  a  pradicable  Thing*  And  if  we  find 
that  we  can  bear  thefe  Extraordinades,  it  is 
a  mighty  Argument  to  us  to  believe  that  the 
ordinary  and  conftant  Duties  of  a  good  Chri- 
ftian  are  not  fo  formidable  as  they  are  wont 
to  reprefent  them  to  thcmfelvcs,  u^ho  have 
Ho  Experience  of  them. 

9*  This  is  alfaa  Means  of  preventing  Sin 
for  the  Time  to  come,  ^in  as  much  as  it  doth 
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fomething  towards  the  mortifying  of  our  Lufts^ 
and  thefubduing  of  out  V^ffions^  and  the  rau 
fmg  up  our  AffeBions  from  Earvhly  Things  to 
heavenly^  and  the  accuftoming  our,  felves  to 
converfe  with  God  and  our  oivn  Confciences, 
more  than  otherwife  we  (hould  do.  For  as 
€very  Gratification  of  our  Appetites  to  un- 
lawful Things  ftrengthens  the  Hsbit  of  Sin, 
fp  every  Reftraint  upon  our  Defires  of 
Things  lawful  weakens  it,  and  operates  juft 
like  bending  a  Stick  the  other  way  to  bring 
it  right  i  and  this,  tho*  it  be  more  effedually 
proper  againft  the  Sins  of  Luft  and  intempe- 
rance, yet  in  fome  degree  holds  good  againft 
all  evil  Habits  whatfocver,  fince  they  have 
3II  of  them  fome  Tinfture  of  the  Flefli,  aa 
well  as  of  the  World  and  the  Devil. 

Fourthly^  and  I/^/?/f,  Fafting,  take  it  with 
its  Companions  of  Prayer,  ancf  fuch  like  Re- 
ligious Exercifes,  is  upon  this  Account  a 
good  Remedy  againft  Sin  for  the  Time  to 
Come,  an  excellent  Means  of  efcaping  the 
Snares  of  the  World,  the  Flefh  and  the  De- 
vil, for  the  future,  and  of  growing  better,^ 
and  more  careful  of  our  felves  than  we  have 
been,  and  that  becaufe  it  is  an  Opportunity 
of  Retirepient  and  Conjideration^  the  want  or 
the  Negleft  of  which  is  the  grand  Caufe  of 
the  Wickednefs  of  the  World,  why  there 
are  fo  many  bad  Men,  and  why  fo  many 
good  Men  are  no  better    It  is  no  imagining 

that 
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that  the  Reafons  of  Religion,  the  Motives 
to  a  Religious  and  Godly  Life,  (hbuld  work 
upon  us,  if  fiot  ferioufly  weighed  and  confi- 
dercd  by  usj  but'  truly  as  th?,cx)inmon  Way 
of  the  World  is,  arid  has  been,  a  little  Por- 
tion of  Time  is  it,  in  cbmpafifpn,that  we  can 
find  for  effedual  Corifideration  of  the  Argu- 
ments and  Motives  of  Religion,  and  of  our 
own  State  towards  God,  and  this  amidft  the 
continued  BufinelTes,  Studies,  Converfation, 
Pleafures  and  Diverfions,  anJEntertaiflrments 
of  this  World ;  thus  it  is,  I  doiibt,  for  the 
moft  part,  and  therefore  requiffte  it  is  that? 
we  (hould  refolvedly  fet  apart  fdfri'e  Time  fot 
Retirement  from  Worldly  Bufinefsaiid  Com-; 
pany,  and  fuch  like  common  Hindrances  of 
ferious  Confideratiort  of  the  State  6f  oUf 
Souls.    But  perhaps  thy  BufinefTes  are  riiany, 
and  thy  Employments  fo  great,  and  thy  Life 
isfo  much  in  the  way  of  Company,  and  Vi- 
fits,  and  Engagements,  that  no  Tinfe  Can  be 
fpared  for  confidering  with  Leifure  thy  Cafe, 
as  it  ftands  towards  God ,  nay,  but  That  is 
the  Cleareft  and  Strongeft  Reafonand  Argu-^ 
inent,  that  thou  fhouldft  fpare  Time  from 
thefe   Things   of   lefs  Concern  for   other 
Things  of  infinitely  greater.    That  is  that  I 
have  been  Taying,  that  according  to  the  ufujl 
Courfe  of  this  World  (fome  few  .excepted 
that  do  brqak  away  for  Prayer  and  Confide- 
ration)  ths  Entertainments  of  this  Life,  and 
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the  more  or  lefs  neceflary  Employments  0^ 
this  World,  hinder  the  effeftualCare  of  ouiJ 
Souls,  and  will  not,  futfer  us  to  think  what 
is  reafonable  to  be  done  for  Salvation.    An(ii 
therefore  they  who  are  moft  fenfible  of  the? 
Engagements  of  Bufinefs,  and  of  Worldly 
^ffaits,  and  are  moft  feflfible  How  clofely  the 
Diverfidns  of  common  Life  purfue  one  ano- 
ther, are  of  all  others  moft  eafily  convincect 
how  neceflary  it  is  tb  ftt  apart  fome  Time 
for  Fatting  and  Prayer,  and  Refleftidni 
their  bwri  Aftions,  and  refolving,  Updr 
and  feriou^  Deliberation,  what  to  do  f 
future,  ahd  for  thinking  of  another 
that  they  may  get  fuch  a  Senfe  of 
Things  upon  their  Minds,  aS  fiiall  la 
govern  afterwards.    I  kno\»^  iridded  that  Meii 
Serve  GJod  in  the  Piirfuarice  of^  an  honeffi 
Calling  and  ProfefTion,  and  they  may  Keep 
a  good  Confbience  in  the  W'ay  of  ^ohvcrfa* 
tioil  and  Rec^eatioh;  but  theti  this  is  true, 
fiippofing  only  that  we  do  not  give  way  to 
the  Temptations  to  Sin,  which  befet  us  id 
our  lawful  Bufinefs,  and  in  our  lawful  Plea^ 
(tire.    But  this  I  fajr  is  the  Difficulty,  to  be 
always  guai*ded  againft  the  Temptations  tti 
Covetoiifnefs ,  to  In juftice ,   Intemperance^ 
Senfuality,  and  the  like,  when  ^)i^e  allow  ou^ 
felves  no  Solemn  Time  to  imprint  the  Rea-^ 
fcrtis  of  Watchfulnefs  upon  our  Mincfsii 

U  AfiJ 
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And  therefore  the  'I;jeh\  Seafpn^,f^  JUM- 


of  it,  rftiail  put  you  in  mind  but  of  thefe 
two  J  The  one  of -4^^^,  who  being  threatned 

for 
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^r  thje  Murder  ojf  Nahtb'^  and  for  taking'* 
Pofreffion'of-his  Vifaeyai-d^  r%t  Us  Qaaths;^^ 
aHd'^fiitSacMkh  upon-his  Bejh   and fd^ed^ 

^itecf^ojf  .his  .High  and'fupercilious  Carria.^e, 
ahdhurtte'hrmfelf  Befoife^Gbdj  and  God 
ftid't6'%/ir2>,'.5^tfj?  th(}uB}»it  Afiab  buMth 
hitnfelfftfyt^me  ^  Rscmfe'  he  hmibliety  hm- 
felfWdri'Me,  "I'iblUhdtbnnphe  iv'tlin  U/ 
i>^i^'rltttigs^?i.:27^,  2&,  ar^: ,  "flie  otiier 
or  tK^  mnevth\'  wlio 'being  tliteattied  wittr 
peftriialpii/^rter  Forty  Day^;  fefted  Si^ 
praye4V  alid're{iehtfed, . afa^  furniedf^dm  iheii^ 
evil }V/^^^  iv^  fald,  W^ocan'feli'ifGdl^sbip 


thofe  who  have  raoft  ne^d  to  confefs,  and 
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to  be  affiided,  to  a  due  Senfe  of  what  thejr 
ought  to  do.  But  if  all  would  be  perfuaded 
to  humble  themfelves  before  God,  and  with 
one  Confent  to  con&fs  their  Sins,  and  to  im- 
plore  his  Mercy,  if  the  Youtw  Man  would 
for  foine  Time  take  Leave  or  his  Pleafures, 
and  the  Tradefman  come  out  of  his  Shop,  if 
the  Women  wonld  iatgti  their  Ornaments, 
and  the  Bridegroom  g»  forth  of  bis  Chamber  ^ 
and  the  Bride  put  of  her  Qofa^  and  with  the 
Priefts,  the  Minijiert  of  the  Lord^  all  as  one 
Perfon  prefent  themfelves  every  where  be- 
fore God  with  fefting,  and  pray^  Spare  thy 
People^  0  Lord^  fpare  us,  to  lave  a  finful 
Nation,  that  owes  fo  much  to  the  Juftice.of 
God  as  we  do,  fae  defpifing  both  his  Judg- 
ments and  Mercies,  fuch  an  Appearance  of 
Repentance  and  Humiliation  has  this  in  it,, 
that  it  dotli  fome  Honour  to  the  Divine  |u- 
ilice,  and  kca^  off  the  abfolnte  need  of  its 
uiteipofing  againft  us  fbr  its  own  Aeputatiod 
m  the  World. 

And  now  we  fee  that  the  befoce-mention*d 
Ahufis  of  Religious  Fafting  Ibould  by  no 
Means  deprive  us  of  the  J/fe  of  fo  advan- 
tageous a  Thing.  . 

The  Sum  then  is  this :  Let  us  do  that  in' 
Sincerity  which  otiipers  do  in  Hypocrify :  Let 
IIS  do  that  in  this  Duty  of  Faffing  with  true 
Undcrftanding  and  Judgment,  which  others 
do  in  Ignorance  and  Superftition^  and  do 

that 
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that  with  Freedom  which  others  do  with 
Scruple  and  Vexation. 

It  cannot  be  expeded  that  fuch  Rules 
and  Diredions  fhould  be  given  about  thefe 
Things,  which  will  equally  ferve  the  Turn  • 
of  all  manner  of  Perfons  j  fot  the  Needs  of 
Men  are  different,  and  the  Tempers  of  Mens 
Bodies  and  Minds  are  different  j  and  there- 
fore thefe  Inflruftions  are  of  little  Ufe  to 
thofe  that  4o  not  underfland  how  to  accom-, 
modate  them  to  themfelves  by  Experience  o£ 
themfelves. 

The  Scripture  fpeaks  of  Faftin^  an4  Ab- 
ftinerice  in  the  general^  fo  doth  our  Church, 
without  prefcribing  Particulars,  and  fo  ought 
all  ijirife  l\lcn  ]to  do  wh^  thcv  fpeak  to  a 
great  many,  or  with  general  Direftion^ 
2)outif. 

This  is  a  Piece  of  Difcipline  that  is  gencr. 
rally  needful,  bqt  not  without  Exception  ^ 
all  dp  not  need  it  equally ;  generally  it  may 
and  ought  to  be  pradifed,  not  without  Ex- 
ception of  forae  that  cannot  do  it  ^  and  they 
that' find  themfelves  made  more  unfit  by 
Abftiiience  for  Prayer  and  Deyotion,  Ihould 
not  ufe  Abftinence,  They  who  need  Re- 
laxation (not  to  gratify  a  voluptuous  Appp? 
tite,  by t  to  bring  themfelyes  into  a  better 
Frame  for  God's  Service)  may  alfo  ufe  it 
without  Scruple,  only  let  us  be  honeft 
Judges  for  our  felves,  and  not  turn  a  reafo* 

'  y  3  nablc 
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ri^bjp  Latitu^  pf  jLibeirnr  in  IJl^ings  qf  this 

nature,  into  a  l^reterice^for  VVan^phnefs,  ,but 

'ttdge  for  our  felyes,  in 

rns  our  f^lVes  ni<)ft  of 

j^^ocritps^^  we  fliall  have 

thefe  outward  Religions 
Gfts  In  a  Religious  Tem- 
ronftant  gopd^onverfa- 
exceed  in  that.^    As  for 
Falling,  ai 
d  other  Re! 
titude, ,  wit 
\y  tho*  ho) 
L'  Repetitidi 
are  to  requ: 
id  hpneft, 
/our  Heart 
's.aayour: 

ay,.^od  ab^^pd  ip  ,all  j 
t^nient'al  Jl^^^ns:^} ]SL^^ 
ilitain  andappprpy^^ 
^^e'  cannot  J^4uiie  you 
that  Proportion  as  they 
the  £»</;tQ;^which  .tfiey 
li,  to  wit/c^r/Spir^tiial 
et  eypn  ^pipnpt'  the 
jpme  are  |tp  |)e^' ep joined 
(lapi  others  j  as  fpV  In- 
yoman  can  p^retend  any 
3ig  kt  all,  iho'  one  or 
other 
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other  may  fhew  a  particular  reafon  againft 
abftaining  from  his  or  her  ufual  Food  ^  and 
there  "caiihot  lie' To  liiany  Referved  "Cafes 
againft  Frequent  Praying  as  there  may  againft 
Frequent  Faftingi  which  Religious  Exercife 
offftftifag  is  goody  or.notj  according  as  y?is 
bfeneficial  and  ufeful,  or  not,  for  thojv  'good 
Ends  I  ha^e  mentioned. 

And  therefore,  after  all  that  can  be  faid 
upon  this,  ftill  every  Chriftian  isjnd  muft 
6e  left  to  make  paftioilar"  ApptTcatioh  oFg?- 
neral  Rules  to  hinjfflf^of^  fee  ^at  does  it 
not  with  Honefty  and  STincerity,  difapooints 
indeed  «<^  good  Int^mioQ  of  the  Peifcn  tlult 
would  4irc^  him,  bw  then  he  is  not  ,ta  for- 
get that  it  is  hirafelf  chat  he  moft  of  all  de- 
ceives.- ...  \  V      .  '■  "   ;.- 

God  grant  that  we  may  have  a  Right  Judg- 
i)9«i»  »3ltTlw»|8,9P(l!tb9twemay?^rfi?r« 
Xy<*  .like J>*tie6  wif<plyi  h^neftly,  .syid  &n- 
fdeiitfoufly;to  the  GMyr-9f'h»€f^  ^^y 
to  our  ovo  Impit)V,«fl^9!t  m  Virtue,  and  \ft 
to  the  furtherance  of  our  qwn  Salvatipni  fer 
Jef«8.Chrift  his  Safce:,.T<*  whom,  i^ith -the 
Father  and  tlje  Holy  Spirit}  be  afcrii»6d,^|l 
Honour,  Praile  and  Glor)[,  bow  ^ad  for 
pvet*  '  Amm*  ■.  '.  i.  t 
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Of  spiritual  Worftiip. 

•  -  '      •     I'       ,  1  ^ . . .  .    .       n- 

J  p  H  N  ly.  xxiv. 

Cod  is  a  Spirit y  and:  thy  that  xvott 
Jhif  hifft ,  mufi  zv'orfii^  him  m 
SfiritandinTrutfj. 

THESE  Words  are  Part  of  our  Savi- 
our^ Difco^rfe  to  the  Samaritan  Vfol- 
man,  and  they  may  without  Difficulty  b6 
interpreted  by  their  own  Light ',  however  I 
(hall  be^inwith  tbiifidering  the  Occafioil 
upon  Which  they  were  fpoken,  and  fo  with 
borrowing  thfe  Light  Which  that  lends. 

The  Samamt/tHs:,  of  whoin  this  Woman 
Was  one,  were,  a  People  that  had  defcendea 
from  the  feveral  Nations,  which  the  AJfyrian 
King  had  placed  in  the  Cities  of  SamarU, 
Ihikad  of  theCWl^en  of  Jfiaelf  after  that 
he  had  carried  the  Ten  Tribes  away  into 
'  QptivityJ 
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t^aptivity :  Which  Progenitors  of  theirs, 
wlien  Sbalmanefer  had  firft  tranfplanted  them 
in  Samaria^  feared  not  the  God  of  the  H^- 
irews^  and  therefbire  the  Lord  fent  Liens 
among  tbem^  which  JUmfome  of  them.  Where- 
upon to  be  delivered  from  that  Plague,  they 
^t  fome  Priefts  of  the  Captivity  amongft 
thfem  to  teach  them  the  Way  of  worfhipping 
the  God  of  the  Place^  and  fo  they  feared  rte 
Lord^  and  ferved  their  awn  Gods^  their  gra^ 
pen  Images  too,  2  Kings  17.  But  in  Procefs 
of  Time.their  Pofterity  left  off  the  Idolatry 
of  fervtng  falfe  Gods,  and  worfiripped  the 
true  God  only^  For  thefe  Samaritans  itAii^ 
biting  the  Country  between  Judea  and  Xjs^ 
lilee  (vere  Neighb6urs  to  the  Jew's ^  and  at 
length  they  learned  fome.  Part  of  the  fewifi 
Religion,  and  pretended,  when  it  uras  for 
their  Intereft,  that  they  were  a-;kin  to.  the 
Jews^  and  had  xlefceiwed  from  ^r^fciMi, 
Ifaac^  ^d  Jacob.  As  for  Inftance,.^;.  lo, 
tf  this  Chapter,  the  Woman  pretended  that 
the  Samaritans  were  the  Pofterity  of  the 
Patriarch  Jacoh.  But  they  came  riot  to  jF^- 
fufaUm  to  offer  Sacfifide,  but  had  a  Temple 
in  Mount  Gerii^^im^  firft  built  by  SanbaBat^ 
after  the  Babylonian  Captivity,  in  vihicli 
Temple  they  offered  Sacrifice.  Froiri  this 
Schifra  there  fprang  a  mortal  Hatted  be- 
tween the  J^'v^^  and  th€  Samaritans^  which 
for  the  moft  part  excluded  common  Civility 
J  '  •  ?       .    ^  and 


Digitized 


by  Google 


^fS    f)f  SfirhudWorJhif.  V^llh 

^d  Cortverfatioo,  the  "^ws  truly  preeend- 
iiQg^  that  the  Temple  in  Jjsrufakm.  was  the 
Efoce  where  God  xronld.  liai^  Sacrifice  dteri- 
ed,  the  Samariutns  ialfly^  that  the  Tefppie 
upon  Motrat  G^^n'^ft^  was  th^t  Piace^  "Syo^e 
Woman  of  Samaria  AitrtiwsQ  pevceiv<tQg  that 
^((r/w  was-ii  Prophet ^jpikt  this  QiwAion  to 

jAlMtttfix/»,;  3S  if  ibe/liad  (kid^  Jaraham  and 
%i^^  biiilt  Altars  ifi  this  Place  fok:.^crifice, 
oefore^erer  diereswas  aTen^ple.fbr  "SKrifioe 
^^emfaleniy  and^  therefore  we  thuok;  fhls^ 
asibefa^the  more  ancte  Plate  fqr  Sacfii^ 
k  ihat  IHaoe  where  Meo  aire  to  Woifbip.  But 
pjay^  that  in  Jera^lem  u  the  Phut  :wban 
Mehrmgia  to  wotfhip.  ■  What  fayeft  thoatb 
tljig'^iffbrence  ?  What  is  thy  Opinion? 
:  To  this^  our  Savibur/^fwerfe  two  Ways*  .■ 
:r.)Bv  fliewing  diat,  8$  the  <Mt  ^notur 
Sood,  niere  was  no  giie^Lt  need  to  trouble 
thcm&lyes  about  this  <2ontroverr}';   fV/man^ 
heliit^  me  that  the  Hdur  eometb  whew  ye  fhaff 
peithir  iif  tUs  Mountain^  nor  jet  at  Jerka- 
lefc,  worfbi^  the  FatbeK  That  is,  "  Trouble 
^'  not  your  felf  witfi  this  Difputp,  for  the 
?  Occafion  tif  it  in  a  Ihtk  Time  will  be  ta^ 
S^  keji  away.    Fp;  the  Sacrilicea  which  are 
T*  offered  either  in  ^fe^/^^^i  or  in  thi$ 
^^  Mount 6^^ri;si0f,{faai|  ceafe,  and  theTcni^" 
^'  pies  tbemfeives  (ball  be  deftroyedy  and  fa 
^'  ••      -'  •  ^    ".      ^  :  V-.  ,       .•:.,  ..jrthc 
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the   Queftion  pofitwely  in  thefi^,  ,Words: 
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was  now  high  time  for  Men  and  Women  to 
apply  their  Minds  to  Things  of  greater  Mo- 
ment, than  the  Controverfy  about  Qeris^im 
and  j6ruf$Um.  Buty  ftys  he,  the  hour  com^ 
eth^  ana  now  is,  when  the  true^  Worfhippers 
(ballfVorfbip  the  Father  in  Spirit  and  in  Trutb^ 
For  the  Father  feeketb  fucb  to  Worjhi^  ^i^f 
that  is,  there  is  another  kind  of  Service  and 
Worihip,  Which  both  Samaritans  and  Jews 
are -almoft  quite  Strangers  unto^  and  is  of  a 
very  different  Nature  fironi  that  of  bringing 
Sacrifices  of  Birds  and  Beafts  to  a  Temple, 
that  pretends  to  the  Privilege  of  being  the 
only  Place  for  that  purpofe  in  the  World  9 
And  this  Worfliip  chei|ly  confif^s  in  offer- 
ing Prayers  and  Thanlcfgivin^s  to  God  out 
of  a  Mind  full  of  Piety^  Purity,  andChari- 
ty,  And  with  thisWonhip  God  is  incom- 
parably more  delighted  than  with  whole 
hutntmOfffrings  and  Sacrifice:  And  to  make 
Way  for  this,  all  the  Frame  of  your  Exter- 
nal Religion,  fliall  foon  come  to  an  End,  and 
the  Dbftrine  by  which  it  is  to  be  dcMie  i% 
already  heguti  to  be  preachM  to  the  World. 

Then  our.  Saviour  ends  with  the  Reafon.^ 
why  this  Worihip  is  mqft  pleafing  to  God, 
as  in  the  Text,  God  is  a  Spirit,  and^  thei 
^hat  JVorfhip  bini,  ntuji  JVorfhip  him  in  Spirit, 
^ndinjrutbv  ■'.':-'  '   '/, 
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Thus  much  concerning  the  Occafion  of 
the  VTords,  and  the  Light  that  yields  for 
our  Underftanding  of  them. 

In  difcourfmg  whereupon,  that  which  I 
defign  is, 

I.  Farther  to  explain  and  illuftrate  the 
true  Meaning  of  Our  Saviour  in  them. 

IL  To  put  in  exprefs  Cautions  againft 
Conclufions  that  have  been  weakly  inferred 
^om  them. 

in.  To  prefs  the  true  pra£lical  Dodrinc 
that  is  contained  in  them  by  fuitable  Exhor- 
tation. 

I.  Tb  explain  and  illuftrate  the  true 
Meaning  of  the  Words :  To  which  End  it 
wiilbe  needful  to  enquire  into  thele  tbrte 
Things  only. 

1.  What  we  are  to  underftand  by  that 
Saying,  God  is  a  Spirit  ? 

2.  What  it  is  to  worfiif  Qod  in  Spirit 
and  in  Tnttbi 

%,  Wherein  lies  the  Force  of  that  Reaibn 
why  we  mu/i  worjbif  God  in  Spirit  and  in 
Truths  becaufe.  God  is  a  Spirit  ? 

I.  Wh^  is  the  Meaning  o{ Spirit,  when 
it  is  faid,  God  is  a  Spirit? 
-  And  without  doubt  the  Word  Spirit  is 
here  ufed  to  exprefs  the  Nature  and  Efencc 
of  God :  And  it  fignifies  Two  Things. 

I.  That  God  hath  nothing  of  Body  or 
Matter  in  his  Nature,  but  is  purely  a  Mind, 
that  is,  accordbg  to  tlie  more  popular  way 

of 
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of  fpeaicmg,  . a  ^piriL  -  Tt  fequircs '  great  cx- 
ercileof  Thought  to.  arj^ve^at  the  Pauofo- 
nhka^Notipp  of  Mb^  or  Spirit,'  and'  xnofi' 
Men  letting  in  thfefar  greater  part  of  their 
Knpwkdgp  'from^  Impreffions .  made  liporf  the 
outwar.(Jr§?Ji(q^  by  bcxgly  Thjngs^  lie  un^er 
g^e^t-'Di&eolties  v^hen  $hey  try  to.  apf^e- 
Heediite^NituFp  pf  a;Spir;if^  anol  .corpmonly 
they  confound  it  with  the  Imagination.  o£ 
BoajtjQfMattcr :  But th6(0iQqty  pif;the ;  Nc> 
tion  is^^tootnecciT^^fy  toReligipii  ,*  It  is  enough 
for  us  to  underftand,  that  there  is  fomethjjig 
in.ourfeibve9jf:afld  tliatf  the  .feif.  I^bfer  Part 
cJf  &di  Natlires,  by.  'which.. u^  think,   we 
ttifoi^^^ijriknow  Goodiroifl  Evil,  we  have 
free-WilL   and  can  choofe  a  greater:  Good; 
whi^hWd'foi'efe^,  before  a=  lefFerGborf  that 
is  prefent,  in  a  Word,  by,  which  we  arc  Rca^ 
foriab^e'^Ofe^t^rts*    Nowi  ttat  Part  of  our 
Natures  by  which  we  do  all  ^  this,   is  not 
fiodt^r^t^K;  br  any  Cttthpbfitioh  of  Matter^ 
it*berng  impi^ible'  for  meir6  Matter  ttf  think 
or  reafon,.  ahS  vety  eyid^ht  that  we  caii 
exfercffa^'thefe  'rational  Powers  vety  often 
ife  is  almbflr  quite  deceias^di 
Mind  or*  Siiirit  by  which 
'   thefe  thin ss  j '  wKeh  we 
^,  our  mtemrtg^4s/thai?h^ 
and  t&kth^.i/d  Wife  and 
:hit  whereas  we  are  Body 
le  is'p'aVdy  i  Spirit  that 

is. 
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Worfliipping  God:  For  that  of  neceflity 
rtiuft  be  founded  upon  the  moft  Worthy  and 
Honourable,  that  is,  upon  the  True  Notioii 
of  God,  in  particular^  that  he  is  a  Spirit. 

5*  We  are  to  conceive  of  God,  not  only 
2S  a  Spirit^  which  is  the  moft  Perfeft  Kind 
of  Beings,  but  as  a  SpiHt  infinitely  Perfeft, 
or  incoittpafably  the  Beft  of  that  peft  kind, 
that  is,  that  he  is  Infinite  in  all  the  Perfedi* 
onspf  a  Spiritual  Nature  or  Being;  Where- 
as all  other  Spirits,  the  Spirits  of  Men  or 
Angels, have  in  them  a  finite  and  limited  pro- 
pdrrion. .  The  proper  Ferf eftions  of  a  Spirit 
are  Reafon,  Wifdora,'  Freedom,  Choice^ 
Goodnefs,  and  all  Virtue:  Thefe  are  its 
MoralPerfeAiotis,  as  its  Natural  Perfeftion^ 
area  certain  Vaftnefsof  Power,  and  Large- 
nefs  of  Prefcnfe,  and  an  Exemption  from 
Coxruptibility,  which  belong  not  to  Matter 
or  Body  :  And  all  thcfe  are  infinite  in  God  j 
That  is  to  fay,  God  is  the  moft  Free  Agent, 
of  boundlefs  Reafon  arid  Utiderftanding,  of 
nioft.perfeft  Goodnefs,  of  irrefiftible  Power, 
of  immenfe  Prefence,  and  of  eternal  Dura- 
tion^ Now  although  it  is  not  exprefly  faid 
in  the  Old  Teftament  that  G#^  is  a  Spirit^ 
yet  tholt  Perfeiftions  are  frequently  and 
plainly  attributed  to  him  there,  forijetimes 
indeed  under  figurative  Expreflions,  by  which 
the  Scriptures  condefcend  to  the  C^pacjty  of 
People  not  yet  inftrucled  in  the  beft  Way 
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of  Religion^  Hedceit  is,  that  his  Power  is 
exprefs^d  by  his  Arm^  and  his  Knowledge  by 
Ej^es^  ai^  his  Goodnefs  by  Bowels i^  and  the 
like  i  Which  Metaphors  taken  from  humane 
feodiesarenot  ufed  in  the  N6w  Teftament, 
which  Defigns  to  raife  in  us  higher  Appre- 
henfions  of  God,  than  the  Ifraelites  had: 
And  therefore  our  Saviour  tells  us  God  is  a 
Spirit,^  revealing  thereby  to  us  what  indeed 
urasdifcoverable  by  Natural  Reeafon,  it  being 
evident  to  thofe  that  gave ,  their  Minds  to 
confider  thefe  things,  that  the  foremention'd 
Perfedions  cannot  belong  to  Body^  And 
^erefore  fince  they  are  infinitely  in  God,  he 
isnotaBody,  but  ^  Spirit:  But  it  requires 
fo  much  labour  of  Mind,  and  fucb  an  un-- 
wearied  abflradednefs  of  Thought  from  bo- 
dily Things  to  corrie  td  this  Conclufion  by 
Philofophy,  that  our  Lord,  who  came  to 
inftruft  Men  of  all  Capacities  in  Divine 
Things,  hath  not  left  his  Dffciple*  to  gather 
this  Doftrine  from  Phildlophy,  which  they 
arc  few  who  can  Stterid  to^  but  delivered  it 
in  a  plain  Prbpodtion,  and  left  it  to  be  believ- 
ed upon  his  Authority,  arid  thofe  Teftimonies 
of  Divine  Revelation,  by  which  hii  whole 
Dodrine  is  confitmed* 

This  is  all  that  I  think  fit  to  fay  ppon  the 
firjl  Head,  that  Gbd  is  a  Spirits 
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2.  We  are  to  enquire  what  it  is  to  wor- 
pf  God  in  Sprit  and  in  Truth  ?     And, 

I.  What  IS  to  be  underftood  by  worflifp- 
|)ing  God  in  Sprit?  And  the  Anfwer  to  this 
is  plain. 

I.  We  worjhip  God  in  Sprite  When  we 
Xvorfhip  him  with  our  Spirits  or  Minds.  For 
we  are  capable  of  honouring  and  worfhip- 
jping  God  two  Ways,  anfwerable  to  thofe 
two  Parts  of  our  Nature  of  which  we  are 
compounded,  viz.  Body  and  Spirit,  that  is, 
we  are  ca^mble  of  worfhipping  God  with 
Bodily  Worlhip,  which  is  the  Worlhip  of 
our  Bodies,  and  with  Spiritual  Werftip, 
which  is  the  Worlhip  of  our  Souls  or  Spirits* 
The  former  is  done  by  bowing  wt  Knees 
to  him,  by  vocal  Prayer  and  ThankfgivingSy 
by  fcparating  Places  for  his  outward  Service, 
and  by  frequenting  Religious  Aflemblies 
there,  anil  by  doing  all  thofe  Things  where- 
by we  make  an  outward  Profeffion  of  fer- 
vmg  and  honouring  God.  But  the  other^ 
that  is,  the  Worfhip  of  oui'  Spirits,  is  done 
by  Spiritual  Aftions,  of  which  we  are  con* 
fcious  to  our  felvcs,  and  which  God  fec^ 
but  none  elle  can ;  and  thefe  are.  Reverent 
and  Honourable  Thoughts  of  him.  Love  of 
his  infinite  Goodnels,  Fear  of  his  holy  Ju* 
ftice.  Faith  in  his  Word,  Reliance  upon  hit 
Wifdom,  Power  and  Providence,  and  an 
hearty  Refignation  of  our  Wills  to  his  Will, 
tod  Subjedion  to  hfe  Authority  j  thefe  are 
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all  the  ithmediate  A^^ions  of  our  Minds  and 
reafonable  Natures ;  and  when  we  are  thus 
affcdcd  towards  Gad,  thenwe  worfliip  hioi- 
with  our  Souk)  that  is,  we  qiake  a  real  Ac« 
knowledgrnent  of  his  h%h  Perfedions,  by 
a  Temper  and  Difpofition  of  Mind  that  is 
fuitable  to  every  one  of  them* 

2;  Thae  is  yet  fomething  more. included 
in  worjbifpi/ig  God  in  Sftriti  and  that  is^ 
with  all  tbofe  Diffofitiqns  that  are  the  frO' 
per  Terfe^ions  of  a  Spirit^  and  which  ren- 
der our  Spirits  like  to  God,  who  is  the  raoft 
perfe^  ^irit;  and  thofe  that  I  mean  are 
Charity  and  Purity,  which  being  added  to 
Piety,  or  to  thofe  dire£l  Acknowledgments 
of  God's  Perfe^ions  by  Love  and  Faith,  i^c* 
do  make  up  that  Worfbip  of  God  in  Spiri; 
which  our  Saviour  teacheth* 

I  told  you  that  Goodnefs  was  one  of  the 
proper  Perfedions  of  a  Spirit,  and  this  con- 
fifts  chiefly  in  thofe  two  Virtues  of  Purity 
and  Charity,  which  include  all  others.  Tp 
worfhip  God  in  Purity,  is  to  worfliip  him 
with  a  Mind  pure  firom  i^nfual  and  worldly 
Lu(b,  difengag'd  from  Luxury  and  Volup- 
tuoufne^,  from  Ambition  and  Covetou^ 
nefe,  and  from  the  Dominion  of  flelhly  and 
worldly  Defires,  with  a  Spirit  of  Sobriety, 
Temperance,  Contentednefs,  ind  Chafticy, 
without  which  Virtues  a  Man  cannot  wor- 
fliip God  in  his  Mind  as  he  ought,  becaufe 
the  cobtrary  Difpofitions  hold  his  Spirit  in 

X  2  Bondage 
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Bondage  to  carnal , and  worldly  Appetites, 
and  WiU  not  Itt  him  afceiid  to  heavenly 
Things,  that  is,  to  the  Reverence  and  Love 
of  God;  of  God,  I  fay-,  whois^an  Objeft  not 
only  pnlike,  but  contrary  to  thofe  lipon 
which  a  vicious  Man's  Affeftions  are  enga- 
ged. .To  worfhip  God  in  Chai'fty^  is  to^ 
worfhtp^  hiffr  with  a  Mkid  free  froiti  Ha- 
tred, Envy,  and  Revenge,  >Vith  a  Mind 
averfe  from  doihg  the  leaft  Wrong  to  any 
Man,  and  difpofed  to  do  Good  to  all  M(n^ 
to  fiiccour  the  Needy,  t6  forgive  Wrongs^ 
to  love  Enemies,  to  pray  for/  Perfecators,  ttf 
proniote  tHe  Welfare  of  all  others  in  Things 
relating  both  to  their  prefent  and  their  fii-* 
ture  Happinefs.  And  thus  to  worlhip  God 
^itb  a  pure  and  charitable  Mind,  is  to  wor- 
Ihip  him  not  only  in  Spirit,  but  with  the 
propter  and  ffloft,  excellent  Perfedtions  of  a 
fpiritual  and  reafonable  Nature^  or  in  thole 
which  make  us  like  to  the  Father  of  Spirit s. 
For  the  Meafure  of  that  Ltkenefs  to  God 
which  is  our  Duty,  is  made  to  confift  in 
Hdincfs,  that  is,  in  Parity  and  Charity,  we 
are  to  purify  our  felves  as  he  is  pure^  and 
.W6  are  to  be  merciful  as  our  heavenly  Father 
is  merciful^  and  this  is  to  be  holy  becaufe 
Hod  is  holy. 

The  Sum  is  this:  God  is  worfliipped  in 
^piirit  when  we  acknowledge  his^  Goodnefs, 
by  loving  him  above  all  Things  and  all  his 
other  Spiritual  Perifodions,  by  fuitable  M- 
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fedionsjn  our  felves/  and  wlien  for  his  Sak^ 
we  purify  our  felves  from  worldly  and  feiif. 
fual  Lufts,  and  are  difpofed  by  fincere  Cha^ 
rity  and  Good- will  to  do  all  good  Offices  to- 
yr^td^  every  Man.    And, 

^.  This  is  to  Jbfi  add^d  .alio,  tp  makw  the 
Wprflaip  of  ,6od  io  Spirit  qompleat,  that 
this  Piety  and  Virtue  ii  t(f  he  Conftant  and 
HakituS.  For  jour  Souls  cannot  ,be  faid  to 
I?e  Well  or  ill  qualified  upon  any  other -Aot 
count,  than  as  they  are  generally  and  ha- 
bitually difpofed;  as  tbpif  Conftant  and 
Natural  Tenor  is^  fo  thjpy  m»y  be  ^id  to 
l>e  aflfededf  An  IrreligJQU?  Man  may  (bme*- 
times  have  a  Fit  of  Piety ;  a  JLuftful  Man 
may  have  his  Tim.e§  of  reflefting  upon  his 
impure  Life  with  Shame  and  Abhopr^pce; 
a, Malicious  and  Un^h^rit^ble  Mai>  may 
now  and  then  relent,  and  bg  touch'd  with 
Compaflion :  But  the  Temper  of  pur  Mwd? 
is  good  pr  bad,  according  to  that  Bent  and 
Difppfition  which  prevails,  and  is  become 
fiatural.  And  therefore  to  worfliip  God  in 
Spirit,  is  to  be  habitually  pious  in  the  pTfpo- 
fiOQn  of  our  Minds  towards  God^  and  to 
ferve  him  with  that  Parity  from  fenfual  and 
worldly  Lufts,  and  that  Charity  towards  all 
Men,  which  is  conftant,  and,  as  it  were,  i^ 
b«:ome  the  very  Nature  and  Genius  of  our 
Minds,    This  is  to  wprfhip  God  in  Spirit. 

2.  This  is  alfo  to  worfliip  him  in  Truth. 
J?Qr  rfiefe  Two  Expreffions  do  not  fignify 
^  X  3  l^Yq 
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two  di^rent  Things,  bat  one  and  the  fame 
Thing  with  different  RcfpecJ:s ;  as  if  it  bad 
been  raid)  the  Spiritoal  Worlhip  is  his  true 
Worihip,  and  not  Outward  Worflaip,  but 
this  not  as  Truth  is  oppoied  to  Falihood, 
but  idk  is  oppoCed  to  thefe  two  Thii^S) 

I*  To  that  which  is  kfs  fvr/if^*    And, 

2.  To  Tyfes  artd  Figures, 

I.  Td  that  which  is  Ufs  ftrfeH.  And 
io  tt  is  oppofed  indeed  to  ajl  External  and 
Bodily  Worfli^  whatfQever,  which  is  fair 
le&  villUable  in  it  felf,  andieft  acceptable  tq 
God,  than  the  Sacrifice  of  a  l^ous  Mind, 
accompanied  with  Purity  and  Charity,  bue 
yet  is  nece{lary  and  acceptable  too.  He 
that  loves  God  \lrith  all  his  Heart,  makes  a 
|Bpi«  real  Acknowledgment  of  his  Good- 
jiefe,  tha<n  by  all  the  good  Wotxis  he  can 
giv&  Him.  He  that  bepds  his  Will  to  the 
WiUdfGod,  doth  really  confer  his  Autho- 
rity more  efiedaally,  than  by  bowing  his 
Kiiee  to  himj  which  is  but  Flattery  with* 
©6t  .the  other.  He  indeed  honours  God, 
\vho  is  fo  raviih'd  with  the  Contemplation 
6f  tjhc  Divine  Pumy  and  Charity,  that  he 
leafhs  of  God  to  be  jxire  and  charitable  hina^ 
felf,  without  this  his  veit>al  Praiies  wouk) 
be  Mockery. 

i.  This  fs  faid  ^o  be  true  Woriliip  m  Op- 
pofition  to  ifhe  T^j^s  and  Tkures  oi  Mofes% 
Law,  beca\ii4e  diis  is  that  mid  and  fubftan- 
tial  W«y  of  ^vingGod,  which  was  prefi- 
•  ^  ^red 
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gured  by  fcveral  Rules  of  outward  Worfhip 
and  Dilcipline,  given  to  the  Children  of 
Jfraelj  and  which  were  to  continue  till  th? 
Reformation  that  was  to  be  made  by  Curi/L 
Part  of  the  Ritual  Religion  of  the  Jpaelites 
was  typical  of  what  "Jifu^  fliould  do  anii 
fufFer  for  the  Redemption  of  Mankind,  and 
alio  Part  of  it  was  figurative  of  that  Spiri- 
itual  Service  and  more  excellent '  Worlhip, 
A^bich  the  Difciples  o(Jffp'/f  fhould  perform 
to  iQod ;  their  Circumcifion  had  the  moral 
Signification  of  Purity  of  Heart  from  flefWy 
and  inordinate  Lufts ;  their  Burnt-OfFerings 
and  Sacri^ces  ^ere  to  be  of  the  beft,  not 
only  to  prefigure  the  immaculate  Sacrifice 
of  the  Death  of  ChriB^  but  the  Innocence 
and  RighteouftijBfs  ojf  his  Difciples,  who  arc 
to  *con{ecrate  their  Souls  tp  God,     And 
tbofe  Legal  Sacrifices  Aycre  to  be  offered  up 
only  in  that  Place  which  God  made  holy  to 
himfelf,  to  inftrucfc  u$  that  he  ^^ould  accept 
of  no  other  Service  than  that  jyhicb  ^vaj 
offered  by  a  pious  Mind,  which  is  the  Ten)- 
pie  God  delighteth  in,  as  he  witnefles  hini- 
felf,  Ifaiab  6$.  i,  2.  faying,  iVbere  is'  the 
Houfe  that  ye  huild  unto  me?  And  where  is 
the  Tlace  of  my  ReBf  To  him  will  I  look, 
faith  the  Lord^  that  is  of  a  fontrite  Spirit, 
and  trembleth  at  my  Word.    For  the  Minq 
t£  2L  good  Man  is  the  true  Temple,  where 
pod*s  Glory  is  indeed  fpoken  of,  here  hi? 
^aij^e  is  ho^our'd,  and  his  great  Perfedir 
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ons  ador'd,  his  immerifc  Prefence,  his  infi- 
nite Power,  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs,  effeftu- 
ally  acknowledged,  not  only  by  a  bare  Con- 
feffion  that  there  is  a  Being  abfolutely  good 
and  perfea,  but  by  AfFeftions  fuitable  to 
the  Divine  Attributes,  his  Goodnefs  being 
here  bvM,  his  Juftice  fear^,  his  Fidelity 
and  Truth  trufted,  and  his  Sovereign  Do- 
minion own'd,  by  a  Spirit  of  Obedience  and 
Submiffion,  and  his  Purity  and  Charity 
praised,  by  Imitation;  and  this  is  a  niore 
effeftual  Acknowledgment  of  the  Divine 
Perfedions,  than  whole  Burnt -Offerings  and 
Sacrifices^  by  how  much  it  is  better  for  i 
Man  to  give  Himfelf  to  God,  than  to  give 
him  a  Beaft.  And  this  it  is  to  wormip 
God  In  Trutbj  that  is,  in  the  Reality  jind 
Subftance  of  Divine  Worfhip,  which  was 
indeed  biit  fli^dowed  out  by  fome  of  thofe 
Laws,  that  were  to  hold  the  "Jews  no  longer 
than  till  the  Gofpel  was  to  be  made  known 
to  the  World. 

'  And  thus  much  concerning  the  Meaning 
of  thefe  Words,  to  worjhi^God  in  Sprit  and 
in  Truth.  - 

The  third  Point  was  to  confider  wherein 
the  Force  of  that  Realbn  lies  why  we  tnufi 
^Drjhi^God  in  Spirit  and  in  Trutb^  becaufe 
God  is  a  Spirit.  -  And  the  Force  of  the  Rea- 
fon  lies  plainly  in  this,  that  this  is  the  only 
Worfhip  that  is  fuitable  to  the  Nature  (M 
^  God.    For  becaufe  God  is  a  S£irit^  that  is, 
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becaufe  he  is  hitnfelf  a  Being  of  infinite  Un- 
derftanding  and  Reafon,  therefore  he  will 
rtot  count  himfelf  ferv'd  and  honour  d  by  us, 
if  wfe  do  not  honour  him  with  our  Reafon 
and  Will,  that  is,  with  our  Minds,  The 
reafonable  Part  of  our  Nature  is  incpmpara- 
bly  the  befl:  Part  of  it,  and  that  which 
makes  us  bear  the  Image  of  God,  who  is  a 
'spirit;  and  therefore  with  our  outward 
jPretences  we  do  but  mock  him,  as  much  as 
in  us  lies,  if  we  do  not  reverence  him,  and 
iove^  him,  and  fubmit  our  Souls  to  him.  And 
becaufe  God  is  a  Spirit  of  infinite  Goodnels 
and  Purity,  therefore  no  Worfhip,  no  Pre- 
tence of  honouring  him,  can  be  grateful  to 
him,  if  our  Minds  are  affefted  a  quite  con- 
trary way,  that  is,  if  they  be  impure  and 
ynqharjtable.  And  tho'  we  can  ccmceal 
pur  Contempt  or  Hatred  of  a  Man  from 
his  Notice,  under  artificial  Shews  and  Ap? 
pearances  of  Seryice  and  Friend  (hip,  yet  we 
canngt  hide  from  God  the  Iniquity  of  our 
Hearts,  by  our  Formal  Pretences  and  Out- 
ward Profefliqn  of  Service;  and  therefore 
fhe  Sacrifice  of  the  Wicked  is  an  Abomination, 
to  the  Lord»  God  to  be  fure  cares  not  for. 
the  Complepnient  of  a  Man  that  means  not 
to  lerve  him,  tho'  his  External  Profeffions 
be  never  fo  plaufible  ^hd  fpecioi^  The  bell: 
Inftance  of  Similitude,  by  which  any  one 
pay  come  to  a  lively  Senfe  of  t^is  Thing, 
js  tjiat  which  is  proq^pte^  by  our  Saviour  in 
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the  Title  under  which  he  exprefleth  Goc| 
in  the  former  Vcrfe :  The  Hour  comet h  when 
the  true  WorjbiffersjhallworMf  the  Father 
in  Spirit  and  in  Truth ;  for  the  Father  feekr 
eth  fuch  to  w^rjhip  him ;  for  God  is  a  Spirit^ 
Now  a  good  Father  is  not  honoured  by  his 
Son,  tha  he  has  the  moft  beautiful  Shape, 
tho'  his  Countenance  fhews  the  Likenefs  of 
his  Father,  if  yet  his  Son  be  a  Villain  or  a 
Fool  A  gooG  Man  is  not  at  all  pleafed 
with  his  Child's  outward  Likenefs  to  him, 
if  h(p  degenerates  from  his  Father's  Virtue 
and  ^ifdouj,  and  bears  no  Refemblance  to 
him  in  Moral  Perfeftion,  which  is  the  Per- 
jfeftionofthebeft  Part  of  his  Nature.  How 
much  lefs  can  bod,  who  is  the  Father  ofSvi- 
ritSy  who  is  alfo  a  pure  and  infinitely  perfeO: 
Mind,  without  aniy  Mixture  of  Body,  how 
fliould  he,  I  fay,  be  pleafed  with  external 
Expreflions  of  Worihip,  that  are  no  way 
like  any  PerfeSion  that  is  in  God,  when 
that  inward  Goodnew,  that  Spiritual  Virtue 
Js  wanting,  by  which  indeed  we  ijiay  re- 
semble the  Purity  and  Holipefs  of  the  Di- 
yine  Nature  ?  And  the  Homage  we  pay  IQ 
God  with  our  Bodies,  when  we  \vant  the 
Spiritujil  Endowments  of  a  pious,  and  cha- 
ritable,  and  a  pure  Mind,  is  ta  be  fure  as  of 
}ittle  an  Atxount  with  God,  as  the  Bodily 
Shape  of  a  Son,  who  is  void  of  gpod  Man- 
ners and  Virtue,  is  pleating  to  his  Earthly 
P?ir(5nt,  who  himfelf  is  a  good  Man.    And 
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therefore  our  ^  Saviour  intimating  in  thi$ 
JPlace  that  God  is  our  Father^  doth  thereby 
give  us  to  underftand  why  he,  being  a  Spi^ 
rity  muft  be  worlhif^)ed  in  Spirit  and  in 
TVuthy  bedaufe  they  are  our  Minds  and  SpiV 
rits,  by  which  we  are  like  him,  and  bear 
iiny  Refemblance  to  his  Perfeftions,  So 
then  if  by  a  vicious  Will  and  worldly  Af- 
fections we  degenerate  from  him,  we  do 
him  the  greateft  Dilhonour  we  can,  which 
we  can  never  be  able  to  repair  by  any  out- 
ward Profeflion  and  Service. 

And  fo  much  for  the  Illuftration  of  th$ 
Meaning  of  our  Saviour's  Words. 

II.  The  fecand  general  Head  was,  to  put 
}tk  Caution  againft  wrong  Concluiions  that 
Ijave  been  made  from  thefe  Words,  by  fome 
that  ha vei  perverted  and  abufed  them,  to 
wit,  that'  no  Outward  Worfhip  is  pleafing 
f:o  God  at  all,  but  that  he  is  rather  offended 
with  it.  becauie  it  is  unfuitable  to  his  S[^ 
ritual  Nature,  at  leaft,  that  the  Care  of  fei> 
ting  it  out  with  any  Rites  ^r  Ornaments,  is 
not  agreeable  to  the  Simplicity  of  Evai^^ 
cal  Worfhip;  and  in  particular,  that  no  one 
Place  is  upon  any  Account  more  hotv  than 
another,  and  that  Difference  of  Places  is 
taken  away  by  the  Gofpd.  Now  altho? 
thefe  Consequences  are  very  weak  aiul  foo- 
ii(h,  yet  be^aufe  inconflderate  Men  have 
|)eeh  carried  away  into  the  Belief  of  tbem, 
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Tcannbt  thiak  it  beftdes  mjr  Buimefs  to  fay 
fomething  to  them ;  and  that, 

I.  By  fhewing  that  otjr  Saviour's  Rear 
ibning  m  this  Place  does  by  no  n^eans  exr 
elude  the  Duty  of  giving  Bodjly  Worfhip 
and  External  Honour  to  Qod* 

2..By:fhewin^  the  abfolute  NeccflSty  of 
fuch  Worfhip,  in  order  to  true  Chriftia* 
city. 

j^  That  our  Saviour's  Rcafoning  here 
excludes  it  not.  To  this  purpofe  I  haye  al- 
ready  told  you  that  Spiritual  Worfhip  k  cal- 
led true  Worfhip,  in  Oppofitkxi  coXi)i)tward 
and  Bodily  Performances,  not  as  Truth  is 
Qp^ed^  to  Ealfhood  or  UnlawfulQ?fs,  but 
as  it  is  oppofed  to  that  which  is  lefs  perfed 
andlefs  valuab^.  Now  of  this  Way  of 
-ExprefRon  there  are  feveral  otter  InflaQces 
jn  the  Scripture;  Qur  Sayiour  iaid  of  himr 
fcff  that  he  was  the  true  K/W,  and  the  true 
Br^<«//,&c.  But  will  any  Mat|  ai^ue  fi-om 
hence  either  that  there  is*  no  Qth^  3re8d, 
or  BO.other  Vine, .  or  that  they.ar^  npt  to  bQ 
ufed?  God  faid  in  the  Old  Teftameot,  / 
will  bavjg  Mercy ^  find  not  Sacri^e;  IjiQW 
bei'e  is  more  Cc^sur  from  thefe,  Words  to 
exclude  Sacrifice,  as  being  lirom:  tte.TijQe 
unlawful  to  be.!Qfered..  But  who  does  dQ( 
fee  the  J  Meaning  of- fuch  Expreffion^  is  to 
ihew  t\i&Preference  of  one  thing  before  ano- 
ther, not  that  this  ntdh^  quite  lai^^afid^ 
biittbat  in  com^arifon  'tis  nothing  to  the 
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former  ?  And  fhall  not  our  Saviour  give 
plain  reafon  why  God  is  incomparably  more 
pleafed  with  a  pious  and  good  Mind^  thaa 
with  all  External  Ways  of  honouring  and 
worfhippin^  him,  but  he  muft  prefently 
make  all  his  Outward  Service  needlefs  and 
unprcrfitable?.Or  is  there  any  thing  in  the 
Scope  of  this  Place,  with  the  fhewing  of 
which  I  began  this  Difcourfe,  is  there  any 
thing  at  all  in  that,  I  fay,  that  excludes  the 
outward  Worfhip  of  God,  which  is  agree- 
able to  the  Inftitutions  of  the  Chriftiah  Re- 
ligion, that  forbids  the  vifible  Profeffion  of 
hoxK)uring  God,  by  aflembling  tc^etber  for 
his  puWicfc  Service,  that  (hall  hinder  the 
building  of  Houfes  for  that  Service,  that 
fhall  reproach  the  making  of  them  beautiful 
and  magnificent,  fuch  as  may  befeem  that 
Ufe  to  which  they  are  fet  apart,  or  that 
ftiall  void  all  Rules  and  Provifions  for  the 
decent  and  orderly  Performance  of  this 
Service  in  them  ?  Here  is  indeed  the  Spiri- 
tual Worfhip  which  I  have  been  defcribing, 
oppofed  principally  to  the  Legal  Sacrifices 
and  the  Temple  Service  of  the  Jews^ 
which  were  to  be  foon  abolifh'd  j  and  the 
reafon  given  why  it  is  infinitely  better  than 
thofe  that  were  to  ceafe,  holas  indeed,  to 
give  it  die  Preference  too,  to  thatt  outward 
Worfhip  which  was  to  fucceed,  v;^.  be- 
caufe  God  isr  a  Spirit  j  but  it  doth  not  hold 
to  aboliU)  all  Kind  of  External  Worfhip^ 
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but  rather  to  eftablifh  that  Outward  Wor- 
ftiip  of  the  Gofpel,;  Which'  is  more  a^reca-, 
ble  ind  ferviceable  to  the  worfhippmg  of 
Crod  in  Spirit  and  in  Truths  than  the  Mojaich 
Ser\/ice  \*^asi  He  doth  not  now  require  to 
be  fervid  with  Sacrifices  of  living  Creatures^ 
Or  the  Fruits  of  the  Earth,  but  with  the 
ftiorc ,  feafonable  Service  of  Prayers  and 
Thankfgivings,  vi^ithout  the  other;  and  tho* 
the  fdrmer  was  to  be  perfornied  but  in  one 
Place,"  ycf  this  may  be  oflFered  up  every 
^hfcre ;  and  God  now  experts  no  Outward 
Worfhip  to  bcj  perfornied  in  Religious  Af- 
femWies,  but  what  Temples  may  be  buil^ 
for  in  any  Place  of  the  World,  feeing  he  is 
every  where  prelent^  and  of  every  iMathn 
he  thatfeareth  him^  and  wofketh  Right eoufi 
nefs^  is  accented  of  him. 

To  conclude  this  Matter  f  Tho''  God  is  al 
pure  Spirit,  yet  we  are  Bodies  as  well  as 
Spirits,  and  there's  the  Authority  of  St.  Paul 
as  well  as  natural  Reafon  for  it,  that  we 
are  to  glorify  God  in  our  Body^  and  in  oufr 
Spirit^  which  are  Goa*s^  i  Cor«  6  20.  Be- 
caufe  God  is  a  Spirit,  therefore  the  Worfliip 
of  the  Spirit  is  moft  valuable ;  but  becaufe 
we  are  Bodies  too,  therefore  Bodily  Woiy 
fhip  is  not  to  be  neglefted. 

2,  Tiiis  is  abfolutely  necefFary  in  ChriftJ- 
anity,  and  therefore  was  never  intended  to 
be'^ixtluded  by  our  Saviour  in  the  Words  of 
the  Text*  To  omit  the  Example  of  our 
-    '  Saviour, 
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Saviour,  who  himfelf*  llie^^ed  External  Re- 
verence when  he  prayed,  kneeling,  lifting 
up  his  Eyes,  nay,  even  falling  proftrate  up- 
on, the  Ground,  himfelf  inftituted  an  Out-s 
ward  Service,  of  Rehgion ;  he  Inftituted 
Baptifm,  and  the  holy  Communion  of  the 
I^ucharift,  and  Religious  Affemblies  of  his 
Church,  for  the  common  Service,  -  Which 
cannot  poffibly  be  obferved  without  Exter- 
nal Religion  and  Bodily  Worfhip.  And  if 
Outward  Religion  ftaiids  upon  the  Authori* 
ty  of  our  Lord,  and  was  inftituted  by  his 
Apoftles,  it  is  ^  fenflefs  thing  to  mike  any 
queftion  about  that  Reverence  of  Outward 
Behaviour,  and  thofe  Ornaments  of  God^ 
Houfe,  and  the  Furniture  thereof,  by  which 
we  are  to  teftify  that  we  ferve  the  great  God 
of  Heaven  and  Earth,  and  that  as  we  ierve 
him  with  pure  Minds,  becaufe  that  is  the 
beft  we  can  give  him,  (b  becaufe  we  are  ta 
ferve  him  outwardly  too,  we  will  ferve  him 
alfo  with  the  beft,  even  of  thofe  Things,  by 
which  we  are  to  make  a  Profeffion  of  ho- 
nouring him  before  all  the  World.     ^ 

And  thus  much  for  the  Caution,  where-* 
with  the  Text  is  to  be  underftood,  that  we 
might  not  think  that  thefe  Words  of  our  Sa-* 
viour  do  deftrov  Outward  Religion  and  Bo^ 
dily  Worfhip,  oy  taking  away  the  Lawful-, 
nefs,  Profitablenefs,  Needfulnefs,  or  Divine 
Acceptance  of  that- 
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.  ,Bu|:  then  cV^ri  this  Caution  had  ffeed  he 
guarded  by  another,  viz..  that  w^  are  not 
cl^eretore  at  Liberty  to  run  thie  Servfce  of 
God)  into  Foriiialities  and  Ceremonies  with- 
out Bouads  or  Limits,  for  this  the  Do£trine 
of  the  TText  will  not  juftify,  brut  condemm 

'  I.  We  ar^  fur^ly  to  obferv;e  thofe  Limits^ 
that  God  himfelf  by  an  exprefs  Command 
hath  preicribed  to  us^  and  that  is,  that  we 
fbould  not  wprfhip  him  by  any  Vifible  Cor-, 
poreal:  Rcprefientations,  as  the  Ifrailites  of 
old  did  once,  when  i]^cj  turned  their  Glory 
pao  the  Similitude  of  a  Calfy  and  qfs  f  hefe 
Samaritans  did,  who  worfhipped  God  un- 
dev  the  Reprefentation  of  a  Dove,  as  like- 
wife  do  thofe  corrupted  Chriftians  of  the 
Church  of  Rome  at  this  Day,  who  worfhip 
**  God  the  leather  under  the  Similitude  of  an 
Old  Man :   I  fay,  we  are  not  to  worfhip 
God  hy  Pi&ures  or  Images,  no,  tho''  they 
be  pretended,  nay,  much  lefs  if  they  be  pre- 
tended to  be  Reprefentatives  or  Kemeni- 
brances  for  us  of  his  own  incomparable  Ma- 
jefty.    ^ye  need  not  wonder  that  God  hath 
exprefly  forbidden  this,  it  being  direCkly 
contrary  t;o  the  reafon  of  his  Spiritual  Wor- 
flbip,  that  he  requires,  viz.  thsit  himfelf  is  a 
pure  and  perfeft  Spirit:   He  is  the  living 
and  true  God^  and  the  Image  is  but  a  fenfle^ 
and  inanimate  Thing.    God  is  every  where 
by  his  Immenfity  of  Prefence,  the  Dull 

Imagp 


Digitized 


by  Google 


SenXII.  Of  Sfiritual  JVorfljip.     521 

Image  is  fixM  to  the  Place  where  it  ftands, 
it  cannot  move,  but  as  it  is  moved,  nor 
does  it  fee  or  know  any  thing  where  it 
ftands.  What  therefore  can  be  a  greater 
Reproach  to  God  and  our  Saviour  ^^^ 
Chriffy  than  to  worfhip  him  by  fuch  difho- 
nourablc  Means  as  Wood  or  Stone?  To 
what  doth  this  tend,  but  to  corrupt  the 
Nbtions  of  the  People  concerning  God,  to . 
make  them  think  meanly  and  dilhonoura- 
b!y  of  him,  as  they  muft  needs  do  if  they 
take  the  Godhead  to  be  like  fuch  Things, 
urhich  is  worfe  than  if  they  had  but  fuch 
Thoughts  of  him  as  they  have  of  a  good 
Man  ?  For  the  preventing  of  this,  and  other 
fuch  Mifchief,  God  hath  exprefly  forbidden 
the  worfhipping  of  any  Piftures  or  Images 
whatlbever.  And  truly  if  there  be  any  fuch 
Advantages  to  be  made  of  Image- Worjfhip, 
in  Comparifon  to  which  the  Danger  of  it 
were  nothing  at  all,  how  comes  it  to  be  (b 
fevereiy  prohibited  ?  But  when  we  confider 
for  whofe  Sake  chiefly  the  Profitablenefs  of 
ferving  Images  is  pretended,  we  fee  how 
true  it  is  that  the  Wifdorti  of  Man  is  Foo- 
liflinefe,  when  it  would  mend  the  Prbvifi- 
ons  of  God.  For  by  the  Ufers  of  Images 
we  are  told,  that  by  all  means  Images  are 
to  be  retained  and  honoured,  becaufe  they 
are  ?the  Books  and  Remembrancers  of  the 
common  People,  and  Helps  to  their  Piety 
and  Devotion,  and  therefore  thev  muft  not 

Y  b« 


Digitized 


by  Google 


^11     OfSpirifudWerJhif.  Vol.  If. 

be  without  them.  But  all  wife  Men,  and 
feveral  of  the  wifeff  even  of  the  Roman 
Communion  have  con^fsM  it,  that  the  Peo* 
pie  who  want  inftru£J:ion  moftof  all,  are 
nioft  apt  to  be  led  into  the  worft  Superfti- 
tions,  and  intp  the  moft  diUionourable 
Thoughts  of  God  by  having  Image%  and 
that  it  is  one  of  the  hardeft  Things  in  the 
—    '^  it.    Perhaps  Philofophers 

ly  be,  qS  the  better  forty 
:inguifli  between  the  Dul-^ 
and  the  Glory  of  the  Pi-o- 
:h'ey  may  not  fuffer  that 
>Vhich  they  convey  their 
eft  Obje^,  to  refleftany 
js  into  therafelvps  of  what 
^  yet  neither  is  ihat  ib 
cerfain^,  but  then  th^y  pught  not  to  do  that^ 
which  looks  to  the  World  as  if  ttiey  belie- 
ved the  Objeft  pf  our  Worfliip  was  To  rateaii 
a  Thing,  that  it  was  capable  of  b^ng  re-' 
l^refentea  by  Things  without  R^fon  and 
without^  Life ;  bat  much  lefs  ought  they  to 
doit,  when  God,  to  prevent  this  DjAionour 
of  his  own  Name,,  and  the  AJifchief  t^at 
Xvould.be  done  to  the  Souls  of  Men  by  the 
Worjfhip  of  Images,  ha?  exprefly  forbid  k. 
If  Image- Worfliip  had  b^en  commancfcd^ 
•  as  ^t;is  forbidden,  it  h^d   been  extreamly 
^ccelTaiy.  to  diftinguifli  between  Relative 
Worfliip  and  Abfolure  Worfliip,  between 
Worfliip  terminated  on  the  Image,  and  in- 
tended 
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tended  to  ttie  l^erfcm  reptefented  by  it,  be- 
tween taking  it  for  our  &viour,  and  taking 
it  foi:  a  -miftrable  ReprdTentation  of  him ; 
but  as  in  this  Cafe  fuch  Diftinftions  .had 
been  very  necefTary,  (b  as  the  Cafe  ftands 
they  arc^ Vain  and  impertitienn  For  if  Image- 
'Worfhip  had  been  coibmanded  or  prefcribed, 
t^e  were  to  worftiip  Images  but  as  Inwges, 
l)ut  being  fcfrbidden,  ^t  are  not  to  worftiip 
them  at  ail  y  1  fay,  if  it  had  been  allowed, 
we  muft  indeed  have  worftipped  them  not 
iJ«rithout  a  Diftinftibn,  but  as  it  is  forbidden, 
We  liiuft  not  worftiip  them  neither  with  a 
?Diftinftiow,  becaufe  it  is  forbidden  without 
a  Diitiflftidn,  and  as  ^univcrfally  as  Words 
can  exprefs  a  Thing. 

2.  Neither  are  Things  to  be  ordered  in 
^the  Worftiip  of  God  contrary  to  the  general 
^Riilesbr  Worftiip,  feeing  he  is  4  5^/>;Y,  and 
is  to  be  woi'ftiipped  in  Spirit  and  in  Truth -^ 
for  therefore' his  Wotftiip  is  not  to  be  clogged 
with  a'Crotid  of  C^remonieSj  as  if  he  were 
more  taken  with  the  Oftentation  of  Ceremo- 
ny, and  the  outwatd  Grandeur  :and  Ma jefty 
Ot  Service,  than  with  the  ^Simplicity  of  a 
good  Mind,  as  if  he  wer^  more  pleafed  with  " 
^  a  tedious 'Train  6f 'Formalities  and  Comple- 
mentings, ^harin-with  the  Ifltegrity  of  Faith 
and 'Obedience^  and  thefe  Things  are  not 
to  be  done,4eftMetffti^uld  be  diverted  from 
^  the  moft  ExccHent  Service  of  God  in  Spirit 
^        '  •         Y  a  and 
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and  fn  Truths  and  be  loft  in  the  Amufcments 
of  Pomp  and  Circmnftance,  which  are  Things 
that  the  People  are  delighted  with  moft  ge- 
nerally ^  and  therefore  tho*  for  their  Sakes^ 
for  their  Inftruftion,  for  the  heightning  of 
their  Devotion,  the  Romanijis  pretend  the 
ProfitablenefB  of  their  vaft  Train  of  Cere- 
monies in  their  Service,  yet  here  again  ap* 
(pears  the  Fooliflmefs  of  Men  when  they 
.would  be  Wifer  than  God^  the  People,  who 
are  more  fubjeft  to  Fancy  and  Imagination 
than  Philofophers  are,  are  lefs  able  to  bear 
fuch  Amufcments,  and  lefe  able  to  feel  a  true 
fpiritual  Senfe  of  Religion,  when  it  runs  out 
into  the  Entertainments  of  the  Eye  and 
Senfes. 

Our  Lord  therefore  thought  fit  to  infti- 
tute  a  pofitive  Religion  of  no  mcwrc  than  Two 
Rites,  the  one  of  Baptifm,  and  the  other  of 
the  Supper  of  the  Lord,  by  which  it  was 
plain  that  he  never  intended  to  gain  the 
People  to  his  Service  by  the  Charms  of  a 
ceremonious  and  pompous  Religion  :  In 
Compliance  with  this  inftruding  Example 
of  onr  Saviour,  the  External  Parts  of  Di- 
vine Service  (hould  indeed  be  adorned  with 
Gravity,  and  all  the  Marks  of  Reverence  and 
Decence,  which  the  Nature  erf"  fo  holy  a 
Work  requires,  but  not  wrapt  up  widi  infi- 
nite Superftitions,  Gcftures,  and  Obfervan- 
cesy  which  cannot  but  hinder  a  Man  from 
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feeling  the  Edge  of  it,  and  ftom  being  af- 
feded  with  thofe  Spiritual  Confiderations 
and  Inftruftiohs,  which  are  for  the  edifying 
and  bettering  of  the  Mind.    All  Things  in 
the  Chriftian  Worfhip  fliould  be  done  to  Edi- 
fication, and  with  a  conftant  Regard  to  the 
Rule  of  the  Text,  that  God  is  a  Spirit^  and 
mufi  he  worjbipped  in  Spirit  and  in  Truth. 
The  Heathens,  who  ^bounded  with  fuper- 
ftitious  Formalities  in  their  idolatrous  Ser-^ 
vice,  derided  the  Chriftians  of  the  firft  Age 
for  following  this  Rule  in  their  Worfhip,  for 
their  unpompousj^lemnities,  and  the  little 
outward  Shew  ot  comparifon  they  made  at 
their  facred  Things ;  but  the  Chriftians  con- 
ftantly  Mve  them  to  underftand,  that  the 
Godhead  was  not  fo  much  plcafed  with  a 
ftatcly  and  magnificent  Service  as  they,  ima- 
gined 5  that  (M  ftood  in  no.  need  of  Blood, 
or  Smoke,  or  Iricenfe,  or  Perfumes,  or  the 
like,  but  that  the  chiefeft  and  beft  Sacrifice 
that  he  liked,  was  a  Mind  pioufly  and  hum- 
bly deyotpd  to  him.    I  come  then  to 

III.  The  Third  General  ^ro^ounditdi^  which 
is,  more  efFeftually  yet  to  prefs  the  praftical 
Doftrine  contained  in  the  Text,  which  con- 
cerns the  abfolute  Neceffity  of  vnward  Piety 
and  Virtue,  if  we  would  worOiip  God  fo  as 
to  Pleafe  him  here,  and  to  be  rewarded  by 
him  hereafter.  And  as  the  Piety  of  the 
I^ind  is  expreffdd  by  outward  Worfhip,  fo 
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the  Virtue  of  ibe^  Nlind  is  known  by  fuitable 
Adions  of  Charitv  and  Purity  ,  and  there  ia 
not  the  leaft  Douot  but  Goodnefs  and  Since- 
rity is  the  good  Tr^^y  which  will  hirsg  forth 
good  Fruity  as  our  Saviour  bath  (aid.  So 
that  if  we  would  but  be  perfuaded  to  take 
Pains  with  our  felves  to  reform  our  Tem* 
pers,  and  fet  our  Miods  ai\d.  Aflfe^ions  figlxt^. 
luch  an  Alteration  and  Amendment  ia  us 
would  univerfally  influence  our  T^oughts^ 
Words  and  A^ions^  ^g^  would  farklify  us 
throughout. 

Now  of  all  Men  Chriffians  will  be  riioft 
inexGufable,  if  they  deceive  themfelves  with 
giving  God  an  ou^fide  Refped  ai|d  Service, 
diat  hath  no  Agreeii^nt.  witl;t;  their  Minds 
and  Anions,  that  is^  if  they  deceive  tbem- 
felves  by  Hypocrify,  for  indeed  jtris  no  bet- 
ter i  and  the  great  reaibn  of  their  Inexcufe- 
blenefs  is  this,  that  it  is  by  no  n^pans'fd  eafy 
for  a  Chriftian  thus  to  djeceivc  hivpfdff.  as  it 
is  for  a  Jew  or  an  Heathen. .  To  omit  the 
Cafe  of  the  Heathen,  the  external  Religion 
of  tkQ  Ifraelites  was.  iiwde  up  of.  Abundance 
of  Obfervances  aM  Ceremonies,  the  true 
reafon  and  meaning  of  divers  of  which  was 
very  little,  if  at  ail  underffwd,^  till  th^ 
Golpel  gave  Light  to  the  Meaning  of  them, 
when  indeed  they  were  to  ceafe.,.  Now  this 
was  fuch  a  Temptation  to  Men  qf  meap  Un^ 
derftandings,  tp  b^U^v^  tl|at  Cod  ^as  de- 
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lighted  with  the  Pomp  and  Grandeur  of 
outward    Worfhip ,   notwithftanding    their 
Sins,  tjipt  it  is  alrooft  the  wholt  Buunefs  of 
the  Prqpliets,  before,  in,  and  after  the  Cap- 
tivity, to  affure  them  that  God  cared  not  for 
trieir  Sacrifices;,   their  New  Moons,  their 
Sabbaths,  their  Terople,  nor  any  of  thofe 
Inftitutions  wiiich  himfelf  had  appointed,  fo 
lopg  as  they  were  Corrupted  in  their  Minds 
and  Manners,  and  Impure  in  their  Hearts 
and  Live;s.    But  as  they  plainly  had  fuch  • 
repeated  Admonitions  as  thefe,  fo  it  muft  be 
coajfefs'd  that  they  flood  in  great  need  of 
them.  Their  external  Worfliip  and  Religioa 
was  founded  upon  Temporal  Promifes,  and 
the   great  Solemnities  of  it,   fuch  as  the 
Paffovqr  and  the  Feaft  of  Tabernacles,  were 
ihftituted  in  Commemoratipn  of  Temporal 
Bleflings.  And  the  Religion  of  the  IfraeliteSy 
as  it  was  diftind  from.  Natural  Religion, 
feem*d  to  be  a  Law  of  ejfternal  Command- 
ments, and  to  confift  of  little  elfe  befides 
Bodily  Purifications  and  Worfliip.    And  al* 
tho*  they  were  excellent  and  mpft  wife  Rea- 
fons  for  which  God  trained  up  that  People 
ip  this  manner,  yet  it  muft  be  confefs*d  that 
it  was  not  of  it  felf  the  beft  V^  " 
God,  as  hiq)felf  fays  exprefly 
Statutes  that  were  not  good^ 
toat  ip,  fuch  as  were  not  good 
but  fuch  as  they  could  bear, 
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of  the  World  required ,  but  however  they 
provM  a  Teipptation  to  them,  to  place  the 
whole  Service  of  God  in  the  outward  Obfcr- 
vations  of  Religion,  and  to  overlook  the 
Moral  and  Spiritual  Service,  which  was 
agreeable  to  the  Nature  of  God,  who  is  a 
Spirit^  and  which  tends  to  the  perfefting 
of  our  Natures,  which  are  Spiritual  too. 

But  we  do  not  lie  under  thefe  Difadvan- 
,tages,  the  Bufinefs  of  Outward  Worftiip  with 
us  is  not  only  reduced  to  a  few  Rules,  but 
thofe  of  themfelves  highlv  ferviceable,  and 
plainly  leading  to  inward  Purity  and  real 
Virtue.    The  Admiffion  into  the  Church  of 
Chriji  by  Baptifm  doth,  we  know,  fignifjr 
that  Purity  of  Heart  and  Life,  to  which  a 
Chriftian  is  obliged.    The  Commemoration 
of  the  Death  of  ChriH  in  the  holy  Commu- 
nion is  the  proper  Means  of  mortifying  our 
carnal  and  worldly  Lufts,  aiid  alfo  of  cruci- 
fying the  World  to  us,  and  our  felves  to  the 
World,  by  the  Crofs  of  ChrlJi^  in  Hope  of 
Everlafting  Life.     So  in  our  Prayers  and 
Praifes  we  are  taught  to  look  in  comparifon 
to  nothing  elfe  but  Spiritual  and  Eternal 
Bleflings.    Our  Religion  reprefents  God  to 
us  as  a  pure  and  perfed  Spirit,  moft  hohr, 
wife,  and  good,  and  is  altogether  framM  for 
clean  Gng  of  our  Minds  and  reforming  of  our 
Lives,  by  Rules  of  the  moft  perfeft  Piety 
and  Virtue,    And  yet  after  all  we  may 
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make  It  a  ftmn  ofGodlinefs^  and  deceive  our 
felves  ftill,  tho*  it  be  fo  hard  ro  be  deceived, 
where  there  is  fo  little  Temptation  to  it.  We 
may  place  our  Confidence  in  the  outward 
Baptifm  without  the  Regeneration  of  the 
Spirit,  in  the  holy  Communion  without  the 
Love  of  Gfod  and  Charity  towards  Men,  in 
our  outward  Profeffion  without  a  fuitabic 
Temper  in  Mind  and  Praftice  of  Life.  In 
our  Prayers,  and  Thankfgivings,  and  Religi- 
ous  Affcmblies,  we  may  draw  near  to  him 
with  our  Ups^  while  our  Hearts  are  far  from 
him.  But  then  in  thus  doing  we  are  more 
tnexcufable  th^n  the  Jews^  and  it  (hall  be 
mpre  tolerable  for  them  at  the  Tyayofjudg-- 
mefit  than  it  ihall  be  for  us,  who  have  twn* 
ed  the  Gofpel,  the  Grace  of  God^  into  Wan^ 
tonnefs^  who  have  held  the  Chriftiafi,  the 
moft  holy  Truths  in  JJnrighteoufnefs^.  and 
have  i)ot  profited  by  the  moft  Divine  Dif* 
penfations  of  Knowledge  and  Religion* 

To  condude :  'Tis  an  ill  thing  to  truft  in 
ir  Form  ofd^dlinefs  without  the  Power  of  it  ^ 
but  then  ^hd  jiefs  Danger  there  is  of  mifcar- 
rying  by  Hypocrifv  of  this  fort,  the  greater 
Condemnation  Siall  we  incur  by  it  j  and  if 
of  the  Formal  Jew  it  was  faid,  as  an  Aggra- 
vation of  his  many  Faults,  notwithftanding 
that  were  condemnablein  him,  that  he  how- 
ever approved  the  Things  that  were  more  ex^ 
(ellenty  Rom^  2.  iB^  i^U^t^  more  (hall  it  be 
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reckonM  to  oujr  Accpunt  in  the  great  Day  of 
Accounts,  that  we  knowing  an^  approving 
Things  more  ExceHeqt^  have  yet  fallen  inii^ 
^wiflj  Hypocrify,  and  caacje  a  Shew  pi  I^e- 
ligion  and  ferving  God,  while  yetj  ojtjr  He^ycu 
we*e  full  of  Iniquity,,  and-  oul  Natures  aa4 
Tetuperaof  UnrightQQufnefs ,  and  in  our 
Mioda  were  Enemej$  to  God  bj  wkkfd  Wprks^ 
Whatihatf  we  then  do  to  prevent  fo  great 
Condemnation?  Thei:e  is  no  queiftion  but 
wc  are  all (atisfiei: tliAt  Godexpfti^a  from  us 
an'  Heart,  fuU  of  Piety  and  Charity,  s^P^  a 
LiferfuU  of  Virtuij  and  good  Works,  and 
we;fliQuld  itake  care;tpi,aBftrer  the  Expedati- 
on  of  jGpd  in  this  thingj^  for  the.  mote  effe-r 
diwl  fecuring  of  which;  ]|od,  can,  we  dp  tn&t- 
ter,,thaia  aft^  our  putwaid  Hopour  is  giyef> 
tO:Gpd,  when  we  have  con-Yerfed  wi^th  his 
Word^  and  have  been  in  any  meafi^e  affedr 
ed.wlth  his  Service  in  Prayer  or  Praife,  th^, 
I  fay,  often  to  Dcfleft  evcpy  one  of  us  upon 
onr  feives  in  this  rijanner  ?  "  Is  my  Nature 
•^  and  Tecaper  any  thing  ^eforoied  b^  my* 
Worfliip ,   and    eonverfing    with    holy 
Thixigs?  Am  I  better  a^le  tq  reQft  T^mpi- 
"  rations,  and  to  deny,  the  Pl^afwes  of  Sjn 
^^  in  the  Hope,  of  Eternal  Life,  and  more 
"  ready,  to  do  goo^,  and  to  abound;  ip  Worksi 
*'  of  Charity  ?  Am  I  made  Partaigjr  any 
^'  thing  more  t>f  thje  Divine  Nature  by 
*^  Gad*s  Service,  and  have  \  leamt  to  live 
+  •'  aboye 
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f'  above  the  common  Principles  of  worldly 
"  Wifdom,  and  above  the  rate  of  common 
^'Examples?  .,/„..  '  '  '  " 

Now  truly  if  no  fuch  EfFefts  and  Altera- 
tions be  wrought  in  us  by  our  Religion  and 
WotfiSpi  all  thatjwft  have  left  to  coiiwienci 
jis  ta  CtO^s  a  Farm  ofGodllnefs^  which  tho* 
it  may  help  to  deceive  othersj^  and  our  felves 
mod  of  all,  yet  Go(£wiH  n^t  be  deceived  or 
impofed  ppont  God  is  not  mchd^  J^lI^  ii 
iT^iftc^  and  f^if^dt  worJBip^K  mujt 
worfiip  him  in  Spirit  ap^  in^  Ttut^. :  ^ 
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SERMON  XIII. 

Of  Right  Intention. 

MATTH.  VI,  3cxii,  xxiii. 

The  Light  of  the  Body  is  the  Bye : 
If  therefore  thine  Eje  bepnHey  thy. 
whole  Body  Jf^^ll  be  full  ^  IJghi- 
But  if  thine  Eye  be  evilt  thy  zvhoU 
Bodj  Jhall  be  full  of  Darknefs, 

IT'is  manifefUy  the  Defign  of  ouc  Savioui!, 
in  that,  Part  of  his  Sermon  on  the  Mount 
with  which  this  Chapter  begins,  to  teach  u^ 
the  Neceflityof  a  Right  and  Pure  Intention  in 
all  the  Good  that  we  do.  And  the  particular 
ill.  End  he  would  have,  us  avoid  in  any  Kind 
<#well-doing,  is  Vain-glory.  And  the  goocf 
Adions  he  particularly  mentions,  bidding  us 
have  a  care  that  we  4>oil  them  not,  by  pro- 
pounding fuch  an  End  to  qu^  (elves  in  the 
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doing  thereof,  are  thefc.  Alms,  Prayer,  and 
Fafting.  His  Doftrine  isagainljt  Vain-glory 
particularly  in  the  beginning  of  the  Chapter, 
becaufe  it  was  a  great  Vice  of  the  Hypocrites 
of  the  Age  -y  and  he  inftances  in  the  three 
popular  Duties,  b6caufe  thofc  Hypocrites  fo 
notorioufly  ferved  their  vain-glorious  Ends 
hy  them.  But  then  it  is  very  plain  that  out 
Saviour's  Diffuafive  from  Vain-glory  was 
meant  by  him  for  an  Inftruftion  to  us  to  be- 
ware of  any  other  bad  Ends,  efpecially  of 
worfe  Ends  than  that  inentioned.  For  In- 
ftance,  if  we  are  not  to  faft  to  be  feen  of 
Men^  much  lefs  are  we  tofajifor  Strife  and 
Debate.  If  we  are  not  to  pray  for  the  Praife 
oi  Men,  much  lefs  are  we  to  make  Prayers 
to  devour  Widows  Houfes^  as  fome  of  tnofe 
Hypocrites  did.  So  likewife  thefe  three. 
Alms,  Prayer,  and  Fafting,  our  Saviour  itt 
the  firft  verfes  of  the  Chapter  puts  for  all 
Adions  materially  good.  And  what  he 
would  teach  us  is  this,  that  we  are  to  be 
careful  not  to  lofe  the  Reward  of  thofe  Re- 
ligious Performances,  or  of  any  other  oiir 
good  Deeds,  either  by  a  vain-glorious  Mean- 
ing, or  by  any  corrupt  End  whatfoever. 
Upon  which  Part  of  our  Saviour's  Sermon 
We  may  therefore  juftly  ground  this  Do- 
ftrine,  that  except  we  oe  Right  in  our  In- 
tentions as  well  as  in  our  Anions,  we  can- 
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1.  As  to  the  Vecejfity  of  propmnding  a 
good  End.  I  think  I  need  not  labour  much 
to  fhew  that,  it  being  very  plain  that  no 
Work,  how  good  foever  it  be  in  it  felf,  makes 
a  Man  acceptable  to  God,  or  rewardable  with 
hira,  if  a  Right  Intention  be  wanting.  But 
however  there  are  thefe  Reafons  of  it,  which 
I  think  fit  to  infift  on. 

I.  The  Choice  af  an  End  is  the  chief  Pri^ 
vilege  and  Excellency  of  our  Nature  above  that 
of  Brutes^  mdi  therefore  the  Intention  which 
we  jwoceed  upon,  and  our  being  moved  by 
an  End  that  we  defign,  is  that  which  pro- 
perly makes  our  Adions  Human  ASions^  ani 
principally  diftinguiflies  them  from  the  Ani- 
ons of  Beaftsj  wl 
Intention  of  a  Ma\ 
of  great  Confideri 
and  that  he  is  gc 
upon  the  Account 
he  is  moved  and 
Choice  of  an  En 
'from  a  Beaft,  it  i 
n^s  of  the  End  t 
idiftinguiftiing  a  g( 

2..  It  is  morec 
whicfi  we.propou 

our  iViUs  and  AffeBianf  far  more  than^  the 
Means  which  we  ufe  to  accoraplifli  them,  fln3 
therefore  thofe  Adions,  how  goo^  Toever^ 
which  we  ufe  as  Means  to  an  End,  do  not  fo 
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cfFeftually' render  us  good  as  the  End  it  felf 
which  we  aim  at.    A  Man  is  good  or  bad 
accordins  as  his  AfFeftions  are  placed,  as  he 
loves  or  hates,  hopes  or  fears,  defires  or  ab- 
hors, rejoices  or  grieves,  &c.    And  it  i^  the 
End  we  aim  at  that  carries  our  Pailions  along 
wifh  it,  and  not  the  Means,  but  only  for  the 
Sake  of  the  End,  and  thetefotc  thefe  have 
not  fo  confiderable  a  Share  in  giving  the 
penomiflation  of  Good  or  Bad  to  reafonable 
Creatures,  whofe  Privilege  it  is  to  know  and 
chufc  the  End  for  which  they  aft.    He  that 
giveth  Alms  for  Vain-glory,  loveth  the  Praife 
jbfMen  more  than  to  do  Good,  and  fince  he 
raaketh  his  Alms  a  Means  of  gettiilg  Ap- 
plaufe,  he  is  mod  certainly  a  vain-glorious 
Perfon,  but  charitable  he  is  not,  bccaufe  his 
End  is  corrupted,  and  it  is  that,  that  muft 
give  the  Name  to  the  Perfon,  and  not  the 
Action,  for  the  Matter  of  it.    He  that  re- 
ftraineth  hiraifelf  from   Drunkennefs   and 
ftiot,  but  this  only  left  be  ftlould  waftc  his 
Eftatte,  or  that  he  may  increale  his  Wealth, 
may  juftly  go  for  a  covetous  Man,  but  he 
has  not  the  Virtue  of  Temperance  •,  fo  long 
as  the  Defire  of  Riches  is  the  reafon  of  his 
Abftinence,  his  Abftinence  makes  him  not  a 
Jot  the  more  commendable  than  his  worldly 
Defires  leave  him.  And  therefore  if  Religion 
had  made  Prayers  and  Alms,  and  the  out- 
ward Appearances  of  Piety  and  Charity,  it 
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more  ccrtein  Way  of  coming  to  .the  Riches^ 
and  Honours,  and  Plcafures  of  this  World ; 
if  the  Protnife  of  thefc  Things  had  been  gi-- 
yen  to  the  Religious  Man^  itlftead  of  the 
Prdmife  of  Spiritual  Bleflings  and  Everlafiing 
Life,  the  Worldling  wotild  not  have  oppref- 
fcd  for  the  Encreafe  of  his  Bftate,  nor  urould 
hz}ft  lied  and  flattered  td  raife  himfelf  to. 
Greatnefs,  and  to  cdmpafs  Pleafures,  he 
would  have  given  Alms,  and  cohftantly  per- 
formed his  Devotions^  he  would  -have  done 
the  thing  that  is  righttous^  and  all  the  while 
bad  been  as  bad  in  Reality  as  now  he  is  in 
Appearance  t66,  his  Heart,  notwithftanding 
all  his  outward  Shew,  had  heen  ftill  eftran- 
ged  from  God  by  the  Idolatrjf  of  Covetaufnefs^ 
he  had  ftill  been  a  Lover  of  Pleafures  m&re 
than  a  Lover  of  God ^  and  ftill  he  had  valued 
the  Praife  of  Men  above  the  Praife  of  God. 
It  is  the  End  we  aim  at^  that  governs  oat 
Minds^  and  makes  us  what  we  afe,  far  more 
than  the  Means  j  and  therefore  be  the  Means 
never  fo  good  in  themfelves,  if  a  bad  Inten- 
tion fpoils  them,  the  Man  cannot  be  good^ 
.becaufe  as  his  Will  and  AfFedioms  are,  fo  is 
he  himfelf.    Froiii  hence  it  follows, 

9*  That  tho'  the  outward  A£iion  makes 
never  fo  good  an  Appearance,  and  be  in  it 
Idf  never  fo  good,  yet  if  the  End  is  naughty 
and  the  Intention  corrupt  and  bafe^  it  makes  a 
Man  a  4ov^nright  Hjpocritey  as  our  Saviour 
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calb  them,  tb^  faft^  and  pra^^  and  give  Alms, 
te\be\pen  of  Mm*    The  itioft  o&vteus  lMer«^ 
pretiatMn  af  doinga  Work  o|  Charity  is,  that 
a^  IVlaa  has  a  eopips^nate  and  fiieDeiicaiJE^ 
Mind^  but  if  lie  had  not  dode  tha  tbing,  uiu 
kfs'to  gain  the  good  Opinion  of '  Mhers,  he 
feign^  himfelf  Cd  bo,  and  defires  to  be  t^ea 
£)f  u^hat  be  is  fior^^h^  is  in:  good  earaeft 
another  Kind  of  PerfiMi  than  wfetheS  would 
be  E)eii6ved  tobe^  he  mocks*  tk^  World,  but 
GMk  not  mocied,  who  knq/^s  his  Heart,  and 
fees  his  Ends/whil^  the)?  are  cotlcealed  &om 
^^fon.    And  now  that  wJiich  Men  efteem^ 
is  not  the  Benefit:  fo  n)uch  as^  the  Mind  of 
h;m  Ipom  whamc  thejr  receive  it  ^  w-e  xmy 
ihdeed  be  glad  of  a  Benefit  we  ifeceive  fbom 
another,  becaufe  we  heed  it,  but  if  we  could 
be  feiiafied  that  it  was  with  no  good  Defipn 
to  418,  but  out  oi  i^ere  SeMfiinefs  that  he 
was.  at  the  PaiiJs;  oi  at  the  G)fl  of  it,  he 
^oi^  iofe  all  our  real  Thanjcs  and  Efteem^ 
his  IQndnefs^  we  bould  not  value,  becaufe 
there  was  none  to  Value,  but  we  ihould  fcofft 
his  Diffimulation  and  Hypocrify.    It  is  ar  . 
plain  Cafe,  tkit  fetting*  afide  a  Man's  Inteo- 
ti^i  to  do  me  a  Kindrtefs  in  the  Benefit  he 
confers  upon  ine,  I  can  no  fnor^e  thank  him^ 
for  the  Benefit,  than  I  can  thank  a  Tfee  for 
yielxiingme  good  Fruit,  or  a  Fi^H  for  bring- 
ing, me  a  bouwiful  Crop  ^  therefore  the  Be- 
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nefit  that  pretends  to  defi;nre  Thanks,  pre- 
tends to  proceed  fbm  a  gpod  Intention;  if 
Hiat  be  \^nting  *tis  all  Hypoaify,  and  ure 
maj^  need  the  Benefit  #e  have  receiv©^ 
#hile  (this  fuppofisd)  ^t  ftorn  the  Author 
ofit^  But  now  God  needeth  us  not,  and 
therefore  ifi  an^  Service  itt  pretend  to  da 
him,  if  we  intend  not  thst,  but  fomething 
elfe  by  it.  We  givehiiri;  nothing,  and  can 
expeft  no  Reward  from  him^ 

Thus  much  coneertrnig-  the  Neceffity  of 
pious  Intention,  or  of  being  moved  by  gcxxl 
Ends  in  all  the  Good  we  d0.    But, 

1.  What  ate  thofe^w«^JE«^j  which  Chri- 
flianity  requires  us  to  intend^  and  to  be  mo-' 
ved  by  in  good  Works  ?^  They  are  fo  often, 
mcuicatcd  in  the  Scriptures,  that  I  ffiall  do 
little  more  than  name  them.  They  arte  ei- 
ther, 

i.  General.    Or, 
2i  Particular. 

1.  The  General  gavd  l^nds  we  arc  t6  in- 
iend  are  thefe  Four. 

I.  AgoaJ  Ctmfvience. 

II.  The  QUfry  afGod. 

III.  Out  oi»h  Sdvatim.    And, 
lY.  The  Good  of  others^ 

i.  One  General  Motive  to  good  Works^ 

which  the  Scripture  propounds  to  us,  is  the 

Difcharge  of  a  good  Confcience  in  all  Things^ 

Which  fuppofes  a  Senfe  o£  E)utyy.and  a  Per-^ 
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fuafion  of  the  Neccflity,  or  at  leaft  of  the: 
Laurfulnrfs  of  What  we  do,  to  be  a  necefla- 
ry  Principle  of  well-doing  j  I  muft  and  will 
do  fuch  or  fach  a  thing/or  abflain  from 
this  or  that^  becaufe  I  am  bound  ift  0)n- 
fcience  to  do  the  one,  and  to  forbear  the 
other;  It  muft  be  one  End  of  doing  well, 
that  a  Chriftian  is  to  intend,  to  preferve  the 
Purity  of,, his  Confciencc:^  To  this  purpofe 
St.  P^//,5felIs  us^  that  the  End  of  the  Com- 
marfdmiht  isCbamy  out  of  a  pure  Hearty  and 
dut  of  a  good  Gonfcience^  i  Tim.  !•  5.  And 
thus^s  to  the  particular  Duty  of  Subjeftion 
to  Authority,  the  fame  Apoftle  fays,  that 
we  muft  be  fubje3^  not  ovly  for  fVrath^  buc 
for  Confcieme  fake ^  Rom*  13.  J.  Anditi^ 
to  this  Purpofe  that  he  lays  down  that  Max- 
im, Whatfoever  is  not  of  Faith  is  Sin^  Ronv 
14.  23.  (i*  f.)  whatfoever  a  Man  does,  be- 
ing not  perfuaded  that  God  commands  it  or 
allows  it,  it  is  to  him  Sin.  And  we  have 
tile  bleffed  Apoftle  for  an  Example  of  ma- 
king Confcience  a  Principle  and  End  of  Afti- 
/  on  ^  fays  he,  A9s  24.  i5.  /  exereife  my  Jelf 
^^  to  have  always  a  Confcience  void  of  Offence 
towards  God  and  towards  Men^  that  is,  it 
was  his  great  Ekfign,  and  his  great  Care  in 
the  G)urfe  of  his  Life,  and  in  all  his  AiH- 
one,  to  maintain  the  Peace  aod  Joy  of  his 
Confcience.  Of  like  Confideration  with  this 
n  tiiat  excellent  Reafon  of  doing  what  19 
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Good,  VIZ.  Becatife  it  is  Good.  And  this 
is  that  which  the  Apoftle  plainly  uraeth, 
Thih  4.  8.  Finally^  Brethun^  what^ever 
Things  ate  true^  z9fhatfoever  Things  are  hor 
W^^  whatfoevfir  Things  areju^y  whatfoever 
Things  are  fure^  whatfoever  Things  are  love- 
ly^  whatfoever  Things  are  of  good  Report  \ 
if  there  be  any  Virtue^  and  if  there  he  any 
Ttaifiy  think  on  thefe  Things. 

2.  We  are  alfo  required  to  do  all  Things 
to  the  Glory  cfGod^  as  St.  Paul  exprcfly  fays, 
I  Cor.  10.  ji.  and  this  our  Saviour  pro- 
pounds in  the  foregoing  Chapter,  as  the 
Reafon  that  fhould  move  us  to  good  Works, 
V.  16.  Let  your  Light  fo  fhine  before  Men^ 
that  they  may  fee  your  good  Works  ^  and  GLO- 
RIFTyour  Father  which  is  in  Heaven.  And 
thus  St.  Peter  exhorting  to  the  beft  manner 
of  performing  Chriftian  Offices,  adds,  ^A^ 
God  in  all  Tilings  may  he  glorified  thro^  Je^ 
fy^Chrifi^  I  Pet.  4.  11.  •     ^ 

J.  We  are  moreover  direfted  to  pro- 
pound that  Eternal  Life  which  is  promifed 
ifl  the  Gofpel  as  the  End  of  our  good  Deeds. 
This  our  Saviour  largely  infifts  upon  in  this 
Chapter,  propounding  this  to  us  as  a  Mo- 
tive of  Alms  and  Devotion,  that  our  Father 
which  feeth  in  fecret  may  reward  us  openly^ 
V.  2, 6, 18.  And  again,  v.  19,  20,  21,  fore- 
©)mg  the  Text,  fays  he.  Lay  not  uf  for  your 
(elves  Treafures  upon  Earthy  but  lay  up  Trea- 
fare  in  Heaven-^  for  where  your  Treafure  is^ 
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there  mil  your  Uegrts  he  alfe,  Aad  truly 
this,  the  Promife  pf  Eyerlaftidg  Happine^ 
was  that  which  be  perpetually  laid  do\ya 
befwc  his  Hearers  in  all  his  Preaching,  to 
win  them  to  be  his  Difciples,  ^nd  to  obey 
his  I)o£trine. 

4.  Another  Genteral  End  of  our  4^ons 
Oi^ht  to  be  that  o£  doing  what  Good  we  cam 
in  the  World.  Thus  our  Saviour  perfuadiog 
bis  Difciples-  to  the.  truly  Chriftiaft  life,  en- 
gages them  by  this  Conlideration,  that  they 
were  to  be  the  Salt  of  the  Eartbt  and  by 
th^r  good  Examples  to  fecure  the  Manners 
pf.Msuikind  from  Corriiptioo,  and  that 
t;heir  Light  was  to  fiine  before  Men^  that 
others  might  fee  their  good  Worksy  and  that 
IP  do  like  them,  ch  5.  foregoing,  w.  13. 16. 
AadSx>fatdhy$  in  the  Place  ftwementi- 
oned,  The  End  of  the  Commandment  U  Cba- 
rit}.  \  And.agun  in  like  manner  he  gives 
this  general  Rule, -i  Cor.  16.  14.  Ut  aU 
your  Things  he  dine  with  Charity, 
\  Thefe  are  the  Four  General  Grounds  of  a 
Tjtmlntentfov^  which  the  Scripture  r&» 
qttipes  us  to  b«ad  upon. 

And  now  if  it  be  a^d,  whether  thcpro-r 
pounding  of  Ibhieone  w  mdre  of  thefe  Ends 
tp'our  ielves  in  doing  what  ^  (xherwife 
good j  be  fufiicient  to  purify  our  Incentioos, 
atid  to  make  our  Anions  rewardaUe  in  the 
Life  to  come,  without  propounding  the  reft. 
Of  whether  it  be  ncccflary  to  be  influenced 
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by  all  of  theitt  in  the -Ooorie  ort)ttr  jLives 
And  AQtiOa^y- 

I  anfwer,  tliat  tbefe  Gmem^Ends  efweJU 
'iomg  do  inch}^  and  infer,  one  anther.    For 
IJiftanoe':  To  ^fign  tbe  .Glory  of  Go^  it 
all  our  A^i(»is,  is  to  do  that  diing  which 
iGod  requims,  t«caafe  iie  requires  it,:  and 
thereby  tii^  maJce  a  plain  and  full  Adsaowv 
Itidgrnem:  of  h^  Perfe3;i(»»,  of  his  Autfaov 
rity,  t^  fdibioekting  tout,  of  liis  JuftioE^  by 
not  dattng  to  ex^e  ourselves  to  it,  Jof  his 
bjnniprefenoe,!  t^  waUting  as  cvary  wbere 
in  his  Eye  attd^ht,  6f  lus  Merdy,  !b^  i 
thankful  ttftitg^e  BeneHts  of  it^  and  oFJitt 
jBaithfulnefs  a(id  Ti^tib  ^  by  truftio^.  hk^ 
Word  fer^ufpfieifentastd  I  future  H]q)piiroi9^ 
fit  obeying  hi&  Comnkands ;  this  it  &  to  io 
ail  Po  Gm^i  ^itry.   But  now  it  is  itnpoffibie 
to  (eparate  this  Princf^e,  this  general  Eiki  . 
of  and  Motive  10  good  Works^  fttJfa^hatof 
ConfcidACd  atid:  Faith,  ft^oin  tite  B^litf  of 
God*s  Perftftiohs,  and  IPromifes,  and  the 
Senfe  of  Duty  which  arifes  from  hence ;  for ! 
without  Faith  it  is  imt>offible  to  make  the 
Glory  of  God  our  End  in  the  Good  we  da. 
Again,  as  for  dcfeg  good  Wo  As  with  re- 
aped to  my  own  Salvation^  that  is  included 
in  both  the  other ;  for  as  far  as  I  am  re- 
trained frpsA  Sin  by  the  Fear  of  Punifh- 
|n«nt^  I  canoGft  but  acknowledge  Qod's  JtF- 
itice  againft  Siti.  and  intend  to  give  hin^ 
tlie  Gtory  of  his  Juftice,  in  forbearing  to  do 
'       ■     '  Z4  Evil, 
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Evil,  as  much  as  I  forbear  k  id  Aflurance 
that  otherwife  I  cannot  go  unpunifhed :  I 
«m  perfuaded  to  Repentance  by  the  Hope 
of  being  forgiven,  and  juftified  (/.  e.)  by  the 
Hope  of  God's  Mercy,  the  Glory  y/hereof  ig 
given  him  by  that  Hope.  Again,  God  hath 
promifed  to  bring  me  to  Everlafting  Happi- 
jiefe,  if  I  perfeyere  in  the  doing  of  what  he 
commands,  therefwe  I  do  ndt  fee  it  poffible 
for  me  to  obey,  with  Intention  of  obtaining 
that  Happinefs,^  without  believing  his  Pro* 
mife,  and  acknowledging  his  Truth  and 
jFaithfubefe  who  has  promifedt  Finally, 
thefe  Principles  of  Motion  feera  to  be  inte^ 
parable  from  that  of  Charity,  or  defigning 
Xhe  Good  of  others,  with  which,  as  the 
Apoftle  fays,  all  our  Thi^s  are  to  be  done, 
For  no  Man  that  is  awakened  into  a  Seofe 
bf  his  own  Salvation  caxi  be  unconcerned 
for  his  Brother,  nor  can  any  Man  defign 
the  Glory  of  God  who  is  indifferent  whe-r 
thcr.God  be  glorified  by  others  or  not.  In 
ftiort,  thefe  Principles  of  Motion  are  diftinO; 
from  one  another^  but  they  cannot  be  di- 
vided. 

Thefcfore  I  acknowledge  it  tQ  be  neceflfa- 
ry  that  all  our  Doings  he  good  by  every  one 
of  thefe  Ends  and  Prmciples,  by  Faith,  by 
Confcience,  by  Piety,  by  Charity;  for 
where  one  of  thefe  is  wantii^,  fom^thins 
is  wanting  that  is  eflential  to  the  Goodnel$ 
of  a  Man,  and  without  which  it  is  impaffi- 
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ble  to  pleafe  God,  and  this  whether  we  con* 
fider  the  Nature  of  the  Things  themfelves, 
the  want  of  any  of  them  implying  great 
Pegeneracy  and  Vicioufnefs  of  Mind,  or 
whether  we  conlider  the  Law  of  God, 
which  requires  all. 

But  then  however  the  Qpeftion,  whether 
pne  of  thefc  Principles  or  Ends  will  fandify 
a  good  Work  without  the  reft,  is  of  no  Ufe, 
and  needled  to  be  made,  becaufe  thefe  are 
fb  chained  one  to  another,  that  they  cannot 
be  divided;  and  therefore  he  that  cloes  the 
thing  that  is  good  out  of  Faith,  believing 
in  God,  and  expeding  his  Rewards,  is  the 
good  Map,  whofe  Intention  is  pure  in  all 
Kefpeft?, 

Neither  ought  we  to  enquire  fcrupuloufly 
which  of  thefe  Ends  hath  the  ftrongeft  In- 
fluence upon  our  Minds,  for  one  doth  infer 
another,  the  Prefence  oif  one  improves  the 
other,  and  if  any  one  happens  to  be  the 
leading  and  predominant  Principle,  tho^  it 
fhouldnot  happen  to  raife  up  the  reft  to  an 
equal  Height  with  it  felf,  yet  it  doth  not 
make  the  good  Works  thence  proceeding 
im^cceptable  to  Gpd^  and  that  for  this  plain 
Reafop,  becaufe  God  hath  no  where  fet 
them  one  ^gainft  another,  but  laid  them  all 
before  us,  and  required  us  to  take  them  all 
into  the  reafon  of  our  Adions.  You  are 
therefore  to  obferve,  that  thefe  good  Ends 
^re  Ihewn  us,  are  taught  us,  in  Competiti- 
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on  with  all  corrupt  and  wbtldly  EntJs  erf' 
Aftions  outvV'ardly  religious,  not  m  Cortrpe-^ 
tition  with  one  another ;  they  are  defigned 
to  exclude  Cov^oufnefs,  Vain-glory  gind 
Senfuality,  from  being  atij^  way  the  Princi- 
ples of  our  External  Religion,  out  not  that 
any  one  of  them  {hould  interfere  with  atid 
weaken  the  reft  ^  and  •  therefore  our  Care 
jiiould  be  to  exclude,  as  much  as  'poflible, 
all  Carnal  Ends,  becaufe  they  are  contrary 
to  the  other,  but  not  to  weaken  any  of  the 
Religious  Ends,  for  they  do  not  hinder,"  but 
promote  each  other. 

Indeed '  altlib'  one  Principle  Of  truly  reli- 
gious Intention  infers  all  the  reft,  yet  for 
the  better  fecuring,  and  in  order  to  die  per • 
fetting  a  fincere  Intention  ii}  the  general,  it 
is  highly  profitable,  ahd  for  the  moft  part 
very  necelftry,  that  we  (hould  by  frequent 
Confideratiort  lay  all  thofe  Ends  before  our 
felves,  by  the  propounding  of  ^)l^hich  the 
Intention  is  madb  fincere,  that  is,  that  we 
Ihould  oftett,  and  that  with  Deliberation, 
propound  to  our  felves  the  keeping  of  a  good 
p)nfcience^  riie  maintaining  Orour  Maker'^ 
Honour,  and  the  fecuring  of  our  own  Sal* 
vation,  and  fchfe  doing  of  Good  in  the  World, 
as  the  End  of  our  Being  and  Life,  and  a^ 
the  great  Mealurfe  by  which  we  ar6  to  dU 
reO:  and  goVern  all  our  Aftions.  Tl^  wc 
6ught,  I  lay,  to  lay  befort  our  felves,  with 
renewed  Purpofc  and  Refolution  to  make 
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ftiefe  the  Guhks  and  End  of  our  ading^ 
^en  specially  when  we  are  either  entring 
Ufon  the  iblemn  Ads  of  R^^on,  or  about 
tQ  engage  ill.  any  Bufinefe  where  there  i$ 
great  Temj^bn  to  Vain -glory,  or  Covo- 
toulheft,  Qr  to  any  other  wofdinate  Jffie^i^ 
on.  And  by  diis  Means  the  greater  and 
more  remarkable  Paflages  of  our  Lives  wiQ 
ipbt  only  be  fandified,  by  an  a^ual  intend- 
ing hereby  JHirity  of  Qmfcience,  God's  Glo- 
ry; our  own  Soul's  Salvation  at  laft,  ^nd 
others  Good,  but  the  more  common  Ani- 
ons of  our  life  will  beoome  holy  by  fkc{i 
ah  habitual  good  Intention, 
-  After  all^  it  muft  be  acknoi*rl^dged  that 
there  is  one  Principle  of  fincere  Intention, 
Which  in  k  fclf  is  ipore  excellent  than  the 
reft,  and  in  the  Improvement  whereof  in 
pur  felves  our  greateft  Perfef^ion  ftands, 
and  that  is  Charity,  which  comprehends 
Ae  Love  of  God  and  Man.  For  the  Good* 
nefe  dT  God,  I  may  fafely  fay,  is  the  moft 
Divine  Perfef^ion  of  his  Nature,  and  there^ 
hrc  the  Lovie  of  his  Goodnefs  is  the  beft 
Qpality  in  ours,  and  the  moft  EHvine  Prtn^ 
djde  of  yirtue,  and  the  moft  effedual  Caufe 
of  bving  and  doing  Good  to  others,  in  Im^ 
tation  of  his  Goodne^;  and  therefore  this 
t^rihciple  of  well-doing  is  more  mfifted  upon 
in  the  Gofpel  than  any  other,  and  to  this 
we  ihou|[d  have  a  particular  Regard,  in  en- 
d^vourlipg  to  fix  our  felves  upon  a  fmcere 
V*   '*        .       *       ;  .  ,    .     Intention 
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Intention,  and  that  by  a  frequent  Conlide- 
ration  of  the  infinite  Goodnefs  of  God  to  us^ 
and  to  all  Mankind,  by  recounting  to  our 
felves  as  many  as  we  cap  of  thofe  innume- 
rable Obligations,  for  which  we  are  indebt- 
ed to  his  Bounty,  to  his  Patience,  his  Mer- 
cy, his  wife  and  good  Providence ;  for  this 
way  we  fliall  not  feii  to Jhed  abroad  the  Love 
of  God  in  our  Heart Sy  and  therewith  the 
Refemblance  of  his  Goodnefs,  which  (lands 
\n  2L  ftrong  Difpofition  to  do  what  Good  we 
can  in  the  World. 

And  fo  much  fhall  be  fufficient  to  be  fppr 
ken  of  the  Four  General  Ends  ofwellrddtng 
required  in  th?  Golpel,  and  of  their  incJu- 
cjing  one  Another^ 

9.  There  *re  dKomore  Particular  Ends  of 
doing  what  isgood^  and  they  are  fiich  as  pe- 
culiarly relate,  arid  are  proper  to  the  parti- 
cular kinds  of  well-doing.  '  For  laftance  : 
Prayer  is  not  only  to  be  made  for  the  ge* 
neral  Reatbn,  a$  being  a  Religious  Albion 
i^  the  general,  but  it  is  to  be  ufed  alfo  as  it 
is  a  Means  of  obtaining  God's  Grace  for 
my  felf  and  others,  and  therefore  that,  and 
fuch  like  Ends,  are  to  influence  my  Inten- 
tion. So  when  I  faft  upon  a  Religious  Ac- 
count, I  am  to  intend  the  mortifying  of  a 
Luift,  or  chaftifing  my  felf  for  fome  Fault 
or  Faults,  or  for  the  quickning  of  E^votion, 
or  rather  for  all  thefe  Ends  together.  So  in 
gp^ing  Alms,  I  muft  be  moved  by  Qom- 
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paifion  to  m^  Brother,  and  defign  hl!$  Re- 
lief^ which  is  the  particular  End  of  the 
good  Work.  So  in  intruding  others,  in 
perfuading  them  to  Repentance  and  Virtue^ 
my  particular  End  muft  be  the  Good  of 
their  Souls.  So  again  as  to  all  ingenuous 
Profeffions,  or  other  lawful  Callings,  why. 
Men  are  not  only  to  propound  to  them-* 
felves  their  being  well  and  honeftly  em« 
ployed,  in  Obedience  to  the  Commands  of 
God  in  the  general,  but  the  doing  of  Good 
to  the  Society  of  Mankind,  which  is  the 
particular  End  of  their  Profeffion  or  Em« 
ployraent. 

An^I  truly  it  15,  in  moft  Cafes,  neceffary 
enough  aftually  to  propound  the  proper 
Ends  of  particular  good  Aftions,  in  order 
to  the  attaining  of  thefe  Ends.  For  In- 
ftance :  We  are  not  only  to  confider,  that 
the  receiving  the  Sacrament  of  Chrift's  Bo- 
djr  and  Blood  is  a  Duty  in  Obedience  to  a 
Divine  Command  (the  difcharging  of  which 
is  the  great  End  of  our  fo  doing,  and  we 
are  to  be  fo  minded  in  all  other  Relkious 
Performances)  but  we  muft  alfo  intend  the 
particular  Ends  thereof,  which  are  the 
Conimemoration  of  Chrift's  Death,  the  re- 
newing of  our  Covenant  with  God,  and  the 
ftrengthning  our  Refolution  to  live  to,  and, 
if  need  be,  to  die  for  him,  who  died  for  us  j 
for  iS  we  do  not  defign  thefe  Things,  the 
outward  Performance  will  not  effedt  them. 

For 
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For  a  Concllifiott  of  this :  The  greatest 
IMfficulty  is  in  fixing  odr  Intemibn  u^ 
thofe  Qenerdt  Eftdj  tfeit  Win  nMifcc  it  finr 
eepe,  and  when  that  is  cbne,  it  is  no  harct 
Matter  to  -defign  alfo  thofe^  Pariituiar  E^ 
riiat  are  proper  lb  excite  i  good  Work.  If 
a  Man  be  infltiertced  by  Gonfcicnce,  by  the 
Defire  and  Hotpe  of  BveHaftihg  Salvation, 
and  by  a  Spfiiric  of  Piety  and  CHdrlty  in  all 
that  he  does,  he  will  almoftnatirfstly  intend 
the  particular  End  of  any  good  Adion,  of 
every  Religious  Service  towirds  God,  of 
his  Profeflion  and  BdfinefS  m  iht  World, 
he  will  give  for  the  Supply  of  his  Brotfeet^s 
Need,  he  will  faft  for  the  fabdiifng  of  h^ 
Bodily  Appetites,  ind  for  the  humblbg  of 
his  Soul,  or  the  like,  and  he  wiil  laboar  irf 
his  Profeflion  for  the  particofar  Bienefit  that 
others  receive  l^  it. 

I  fhall  only  add,  that  k  k  h%Mt  profita- 
ble, in  order  to  the  fecuring  of  our  Sinceriw, 
to  fix  upon  as  many  good  Ends  as  we  can  m 
alT  the  Good  we  do,  beeaufe  this  w3!  no^ 
only  beft  fecure  oar  Perfeveranctf  in  doing 
well,  but  alfo  our  Sncerity  and  HeartineS 
in  ft. 

And  thus  have  I  fliewn  you  at  large 
wliat  Purity  of  Intention  is  5  thefe  are  the 
Ends  General  and  Particular  that  Rbli^od 
requires  us  to  fix  upon,  that  we  may  be- 
come Perfons  truly  good  and  holy  in  Heart 
as  well  as  Lifc< 

I  proceed 
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I  proceed  .next  m  the  third  place  to  en- 
quire^whether  the  mixing  &f  other  Ends  with 
thefe  fpoils  the  Goodnefe  of  our  Intention, 
; ;  Now  for  our  Inftrufkion  and  SatisfaQiion . 
mthisPbint^  I  fliall  lay  down  t^re^  Rules. 

I*  A  had  End  doth  always  J}f oil  the  Intent 
iion^  He  tltet  fafts  for  Stripy  oi*  gives  for 
Vain-glory^  Of  makes  long  Frayers  to  devour 
Wi'dows  Houfesj  or  is  temperate  out  of  Co- 
vetoufeels  he^isubut  an  Hypocrite  when  afl 
is  do9e*  If  there  be  any  thing  of  Pride,  or 
Owretoufnefai,  Hi-will,  or  the  like,  in  our 
Intention  ia  what  we  do,  it  is  not  done  for 
God^s  Sake ;  nor  can  any  good  End  be  fully 
intended  where  there  is  a  bad  one,    ^ 

9*  Befides  thofe  Ends  which  we  are 
taught  by  Religion,  we  may  intend  others 
that  regard  our  own  frefent  htereft  in  this 
Wo¥ld^  which  are  cof^ftent  with  them^  This 
is  plain  tn  every  honeft  Calling,  by  which 
a  Man  may  defign  a  Livelihood  for  himfeli^ 
as  he  muft  propound  the  doing  of  that  Good 
to  others  by  it,  which  makes  fuch  a  Calling, 
neceffary  for  Society ;  I  am  bound  in  Duty 
to  God  to  live  temperately  and  foberly,  but 
I  may  alfo  defign  the  fecuring  of  my  own 
Health,  and  the  preferving  of  my  Eftate  by 
it ;  I  am  to  forgive  Injuries,  becaufe  God 
requires  it,  but  I  may  take  this  into  Confi- 
deration  too,  that  it  is  the  beft  way  to  live 
quietly  m  the  World. 

Bvt 


Digitized 


by  Google 


3  y  »     Of  Right  Intention.    Vol.  IL 

Btit  then  the  third  Rule  \sj  the,  ^fig^ing 
of  my  Worldly  Advantage^  which  in  the  ge« 
neral  is  lawful,  nwfl  he  fubfervient  to  the 
great  Ends  of  Religion  and  Charity^  and  tny 
Salvation  in  the  World  to  eo^ei  For  Iii-^ 
fiance :  If  it  (hould  happen  that  to  pafs  by 
one  Injury  with  Chriftian  Tenf^per,  would 
expofe  me  to  more,  I  muft  remember  my 
Salvation  is  concerned  in  ray  fo  doings'  and 
muft  ventute  my  prefent  Quiet/  If  f  muft 
^  thro^  ill  Report  in  difcharging  a  gopd 
Confcience,  I  muft  not  ftand  upon  niy  Re- 
putation. Again,  If  my  Calling  will  not 
enrich  me,  without  exafting  upon  others^ 
and  taking  the  common  Liberties  of  this 
World,  yet  this  is  not  to  be  done,  becaufe 
God  is  to  be  obeyed,  my  Neighbour  is  to 
be  ufed  with  Juftice  and  Charity,  and  the 
Hope  of  Eternal  Life  is  not  to  be  thrown 
away  whatever  comes  of  it.  I  need  add  no 
more  Inftances. 

So  then  of  what  has  been  faid  this  is  the 
Sum :  If  a  Man  would  have  from'  God  at  - 
laft  this  Commendation,  Well  done^  good  and 
faithful  Servant^  in  all  Kinds  of  well-doing 
he  muft  propound  to  himfelf  the  General 
good  Ends  thereof  I  have  mentioned,  and 
muft  intend  withal  the  Particular  good  Ends 
of  every  good  Work,  never  mingling  with 
the  right  Ends  any  bad  Intention,  that  will 
Ipoil  all,  and  ever  making  all  other  Ends 
of  apy  Virtue  or  good  Work  refpeding  this 
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life,  fub&rvieQtto  thofe  great  and  tbecbie^ 
jBnds,  which  regard  his  Soul^s  Welfare  and 
tlie  other  Life;  this  we  muft  all  do,  if  W0 
cxpe6i  the  Rewards  of  am  all-feeing,  all- 
khowing  God,  that  fearches  the  Heart?ar;and 
if  we  would  be  fuch  as  {hiWhave  Praife  of 
Gody  when  he  Ihall  come  to  Iring  to  Ligb^i 
the  hidden  Things  ofDarhtefs^  am  todfj^kf 
manifefi  the  Counfels  of  the  Hearts.    ^ 
v.^voo  Inference?!  fh^fl  dbaw,  from  wjifit 
has  been  delivered  oa  this  3juhje)£l.     ;  .    / 
.  I.  We  nu^  from  hence  Iwn  the  ijeiiop 
pf  that  Dodrihe,  which  has  generally  ,p§|5  4 
\xi  the  Church,  concerning  the  Virtyes  pf? 
Heathens,  that  they  were  not,  truly  jwi^ 
l^orh^  that  thejr  had  but  the  Awearaijcg, 
and  not  the  Reality  of  Virtue,  and  t^ie^te^^ 
fon  is,  becaufe  the  Good  they  <^id  proaeaed 
hpt  from  a  right  Intention,  or  .from  a  gOod 
Eod,  and  iri  that  Cafe  all  th?rr;ieemifiglj^ 
glorious  A&ions  wer?  ho  better  th^n^ejiii* 
tjOfulPiaurqs  or  Statues,  a:gQQdt  End  beirig 
tl}4t  to  a  good  A(Sjti6ri  whigh.tW'sbtilK  tof 
the  Body ;  what  they  did  was  qii  for  God's 
Sake,  nor  in  Obedience  to  hftn,  but  for  th» 
txioft  part  out  of  Ambition^  Govetoufnels, 
or'  fonxe  other  evil  Principle,  but  efpccially 
Vain-glory,  and  a  Thirft  of  Honour  a* 
mongfl  Men,  which  carries  a  Man  to  t|^ 
whicn  is  wrong  as  often  as  to  that  which  ^ 
tight.    The  Reflraint  that  fome  of  th^ 
laid  upon  their  Appetites,  io  long  as  it  was 
A  a  likely 
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Hkcly  to  carry  a  great  Name  in  the  Woritf, 
was  iio  mbre^  trae  Virtjue  than  the  Pfu-r 
denc^e  of  a  covetous  Man,  that  finds  out  fe- 
:verarWays  of  Gain,  or  t!^e  Jiiftice  of  thofe 
Vhait  dare  not  wrong  their  J^e^hbours,  otH^ 
feecaufe  they  are  afraid  of  ^  Cpurt  of  Judi- 
cature, or  the  Valour  of  a  Thie^  that  gets 
his  Prey  with  the  Danger  of  hiis  Life. 

jBiit  indeed  Juftin  Martyr^  and  Clemens 
'jiTexandrinmy  and  fome  other  ancient  Chr;- 
ftians,  (peak  more  favourably  of  Sacratesj 
and  fome  few  more  Heathens,  and  contend^ 
thit  ^'they  Tor  the  Subftance  were  Chrifti- 
ah^  tho'  they  lived  before  thp  Revejatiou 
bfthe'Gofpel ;  but  then  the  virtqous  A(9:jr 
dfis-and  U\^es  of  thofe  few  di^  "plainly  flow 
frcfm^k  good  Intention  and  a  right  Endj 
they  had  ati'imperfeO:  Knowledge  of  God. 
and*  what  they  did  was  in  Confcience  of 
fiieir.Duty^'to^him;  and  moreover,  they 
did  that  which  was  good,  becaufe  it  was 
fey  9.nd  of  this  they  feemed  tp'hive  a  v^ry 
fiyeTy  Senfe,  recommending  the  Priadice  ot 
Virtue  and  Righteoufnels  to  Men  from  dig 
Nature  of  its  own  unalterable  Excelleiicy^ 
and  I  would  not  have  any  Man  ^o  about 
to  di^rkce  this  Principle  of  well-doing,  it 
feems  to  be  one  of  the  nobleft  of  all,  for  God 
hiriijfdf  does  Good,  becaufe  he  loveth  Righ^^ 
teoufnefs^^  and  therefore  to  do  well  for  the 
fiSe  of  well-doing,  is  to  do  fo  for  the  fam? 
r^pn  that  God*  dpes  Good.    Upon  thi$ 

Accpiuy; 
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Account  I  Teckpn  that  th?  Do^rine  of 
^uAufUn^  which  njakes.'al}  the  Virtues  of 
the  Heathens  to  be  ^\\iJpleM(ld peccata^  fp 
many  fplei^dicj  Sins,  js  to  be  rieftrain^d  to  the 
greater  "Pari: ;.  for  fome  feemed  to  aO:  out  of 
j^aitjh  aj|d  Con 
pyt  they  were 
for  theni,  it  is 
^ianity  to  fuj) 
fcy  the  fingula 
that  I^firre^ioii 
i^yied  by  tl^e  K 
that  was  jQw 
even  ^s  tbqfe  i 
\vrer|,  whp  liv 
J^ejfi^  kof^w 
that  w^s  to  l^e 
2^'^tQm  hgj 
toblamisi^re  i 
tuous-  apcj  pic 
tor  as  it  is  pla 
gn  iq  ^the  Parf, 
which  I, have  c 
ne  is  to  reQjf 
them  Ifight,  ai 
ippr  felves  Wit 
ib  this  feen^i^  t< 
JDo^pne  ofC 
hath  la^id  be^oi 
jEndsoffifrvigj 
World.'  Por 
good  Works  b 
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G6d,  what  Revelations' have  vtt  l^atf  of  the 

Goddhefs,  andi  all^  the  hiftnite  t*erfea:ions  of 

the  Divine  Nature  in  :the.R.6(Jeiftptiofl  of 

Mankind?  If  by- thel?aith,ofT/)/)igj  mP 

fven:,  what  an  ineftiaiabte  Reward  doth  the 

td  Obedience  and-  Piety  in 

;,  even  the  higheft  ifeppi- 

tis  in  the  mean  '^)A\e  nof 

and  Honoufy  bit  reqjaiiins 

with  ^ood  an(f  Utiirtiem:, 

f  fllves,  and  to  takevp  the 

y  fixfelienty.6f  VlrtKe  an* 

lively .  fixprefltpnj  tfieteirf 

Dbarfne  antf  ti!^  6f-the 

rthe  Cfiirit^  of  dc^n^  Good' 

Stfef^  fe  liid'^pdn  this  in 

oarSayroar?  What  an  Ob- 

io  is  his  Example,  ih  fconde- 

nheJ>eath  of  the  Crafs  ht 

'"What  an '  Encouragement 

kt^  &komfence  of  Regard, 

trndtir,  that  wias  fet  before 

hich  he  was  exalted,  after 

ifiied  his  Sulfering?  ht  our 

it  ;confiders  thefc  Things, 

It  that  the  great  Bufinefs  of 

MS-  to  be  the  purifying  rf 

and  the  planting  in  us  the 

j?f^  R-hicipfes  of  Sincerity. 

feisWas  the  way  t6  refbrm 

hts,  to*' make  us  as  perfed 

t  aamit,  t6  cUanfe  us  from 

u  ::   r  \ii 
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all  Filthinefs  of  f%i  w»^  %>/>  too,  and  to 
fanciify  m6  throughout  in  Soul^  Bodjj  and  Spi^ 
rit.  And  fince  fo  ihucli  has  been  done  t9 
bring  )i6  to  thi$  Perfefl:ion,  we  are  the  nH)r4f 
in^xicuf^ble  if  we  are  fiill  led  by  Ambition^ 
and  V^iluptuoufnefs,  and  Pride,  and  Vaiin- 
gk)5y^  afHl  Covetoufnefs, .  and  Malice,  amj 
iw^^  And  ca;riial  Ends  ^nd  Princi|)le6. 

Wherefore  to  conclude :  Let  us,  aiy  Bei- 
Wiad,  be  free,  and  deal  plainly  with  our 
ieives,  examin^ig  and  enquiring  at  our  owq 
Breaft%  how  it  is  with  ^^  and  what  xnan^ 
nej:  of  P:erfons  we  are  sas  t;o  om-  Ends  and 
latawions  in  the  beft  Thiqgs  we  do,  and 
kt  ps  Bwke  fhat  our  great  Care  a^^d  Bufi- 
neis,  which  fi*ms  to  be  the  Care  ^and.Bu- 
fineft  of  the  ^pfjpei,  that  is,;  to  p«*rify  ouc 
laeentiods^  ft^d  lee  uspoflfef^iour  tel\^S:with 
a  full  l^eofeiof the  great  EikIs. of  Chrift^ni- 
iy  prapeni34ed  to  us,  refolvipg  to  gpyera 
oar  felvep  :by  ?heni  in  the  whole  CoBr^C/^rf 
our  Lives.  This  is  a  tbilig  too  mijich  :fl€g- 
k^ed,  I  doubt,  and  Men  are  generally  too 
apt  to  cootept  themfelvjes.  with  a  cold  Car-^ 
cafe  of  Religion  and  Virtue,  doing  Tliing^^ 
th»t  are  io  then^f^lves  coramiendaWe,  but 
Either  put  of  Cuftom  Or  worldly  Intereft; 
^  she  liki^  but  tliey  want  the  very.  Life, 
aod  Soirf  of  Yirtue,  which jr  a  pure  He^uity 
and  a  fincerp  Eye  at  thofe.grgpit  Epds,  Peace 
of  Confcience,  the  Honour  of  their  Maker 
pd  Saviour,  the  Salvation  of  their  own 
Aa  J  SpwIs, 
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Souls ,  and  ^the  Good  ^t)f  Mankind.  But, 
my  Brethren,  thefe  are  not  Things  of  little 
inoment,  ^^herein  we  may  be  fafely  defici- 
ent: Without  in  holy  Intention  of  thfem,  alt 
our  Doings  aire  nothing  worth,  they  do  hot 
makfe  Us  better,  they  Vill  not  procure  th6 
Rewards  of  the  Gofpel  for  us.  Let  us  con- 
fider  that  it  is  the  vigorous  Intention  of 
thefe  End^,  which  is  necefl&ry  both  to  the 
fan£tifying  of  oiir  religious  and  good  A£ti-- 
bns,  a;hd  withal  of  the  natural,  ahd  civifi 
and  common  Afltioni  of  our  Lives,  arid 
then  they  are  all  belonging  to  Glod,  and 
Will  cotnt  in  for  thfeir  Regard,  and  (6 
jtnake  our  whole  Life  revi^ardable,  when  all 
the  moft  tdhfiderkble  Paffages  of  our  Lives^ 
ftfpecially  oiir  immediate  Addreffes  to  God, 
indodr  Aftions  of  Beneficence  to  Men,  are 
ffarticularly  referred  to  the  Ends  of  Religi- 
Orif  isind  all  our  Aftions  are  animated, ind 
ijuickried  by  a  general  and  habitual  Refe- 
rence of  all  to  the  fame. ' 
c,  Let  us  then,  my  j^rethren,  fuffer  the 
Ekhortitioft  of  the  wife  Man,  Provi  4.  2ji 
Kjep  thy  Heart  with  all  Diligence;  for  out 
of  it  aVethe  Ijjues  of  Life,  that  is^  keep  thf 
Thoughts  pure,  and  thy  Intentions  fincere, 
jfor  upon  this  dejfends  thy  Life,  thy  Life  td 
teod  m  thii  World,  and  thy  living  for  ever 
Wm  him  in  fefi^f  Wtfrld  to  come. 

8  E  R- 
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SERMON  XIV: 

Wicked  Men  injurious  to 
thciir  own  Souls. 


Preachy  before 

The  Univerfity  of  Cambridgje. 


^ "  '%     ii^ii  'i       to^ 


Proverbs  VI|L  xxxvi. 

$up  h  fhat  finneth  again  ft  me , 
wrongeth  his  ozm  Soul;  all  they 
that' hate  me,  love  Death, 

THIS  Book  doth  cpntain  divers  Rules 
and  Precepts  of  Mcwality ,  which 
fcrve  to  direft  Men  in  moft  of  their  Ways 
and  Anions,  how  they  may  behave  them^ 
felves  wifely  and  live  happily  j  in  order,  to 
which  End  great  Care  is  taken  therein  to 
A  a  4  pofTefs 
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poffefe  the  Minds  of  Men  with  due  Reve- 
rence «md  all  pinns  A  (Feftions-togards  God, 
that  being  the  true  Method  of  difpofing 
them,  the  plain  Way  of  obliging  them,  t6 
put  thofe  Precepts  into  Pradice.  Thus  the 
wlff  pm op^^  k!s  D€Ciffi  ijnhetegin> 
fling  -bf  tJiis  Book,  W,  i.  if.^.  the  Fearkf 
the  Lprd^  fays  be,,  is  the  beginning  of  Wif- 
i!i®,i  fhcwiiilg,:  tlHkl  he  iflteindeiito  inftrua 
Men  in  tru«  Wifilom,  by  teaching  them 
the  Fear  of  fheLorA.  Tiiilife  Ift'the  begin* 
ning  of  the  Second  Chapter,  v.  5,  4,  5,  9, 
Jf  thou  crieB~affer  K^owlfl^~andli^ 
stp  thy  Voice  for.JJndeYjfiandimi  Jf  thou  feeh 
eft  her  as  Stiver^'  and  fear cheft  for  her  as  for 
U3^  TrieAfHrti  A  then^jhsii '  thop  underftata 
the  Fear  of  the  Lord,  a^d  find  the  Kjutw^ 
fc#r  vf  <3vdy  Then  jfrnlt  thtm-  mderfi^md 
Righteoufnefs,  aud^udgm^nt,  and  Equity  \ 
yeay  every  gm^sm  So  thai  if  t  Man  be 
defitous  of  true.  Kpowledge,.  he  muft  arrive 
thereunto  by  pious  DifpoStion  ahdPraafce-. 
This  is  alfo  the  6c(Spe  of  t^  Eighth  Chap- 
ter, whereia  th*  wife  Man  obferves,  that 
the  Will  of  God  is  fufficiendy  mide  knO<vn : 
Voth  not  Wifdam  cry^  and  Underftandingfut 
firth  het  Vbict^y.ji.  that^PlLaws  «rfc. 
pre^r  ibr  and  foitaWe  to  H^imah  Nature: 
Vnfoyou,  OMhif  I  call,  mdn^  Voice  it  U 
fhe^'^ons  of  Men,  \i  4.  That  they  are  the 
PoftrineS  of  un^ngeable  Truth  and  Righ- 
|50ufnefs :  Bear,fbr  l  willfpegk  ^4xceUeni^ 
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Things  \  and  the  opening  of  my  LiPs  {ball  he 
fight  i'hings,  for  my  Mouth  Jhall  /peak 
TrMb^  4f>n4  iVitkednefs  is  an  Abomination  to 
my  LipJ^  Ml  the  Words  of  my  Mouth  are  in 
Righteoufnefsy  v,  6,  7,  8.  Tmt  they  are  in- 
edligiblc  to  aa  honeft  Mind:  They  are  all 
{luin  to  him  that  under jtundeth^  and  right 
%o  them  that  find  Kjiowled^e^  s.  9.  That 
ihcy  are  Rules  ^ven  by  iafinite  Wifdom 
apd  Alm^hty  Power :  Counfel  is  mine\  and 
fSfind  Wifdom:  I^m  Underfianding^  I  have 
Stxe^^l^^  and  needful  ibr  them  that  are  10 
ifff^m^  or  fubo 

K/HS^  yfig^  ^d 
Ng^les^  evefi  all 

thei.iIUftrftt  of  i 
fr^Bi  eveflftfting 
tit^-Jb^innipg  ^f^ 
(tld^\  J^as/efji^ 
hginningi  w  evipi 

Aod  the  life  that  is  made  of  thefe  Confide- 
ffttions  is  -^isy  v^S^f  33*  N^W  therefore 
hearken  mt»<mfj  Pye  Children:  for  llejjed 
9m\thfythat  keep  my  Ways.  Hear  Infiruiii^^ 
my  and  he  mife\ :  and  refufe  it  not. 
/.vThe  Sum  of  4II  jb,  that  the  Laws  of  God. 
arq  the  Ruks,  and  our  Obedience  to  them 
fhe  Meafure  of  our  Happinefs. 

Wherefore  the  wife  Man  concludes  thefe 
Confiderations  with  an  Inftrufltion  that 
\^m  %o  qnic^  tbe  Force  of  fheoi  all  toge* 

ther: 
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ther:  He  that  finneth  againB  me^  wrongeth 
bis  own  Soul;  all  they  that  hate  mei,  lave 
Death.  This  is  a  Confideration  in  it  (elf  of 
great  Force,  and  of  fo  much  greater,  in  that 
it  leads  from  ail  Sin  to  all  Duty,  in  that  ic 
alfo  lays  hold  equally  upon  all  Perfons,  all 
are  equally  concernM  in  it;  and  if  there  be 
any  one  whereby  all  are  equally  capable  of 
being  mov'd,  it  xsThis^  becaufe  it  touches 
Self-Intereft  fo  nearly ^  a  very  plain  and  fen- 
fible  Argument,  which  is  neither  above  the 
meaneft  nor  beneath  the  higbeft  Under- 
ftanding  to  be  afiefted  with;  and  certam 
we  may  be,  that  he  who  is  not  afieded 
with  this,  will  be  afiefted  with  none  at  all. 

The  former  Part  of  the  Te)it  ftieweth 
that  every  wicked  Man  is  injurious  to  him-^ 
felf,  the  latter  that  he  is  knowingly  and 
wilfully  ib,  which  if  he  underftands  and 
believes,  he  Kes  under  the  ftrongeft  OU^- 
tions  to  Repentance.  And  what  is  thus 
recommended  to  his  Confideration  by  the 
Authority  of  the. wile  Man,  or  rather  ol 
the  all-wife  God,  is  very  plain  alfo  upOQ 
Grounds  of  natural  Reafon,  which  I  fhafl 
90W  lay  before  you,  and  thereby  fliew 
moft  effeQually  that  all  UngoSinefs  and 
Unrighteoufnefs  Of  Men  k  "withom  Excufe. 

He  that  finneth  agatnft  G^d^  wrongeth  hk 
own  Sold.  This  will  appear  plainly  enough 
if  we  look  into  our  felves,  and  confider  thi 
Capacities  and  Privileges  of  our  Natures  as 
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we  are  Men,  which  are,  Underftanding^ 
and  Freedom  of  Will,  and  Choice.  In  thefe 
Reff(e£ts  ^e  are  little  lower  than  the  An- 
gilsy  hiit  vaftly  fupterior  to  all  other  living 
Creatures*  But  that  by  departing  from 
bur  Duty  io  Qpd  we  wrong  our'  own  Souls, 
infill  be  vfery  clear,  if  it  appears  that  Merl 
by  their  Ungodlinefe  atnd  Unrighteoufnefs 
fo  order  the  Matter,  that  it  had  been  better 
for  them  to  have  been  of  a  loWer  Rank  in 
the  Creation,  and  to  have  been  in  no  higher 
D^ree  thari  the  Ox  ot  the  Afs,  or  any  the 
ineaneft  Animals  Or  vileft  Things. 

This  will  be  (hewn  by  infifting  upon 
thofe  Privileged,  which  the  free  Obedience 
of  a  rekfonable  Sdul  makes  it  capable  of, 
and  alfo  upon  the  contrary  Evils,  which  it 
is  equally  liable  to,  and  which  the  Negled 
Of  that  Obedience  will  certainly  produce. 

Firfi  then.  By  Obedience  and  Righteout 
toefs,  in  a  thdrough  Difchargc  of  our  Duty, 
tve  are  capable  of  t)rocuring  a  certain  Joj 
flind  Delight  to  our  felves,  peculiar  to  our 
Natures,  and  we  nday  and  Ihall  feel  great 
Contentmeiit  and  Satisfaftion  therein,  but 
by  the  contrary  ^e  become  liable  to  Guilt 
and  Anguifh  of  Mind;  whereas  unreafona* 
ble  Creatures;  as  they  are  not  capable  of 
the  one,  fo  are  not  in  Danger  of  the  other. 
Hath  not  Gk)d  planted  in  our  Minds  a  Senfe 
of  his  Being  and  Perfeftions,  and  given  us 
te  apprehend  his  Authority,  to  know  his 
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WJU»  to  4iRd«r(l.and  oi^  Dependance  vgop 
hini)  lifs  Beoi^fiiis  tQ  us,  and  lu^  Goodn^ 
from  whence  they  conie?  ttadi  he,. off 
^aoped  in nu$  a  3enfe  of  Juftice  »Bd<?faN- 
txuk^  and  Huiwa  m  the  Diference  bccv^a 
Good  and  !&V(il^  and  given  us  Fr c)q4ovi  jIo 
chufe  the  pp^  and  r efufe  the  other  ?  k  Isjfiof 
needful  tQ.^i%ixe  Men  iii^o  ia  Bfilief  ^ixi^hftt 
they  foel  Buc  what  can  b&  natpse  <iHt4^Ujr 
j^f^rrMifrqm  .aU  this,  than  that  >G94  !li%^ 
«9ade  us:  to  take  iPleafor e  in  doing  ^s  ^ 
«M9ght?  ^d  k  is  impoflible  bun  thfttT^nar 
Confcience  IhooAd  apphuid  and  com«A«id 
u^  comfort  tmd  cherifli  i*^!  fpr  ib  dping, 
£hat  is,  for^cknowledgiqg  the  ftfh^iom 
of  God  in  all  thai:  w£  do,  %'  being  ^uft  !§ 
iE(ur  Creator,  r^ardful  pf-hiifi  Autb^iWtji 
$bd  tbanki^l  £or  kits  Benefi^^  fpr  tpvift^ 
in  ib  wile  aod  good  a  V^qn'^g^^  for  ^e^ 
I]^  juft  and  b^y  WlUj  <^  ctiat.bepaul^  he 
Jiath  (hewn  us  <Me  Things.  flfMijr:a»d.P«gl« 
to  1>e  done.  Confider  there^re  JaoW^rss^i 
Happkiefe  Gp^  tias  made^.th^e  capable  «i^ 
nay,  were  itiji^tffor  iii^,.tlK;iuMf«rt<»pable 
of  little  or  non^.  U  aU.  \^\i.  «^)Qb  die  .r«ft 
of  the  Cceatnr^^jthoie-jtibaf  i^  b^jpM 
under  tliee  &k  thy  Ufe  ao^  Sef«iee.  Tfcicy 
are  indeed  pvQfit^bie  to.thi$  W^l^  ia  foou; 
degree,  but  fih^f^o  oot  k^flwilV  T|»ey  9m 
of  good  tJie  mcire  or  le{$,  ^ut^iliey  do  not 
underftand  it;  Tbey  ad  ^G^iordtQg  tp  the 
Jjaw  of  their  Maker,  but  the^  csMinot  t»k« 

*  ^ny 


Digitized 


by  Google 


Scr.kiV.  ^^tJuiit  arm  S^itthu      ^^f 

any  Pleafar&ia  it,  tbey  canocM  t«fle£l  UpoOf 
k:,  and  applsuld  themfdvcs.fiJr  it;  They 
haiVe  tiot  this^  withottt  wtiiuh  tl^ts  is  no 
}isi|!|pi^s  tbfat  deferves  to  be  fo  called,  that 
^hey  ufwderftandf  they  do  well  The  Plaa-* 
fonfe  of  weR^^doiagiand  the  C^fcieoce  of 
Viituip,  is  one  orthe  greateft  Advantages 
We  have  (£all  Things  bencath'us.  It  is  t^t 
fl)fc  which  our  Natures  are  $-am'd,  and  up- 
e»  which  their  gobd  Condition  r  ^pem^ 
the  toore  Lofs  w^riof  is  nottsaTberrecom** 
peais'd  by  fenfual  Lufts  Ji|ad:  l^d^By  Plea- 
fare^,  whidilare  the  Portion  oCBoaftS:  Btic 
the  contrary  will'  prpdUdb  ^afc'.Mifery- 
That  Knowkd^  4nd.Undcrftahding,'Wbidl 
wkitd  have  coi^ratidated  and  -joyed  uSf 
had  we  done  our  Duty,  willJjreprDach  and 
ywi  TO  for  not  doing  it.  Tlbk  Con&iesote 
vthkk  fnsgtvt  have  told  thee^atthbu  hscA 
(tonet^orefl,  will  undbubtedfy  tteU  thee  that 
tlou^ha^  done  illy  which  WUenthOTeii  ho 
Ctoponiunity  of  profitable  R^perttanidcf,  n 
one  of  the  greateft  and  moft  infupportabld 
^id8  to  which  our.  'Natorje  isr  iiaUe.i  Jn 
thap  Senfe  thcrefgfcejthe  Saji6gro£  tb3&  wtfe 
Mm  is  certainly  ;true^  TJerttiat  imreafetb 
Kjtowled^e  increafeth  Sarrbs}^;,  Fbn;h?"that 
wndefeftands  bis^  Dtity ,  and'  doth  it  not, 
^th^t<  conceives  th^iReafons  therec^  but  hh 
WiUvaid  Aflfefticins  rare  ndt  Brcvail'd  upon 
%  them^'  the  nioi^  he  uhderttand&'tfaerfQfiM> 
mer^  ^tnore^  he  comprehends  thclatteil 

be 


Digitized 


by  Google 


^6  jVwked:MmmjHri0fs  Vd^ 

he  is  but  .the  more  dilquieted^  he  is  fo  touch 
the  more  a  Vexation  to  himfd£  The  Know- 
ledge of  Moral  Good  and  Evil,  how  Qur. 
Anions  ougte  to  be  governed;,  and  why 
this  k  to  be  done,  and  that  to  be  ayoided 
by  us,  in  order  to  our  Happihefe,  will  cer- 
tainly procure  Sorro,w  and  Fepcatim  fif  Sfir 
tit  to  evfiry  Maa  thzt  hddetJi  th(  Truth  in 
Unrighte(iufmfs^  and  knows  iiow  to  do  weU> 
biit  doth  it  not,  efpecKifly  when  his  Knowr* 
ledge  by  natural  Reafoning  and  Sea£bvi$ 
confirm'd  by  Experience.  So  greatly  iojuxi- 
ous  is  he  to  fm  awn  Soul  that  laeprives  him^ 
fdf  of  the  trueft  Joys  that  belong  to  his 
Nature,  and  inftead  of  that  Happinefe  crcr 
ates  to  himfelf  a  guilty  Confcience,  Aagut& 
of  Mind,  ^nd  a  hitter  Repentance.  And 
therefore,  unlds  it  b?  indifferent  whether 
we  turn  our  natural  Freedom  in^o  a  Caufe 
of  Pleafure  and  Delight  ia  CMir  feiyes^  flb 
of  Sorrow  and  Wretchednefs,  we  are  ftroi^ 
ly  obliged,  upon  the  Account  of  our  owia 
Souls,  as  wo  would  not  injure  them  in  tha 
higbeft  Degree,  and  wrong  them  as  much 
as  they  can  be  wrong'd,  to  the  diligent 
Fra^ice  of  every  Duty  to^od,  oar  Neigh? 
hour,  and  .our  fclvest  * 

2^/y,  By  this  alfo  w^  are  aipablc  .<^^ 
Homur  and  Praife^  and  by  the  coatrajry  w« 
incur  Shame  and  Difgrace,  an  £Wl  of  wfaKh 
we  are  v^r^  feofible,  aiid  the  reafon.of  it  h 
fbf  lame  with  the  fcnrmer^  beca^  w!s  qhufe 
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to  be  wh^t  we  ought,  if  we  are  fo;  if  we 
are  not,  we  rtfufe  to  be  fo  when  we  might. 
No  Aftions  can  bear  Praife  or  Difpraife  but 
thofe  that  proceed. from  Freedom.  Works 
of  Art,  and  EfFefts  of  natural  Neceffity,  are 
capable  of  neither,  becaufe  it  is  impoflible 
for  them  to  be  otherwife  than  they  are,  and 
to  do  otherwife  than  they  do*  It  is  incon- 
fiftent  with  their  Nature  to  be  fway'd  by 
R^afoijs,  to  be  preyaiPd  upon  by  Argu- 
ments, to  follow  good  or  evil  Counfels.  If 
we  commend  the  Sun  for  fhining,  or  the 
^ain  for  falling  on  the  parched  Ground,  or 
the  Magnificence  of  a  Strufture,  or  the 
good  Contrivance  of  a  Machine,  we  only 
exprefs  the  State  and  Condition  of  thele 
Things,  but  the  true  Praife  ftill  is  meant  to 
that  Reafon  and  Will  that  made  them  fo : 
And  of  tfiis  God  hath  made  us  capable,  he 
hath  fo  framed  us,  that  upon  our  true  Ser- 
vice perform'd  to  him  he  might  make  gooci 
Accounf  of  us,  and  think  well  of  us  at  pre- 
fent,  and  fay  to  us  at  laft.  Well  done^  good 
and  faithful  Servants.  In  the  mean  time 
it  IS  the  nioft  efFeftual  Way  to  be  well 
eftcemM  of  by  Men,  amongft  whom  Wif- 
dom  and  Virtue  hath  ftill  obtained  the  Re- 
putation, when  they  had  the  feweff  Fol- 
lowers. It  is  by  the  Appearance  of  Hone- 
fty  that  ill  Men  come  to  gairf  the  Favour 
jmd  Efteem  of  the  World.  Kone  but  Foob 
liaye  ne^leded  to  carry  a*  JFsce  of  Religion 
-  #n(^ 
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and  Confcience,  diat  would  be  ^eneraUy 
thought  well  of.    An  openly  vicious  and 
irreligious  Man  counts  mlfly  upon  a  good 
Name,  let  bim  ufe  what  other  Ways  he 
will  to  be  popular.    The  Hypocrite  is  bet- 
ter advifed,  that  covens  hi^  Deformity  with 
a  Mask  of  Honefty  and  Piety,  but  it  is  very 
difficult  to  keep  it  on  for  a  great  while  to- 
gether. It  feWpm  happens  to  any  one  Man 
,  to  deceive  the  World  all  his  Days ;  his  Co- 
vetoufnefe  and  Unrightedufnefs ,   his  con- 
ceal'd  Iniquities,  do  at  laCl:  break  forth,  not,* 
withftanding  all  his  Art  and  Pains  to  hide 
them  ftill,  and  then  he  pays  for  his  ufurp'^ 
Efteem  amongft  Men  heretofore  with  tre-r 
ble  Infamy  arS  Difgrace :  whilft  the  truly 
righteous  Man  is  fare  in  his  Integrity  frdqpl 
the  Fear  of  any  deferved  Ignominy  and[ 
Shame,  is  always  willinjg ;  and  pleafed  to 
appear  what  he  is,  and  is  lure  to  be  then 
beft  thought- of  when  lie  is  beft  underftood  j 
but  whatever  lUrwill  or  Contempt  he  mav 
chance  to  meet  with  from  vain  and  foolifb 
Perfons,  he  is  fure  his  Integrity  will  be 
faithfully  acknowledged,   and  fully  own'd 
and  commended  by  his  great  ybk^Vy  the 
all-wife  and  Almighty  Sovereign  of  Angelsj 
and  Men ,   whofe  Judgment ,  is  unerring^ 
whofe  Praife  reflefleth  the  higheft  Hono.uif 
upon  every  one  that  obtaineth  it,;  and  imn 
plies  the  true  Worth  and  Goodnefe  of  what 
he  fo.  highly  approves.    But  as  thofe  that 
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honour  him  he  will  Ifdiiour,  fo  thofe  that 

defpife  him  ftiall  be  lightly  efteem'd  by  him 

that  made  them,  and  by  gbdd  Angels,  aiid 

by  good  Men.    Their  Shame  of  their  own 

Doings 

awaket 

%ill  fa 

fhall  fa 

of  Iniq 

tJnri^ 

ingand 

tion, '  I 

fares, 

then  V 

betwe6 

they  0 

what  C 

what  I 

how  w 

Reproa< 

injurio 

hath  ci 

Honou; 

the  Bot .  ^._^.„-_  ^^,,,  ^     ,      .  .    ,  , 

^dfy^  Befides  thefe  jNatural  Rewards  of, 
Virtue  and  Piety,  which  Human  Nature  may 
obtain,  that  isj  a  chearful  Confcienee  and 
true  Praife^  thefe  are  other  Rewards  too,  de- 
pending upon  the  Bounty  of  God,  as  he  is  a 
moft  good  Being,  qpon  the  Wifdom  of  God^ 
as  he  is  the  Ruler  and  Jydge  of  Mankind, 
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ftad  I  may  add,  vfpbii.thc  Fideldy  of  bis 
iproraife.    Afld  a$  l^  doii^  that:  which  is 
right  in  his  Sight  we  are  qualified  for  thefe, 
fo,  by  needing  this,  or  doing  the  ooatrary, 
We  ate  obnoxiptts  to  fuch  Punifhments  as 
"    '  '      '"eingr  and  his  angry  Juftice, 
Q-us.    On  the  one  fide,  it 
jigb  to  Divine  Providence  to 
ts  own  Reward^  God  had 
ownbefides to  beftow  upon 
intarily  j  efti- 

^yetpB  This 

\  Creatu  and 

i  and  0  y  of 

%  ani  t  IS  he 

I  to  piror  ;lati- 

fli  Man  by  his  own  Son;  as, 
tiof  the  Juft  to  an  immortal 
tifcj  the  Indorruptibttity  of  their  rais'd  Bo- 
dies, the  Security  and  delightful  Employ* 
meifts  of  his  Kingdom,  and  the  Enjoyment 
of  bittifelf  for  ever.  On  the  other  hind,  it 
tras  not  enot^h  to  feave  tlie  Wicked  under 
that  Vexation  and  Shame,  which  naturally 
follows  their  brutiflt  and  unrighteous  Afti- 
ons,  when  they  can  delude  and  flatter 
themfelves  no  longer,  there  is  fomething 
moire  due  to  the  offended  Juftice  of  God, 
fome  Honour  muft  be  done  to  that  Divine 
Law  and  Authority,,  which  they  have  con- 
temned and  made  light  of;  and  therefore 
ar  Ijecame  the  WiiBom  and  Juftice  of  God 
.    :•  to 
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to  add  other  Puni{hraents  to  the  natqral 
Coni^ueaqes  of  their  Vices,  as,  that  they 
fliould  rjlfe  again  to  Everlafting  Condemna^ 
tion,  as  the  Righteous  do  to  Life  Efernal. 
Now  is  it  not  a  plain  EfFeQ:  of  the  Wildbm 
and  Goodnefs  of  God,  that  when  he  created 
all  Things,  he  was  pleafedto  make  one  fort 
of  Creatures,  that  in  the  trueft  Senfe  fhould 
be  capable  of  his  Rewards,  that  is,  to  whom 
he  might  exprefs  his  Juftice  and  Truth,  to 
whom  he  might  be  kind  and  liberal,  wlio 
ihoijld  feel  his  great  ^Bounty  and  Goodnefs 
upon  their  well-doing,  who  might  rife  to 
Eternal  Happinefs  by  his  Power  and  Pro- 
vidence ?  And  \%  it  not  well  for  Us  that  we 
are  of  this  Rank  and  Order  of*  Creatift-es^ 
who  are  capable  of  being  infinitely  ittOr<? 
perfeffc  and  happy  than  we  are  at  pr^fent, 
who  may  grow  up  to  vaftly  better  Eiijoy- 
meiit3  than  we  are  now  in  Pofleffion  or> 
And  therefore!  if  nothing  but  our  Ikcere 
Obedience  to  his  Win  can  put  us  into  a  fbfl 
Capacity  of  thefe  Rewards,,  are  wd  wot 
ftrai^ely  forgetful  of  bur  felves,  and 'very 
regardlefe  what  Kind  of  Creatures  vi^  are, 
and  to  what  Ends  we  were  made,  do  we 
not  prove  inexcufably  wanting  to  our  felves, 
and  crofs  the  very  Defign  of  our  Beings, 
and  in  the  higheft  Degree  wrong  our  own 
Souls,  if  we  take  no  Care  to  purify  our 
felves,  and  to  live  anfwerably  to  this  Hope, 
efpecially  fince  the  fame  Nature,  which 
B  b  2  makes 
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makes,  us  capable,  of  Reward  in  cafe  we 
perform  ouy  Duiy^. renders  us  alfo  liable  to 
PuniHiment  \i\  cMe  we  do  it  not,  efpecially 
i]t.wc,look  fo  far  into  our  felves,  as  to  con- 
^der-^  that  we  ha.ve  immortal  as  well  as  rea- 
lOXMil^e  Souls,  the  Injury  therefore  that  we 
4o.  our /felves  appearing  to  be  greater,  as 
much,  greater  as.  the  Moment  of  this  Life  is 
Shorter. tfian  Eternity?  If  that  Joy  and  De- 
light, that  Honour  and  Praife,  that  Blefling 
and'Reward,  which  our  Souls  make  us  ca- 
pable of,  will  be  endlefs,  becaufe  they  are 
"   "^       during  as  Rational  Beings, 
much  the  more  good  to  us, 
for  Everlafting  Happinefs, 
Ily  Man  fo  much  the  more 
ous  to  himfelf  in  depriving 
fuch  Extremity  of  Folly  and 
;  implied  in  Ungodlinefs  and 
s,   that  what  is  truly  and 
i  of  God's  immenfe  Bounty 
to  us,  in  enduing  us  with 
[ximortality,  is  thereby  per- 
greateft  Plague  and  Mifery. 
appears  from  the  proper  Ex- 
cellencies and  peculiar  Advantages  of  Hu- 
man Nature  above  that  of  inferior  Beings, 
that  the  ungodly  Man  doth  altogether  fru- 
ftrate  and  difappoint  them,  as  to  the  Good 
which  they  capacitate  him  for,  whilft  he 
improves  them  only  to  make  himfelf  as 
wretched  as  he  can  be;  and  therefore  that 

no 
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no  one  Man  can  be  injurious  to  another  as 
he  is  to  himfelf.  '  .] 

And  now  all  thpfe  Reafonings  from  the 
conjnjon  Advantages  of-  our  Nature,  bear 
ib  hard  upon  the  Minds  of  finful  Men,  and 
carry  fuch  Conviftion  with  them,  that  forrte 
to  make  themfelves  eafy  in  their  licentious 
Way  of  Living,  will  find  oat  a  Way  ro^^b^ 
rid  of  them,  by  d(  ^oundai 

lion  of  them,  viz.  ny  flicj^ 

Advantages  of  Rcc  habpve 

the  Beafts,  as  is  0  ed  and 

believed.   There  a;  0  tliink 

they  have  .difcover  ,  if  they 

feem  to  fay,  that  the  Souls  of  Birds  and 
feeafts,  and  all  living  Creatures,  have  a  no- 
table  Share  of  Reafon  arid*  Free-will,  and 
we  do  but  arrogate  to  oqr  felves  what  doth 
not  belong  to  lis,  while  we  pretend  to  the 
Qnly  Qlory  of  thefe  Faculties ;  and  for  this 
Purpofe. perhaps  they  will  ftiew'  the  Indu- 
ftry  of  one  fort  of  Creatures,  the  Subtilty 
of  fome,  t.h?  Sagacity  and  Teachablqnefs  of 
others  for  the  attaining  of  their  End,  and  all 
this  to  prove  that  we  are  made  for  no  high- 
er an  End  than  they,  and  are  under  the 
Obligations  of  fearing  God,  and  reftraining 
our  Appetites  by  the  Rules  of  Religion,  no 
more  than  they,  and  that  the  beft  End  we 
can  purfue  is  that  of  fatisfying  our  Appetites 
of  Bodily  Eafe  and  Pleafiire,  as  they  do. 
Hitherto  Mankind  indeed  (except  perhaps 
"  §b  ^  ■  th? 
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the  Epicureans)   have  beh'eved    that   the 

Brutes  do  not  chufe  their  End,  but  are  ne- 

ceffarily  carried  to  it  by  that  Impreflion 

which  the  all-wife  Maker  of  the  World 

hath  left  upon  their  Natures ;  and  the  Re^- 

fons  of  this  Conclufion  are  fo  evident,  that 

i  of  Difpute  about  them. 

nay  fee  how  very  powerful 

Arguments  to  Relieion  and 

:h  do  arife  from  tne  Senfe 

n  of  the  Advantages  of  our 

lat  of  Brutes,  and  of  the 

ce  which  Reafon,  and  Un- 

Freedom  of  Will,  do  make 

id  all  other  Creatures  upon 

he  Force  of  them  is  fcarcc 

berways,  than  by  levelling 

the  Beafts  that  perifh,  or 

advancing  them  to  the  fame  Prerogative  of 

Excellence  with  our  felves.   And  one  would 

think  the  Controverfy  between  a  Religious 

Man  and  an  Epicure  were  drawn  into  as 

narrow  a  Compafs,  and  as  fair  an  End  is 

'it,  as  could  be  defired,  if  the  Liber- 

ft  be  confefs'd  to  lofe  his  Caufe,  un- 

Brutes  be  free  Agents,  and  have 

>le  Natures  as  well  as  Men. 

hus  much  for  the  Confideration  of 

Ivantages  peculiar  to  Human  Na- 

iiich  oblige  us  to  fear  God,  and  to 

Obedience  to  his  Laws,  and  that 

under 
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under  the  Penalty  of  greatly  injuring  oik 
Natures,  and  wronging  bur'own  Soilte.  <  i 

Tha  Scope  of  the  latter  Part  of  tlie  Tcxft 
fs  to  fhew,  that  they  who  incur  Mife^y-by 
Ungodlinefs,  do  chufe  both  the  tme  and  tte 
other.     All  they  that  hate  me^  love  Death.  - 

In  AXrhich  Words  the  wicked  Man  beiflg 
defcribed  as  an  Hater  of  the  Rules  of  Vir* 
tue  and  wife  Living,  the  Wretchednefe  of' 
his  Mind,  as  well  as  the  Vicioufneft  of  it^ 
fs  plairxly  fignified,  it  being  the  iiioft  miie^ 
rable  St^te  of  a  Creature  to  hate  the  Ways 
of  Wifdoni  und  Righteoufnefs,  and  fo  t6 
hate  his  Maker,  the  Eternal  Wifilomv  the 
infinitely  'good  God,  with  whom  Wifdoiii 
dwells,,  and  whofe  Fear  is  the  beginning  of 
it;  antf  very  plain  kii  indeed  that  thef 
who  love  to  do  thofe  Things  that  are  dii^eOf- 
ly  contrary  to  the  'Will,  and  perfeSly  abo- 
minable to  the  Nature  of  God,  cannot  en- 
dure to  think  of  that  Holinefs  which  they 
offend,  of  that  Juftice  whkh  they  provi>ke, 
that  Authority  they  contemn,  that  infinite 
Power  which  thev  turn  againft  themfelves/ 

But  it  fhould  feem  more  difficult  to  con- 
ceive, how  any  fhould  love  Death^znd  chdfe 
to  be  miferable,  it  being  indeed  impoflibte 
for  any  Nature  to  do  ttas  direftly  and  ft>r- 
mally;  we  muft  therefore  bterpret  thefe 
Words  according  to  the  ufual  Cojiftruftion 
of  fuch  Phrafes,  that  is,  that  there  are  thofe 
who  do  with  wilfiil  ObfHnacy  purfoe  thofe 
%b4  iyay% 
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Ways  which  unavoidably  lead^  to  Death. 
To  Perlqn?  who  ace  furioufly  eager  to  take 
dpftru^tive  Courfes^  {bmetitnes  ail  Eager- 
i^i^S/for  the  pnd  fuch  Courfes  bring  them  to 
is  not  improjperly  attributed,  tho'  that  End 
bq  Deftrudioaj  as  if  they  courted  their 
own  B^uin,  which,  yet,  as  it  muft  be  fup- 
jppfcdji.thcy  lovip  ^d. intend. not  direftly. 

1 


9 

s 
a. 


t 

0 

b 
1 

JJeU  aod  Damnation,  the  Way  he  is  wil- 
fully ifl:,  whiph  certainly  carries  him  to 
Bverkfting  Mifery^  being  his  own  perverfe 
Choice^  in  which  pernicious  Choice  he  is 
th^  more  obftinate  and  unaccountable,  in 
^s  piuch  as  he  is  fufficiently  forewarned  and 
inftrufltgd  what  muft  be  done,  and  what 
.muft  be  avDjdei^,  inqrder  to  his  Happinefs 
in  this  World,  and  in  the  World  to  come, 
both  in  the  one  and  in  the  other,  and  that 
if  he  confults  the  Senfe  of  his  own  Soul; 
ppon  which  Acwunt  therefore,  finnirl^ 
•  againit 
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againft  Wifdom,  he  p)Yqngethhis  own  SouJ^ 
fmce  every  fuch  one  finneth  againft  xMt 
natural  Serife  of  God  and  his-  Perfeftions 
which  fhews  him  bis  Duty,  and  againft 
thofe  natural  Impreffions  fuggefting  Sin 
and  Duty  to  him  which  he  feels  in  his  Soiil; 
and  moreover  againft  that  Knowledge  oF 
Good  and  Evil,  which  he  cannot  but  have* 
from  the  natural  evil  Eflfetts  of  Vice  andf 
Sin,  and  WhoKomnefs  of  Virtue,  and  laft- 
ly,  againft  the  natural  Senfe  of  a  farther 
Danger  he  is^  in  by  a  Way  of  Wickednels; 
even  of  a  IhinHhrpeht  Sin  jiiftly  defervetf, 
and  remains  to  be. infliSed,  and  muft  ine^ 
vitaMy  overtal^c  him  in  thi  End,  in  Cafe 
of  Impenitence  and'  Incorrigiblenefe.  For, 
i;  That  natural  Reafon'  which  Ikews  u^ 
the  Being  and' Perfeftions  df  God,  and  oiir 
Depcndancp-iipon  hiip,  do^h  alfo  fhew  lis 
what  is  to.^  tlone  and  avoided  by  us,  if 
we  confult  fbr'  our  own  Happinefs,  If  he  h 
infinhely  good  in  his  Nature,  then  it  is  our 
Duty  to  be  merciful,  and  he  cannot  but 
abhor  Crueky,  and  OpprefTion,  and  Uncha- 
ritablerlefs ;  if  he  be  impartial,  and  juft,  arid 
holy»  then  he  cannot  but  be  offended  with 
the  tjnrighteoufnefs  of  Men  ^  if  he  is  a  pure 
Spirit,  then  we  are  not  to  abandon  our 
felves  to  brutilh  Plcafures ;  if  he  is  feithful 
and  true,  we  are  to  keep  Promifes,  and  to 
difcharge  all  Trufts  with  Fidelity  and  Hi> 
jnefty;  if  he  is  our  Sovereign,  we  are  tof 
•      :       '  obe/ 
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obey  him ;  if  our  Maker,  we  are  to  wor-^ 
Ihip  him;  if  pur  Benefa£lor,  to  acknow- 
ledge him  vvitli  grateful  Praifesi  and  for 
our  Defefts  in  all  thefe  Points,  we  are  ac-t 
countable  to  hk  Authority  and  Judgment ; 
^d  becaufe  he  is  impartial  and  unchanged 
able,  we  have  no  caufe  to  expeO:  his  I^ro-r 
feftion,  his  Favour,  his  Rewards,  but  by 
doing  thofe  Things  that  are  right  before 
him ;  and  becaufe  he  is  the  Supreme  Go* 
vernour,  and  the  Almigltf  y  Difpofer  of  all 
Things,  we  cannot  expe£t  with  any  reafon 
to  be  happy  under  his  Difpleafure,  as  we 
need  not  fear  to  be  undone  if  we  pixxur^ 
his  Favour,  The  Sum  of  which  is,  that  as 
fer  as  God  hath  fliewn  himfelf  to  us,  be 
hath  withal  made  known  how  we  are  to 
ri^fe  him;  and  tberefiDre  we  find  that  the 
Belief  of  a  God  tends  fo  much  to  m^ 
Men  fober,  and  modeft^  and  faithful,  and 
)uft,  and  teniperate,  and  univerfally  virtu- 
ous, that  they  who  are  addided  to  an  un- 
ruly and  licentious  Life,  do  what  they  can 
to  deny  him. 

2»  God  hath  fhewn  us  his  Will  alfo  ia 
thofe  natural  Impreffions  he  hath  1^  in  our 
Minds  concerning  Good  and  Evil.  Thefe 
are^  the  Law  voritten  on  the  Hearts  of  all 
Mefl>  Heathens  and  Pagans  not  excepted, 
prompting  them  to  do  that  which  is  for 
their  Welfare,  and  to  efchew  that  which  is 
for  their  Harm ;  and  this  is  fuch  a  Law  as 

leaves 
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leaves  the  Unrighteoufnefe  and  Ungodlinels 
of  Men  without  Excufe,  becaufe  they  can- 
not but  be  fenfible  of  it,  and  therefore  can 
never  plea4  Ignorance ;  for  how  is  itpofli- 
bte  they  Ihould,  when  before  the  Tranf- 
grelTion  bf' it  they  feel  Doubt  and  Diftruft 
J)ulling  them  back,  3    '    -*  ' 

cufing  Cdnfeiende,  a 
Performance  accordii 
themfelves ,  encourag' 
on,  and  afterwards  ai 
ing  Confcience?  Wh; 
rtrudion  which  the 
planted  in  all  Mens  I 
what  ought,  atid  w 
done,  if  they  would 
Can  any  ^an  plead  Ij 
in  whole  Heart  the  L 
nay,  in  whom  it  fpe; 
had  any  Revelation  0 
Senfe  of  Duty  that  al 

who  had  rib  Revelatww,  .^  -r j~j  — - 

Heafure  in  their  good  Aftions,  and  filled 
them  with  Doubt  and  Fear  when  they 
went  about  any  Wickednefs,  and  made 
them  tremble  and  defpair  when  thejr  had 
committed  it,  as  one  of  them  in  particular 
of  great  Note,  Caligula^  who  us'd  in  a 
Fright  to  get  under  his  Bed  when  he  heard 
it  thunder.  'Tis  this  that  taught  fome  of 
the  worft  and  greateft  of  them  to  acknow- 
ledge that  there  Was  a  Power  greater  than 
*  theirs, 
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thek-s,  ihq'  they  faw  it  Jipt.  r  God,  that 
furriilhed  all  living  Creatures  with  a  Serife 
of  Things  nec^flary  for  them,  arid  of  Things 

3:iye  to  therr^  that  they 

neand  a! 
of  Bodi! 

le  Souk  c 

re  alike  n 

)eldngs  t( 

0  contrar 

It  to  tiial 


:  iriftrufli:^  i 
the  nattffi! 
J,  ind^lte  c 
nd  VfftUe. 

I   Cpiirile'  c_    ^,   _ 

9  trufted,'  afidi  diligent 
arid  a  charitable  Man 
and  a  teittperate  Maa 
his  did  Age,' arid  a  reli- 
gious Man  Chall.be  able  to  govern  his  Paf- 
fibns,  and  to  live  with  great  Regard  to 
himfelf  in  all  that  he  dot}?,    Jhefc  are 
Maxims  fuggefted  by  Re^fon,  copfiparin^ 
Caufes  with  their  Efjf^ds,  and  they  are  con- 
firmed alfo  by  m^ny  Example?,  and  fong 
Experience  in  the  World.    The  Drunkard 
often  ftumbles,  U]^on  his  Griave  before  he 
has  gone  thro'  half  hu  Days\x}ci^  lazy  Per- 
fon  fells  into  Poyierfy  and  Contempt ;  dhe 
f^rodigal  is  at  laft  driven  to  delpqrate  Shifts  ^ 

t      '  the 
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die  difobedient  Son  and  ungovernable  Ydtith 
rans  into  innum^rabk  Fc3Sies^  a^d  endlefif 
Mifciarriages;  the  Adulterer  aMength  ^ajrs| 
fbt'liis  Pleafures  with  ftiarp  Pifes  and  Rot-^ 
tennefs  of  Bones*  A  whorijh  Wofnan  Jhatl 
Hiring  a  Man  to  a'Morfel  of  Srea^.  Volup* 
^ubufnefs  weakens  the  Vigour  of  the  Mind, 
fltrid  makes'  Men  unfit  for  honeft  Bufinefs^ 
arid^ery  often  for  neceflkry  Employments; 
Want  of  Devotion,  and  Negleft  of  Prayers; 
exppfes  a  Man  to  all  thofe  Mifcarria^es,  to 
which  his  Conftitution  and  Temptations  do 
lead  him.  Reafon  and  Example  do  plainly 
fhew  us  the  Ways  how  particular  private 
Men  come  to  profper,  or  to  be  miferaWe. 

If  we  confider  this  Thing  with'refpeQ:  w 
Kingdoms  andCommonwealthsi'We  are  in- 
ftruaed  both  Ways,  that  when  People  flou- 
riffi'd,  and  were  able  to  refift  all  Pore%ii 
Attempts,  they: were  tdigftms^and  induftri- 
bu^,  fober  and*  well  manrier^d,«,hardy  and 
temperate,  juft  and  peaifcfe^le,  dutiful  to 
their^  SuperioK^  at  Unity  iimong  them- 
felves ;  and  partJtular  Pertbns  were  ftill 
zealous  for  the  Publidc  Good,  preferring  it 
before  their  private  Intereftj  they  did  not 
go  about  to  weaken  it  by  Faftions,  what- 
ever Advantages  they  might  gain  by  it  to 
themfelves,  whatever  unkind  Ufage  they 
met  with,  whatever  Provocation  they  lay 
under  J  and  in  this  Pofture  no  Violence 

from 
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from  wicHeut  t»s,  hi^n.^k.  to  uofeccleL 
tiMm.  Buc  Re9;^.  fli^$  ^ji^t  i^e  contxa-' 
ff  D^(}tx>Q5  a(vJ  Pr^ipep  4o  of  chemr 
lelvfis  lead  lo  Ruin,  and  Jij^p^irieQce  flievfs 
tbat  they  h|E|ve  ftUl  ended  (^e> 

So  that  ia  relied  of  that  clear  Inftrudion 
which  the  jExaroplcs  of  all  Age*  do  affocd 
hpw  Mifery  is  to  be  avoid^,  ftvit  remains 
true  which  wp  find  in  the  fiift.  Chapter  of 
^  Boo^  V.  80,  2ii  Wjf^  crifti)  voitbf 
9fit^  fie  mtexeth  her  Fiffff  in  the  Stretts: 
Sbe  crieth  m  the  chief  ^lace  of  Cancomfef 
h  the  Offi^m  ^the  Gatat,  iff  the  Cityjhc, 
i^tetet.h  hfrW^rds*  •.    .     . 

4.  As  00  Maa  can  filead  Ignorance  of 
Good  and  jgvil,  h  neither  can  he  pretond 
that  he  Icnew  not  the  Danger  of  PuniQi* 
meat  for  doing  Qi.  For  £is  is  a  Truth 
fliewa  by  natural  Reafi>n,  i^at  God  s  the 
jlift  Ju^  of  Men»  that  ^  Sin  his  angrjr 
Juftice  15  provoked,  and  .«h«)t  he  will  not 
m&v  th»  widtsed  to  gounfHiniflied  y  which 
w«s  the  main  Ground  upoa  which  the 
m&St  among  Hie  Heathens  concluded  that 
there  Would  be:a  Life  aft«r  tlvs,  visi.  thajt 
Men  might  be  rewarded  and  punilhed  ac- 
£wdktg  to  their  Worhs^  which  was  not  fi} 
clearly  Jeen  in  this  Life.  And  this  natural 
Belief  rimt  God  was  an  Hater  and  Punifber 
of  Sin,  as  well  as  the  Rewarder  of  Viti^ie, 
was  enough  to  leave  them  without  Bzcufe. 

For 
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Per  what  tho'  God  did  not  reveal  to  theoi^ 
as  he  has  done  to  us  by  the  Gofpel,  that 
the  Wicked  Jball  go  into  Everlafiing'^Fmifih 
ment^  and  the  Rigffteom  into  Life  Eternal^ 
What  tho'  they  knew  not  that  the  Bodv 
ihall  rife  at  the  laft  Day,  to  partake  with 
the  Soul  in  endlefs  Rewards  and  Panifh- 
ments  that  will  follow,  was  it  not  enouuzli 
that  God  had  ibewn  himfelf,  his  Being,  his 
Perfedions,  his  Will  and  Pleafbre,  and  their 
Duty  to  him  ?  Mull:  they  needs  know  how 
-much  Punifiimcnt  they  rauft  fuffer  for  their 
Difobedience,  and  when  it  ihould  b^in, 
and  how  long  it  Ihould  laft  ?  But  did  they 
not  loiow  that  the  Juftice  of  God  was  im* 
partial,  that  his  Power  was  infinite,  and 
therefore  that  the  Powerfulnefs  of  God  was 
moft  (rf  all  to  be  feared,  and  was  not  this 
fufficient  to  oblige  them  even  by  Fear  to  do 
their  Duty  ?  * 

It  feems  not  always  abfolotely  neceflary 
to  the  Jufti(!e  of  infiiding  Punifhoieat,  that 
the  Puni(hm&M  fliould  be  as  particularly 
made  known  before-hand,as  the  Law  whkh 
prefcribes  the  Duty  and  makes  the  Offence. 
Th^  reafon  why  commonly  there  is  as  plain' 
a  Rule  in  the  Societies  of  Men  for  the  De-^ 
grces  of  Pianiflnnent  to  be  jnflicied,  as  for 
the  Crimes  that  are  to  be  avoided,  is^  not 
becaufe  it  were  unjuft  in  it  felf  to  inflid  a 
P^niihmeM  opoo  a  Criminal,  which  he 
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-^  not  m  j>ardcitlar  kiiow  before,  but  be- 
caufo  it  is  vefy  4ricottveiti4nt  to  leave  Miri^ 
ftersbf  Juftioe,-  \Vho  are-biitMen,  to  pro- 
portion   Pirtiilhmenti   to   Faults   as  thty 
pteafe,  becaufe  they  may  be  partial,  they 
m^y  be  poflifi^H  with  Favouf  ttnd  AfFeftf- 
t)n,  and  (bmetimies  with  Prejudice  j   they 
may  be  led  afide  by  Fondnels  to  be'eafy^ 
or  may  be-i  transported  with  Anger  intd 
Griaelty-  and  t4iereft>re  it  is  very  fit  tliat 
there  (hould  be  as  known  a  Rule  foi'  Pu- 
ijffhnients  as  for  Offences,  but  that  not  fb 
*i«ch'  for  -the  Information  of  tbofe  that  are 
to  be  judged,  as  for  Prevention  of  Partia- 
lity in  thofe-  t)iat  are  to  judge.    For  it  is 
hof  in  it  felf  (I  fay)  always  unjuft  to  inflift 
a  Puftifhment,  that  was •  not  particularly 
thrtatned  before,  as  all  muft  acknowledge, 
who;  will  allow  a  Father  to  cOrreft  his 
Child,  or  a  Mafter  his  Servant,  for  his 
Faults,  According  to  his  Difcretion,  with 
rtiaff  Liberty  which  the  Law,  allows  theni: 
Aiid  if  the^  F&r  of  Punilhment  in  the  ge- 
neral be  fUffltknt  to  oblige  us,  as  moft  cer- 
tainly it  is,  then  that  natural  Reafon  which 
fliews'  that  God  is  an  Hater  of  Sin,  and  the 
pill  Judge  of  the  World,  will  it  felf  leave 
all  Men  inexcufable  in  the  Day  of  Judg- 
ment, who  have  heW  the  Truth  in  Unrigfj^ 
teoufnefs.    But  tho'  it  will  not  quite  e^ccufe 
the  Heathen,  that  endlefs  Rewards  and 
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Punifhments  Were  never  made  known  to 
them,   yet  it  will  much  extenuate  their 
Crimes,  and  mitigate  the  Obftinacy  in  com- 
mitting of  them.    Of  all  Men  they  are  the 
moft   mexcufable  who  bold  the  Truth  of 
Chriftianity  in  Unrighteoufnefs,  who  Iinow 
that  the  Wrath  of  God  is  revealed  from  Hea- 
ven againji  all  Unrighteoufnefs  and  ifngodU-. 
nefs  ^Men^  and  that  an  everiafting  Mifery 
is  plainly  denounc'd  againft  Sinners,  as  it  is 
in  the  Gofpel ;  they  Ql  fay)  arc  without  all 
manner  of  Excufe,  and  have  no  Colour  of 
Pleading  for  their  wilful  Wickednefs. 

In  a  word  then :  Whoever  in  his  Life  and 
Praftice  obftinately  tranfereffes  the  Laws  of 
Religion,  which  is  the  belt  Wifdom,  not- 
withftanding  what  he  knows  of  his  Duty 
from  that  natural  Senfe  he  has  of  God  and 
the  Divine  Attributes,  and  .from  thofe  No- 
tions of  Good  and  Evil  which  he  finds  im- 
prefs'd  on  his  Soul,  and  from  his  obferving 
and  underftanding  the  natural  prefent  Ad- 
vantages of  Virtue,  and  Mifchiefs  of  Vice, 
and  from  the  juft  Fears  he  is  under  of  that 
future  Punifliment  of  Sin,  which  he  clearly 
apprehends  both  from  Nature  and  Revela- 
tion too,  he,  I  fay,  is  the  miferable  Sinner 
againft  Wifdom,  fpoken  of  in  this  Proverb, 
who  every  way  wrongeth  his  ovim  Soul- 
and  therefore  I  fliall  conclude  all  no  other-' 
wife,  than  with  noting  of  that  Man,  that 
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a?  he  Is  (kidin  i|he  Te¥t  to  tje  one  w|k)  hjt- 
teth 'Wifaonv  an4  /ov^^^  jD^/zf/>,  fo  to  hji^ 
wilV  b?:long  wliat  the  Scripture  faUb,  Pfal^ 
109.  ^7^,  Jjf  he-lov^d^HrJingiJo  it  will  conf 
■iijito  hitfi:  4^  he  delighfed  not  in  Bleffing^ 
£l  k  ifoill  be  far  fnm  him' 
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SERMON   XV. 

The  Mifery  of  Late  Rcpcntancij 
after  a : wicked  Life.     .     h 


proverbs;!,  sfxyiii         ;  - 
Then  jhall  they-  call  upo/t  me^  but  I  will  mt 
answer  ;  they  jhallfeek'hie  early ^  hut  thef. 
jhaU  not ^d  we,     '   ■>       >    ■       •    '<.-: 

^HESEkrethe-Wc^ris^bf  or 

of  Almighty  p6^^  fpeikifig  to  ..thel 
Children  of  M6n  :    Arid  ^here  this  'excel-, 
cellent  Book^ef  Pfovsrhs  beings  fiili  of  .wife 
Inftruftions,   (hewing  how  Men.*  oughtVv,ta 
behave  theoifelves  in  all  Conditions  .cvf  l^ii^^ 
what  is  to  be  done,  and -what  is  /o  belair 
voided,  in  order  to  True  Ha^itefs,  is  ther?J- 
fore  begun  with  a  Preface  fomething  lai^,. 
iJ^hich  is  dofighed  to  awaken  the  Aiteniioji 
and  Care  df^  thofe  who  read  it,    a^nd  to  eij. 
cite  ih  them  4  ftrong  Refolution  xif  Obfer-^ 
.ving  and  Pfa<3:icing  thoft  kul^  they  lljQiild, 
.iijeet  with 'afterwards.  '      ■    ■"       '      :  :vf/ 
']  Now,  amongft  other  CoofideratioTis  len^* 
ing'  to  prepare'  them  for  a  profitable  Rea^- 
^   -  /    ^  -     '''."' jC  c  ?  '^'^  "     ':  ing 
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ing  of  thofe  Inflrudions,  that  which  is  in- 
(ifledupon  in  the  latter  Part  of  this  Chap- 
ter^ js  fit  to  awaken  the  moft  drowfy  and 
fluggilli  Mincfe ,  fpr  it  (hews  them  what 
fearful  Mifery  they  will  bring  upon  them- 
felves,  if  now  they  hearken  not  to  the  DL- 
redions  and  Adjngnitions  of  Wifdom,  or  to 
the  Voice  of  God  calling  tipon.  thera  to 
their  Duty,  and  to  be  Happy  in  the  doing 
tliereof.  Thus,  after  the  Promife  or  Uiider- 
taking  ta  make  Men  Wife  ind  Happy,  as 
far  as  good  Counfel  and  a  true  Reprefen- 
tation  of  their  Cafe  eduld  make  them  fo,  v. 
23.  Turn)ou  at  my  Keproof:^  beboU^  I  will 
pour  out  my  Spirit  unto  you^  I  will  make 
koown  my  Words  unto  you  j  God  lets  thctrt 
know  what  wilt  fcfefeM  thera-,  if  they  go 
oQ  to  defpife  Jnftruilion,  Verfes  24,  25,  26, 
27.  Becaufi  I  have  called^  and  )e  refufedi 
I  have  Jhetcbed  out  my  Handy  and  no  Man 
regarded^  but  ye  have  fet  at  nought  all  mj 
Counfel^  and  would  none  of  my  Reproof  ^  that 
is;  regarded  all  my  Advices  no  noore  than  if 
they  had  been  fo  many  vain  and  idle  Words^ 
I  Afo  will  laugh  av  )  our  Calamity^  I  will  mock 
when  your  Fear  comet h"^  when  your  Fearco^^ 
meth  as  Defolation^  and  your  DeJiruSion  to^ 
fMeth  as  a  Whirlwiftd  \  when  DiSrefs  and 
Angujfh  Cometh  upon  you  \  that  is,  whAi 
y6u  have  brought  your  fclvcs  into  inextri- 
cable Straits,,  and  when  all  thofe  Miferics 
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overtake  you,  which  I  could  not  by  any 
Warning  mak^  you  careful  to  avoid,  J  (haU 
4hcn  be  no  way  concerned  to  Relieve  you, 
and  as  little  regard  your  SufFerings,  as  you 
did  before  my  Ceunfels  and  Admonitions  ^ 
for  that's  the  Meaning  lofthefe  Words,  that 
God  would  laugh  st  their  Calamity^  ai^d 
mock  when  their  Fear  cometb.  Not  that 
He  would  infult  over  them  jn  their  Mi- 
fery,  but  be  utterly  unconcerned  for  them^ 
and  fo  repay  them  in  their  own  Kind  for 
flighting  his  Offers  and  Warning  j  the  rea^ 
fon  why  this  is  exprefs'd  by  laughing  at  iheir 
Calamity  being,  that  they  kughed  at  his 
Counfel,  and  were  mov'd  by  his  Promifc* 
and  Threatnings  no  more  than  if  th6y  had 
been  idle  and  ridiculous  Sayings. 

But  yet  this  is  not  all  that  ought  to  bfe 
confider'd  in  this  Mattery  for  they  them- 
fdlves  moreover,  when  it  is  too  late/^fliall 
come  to  be  fenfible  of  their  own  i^olly^ 
and  (hall  importunately  feek  Godls  Favour, 
and  cry  to  him  for  Help,  but  it  Ihallr  be  to- 
no  purpofe.  V/        ; 

And  this  is  that  Awakening  Cotifideri'-' 
tiori  prefented  in  the  Text  I  have  chofcn, 
Then  (ball  they  call  upon  mCy  but  I  will  not  ^ 
anftver^  they  Jball  feek  me  early^  but  they  (bilU 
n^t  find  me.  [.,  -^ 

Which  Words  fc^ip  to  imply,,  ■  _ 

C  c  J  I.  That 
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'  ■  I.  That  .t Here >  is  a  Time,  when  wickedt 
Men  ^.  will  be/  o^^er taken  with  thofe  Mifc- 
fiw^  that  rip  Warning  would  ferve  them  to 
drevent  by  Repeiitance  and  Reformation. 

-5.  That  they  will  be  one  Day  fenfible  of 
their  own  Folly,  and  cry  unto  God  for 
Mcircy  and  Deliverance.  But'^ 
:  '|,  That  God  will  not  then  regard  their 
Repentarice,  -ndr  be  moved  by  their  Pray- 
ers^'   ^^  '      '      / 

'}  Kow  thefa  Things  are. to  be  underftood 
wirh^'fuch  Littiitations  as  Reafon,  Scripture, 
ahrllEl:f>prience  require  ,  and  as  the  nature 
fer'fuch'Moralahd  Proverbial  Sayings  will 
adtirrt.,  . 

!.  Aml'Jt  fhali  b6  my  Bufinefs>. therefore,  to 
explain  tHe-icnfe^ln  which  :evcry  one  of 
^fcfeJPirticulatsihaBsTrue  :':■:  ' 
,  f/TH^nT  flialli  fi^w,  that  in  this  Proceed- 
lKgtiLjf^MVineJiuftice^'  thsre  is^  nothing  con- 
tr^r^i'fo  the  Gbodoefe  of  Godi ♦  > 

; ,  i  And  laftly ^  •  I  'ftiall  •  itim  up  ail  in  a  vt-- 
hanehfr^  ExhoirtatidrtiT^  would  all 

t^ke  Warning  by  the  VVbrd  of  God,   and. 
Biifgemly  bttfwve^thfefe  Rates  and  Wajrs'of 
^mvfflg  to  Trlie  Happinefs  which  he  hath 
t)bfcttbedv  tb  tis/- ^  ^  -  ;  .  /      ■        ''•■:■ 
•witte  explaining  eacti  pat- 
on  contained  in -the  ^ Text/ 
what  Limitatioiii  they  are 

^:iil   .'  }  z  0  ii  Thek 
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I .  There  is  a  Titiie^  when  wicked  Mef( 
will  be  overtaken  with  thofe  Miferies^  ;that 
they  would  never  be  wirti'd  to  avoid  by: 
a   timely  Repentance.  /  ^. 

For  the  underftanding  of^This,  I  fliall 
lay  down  T/b*^^  Thin 

Firft  whereof  is  thi 
Calamities  are  meant 
which  are  eithej  the  tt 
or  other  Punifhmcflts  o 
Divine  Juftice,  andtha 
or  in  the  World  to  come. 

Thi 
ments 
ral,  0 
riand 
of  the 
in  tb 
whole 
and  h 
nefe^s 
ly  (iit\ 
I^raitii 


frojoi  ' 
tjipre 

l^  nc 

Again,  There  is  no  reafoft  wny  we  fiibuia 
InoMinderftand  the  Puniftiments  of  Sin  in 
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the  Life  to  come,  frpm  which,  to  be  fure, 
there  is  no  Redemption  after  a  Man  is  once 
Qvertaken  by  them  :    For  the  Good  Men 
before  and  under  the  Law,  underftood  the 
Po£trin  bf  a  Future  State,  vj^hich  was  con- 
veyed down  by  Tradition  jfrom  AJam  abd 
jN^^fc  to  their  rofterity,  but  was  hardly  prfe- 
ferved  any  where  elle,  except  amongft  the 
Ch\l<Avtn  q{  Ifrael/^  not  by  virtue  of  their 
JMofai'ckh^w^  whereof  thgBelief  of  a  Life 
to.Coine  W3S  not  the  Foundation,  but  by 
the  Prophets  arid  Wife  Men,  who  ever  and 
""    '  ^  of  it,  as  appears 
Book  of  Proverbs^ 
Ecclefiajtes^  Ecclef. 
bay  of  Judgment 
d,  than  it  is  in  the 
herefore  when  the 
in  the  OldTcfta- 
F  the  Miferies  that 
•inging  upon  them- 
:s^   after  this  Life 
underftood,  unlefs 
fpoken  of,  or  there 
matter  pt  the  Dif- 
reftrains  it  to  the 
I  Calamities  :    So 
^  to  underftand  the 
I  in  this  Life,  and 
Vi,  That  v^hich  is  to  Come.    But, 

'^""^  '"  •  "  '■  "  2.  This 
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2.  This  Propofition  is  not  fo  to  be  un^ 
derftood,  as  if  all  wicked  Men  were  at  lafl: 
reducM  to  extreme  Mifery  in  this  Life  j  fot 
theScripture  doth  acknowledge,that  rometimes 
tber^  are  no  Bands  in  their  death^  but  their 
Strength  is  firm  :    thit  they  are  not  in  Trou^ 
ble  as  other  Men^  neither  are  they  plagued ; 
like  other  Men^    Pfal.  73,  4,  5.     Ail  that 
needs  to  be  faid  is  this.  Either  that  they' 
do  often  fufFer  thofe  Puniftiments  in  this 
Life  which  their  wicked  Doings  naturally 
produce^  they  eat  of  the  Fruit  of  their  own 
Wayj  and  are  filled  with  their  own  Devices  .- 
Or  that  the  Juflice  of  God  doth  other  way§ 
overtake  them  in  Puniftiments  that  flicw  the 
Finger  ofGody  and  a  more  immediate  Hand 
of  Providence  :    And  this  is  a  good  Ar- 
gument, wherewith  to  dilTuade  Men,  that 
are  flexible  to  Temptation,  and  eafy  to  be 
carried  away  by  their  Lufts/  that  they  are 
in*  very  great  danger  of  pulling  down  thofe 
Miferies  upon  their  own  Heads  in  this  Life, 
Which  they  are  leaft  able  to  bear,  and  from 
^hich  they  can  never  hope  to  recover  them- 
felves  i'  efpecially  to  difluade  them  from  thofe 
Sfins,  which  naturally  bring  Mifchiefs  upon 
.  thbfe  that  eo  on  to  commit  them,  and  thofe 
which  Divine  Juftice  is  obfervM  moft  fre- 
quently'  to  declare  it  felf  againft  in  this 
World  :  And  it  is  obfervable,  that  the  Wife 
lifan  makes  ufe  of  this  Confideration  to  de- 
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ter  young  PerCons  from  Mifcarriages  of  this 
nature,  That  being  agreeable  to  his  Defiga 
in  the  beginning  of  this  Book,  which  was, 
to  Guard  them   againft  thofe  greater  and* 
more  heinous  Vices,  v^hich  if  they  once  got 
an  Habit  of,  they  would  hot  be  very  ca- 
pable of  receiving  atiy  Qobd  by  his  follow* 
ing  Inftrudipns  :  Thisfeems  to  be  the  Rea- 
fon  of  his  calling  upon  theiii  fo  earneftly^ 
and  To  often  to  Honour,  artd  to  Hearken  to 
their  Parents  ^  of  his  warniri^  them'  againft 
Theft,  and  Murder,  and  Adultery,  and  a- 
gainft  Idlenefs,.  the  Door  tHit  lets  in  all 
other  Mifchief ;  which  Thing!  he  di/Tuades 
them  from  in  the  beginning  of  this  Book 
with  mighty  Vehemence,  and  witl^  fuch  re- 
peated Admonitions  of  the  unavoidable  Mi-, 
feries  attending  fuch  Courfes,  as  if  he  could 
never  Caution  them  enough  againft  them. 
His  Advice  to  Obedience  to  Parents,  is  fo 
often  repeated,,  that  there  is  fomething  pf 
it  in  raoft  Chapters  of  his  Book,  efpeciall^ 
towards  the  be^pning  of  his  Proverbs. .  Ai, 
to  Violence,  Robbery  and  Rapin,  and  Mui-^ 
der,  he  fays  in  this  Chapter,  VerCes  lo,  ii, 
d^c.  ]Mf  Son^  if*  Sinners  entice  thee ^  corifini. 
thou  hot. '  ^fJhejfayy  Com  %vi(^  us^  let  tu^^ 
lay  ^w ait  for  Bloody  let  w  lurk  privily  for  the 
Innocent  tvithjid  Gduje  •,    let  m  fwallotu  themj 
lip  alive  as  the  Grave\   and  whote^  as  tl^pfer 
that  go  down  into  the  Pit  V     We  (ball  {ind 
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all  precious  Subftafice^  r^e  jljoUfill  mr  Houfes 
whh  Spoil  :    C^/?  in  thy  Lift  arhqng  us^  let 
Us  all  havt  one  Piiffe  :    Mjf  Shri^,  walk  riot 
thou  in  the  Wdyivith  them  ,  refrain  thy  t^oot 
from  their  Path  -,  for  their.  Feet  tun  to  Evil^ 
and  make  ha fte  to  {bed  Blood.    Surely  in  vaiii 
the  i^et  is  fpread  in  the  fight  ^  Any  Bird. 
Akd  they  lay  ii>ait  for  their  own  Bloody  thej 
lurk  pHt/ily  for  thiir  own  Lives.     So  are  thi 
Ways  of  every  om  ihat  is  gteedy  of  Guin  j 
ObhicJo  taketh  away  the  Life  0/  the  Owners 
thereof.    With  fueh  like  feartleftn^fs  he  dif- 
fuades  them  from  Sloth  and  Idlenefs,  Chap. 
6.  Verfes  4,  J,  6,  7, 8,  9, 10,  11.   He  fends 
thein  to  learn  6f  the  Jnt^  that  prbvideth  her 
Meat  in  thi  Sutmer^  and  gather eth  het  Food 
tnthe  iiarve]i\    keprehenditig thereby  their 
Sluggiflinefs,  wlben  they  (hould  be  horteftly 
and    profitably  emplby'd  t    How  long  wilt 
thou  fleep^  ( 
arife  out  of  i 
wilt  thou  p! 
frdtn  Tittle  f 
to  do  it-  ift 
Slumber^  a 
Sleep.J  So  Jh 
iraw^eth^  a\ 
that  is,  it  \ 
^bd  at  laft 
thou  haft  lie 
As  to  Unci 

the 
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jtbe  Reafon  fee  gives  for  being  fo  earneft  in 
Warning, his  Sm  againft  the  Harlot,  That 
her  Houfe  is  the  Tvay  to  Hell^  gp^^g  [down 
to  the  Chambers  of  Death ^  Chap.  7.  v.  27. 
None  that  go  unto  her ^  return  again^  ^  nei- 
ther take  thej  hold  of  the  Paths  of  Life. 
Chap.  2.  V.  19.     But  becaufe  this  Lewd- 
pefs  is  one  of  the  moft  fetal  Caufes  of  Mi- 
fery.  Youth  being  fo  prone  to  it,  and  not 
apt  to  fufped  the  Mifchicf  that  lurks  undcf 
it,  till  it  be  too  late,  therefore  the  whole  <;tb 
Chapter  is  fpent  in  an  earneft  DilTuafiye  from 
it,  in  which  the  Wife  Man  tells  his  Son, 
V.  3.   that  The  Lips  Df  a  Jlr/inge  Woman 
drop  as  an  Honey-Comb^  and  her  Mouth  is 
fmoother  than  Oyl.     But  therefore  he  ear- 
neftly  defires  him  to  look  to  the  End  of 
thofe  Pleafures,  v.  4.  But  her  End  is  bit- 
ter as  Wofmwood^  Jbarp  as  a  two-edged 
Sword.    Then  he  (hows  at  large  how  the 
(lealth,  and    Strength,     and   Eftates    and 
Credits  of  Men  arc  impaired  by  degrees, 
and  at  laft  utterly  loft  j   w|iich  they  can- 
ijot   rejBed  upon  without  great  Anguilh, 
Vheii  they  look  back,  and  cqnfider  their  for- 
x»er  Follies,  together  with  thejr  prefent  Mi- 
feries  :    Therefore  he  fays,    Verfes  8,  9. 
Kemope  thy   Way  from  her  and  com  not 
f^gb  the  Door  of  her  Houfe ^  left  phou^giva, 
thine  Honour  to  others^  and  thy  Tears  unto 
tkt  Qrusl  ^     that  is,  Left  thou  caft  away 
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thy  Youth  arid  Strength  upon  Whores,  that 
when  they  have  confumed  thy  Body  and 
Eftate,  will  laugh  to  fee  thee  Perifh.  And 
V.  10.  '  Leji  Strangers  be  filled  vritb-  thjr 
Wealthy  and  thy  Labours  be  in  the  Houfi 
of  a  Stranger.  And  Verfes  n,  la,  I3» 
.  14.  Jnd  thou  mourn  at  the  lafl,  when  ttf 
Flefb  and  thy  ^ody  are  confumed^  and  fay ^ 
How  bavf  I  bated  InJlruSion^  and  my  Heart 
defpiftd  Reproof  ?  And  have  not  oveyed  tb$ 
Voice  of  my  Teachers^  nor  inclined  mine  Ear 
to  them  that  in/lrufffdme  ?  That  is,  I  was 
fufficiently  fore-warned  of  all  this  Mifery^ 
but  fo  ftupidly  foolifh  have  I  been,  that 
no  Warnings  would  ferve  my  turn :  There- 
fore he  advifeth  his  Son  in  the  following 
Part  of  that  Chapter,  to  a  Married  Life, 
Verfes  i$,  i6.  And  fo  on,  (hewing  the 
vaft  Difference  between  the  Satisfadion  and 
Pleafure  that  may  be  taken  in  the  Kindneft 
and  Affedion  of  a  Wife,  and  in  a  lawful 
Iflue  by  her  on  the  one  fide,  and  between 
Slavery  to  an  imperious  expenfive  Struraper, 
and  the  Shame  of  a  baflardly  Brood  on  th«i 
other.  But  if  none  of  thefe  Counfels  and 
Warnings  would  prevail,  he  concludes  with 
what  he  had  often  reminded  him  of  before, 
viz,.  That  he  (hould  die  without  InflruSion^ 
and  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  Folly  go  aftray^ 
Verfe  the  23d,  and  the  laft  of  that  Chapter, 
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that  i^  fliould inevitably  Pgrifc^  9nd:C3omc: 
to  utt^  Ruin  without  Remedy. 
•  By  thfife  Vebenient  and  particular  Caur 
,tions  of  tfcc  Wife  j^fan^againft  Difobedi- 
ftfice  to  l^rentSy  and  Murder,  and  Idlenefs^ 
a9l  ttici  LfUfts  'X)f  Wharedbni  a^nd  Adultery, 
we''  ffiayfe^,*  whatthofe  Sins  are,  which ier 
e^>ecinliy  ineaiM  in  the  Text,  wherein  h^ 
fiAipoies  that  wicked  M^n  ^  plunge  thetq:- 
ifehes  in*o  Mif^i^iea  ev^n  in  thi^  World, 
which  they  aie^  never  aMe  to.deliver  them- 
felves  froitj  ^  and  that  i^,  no  more  than  what 
daily  Obfervatibn  makes  good^than^at  innu- 
merable Biatnples  confirm*,  of  the  Infamy, 
of  the  Pdverey,  of  th6  Difeafes,  of  the  fpend- 
io^  of  Eftaes,  and  undoing  of  Fortunes^ 
which  are  cpbfe(jlient  upon  fuch  wicked 
Couri^  2S  thefe  are.  ^ut, 
■  ^.  If  any  go-  on  in  thefe  Practices  uppnr 
which  NatitfeUt  felf,  and  God's  CurCe  be- 
fidcs^  have  feemed  to  Sentence  Miferies  ia 
this  Life,  if  feme  of  them  ftiould  happetf 
to  efcape  here,  and  live  out  their  Days  with- 
out any  great  Misfortune  befalling  them 
at  laft,  yet  th^re  i%  a  Day  a  coming,  whew 
they  will  not  efcape  ,  One  Day  they  will 
imart  for  it,  and  That  is,  the  Day  of  the 
Jadgmeht'to  Come  :  Then  ^hat  is  faid  in* 
the  Verfe  fdre-going  the  Text,  will  be  fuller 
Hiade  good  upon  them.  That  their  Fear  win 
come  as  Defolatlon^  and  their  DeJiruSion  as 
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0MMri^ind.\  lit  ntore* rarely  happens,  that 
aqy  of  thafe.  Utgoyernablje,  and  giddy  Fools, 
that  rm  ^.  tb^  exm/s  pf  Rwt,  now  men:* 
tipn'4  daJ.piaJce  a  good  mift  ia  this  World  5 
but  if  they^  dp,  alas  I  they,  have  do  Caufe 
^  bo^i?:,  fifico  the  Time  ia  coming,  that  far 
aU  th^ft^l$if^Sf<So^  will  kring  them  to  Judg^ 
ment^  .a54  th^n  they  will  have  little  Joy 
,of  ^heijc  goodv  fortune  bene,  and  thofe  a&lit^ 
ij^  Qi  tbetf  DiiQcTetion,  that  managed  their 
Vices  .withb  that  Art  apd  Skill,  as  to  keep  offi 
^  prefents  54^^^^^%  and  thofe  known  fai-i 
jcoqveiweiKjes^  that  ufiaally  attend  them  in 
tbis  Life.:  4tnd  the  truth  is,  it  is  to  lit-^ 
tie  p!wpofethat;a  Man  Should  contrive  hoir 
to  enjoy  his  Lufts  without  ruining  his  For- 
tunes in  this  World,  unlefs  his  Difcretioa 
wpuld  ferve  him  to  efiape  the  Judgment  of 
God^  and  the  Puniftiment  of  his  Sins  in  the 
World  to  Come  :  And  it  is  That  AxgUr 
ment  which  Solompn  lays  the  great  Streis 
upon,  in  proving  the  Vaiii^  of  a^fenfual 
Life^  altho*  no  Man  ever  made  more  lively 
DefcriptionS  of  the  prefent  ^ifchiefs  of  it. 
If  a  Man  live  many  Tears ^  and  rejoice  in 
thsm  allj  yet  Jet  him  remember  the  Days  of- 
Ditrknefs^  for  they  jhaU.be  many.  And  the© 
he  infers  his  wonted' Conclufion  ,  All  thai 
fometk  is  Fanity^  Ecclef,  ii*  ^,  9.  And 
.what  he  means  by  All  this  is  plain,  I  think,- 
^iprgi  ^the  follpwing  Words  3    Rejoyce,  O 
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Voting- Man^  in  thjf  Youth ^  and  lei  thy  Heart 
cbear  thee  in  the  Days  ofthj  Touth^  dnd  walk 
in  the  Ways  of  thy  Hearty  arid  in  the  fight 
pf  thine  Eyes  ;  but  know  thou^  that  fdi^  all 
thefe  Things  God  will  bring  thee  into  ^udg^ 
ment.  As  if  he  (hould  have  faid^  Altho*  if 
were  pofliblc  for  a  Man  to  feparate  the 
Pleafures  of  Sin  from  all  the  prefent  Incon^ 
veniences  of  it,  fo  as  to  enjojr  the  formef, 
and  to  efcape  the  latter  ^  although  he  could 
be  able  to  anfwer  all  thofe  Reafonis  againft  a 
luxurious  and  vicious  Life,  whiclvarife  from 
the  Hurt  of  it  in  this  World,  and  by  force 
and  virtue  of  fuch  Anfwers,  could  challenge 
to  himfelf  the  liberty  of  walking  in  the 
Way  of  his  Heart,  ytt  there  is  One  Argu- 
ment behind,  which  he  is  never  able  to  an- 
fwer, or  to  avoid,  which  is,  That  for  all 
thefe  Things  God  will  bring  him  to  Judg- 
n^nt^ 

The  Sum  of  what  hdth  been  faid  hither* 
to  is  this  ;  That  there  is  a  Time  when  in- 
corrigible Men  will  certainly  be  overtaken 
with  the  miferable  Effects  of  thei?  Sins  j 
That  there  are  fotne  Kinds  of  Wickednefs/ 
as  concerning  which  this  feldoin  fails  of 
proving  true  in  this  World,  but  it  wiH  not 
fail  of  being;  true  in  the  World  fo  come  ^ 
For  God. Jh fill  Lring  every  Work  into  Judg- 
ment^mth  every  fecret  things  whether   it  he 
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good^  orvpbetber  it  h evil  Ecclefl  is.  14* 
The 

2cl  General  Point  is.  That  in  thofe  Ex-? 
tremities  wicked  Men  have  brought  thcm^ 
(elves  to,  they  will  be  fen fibl^  of  their  own 
Folly,  and  cry  unto  God  for  Deliverancft  ; 
T^^n  JbaS  they  caU  upon  me^  theyfbalifeek  me 
early • 

But  in  the  firft  Place,  This  is  nor  to  be 
underftood  univerfally,  as  if  every  Man  re- 
duced to  extreme  Miferv,  would  infallibly 
apply  hirafelf  to  God  tor  Mercy  ^  for  we 
know  there  have  been  Examples  of  the 
contrary  ,  that  is,  of  Men  who  in  their: 
Dirtrefs,  have,  like  Ahid;^  finped  yet  more, 
and  more,  and  have  grown  worfeand  worfe: 
Whereas  therefore  the  Text  fays,  That  they . 
will  cry  unto  God,  and  feck  him  early  in  their  ^ 
Diftrels,  who  would  not  hearken  to  him 
before,  the  Meaning  Is  this,  That  it  is  a 
Thing  reafonable  to  be  fuppofed,  and  there 
will  be  a  great  many  upon  whom  their  fi- 
nal Ruin  will  have  this  Eflfed,  their  Eyes 
will  at  la  ft  be  open*d,  and  they  will  feel 
the  Anguifli  of  their  Guilt  in  their  Mifery, 
and  cry  unto  God  for  Mercy.  There  are 
feveral  Sentences  in  this  Book  of  Proverbs^ 
that  are  thus  to  be  underftood  j  that  is. 
Where  a  thing  is  univerfally  or  indefinite- 
ly exprefs'd,  it  is  to,  be  interpreted,  Ui  i\  ^.hi 
of  a  great  many,  or  a  great  part  only  : 
D  d  Thus  ■ 
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Ifhusr  in  thisircry  Chapter,  where  the  An- 
ger of  God's  (eyere  Juftice  againft  incor- 
rigible Sinners  is  exprefe*d,  it  runs  thus  -^ 
&ca$ife  1  have-  called^  and  yt  refufed^  I  have 
ftntchid  out  nry  Hand^  and  no  Man  regard-- 
cd  :  That  is,^  vety  few  in  Comparifon,  or 
fionc  of  thole  to  whom  Wifdoin  fpcaks  in 
this  Place.  Thus  in  the  fecond  Chapter  the 
Wife  Mah  deffgning  to  Warn  his  Son  a- 
gakid?  the  Adurtercfs,  or  the  Harlot,  by 
Kettidg  him  underftand  how  exceeding  dif- 
fic(lll?  k  is  to  recover  them  who  are  once 
feddceki  by  her  j  Vpne  that  go  unto  her, 
hyi  he,  return  again  j  neither  take  they  hold 
eftik  Paths  of  Life:  That  is.  They  are 
very  few  that  refcue  themfelves  out  of 
the^  Snare  of  the  Devil.  And  fo  in  this 
Place,  the"  it  be  indefinitely  fard,That  they^ 
trho  have  all  along  refufed  to  Hearken  to 
the*  Parents,  and  to  Gfod^s  Minifters  Warn- 
ning  them  againft  Sin,  will^  in  their  grie- 
vous Kftrefs,  call  upon  God,  and  feek  hira 
importunately,  this  yet  is  not  to  be  un- 
derftood,  as  if  it  were  necelfarily  and  uni- 
Verfelly  True,  but  tis  very  likely  that  a 
great  many  will  do  fo  •,  for  it  is  very  cer- 
tain that  all  do  it  not  f  Some  there  are 
that  by  Luxury  and  Prodigality  have  run 
out  great  Eftates,  and  have  reduced  them- 
felves to  extremity  of  Want  j  Others  by  Ift* 
temperance   and  Whorgdom,    have  ruin'd- 
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th*ir'fI«£dWrr^  recovei^j  and  inftead  of  a 
appfyltig  tb^  God  by  Repentance,  jdoi  aban*  • 
do«i  themfelVtetoDefpair^  grow  ipiteful  and  t 
fUlleii,  and  are  more  obftina tdy  Wicked  by  t 
how   much  they  ate  tmit   Wretched  and  • 
Miferable^5  they  are  iilwardly  wrackM  with  » 
thd  Senfc/^ -their (fert^  Mifcry,  arid  more^' 
over  Iri&drflHearts  are  fcdi  of  horrible  Envyx 
attd'Mali(«;'andof  the  Hatred  of  God  ind  \ 
Matt*  ^  they  rather  with  Mlbhief  to  dll  the 
World,  than  Delivd^ndi  for  themfelves  5 
they   are  capable  of  lia  E^ife^  imlfefe  if  be- 
tlhat  of  thte  Oe vrl^in  tHe  >lifirifes.  of  others  ;  1 
tttey  relent  no  more  under  their  Gahmii*: 
ties,  than  a  fturdy  ViliaJa  iat\the  Whip|fcg-^ 
Poft^  that  hath  nfeither.  Ho^  nor  Shame  lefri 
that  endures  the  Lafti  with  smi  obdinateind 
iriVincibie  Kardinefs,   curfin^  all  that    ure 
h»ppier  rfian  himfclf,    biit  fcorniog  to  aslf. 
Nfercy  of  sny  one*      Such   like  as^ng^ij^. 
there  a^e  in   this   World  ^  of  Men  growij/ 
more    Obduratei  under ^i^tfiofe  Calamities'^  ^ 
«1iich  thd^  ha^ftti  no  hopt.pi  avcKding,  .biic. 
by*  avoiding irihreir  Sins  :    And  it  is  not  un- 
rfeafoAaWe  t<i  believe,  that  This  will  be  thei 
State  of  the  ^Vicked  at  the  Day  of  Judg- 
niem:,  after  the  irreverfible  Sentence  is  pro- 
nounced, when  they  have  nothing  but  th^ 
Horror  of  Damnation  before  them  ,  they 
tirill  be  given  up  to  bhter  Envy  and  M^-^ 
lice,    and  Curling  of  God  and  Man  ^   and 
.  D  d  a  perfiaps 
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perhaps  they  who:  live  here  mhabftqal  Mi- 
liee  and  Vilkny,  are/ incapable  of  ReletiN 
irfg  ekn  ^before  that;    But  yet  the.  Strip-  > 
ti»e  feetns  to'  imply^o  that  *  many  Jn  that,^ 
Diy,  feefore  the  Sentence  is  giv^ft,  agaioft' 
them,  win  plead  hard  for  ttemfelvM,  ind' 
bemoan  their;  own  wretdied  Eftatc,  and- cry  • 
paffiomtely^for  Mercy  -,  they  (bffllcaiU  for 
the  Rbcy  and  for  the  Moiintaina  tc(  ftli 
upon  iihetfl,  and  hide' thenir  from  ithePref- 
fence  of  Him  that  fitteth  upoti  the  Throne :, 
For  In  that  Dofj  as  we*  read^ "  ^any  will  fa/ 
tohfim,  Lord^LoPd^  have  xpe  mt  ^ropbejied: 
in  thyUantef  and  in  thyNnme  kape  cafi 
Mt  anvils  f  and  in  thy  Named^if  tn^nj  won^ 
dfrfulWorh  /     And  thm  he- (hall  ptoftfs 
to  them^  I  never  knew  yQx$'\\  depart  from  me 
ye  that  t^ork  Iniqmty^  Matth.  aj.  a2,  25. 
At  that  Day  ihall'  thy  alfo  anfr»er  him^ 
f^yihg^  Lord^  when  faw  we  thee  hmgry^  or 
tbi¥fiy^  or  a  flranf^er^  or  naked^or  fick;  or 
in  frifon^    and   did  not  mtrnfttt  to  thee  it 
Mat.  as*  44,  45.     And  he  fliajl    anfmr 
them^faving^  Verily  I  fay  witoyo^^  in  as  much 
ai  \e  did  it  not  to  one  of  the  U4JI  of  thefe^ 
ye  did  it  fmi  ta  me.    Thefe*  Paflages  feem 
to  imply,  that  the  Unrighteous  in  that  Day 
will  think  of  all  things  that  Can  be  faid 
to  mitiguc  their  Sentence ,   and  tho*  they 
have  nothing  colourable  to  plead  for  them- 
felvcs,  yet  they   will  not  fail  to  pioduce 
■:      .  ^  what 
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what  they  IiaV€,  afer  trnnner  of  thofe 
guilty  Wretches  tliat  ftand  Before  the  Tri- 
bunals of  M^n;  and  offer  Pleas  for  them- 
&Ives,  which  iignify  nothing  elfe  but  their 
Vehement  Defires  to  avoid  the  Sentence  of 
Death.    ' 

:  So  that*  in  This  World,  and  in  the  World 
to  CoiBC,  .this  is  the  Matter  implyM  in 
the  Te5ct,  That  Sinners  who  arc  reduced  to 
fhe  laft  Extremity  by  their  own  Folly  and 
-incorrigible  Wantonn^ft,  will  then  have 
'Thoughts  that  they  never  had  before,  and 
w^ill  cry  t©  God  for  Mercy^  aiid  wi(k  teor- 
tboufaad  times  that  they  had  b^H  wifer 
when  Urne^  wad,  that  ^  they  .  had  i  hearkned 
to  Inftrudcoh  and  Reproof/ and  not  brought 
themfelres  into  thofe  Mi&rics,  which  now 
indeed  .tliey  ^are  fenfible  of,  bat  would  .ne>- 
vfer  take  Warning  againft  before.  Not  that 
all  will  ?relerit  in  tttis  manner,  but  it's 
Jikely  the  gtettcR  Nilmber  of  iluch'M^il 
will  .V  Some  will  be  more  obdurate  and 
fulleii  kind  of  Wretches  than  others  ^  but 
the  Senfe^i)f  whatis  prefent,  and  Grief  for 
what  is  :p?ft5  will:  fdt- very  heavy  upon  the 
MindsirfVthe  generality  pf  thefe  uhhappy 
Men  ^  Vf eciilly  u{)on  theirs  that, hive  ha4 
the  moft  Warning, .  the.  pkintfl:  Inftruflion, 
and  the  moft  eatoeft  Exhortations,  butffight-*- 
(xiiall,  ahd.Jn.CDntradiflicm  tathe  Advicd 
cf  Parents,  Governours  and-fxlends,  and  to 

Ddg  the 

J 


Digitized 


by  Google 


74fi|5  .    TheMifiry  ff'      VoLlI, 

the -Iriftrudions  of  their  Spirimal  Paftors, 
have  taken  ruinous  Courtis,  and  at  lift  have 
-found  all  true^  which  they,  would  never  let 
fink  into  their  Hearts  till  ndv^  when  it  is 
jmde  to  fink'ihierciata  whether  they  will 
or  not  :  The  Convidions  they  had  upon 
^their.' Minds  hcrefbforc*  will  tctufh  upon 
them^idi  irrefifiible  Violence,  and  they 
<urill  have  fo  much  the  more  Power  to  make 
ithcm  Mifenble,  by  how  much  lefe  they 
were  Reftrained  and  Reformed  by  them  bc- 
'fore  -5  as  Fire  that  is  awhile  fupprcft,  breaks 
out  afterward  vwth  double  Violence.  The 
true  End  of*  JCnawledge  is  to  make  Men 
Ifeppy,  hut  I  if 'it*:  fails  of  that,-^  it  makes 
J^ilen  the  more,  ^fetched  i  Arid  they .  arc 
fudi  Perfon?  arthefe,  that /are  often  fine- 
waru'dj  whdifo!  Jififery  under  a, too  late  Senfe 
jQf  their  own  Folly,  the  Wife  Man  fpeaks 
of  in  diis  PIkc  ^  ^that  is,  they  to  whom 
Wifdfxm  hath  cry.ed  witbtmt^  a«rf!  uttered 
h£r  Voice  in  the  Streets^  in  the  Aief  Place 
vf  CcaicGwfcj,  :.Mid  in  the  openings  of  the 
ijates  ;  hut  when  ihc  caffedy^y  refufed:^ 
when  fhe  finetched:  oi^t  her  Hana^  they  te^ 
varded  not^  hut  fet  atnsiugbt  atthttCowh 
fel^  and  woutd  now. of  her  Rsprodf.  Such 
iis  thefe  wiEhe  wretched  under  a  Senfe  of 
their  Inc6r,Eigibkiic6,  becaufc  it.  will  plains 
}y  appear  to  barfi^ir  own  Fault,  diat  they 
we-cpm^  to  Mffetn  ...... 
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And  thus  much  ooncciffling  the  Interpret- 
tation  of  thefe  Sayings,  They  jhall  call  uptn 
.  nte,  tiaey  ^nlf  /«*  tne  eMy  \  #hich  do-not 
imply,  that  all  who  are  i?€duc'd  to  Extr^iai- 
ty  of  Unhappittefs,  that  of  this  World,  or 
of  the  World  to  Come,  will  betake  them- 
felvcs  to  feek  God's  Favour  j  but  that  this 
frequently  happens,  andthit  even  they  that 
do  (o  are  unhappy  ia  thek  late  Repen* 
tance,  efpccially  thofe  that  have  had  the  moft 
Warnings  and  Convidions»  but  would  not 
be  Reclaimed. 

So  that  we  are  to  underftand  thefe  Pafia* 
ges,  as  if  they  wei<e  rtither  Suppofitione^, 
than  abfolute  Concluflons  •,  that  is  thus  % 
Although  they  caS  updn  me^  as  fome  of 
them  no  queftion  will,  and  a  great  many 
of  them  too,  yet  /  iaill  Mt  anfwet  them, 
though  tbey  ftik  me  early,  yet  tkey  (bdllnot 
fnd  me.  And  that  ii  the  Second  Prflpofiti- 
on  in  the  Tcit  tobe  explain'^.    The- 

$d  is.  That  God  will  not  Regard  the 
Prayers  and  Repentance  of  Men  udder  their 
laft  Extremities,  when  no  Inftrudiwi  or 
Cortedion  would  do  any  good  upon  them 
before  1  They  fliall  eaU  upSn  me,  but  I  tHH 
not  anfwer  ;  tbeyfiaUJMc  me  entlj^  hit  tbty 
flaB  not  find  Hie, 

Now  this  is  indeed  the  ifloft  Awakening 
Confidefation  of  all,  and  hath  the  gretteft 
Force  to  make   an  effeaual  Iflopreffion  of 
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the  two  foMcr  qppq  our  Minds.  For  if 
wicked  Men  could  promife  themfclves  the 
Help  and  Favour .  of  God  in  iheir  laft 
and  greateft  Diftreft,  provided  they  do  but 
implore  His  Mercy,  though  it  be  never  fo 
late,  this  would  give  them  fomc  Incourage- 
ment  to  vonttire  all  the  ill  Confeqqences  of 
their  Lufts  and  Pleaftires.  But  if  God  will 
not  Regard  th#m, ;  though  they  make  many 
Prayers  to  him,  but  they  muft  be  finally 
forfaken  by  him,  as  they  forfook  him  all 
along  before,  they  are  then  upon  all  Ac- 
counts obliged  to  Hearken  to  his  Voice  be- 
times, and  to  Turn  to  him  while  there  is 
Place  for  Repentance.  % 

But  this  laft  Point  doth  require  alfo  a 
pareful  Interpretation,  becaufe,  as  it  is  thus 
generally  laid  down,  it  may  be  milunder- 
ftood  ^  at)d  becaufe  the  true  Underftaod- 
ipg  thereof  will  not  make  it  lefs  fir  to  Pre- 
vail upon  any  that  confider  it. 

Now  the  right  Underftanding  of  this 
Point  requires  the  continuation  of  that  Dif- 
tindiojO  which  hath  been  hitherto  ufcd  un- 
4derthe  former  Heads  ;  that  is,  between  the 
Miferies  that  an  obftinate  Courfe  of  Sin 
produces  in  this  Life,  and  thofc  Punifli* 
ments  that  it  will  bring  in  the  Life  to 
Come  :    That  is,  we  are  to  confider, 

I.  How.ufelefs  the  Prayers  and  Repen- 
tance of  wicked  Men  will  be  as  to  the  Re- 
covery of  their  Happinefs  in  this  Life. 
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2.  How  improfitable  tlieir  Importunity 
in  feeking  the  Mercy  of  Qod  will  be,  as  to 
their  Efcape  mthe  Day  af  "judgment. 
,    Now  as  to  the  former^  I  do  not  fay  that 
their  Prayers  and  Repentance  under  tbq 
Ibctremity  of  worldly  Calamity,  which  they 
have   brought   upon  themfelves,   will   do 
them  no  Good  in  the  World  to  come,  but 
tliat  they  will  do  them  little  or  no  Good  as 
to  their  Happinefe  in  this  World,  that  is, 
when  they  are  once  brought  to  the  utmoft 
Extfemities ;  their  Prayers  and  Repentance 
may  be  utterly  unprofitable,  as  to  the  re- 
covering thofe  Opportunities  of  Happinefs 
in  this  World  which  they  have  loit,  but 
they  may  turn  to  good  Account  for  them^ 
as  to  their  future  and  immortal  State;  and 
it  is  very  happy  for  them  i^the  late  Scnfe  of 
their  own  Folly,  as  to  the  Management  of 
their   Worldly   Fortunes,    helps  to  make 
them  wi^e  unto  Salvation^  if  they  will  but 
then  begm  to  be  ferioufly  concern'd  for  their 
Everlafting  Welfare,  when  they  have  made 
Shipwrack  of  all  the  Comforts  of  this  Lifc. 
:    Now  the  late  Repentance  and  Prayers 
of  Men  are  very  frequently  unprofitable  to 
them  in  this  Lif e^znd  that  in  tZQ>o  Refpefts. : 
I.  As  to  the  Recovery  of  thofe  Advanta- 
ges whkh  thejr  have  loft  by  their  obftinate, 
ar)ij,tilf  now,  incurable  Folly.    The  three 
greatcft  Comforts  of  this  World  ^re,  Health, 
jmd  Plenty^'  and  a  good  Name  arapngft 
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Men,  and  all  the  teft  do  ferfie  ^ay  cir  other 
depend  upon  thefe;  but  whfen  thefe  are  Ibft^ 
by  the  Continuance  of  a  luxurious  and  vi» 
eious  Courfe  of  IJfe,  it  is  almbft  impoflible 
to  recover  them;  there  is  no.G{)portumty 
and  Means  left  to  begin  uponf  a  new  Stiadc, 
when  they  ai'e  once  tbolM  away,  by  a  lohg 
,  Abufe  of  Prdfpericy  ;  the  Age,  and  Strength, 
and  Life  of  Man,  will  not  bear  a  fecond 
Opportunity  of  doing  wdl  fbr  himfelf  upcm 
thefe  Accounts,  after  a  long  irreclaimable 
Gburfe  of  Vice   and    Folly.    When    the 
Whoremonger  is  grown  into  Years,  and 
feels  the  Sins  of  his  Youth  in  his  Bones,  and 
his  Flejb  and  ^ody  are  confumet/^  he  may 
well  mourn  at  laft,  and  fay,  How  have  I 
bate  J  InfiiniBiony  and  my  Heart  deffiftd  Re- 
proof? But  can  his  Repentance  bring  back 
his  Youth  to  him,  or  repair  his  crazy  Car- 
cals,  or  make  his  Pains  give  over,  and  vex 
him  no  more?  In  likfe  manner  when  a  good 
Eftate  is  laviftied  away,  and  Poverty  comes 
Kke  an  armed  Man^  the  Opportunity  and 
Ability  of  coming  into  Plenty  again  is  fbr 
the  raoft  part  quite  gone ;  it  is  then  indeed 
neceftarv  to  give  over  Gaming,  Riot  and 
Debaucnery,  and  it  is  unavoidable  to  look 
back  with  fome  Sadnefs  upon  thofe  Con- 
veniences of  Life  that  have  been  fo  want 
ifonly  thrown  away ;  but  this  is  a  Mifchief 
that  fhould  have'  been  prevented,  but  alas  I 
it  is  incapaljletif  being  feraov'd,  and  at  Man 
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.inufl:  try  afterwards  to  make  as  good  a  Sblft 
as  may  be,  he  muft  not  hope  to  grow  rich 
again,  but  to  be  as  content  with  Poverty  ks 
ihe  can.  And  this  is  true  alfii  with  refpe3: 
to  Repatatibn  aitiongft  Men,  which  being 
once  loft,  every  Body  knows  how  exceef 
ii^ly  hard  it  is  to  be  r^ain'd.  Sometimes 
one  Kriavifh  Tridc,  or  ene  foohfh  Adion 
of  any  Kind,  blafts  a  Mari's^good  Name  for 
evCT  in  this. World,  and  all  his  after  Wif- 
dotn  and  Repentance  is  nerer  able  to  make 
it  floorifluagain  as  it  did  before;  and  k 
niuft  ftill  be  much  harder  to  recover  it^  'if 
it  hlth  been. his  way  Ibr  many  Years  to 

.  bring  Infamy  and  Difgrace^  upon  himitflfl 
And  fo  thfeLofe  of  the  former  Advantages 
is  the  more  irreparable,  if  it  hath  come  by 
flow  degrees,  and  thro'  an  Abufe  of  conti- 
imed  Profperity,  if  Dileafes  and  Sicknefsare 
Aealing  upon  the  Habit  c^  a  Man's  Bodv 
many  Years,  and  he  perceives  it  nor  till  the 
thing  is  manifeft  and  undeniable,  if  Poverty 
comes  iaf  t^nc  that  travelleth^^  before: it 
comes  as  M.  armed  Man^  by  how  ihuch  trhib 
more  healthy  and  ilrong  hi$  Conftitutioa 
was,  and  the  more  plentifui  his  Eftate  was, 
luid  the  harder  it  was  to  be  fpent,  lb  muck 
diQ  more  Tiflie  alfo  is  confumed  in  Loxoryv 
Poverty  and  Pains  come  the  later  before 
tliey  are  thdroughly  fek,  but  for  that  re^ 
fiwithey  are  incotoparibly  harder  to  be  r6>- 
i^tdkdf  becaufe  L^  is  not  long  enough  tq 
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jltear  Ju    Thus,  the  Profj^erity-nf^  Fads  Jball 
ideftfQy  them,  v,  j"2.  that  m,  -by  .how  much 
rgrcater  thdr.  Pnofperity  is*-'fa  much  more 
ceri:ain  and  in^ykable  their,  final  Ruio  will 
lie.  .  If  tbcy  jbad  not  had  fudiia-  Stock  of 
Health  and  'fo  yaft  an  Eilate  m  prefiime  up- 
on, then  they  had  not  lafh?i3  fiut  fo  prQdi> 
gaily,  or  they  bed  fooncr  ftltrthe  ill  Confe- 
quences  of  th«r  Luxury,. and  Timd  enough 
had  been  lett.  to  cecover  thenifelves  after  the 
rJSrft  Experiences  <rf"  tlidr  o«ot  i?611y.    And 
.Ihis  is  true,  nOtlOhiy  with  refpe£t  to  thofe 
A^iferies,  which  arc  the  natmfal  Punifti- 
ments  of  fomet  Siiis,  but  as  ta  thole  Judg- 
ments of  God  ^  too,  that  he 'inflids  upon 
, wicked  Men  hy  a  more  Jmrnediate  Provi- 
\deQeev    He  fesds  Adveriity  to  admonifh 
them,  he  tries  whether  they  will  hearken 
tOithe  Vme  9f  bis  Ra^,    But  if  tl^ey  are  not 
jiedaim'd  by  tliis  Oiicipline,  it  yery  often 
fa^ptas,  that  aftec  much  Forbearance  they 
«are  ov.erta^eB  by  fuch  Dtftneffes,  towads 
the  find  of  their  Days,  from  which  they 
iee  no  Hopes  6f  Deliverance ;  -their. Prayers 
and  Rdpedftaoce  come  too  iac^ico  do  them 
;iny  Good  iuthis.refpefl:.    ThotiOod  fome- 
cimes  prqcee^  With  fingle  Pirfods,  thi^.it 
lie  mor6  rsrtar&ably  triie  of  bis;  if  uftice  upon 
incoprigible'  bl&tioas,  theris  be^  a  Time^ 
when^  afterin^ady.  Warriihgs^  h6:doth  deal 
witbithani.ks;lie4fd  with  hn  own  Beo]^ 
Jf r^fttk:l.i;- 1  i^'Ziw///  briff^  Ewit  j^o(t  thtm\ 
.  .'  vchich 
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kfft  mtQ^  %w^v.  1 
tl]ie  fflor^ireaiarl 
th4?iety  of  3^^7X4 
the  People  undei 
v)erfq  .tl>e  Eifgcrc 
W.ickcdnefepf  ^;1 
repeated!  uncjier  1 
tlj^  Repencafice 
hie  to  anyrO^er 
vipg  of  the  Cit; 
it  wfas  faid  of  3 
that  thi^re  was 
tutn^d  to  iy.l^c 
with  all  bis  '^^t 
a^ordmg  to  allp 
ofUr  him  arcfe 
with/landing  tbi 
tmcenefs  of  hi& 
his  Anger  was  ki 
0/  all  the  JPrgvt 

provoked  him  witMl.  ,  .  • 

J  2. .The  late  Prayers  zt\^  j^pcptance  of 
Men  under  thole  unavoid^bTe  Calamities 
to  which  they  are  come,  are  linprofita^ble  iii 
another  ReipeOt  too,  that  iV  they  will  not; 
be  able  to  piocure  them  that  Comfort  frbm" 
the  Principles  of  Religion,  wblph  relieve^ 
good  Men  under  all  the.  Adverfities  that 
^fal  them ;  they  have  ufed  Religion  too  ^]^ 
to  exped  any  great  Comfort  from  it  now  ^ 
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t^y  have  tt»  !oiig  forgotten  tlieir.  Mafetf^ ' 
and  abufed  ^h l^png-fo^ringand "Patiencte ^ 
too  thttch,  to  believe  that  he  chaftens  them  '• 
9^-^hns^  and  not  rather  that  he  punifhes'- 
tftfeii!  as  Rebeli";  they  have  fo  torig  flighted 
his  Word,' inddffrcgai*ded  his  ProvidcRC*^ » 
that*'  the/  have  ^ow '  vt^-y -  Kfctk  'realbn  to •' 
jfeee  atity  Confidrticeiin  his  WiftWm   PbW-/' 
ct and Goodfiefsi  thAtaUi-hin^sJhaUwei^k 
t^ether  fpf  tfieir  G«><></.    When  on<!«  they 
are  made  l^nfiBb  of  thd|r''SifiS-  under  tk^- 
Afflifiions  theye.hdure,  tic»  Mq|deftion  of  it' 
bat  they  would  fee  glad  at  their -Hearts  to- 
be  capable  of  thbfe  Comforts  which  good' 
Menfeel  b  A^verfiry,  of  thit  Faith  in» 
Gbd^  knd  Toftimony  of  a  -good  Confcience, 
which  fightensthe  Burden,  which  fweetens' 
the 'Cup  of  Affliftion;  but  their  Prayers 
aiid  Repentahce  are  too  late  to  put  them 
into  this  Cbjadjtion;  the  Sins  of  cheif  Youth,- 
and  of  their  i^psr  Age,  'their  Incorrigible- 
neis  tmder  all'  the  InHftruftions  and  Advan- 
tages they  havQ  had,  will  not  allow  this. 
ESc- Jtnd  Refreftiment4  Anil  wiiat  is  w^ft 
of -all,  they  can  takfe  bat  4»ttfe  ihore  Cora- 
fcrt  in  looking  forward  tb&n  rfiey  have  bf 
Iboknig  backward*    Tho?  their  Prayers  and 
Repentance  rftay  fignify  rtuch-  more  in  or- 
der to  their  Welfare  in  the  World  to  come, 
than  the  recovering  of  Happinefe  in  this,  of 
tti  the  giviflg  of  them  prefent  Eafe,  yet  they 
cannot  btir  greatly  diftruft  their  Repen-» 
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tance,  and  doubt  wliethei*  k  will'  be  avail- 
able for  their  Salvation.  Tor  what  is  the 
Hope  of  the  Hypocrite)  tho^  he  hath  gatnedy^ 
when  God  taketh  away  hif  Saul?  Will  G^d 
bear  bis  Cry  when  Trouble  cometh  upon  him  ? 
Job  27.  8,  9.  What  Affuraace  can  they 
now  have  that  their  Repentance  is  fincerc, 
and  fuch  as  God  will  accept??  Or  rather, 
what  reafori  have  they  to  fufpeft  that  it  h 
tncrely  extorted  by  the  Dread  of  approach- 
kig  Punifhments,  thjat  they  chufe  Heaven 
now,  if  they  might  he  admitted  into  it,  bv 
no  other  reafon  but  to  avoid  the  Damn*ti-s 
on  of  Hell  ?  How  can  they  be  well  fetis-: 
tied  tliat  their  Prayers  and  Repentance  pro^ 
ceed  from  a  true  Sorrow  for  their  Sins,  up- 
on a  Senfe  of  their  Ingratitude  to  their  GoA 
and  Saviour,  and  the  Bafen^s  and  Filthi- 
ncfs  of  Sin  and  Difobediemce,  upon  any; 
Love  to  Religion  and  Virtuej,  or  any  otbep 
ingenuous  Motive,  ujpon  any  Principle  that 
fuppofes  and  infei^  a  Change  of  their  Wills 
and  Affcfkionsi,  of  their  Hearts  and  Souls  ? 
Theljb  Confiderafions ,  with  many  mprc^ 
tending  to  the  fame  Purpofe^  cannot  but;, 
make  the  late  prayers  a n^l  Repentance  of 
wjcked  Mea  in'  their  Extremities  very  un-*^ 
profitable,  and  unable  to  p  "    n  the^ 

Comfott  of.  ijeafonable  Hoj  i  wiU^ 

pardon  their  Sias,  and  fave  4.II 

that  can  be  faid  to  them  it  the 

beft  Courie  they  can  now  pray 
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as  heartily^  and  Rji^eot  asj.earqeflly  as  they 
can,  to  demonftrate  their  Sincerity  by  ali 
W^ys  that  they  are  able  ^  and  they  do  not 
know,  but  tlmt  th^ir  Repentajice  may  be  an 
effeftual  Change  of  their  Hearts  and  Souls^ 
and  fuch  as  Godurill  accept  for  their  efca* 
ping  of  Condemtiation  :  But  all  the  while 
die  chearful  Hope  of  a  bleflfed  Imortality, 
which  good  Men  are  fupported  by  at  the 
Hour  of  Death;  doth  not  belong  to  them, 
their  Prayers  cannot  bring  them  this  Hap* 
pinefs  ;  they  may  fay,  WT)o  can  tell^  but  Gcd 
maji  turn  from  hii  Anger ^  that  we  perijb  not  ? 
Not  one  of  them  can  fay,  /  have  fought  a 
gdO'd  Pight^  Ihavefinijked  my  Courfe  •,  hence^ 
fotfh  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  Crown  of 
iiigbteoufnefs. 

-Thus  much  concerning  the  Unprofitable- 
ncfs  of  a  late  Repentance  in  this  World, 
under  that  Extremity  of  Afflidion,  which 
a  Man*s  Vice  and  Wickednefs  hath  redu- 
ced  him  to.  •  But  to  b$  fare  in  the 

'Seco7id?htt;l!ht  Repentance  of  Ae  next 
World  is  utterly  unprofitable.  Then  may 
the  Wicked  call  upon  God,  biit  he  w:ill 
not  anfwer  -,  they  may  feek  him  never  fo 
carneftly,  but  he  will  not  be  found  of  them. 
I  fay,  certainly  the  Repentance  of  the  Wick- 
ed after  this  Life  will  prove  unprofitable, 
and  by  bein^  fo,  doth  it  felf  become  a  Pu- 
ijiiftiment.    We  do  not  from  hence  remove 
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to  a  new  State  of  Tryal  j  that  State  ends 
with  this  Life,  the  Next  is  for  Reward  or 
Puhifhment.    G)mmon  Reafon  fliewed  this, 
.tho*  fomething  darkly  to  the  Heatlions  ; 
but  We  have  fo  clear  a  Revelation  of  this 
Matter  by  the  Gofpel,  that  we  can  adjoiit 
no  reafonable  Doubt  of  it  ^  all  the  Promi- 
fes   and  Threatnings  concerning  the  Next 
Life,  being  made  as  our  Behaviour  is  in 
This  ;  but  there  is  not  the  lead  Shadow  or 
Glympre  of  Comfort  to  thofe  that  lofe  this 
Opportunity,  nor  the  leaft  Ground  of  think- 
ing to  efcape  by  a  Repentance   after  the 
Grave,   or  by  feeking    God's  Mercy  juft 
when  we  are  led  to  the  Bar  of  his  Juft- 
ice  :    Then,  I  fay,  it  will  be  moft  certain- 
ly true  of  all  that  call  upon  God  in  the  an- 
guifli  of  their  Minds  \  Tho*  they  cmH  upon, 
nte^  yet  /  will  not  anfiper  them  ^    though 
they  feck  me  diligently,  yet  they  (hall  not  be 
able  to  find  mp. 

Thus  have  I  fhown  with  what  Diftinfti- 
ons  and  Limitations  this  and  the  like  Places 
are  to  be  underftood. 

And  the  Sum  is  this  ,  That  the  Repen- 
tance of  foolilh  and  wicked  Perfons  under 
their  Extremities,  their  extream  Calamities 
in  this  World,  is  ordinarily  very  unprofi- 
table for  them  in  this  World,  either  as  to 
their  deliverance  from  Pain  or  Poverty,  or 
whatever  Mifery  is  befallen  theai  5  or  as  to 
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the  Comfort  vdiich  a  Man  la  his  Dii^reCs 
would  be  glad  to  find  from  Ood  and  Religion  : 
But  ^  for  them  that  Repeat  not  till  their 
Tiffn  cQmt%  in  the  Other  World,  it  «rili  rum. 
to  no  account  for  them  ^  they  muft  hear  the 
inrcvorfible  Sentence,  and  fuffex  the  unavoid^ 
ble  Effeft  of  it  for  ever. 

And  all  this  implies  no  wtnt  of  Goodnefs 
in  God  ;  for  Goodnefs  is  fuch  a  Difpofition 
to  communicate  Happioefe,  as  is  guided  by 
Wifdom  aai  Juftioe,  and  is  not  a  fond  Pi-» 
ty,  or  weak  Compliance.  It  is  as  neceffa-? 
ry  for  the  common  Good  of  the  Rational 
World,  that  there  fltould  be  Punifhments 
tJire^tned,  as  that  there  (hould  be  Rewards 
pomisM  ;  bat  if  there  were  no  Time  fet 
oeyond'  which  Patience  fliauld  no  longer  be 
fisown,  when  the  Puniftiment  lhot4d  certain- 
k  be  inflided,  the  Tbreatnings  of  it  would 
%nify  little  or  nothing,  and  what  force 
would  it  be  of  to  reftfain  the  Wills  of  Men? 
There  muft  be  fuppofed  a  Time,  wh«i  the 
|uftice  of  God  will  be  inflexible,  and  his 
Anger  inexorable  j  for  without  this  theie 
could  be  no  fteady  Government. 

More  particularly ,  As  to  the  Miferies  that 
wicked  Men  bring  upon  themfelves  in  thia 
World  tow^ds  the  eiwl  of  their  Lives,  have 
they  any  reafon  to  complain  againft  the 
Goodnefs  of  God,  if  he  doth  not  rcftore 
them  to  Plenty,  and  Health  again,  wheu 
they  now  ^ekhim  by  Repentance  and  Pray- 
er ? 


Eigiti 


'zed  by  Google 


Ser  XV.    L4te  Refers anct,  &c.  ^  i  p 

er  ?  Doth  he  not  (ometimes  fufFer  the 
Righteous  themfelves,  tho*  for  other  Ends 
indeed,  to  fall  into  Adverfities,  and  to  con- 
tinue under  them  to  the  ^id  of  their  Days> 
Atid  if  even  this  be  confiftent  with  his 
<3loodnefs,  fhall  his  Goodnefs  oblige  him  to 
work  Miracles  for  the  impious  Man,  to  re- 
pair his  half-dead  Xarcrfs,  to  fet  him  up 
4Hrith  a  new  Stock  of  Wealth,  and  to  -rel- 
cue  him  from  the  direft  Confequences,  and 
immediate  Effeds  of  his  Vice  and  folly  ? 
And  there  is  as  little  reafon  v«rhy  God 
ifliould  ht  mov'd  with  the  Miseries  add  Com* 

flaints  of  the  Damn'd  in  the  next  World, 
or  if  it  be  a  fafficient  JReafon  why  God 
-fliould  be  oblig'd  in  his  Goodnefs  to  deliver 
Meafromthe  Miferies  they  are  under,  be- 
caufe  they  feel  them,  and  defire  to  be  de- 
livered from  them,  becaufe  they  curfe  them- 
.  ielves  for  their  own  Folly,  and  we^  and 
gna^the  Teeth^  then  muft  God's  Threatnings 
never  ^be  fulfilled  j  then  it  was  in  vain  to 
»iake  them  ^  then  they  muft  never  be  in- 
flided  ^  then  there  can  be  no  fuch  Thing 
as  the  Rigbteoufnefs  of  Puniftiment  :  For 
when  Men  are  overtaken  with  the  final  Re- 
^compencc  of  their  Wickcdnefs,  it  is  moft 
certain  they  will  feel  and  complain^  they 
will  be  filled  with  Angui(h  and  Vexation, 
with  Impatience  and  Mifery  j  but  this  doth 
not  make  ^m  fit  Objefts  of  the  Mercy  of 
«God  ^and  tbe«atfon  is  plain,  becaufe  this  A)th 
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mot  imply  any\  the  Jeaft  Change  of  thdr 
Natures  and  Wills  ,  it  doth  not  m'Si^t  them 
Good.  Men  y  it  caqnot  include  that  Repen- 
tance, which  18  neceffaty  to  put  a  Man  in- 
to a  compaffionate  Cafe  ;  there  is  no  godly 
Sorrow  for  Sin  exprie(s*d  in  this,  but  only 
JRage  and  Vexation  under  the  Punifliraent  of 
it  •,  there  is  nothing  at  all  of  an  ingenuous 
'Nature  implied  in  the  fenfe  pf  their  Mife- 
rjes^  becauie  it  i$  impoflible  for  them  now 
jfiot  to  be  convinced  of  the  Truth  of  thofe 
Things,  which  before  they  either  believed 
.ijQt,  or  never  confidet'd  to  any  purpofe  : 
It  is  then  irapoffible  for  the  Wicked  to  Jive 
the  l^ife  oi  Faith,  or  to  be  reftored  to  ano- 
-ther  Opportunity  of  bringing  themfelves  to 
^  teachable  Temper  of  Mind,  That  Difpofir 
.  tion,  \;trhich  God  fo  highly  Values,  That 
■  which  is  the  true  Commendation  of  Faith, 
.  I  fay,    which  is  an  hearty  Aflcnt  to  the 
t^Truth  of  Gfod'is  Being,  and  of  his  Attributes, 
and  of  his  Promifes  and  Threatnings  upon 
,  that  rational  Evidence  he  hath  given  us  of 
.all  thefe  Things  :    It  is  our  hearty  Affent 
to  them,  though  we  have  not  the  Evidence 
of  Senfe,  and  our  living  a  good  Life  there- 
upon,  that  entitles  us  to  the  Favour  and 
,  Love  of  God  j  but  this  they  are  incapable 
of,   who  are  never   thoroughly  Perfuaded, 
,  nor  brought  to  Confideration,  till  they  feel 
.  the  Effeds  of  their  wilful  FpUy.    The  Juji 
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Jball  live  ^  Faith^  but  the  Oppbmjnity  of 
that  is  quite  lott  to  the  Wicked  after  this 
Life,  and  they  can  never  be  in  a  Cobdition 
therefore  to  move  the  Mepy  of  God,  they 
can  do  nothing  then  that  c^tn.prctend  to  be 
Rewardable,  and  therefore  it  is  no  way  in^ 
confiftent  with   the  Goodnefs  of  God,  to 
have  no  re^fd  to  their  Complaints   under 
their  Miferies  :    But  then  it  is  not  confift- 
ent with  the  leaft  Wifdom  in  our  felvesi 
to  fuffer  things  to  run  on,  till  they  come  ta 
that  pafs,  that  we  have  either  made  Ship* 
wreck  of  our  Fortunes  here,  or  of  our  Soul* 
forever.    It  is  a  great. Mifery  for  a  Man. to 
have  plaid  the  Fool  fo  long,  till  it  be.toa 
late  to  be  Wife,  to  be  without  Under%nd« 
ing,  till  there  is  no  place  for  Hope,  and  ta 
be  tormented  with  the  Vehemence  of  un-* 
profitable  Wifhes,  and  fruitlefs  Complaints  Y 
What  a  Pidure  of  Folly  and  Unhappinefr  tOr 
gether  is  that  Man,  who  has  neglefted  'all 
his  Opportunities  of  being  Wife  for  him* 
felf,  when  he  is  made  fenfible  of  it,  buttouR 
late  for  any  Good  that  it  will  do  him  f 
When  he  may  havecaufe  to  wiffi  a  thousand 
times,  that  he  had  never  rafted  Wine,  nor 
known  Eafe,  nor  felt  Pleafure  -,  whereas  lefs^ 
Severity  than  this  would  have  fecured  him, 
when  Time  was,  if  he  had  but  temperately 
us'd  thefe  Things,  and  in  fuch  ufe  of  them 
had  received,  and  been  content  with  that 
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mot6  true  Drfight,  than  evef  grew  from 
Rfot,  and  the  fulfoflie  ?leafutts  of  Luft  aud 
Drunkennds';  Ot-  he.  will  be  dH*p6$'d  tb  wSfc 
thst  hp  had  worn  Sackcbth"  next  to  hisf 
Skih;'  and  out-dbftd  the  AiitteriiScs  of  an 
Hermiti  and'ydf,  when  Time  was^,  he  m^ht 
hivi^  Oi'dct'ett  thd  li^tter  f*  wifely,  as  to 
fti'v^'been  happy  ar  laft  with*  ^t&  fint  Lt^ 
neii^  iriihrmgfint^uot^jf  every  Dity;  Or  to 
wiih  thit  he  haW  wofil  out  his  Knees  with 
coniilnual  Devotioft;  and  ytt  li(M  much 
fefs:  t^han  ifhis  WOuW  hbve  dCid  iif  the  fit 
arid  pfoper  Seafo*  of  Keptntanee,  liad  he 
^at^ed  fo  hb  Gbd  in  good  darrieflr  twice 
or  tWidt  6Vevf  Day?  T&is  would  have 
pbocttli^  Ood'^  Ordce,  to  ftrengthen  and 
fectire  him  againft  Temptation,  tfiis  woodd 
have  prOcurM  God's  Pardon,  whfah  now 
Jie  beg$  in  vain';  Or  that  hehiad  given  all 
his  Goods  to  Afe  Poor;  and  yet  a  great 
deal  le^  had  beeh  accepted  hi  Difchai^  of 
bis  Duty,  if  hH  Heart  had  ferved  him  to  let 
got  bm  a  fmall  Part  of  a  greatReVe«iue :  Thos 
Xirhen  Time  was  wOuld  have  done,  this 
^oidd  Imve  treaftired  up  for  him  the  Re*' 
wards  of,  Piety  and  Charity :  But  what  a 
Fool  owft  he  be  iri  his  own  Eyes,  and  how 
wretched  in  bis  own  Conceicy  who  in  thd 
tHy  of  God^s  Grace  refufed  to  do  fo  much 
le&  for  his  own  Happineis,  than  he  now 
thinks  reafonable,  and  believes  he  fboold 
do,  if  he  were  to  be  tried  again  ? 
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Let  me  tell  you,  Beloviedj  it  is  the  De- 
ftgn  of  Wifiiofn  in  this  place,  and  in  thi$ 
Book  of  the  Trovtrhs,  k  k  tlie  Defign  of 
Sermons  and  Preaching,  and  of  the  publicjc 
Inftruftions  delivered  liere,  where,  to  u(9 
Solomon^s  Words,  Wifdom  cries^  andUnder^ 
ftanding  puts  forth  her  Voice^  /landing  in  the 
Top  of  high  Places^  it  is  the  Defign  of  Wif- 
idom,  I  fay,  to  reprefent  thefe  Things  to  our 
Confideration,  that  we  may  do  wifely  for 
our  felves  in  time,  and  prevent  the  Shame 
stnd  Mifery  of  a  very  troublefome  and  uii#' 
eafy,  but  a  very  unprofitable  Repentance. 
For  behold  now  is  the  accepted  Time^  behold^ 
now  is  the  ^ay  of  Salvation.    Let  us  then 
feek  the  Lord  while  he  may  be  fqimd^  and 
let  us  call  upqn  hifn  while  he  is  near.    Let 
us  hearfcpft  to  the  Admonitions  of  Wifdom, 
and  be  well  affur'd  that  we  can  never  chufe 
happily  for  our  fclyes,  by  any  Ways  of  our 
own  devifing,  while  we  iet  at  nought  her 
Counfel,  and  will  have  iipne  of  her  Jtcr 
prooC    Trujl  then  in  the  Lord  with  alt  thine 
Hearty  and  lean  not  unto  thine  own  Under^ 
fiavding:^  Tak?  his  Security  for  thy  well? 
rfdrig,  whifft  thoti  walkeft  fcl  Ififc  Wayp  disft 
he  chufeth  for  thee.    Be  not  wife  in  thinp 
own  Eyes\  fear  the  Lord^  and  depart  from 
Evil ;  and  that  Jhall  be  Health  to  thy  Na^  , 
velj  and  Marrow  to  thy  Bones.    K/ep  found 
Wifdom  and  Difcretion^  fofhatli  they  be  Life 
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latto  tJy  Souli  and  Grace  to  thy  Neck ;  then 
jbah  thou  walk  in  thy  Way  f^fely,  and  thy 
Fbotfiall  not  fitmhle.  And  at  the  Ead  of 
tHy  Days  Wifdom  Ihall  make  thee  to  inhe- 
rit Glory,  hnt  Shame  fiaU  he  the  Promotion 
cf  fools. 


SER- 


uawi^siiamiuiimasmsssatm 


Digitized 


by  Google 


C  4*J  ] 


SERMON  XVI. 

The  natural  Tendency  of  well- 
doing to  feeure  us  againft 
Harms  from  Men,  * 


I  PE  T.  m.  2dii.  ' 

•/^Tjd  who  is  he  that  zvill  harm  you, 
if  ye  be  FoUovaers  of  that  zvhieh  is 
good? 

TH I S  is  one  of  two  Areaments,  where- 
by St.  Teter  perfuacfes  Chriftians  to 
the  Univerfai  Praftice  of  Virtue  and  Good- 
nels  in  this  Chapter. 

The  former  is  in  the  Verfe  before  the 
Text:  The  Eyes  of  the  Lord  are  over  the 
Righteous,  and  his  Ears  are  of  en  unto  their 
Prayers:  hut  the  Face  of  the  Lord  is  againfi 
fhem  that  do  Evil*    Eor^  (ays  he  from  this 
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Pfalmift,  V*  lo.  he  that  xmll  love  Life,  and 
fee  good- Da^*f- let  him  veficarnhk  Totigue 
from  Evil,  md  hit  Lifs  thatJhe^  fp^ak  no_ 
Guile.    Let  him  efchevo  Evily  and  do  Good; 
Jet  himfeek  Peace,  and  enfue  it.    And  then, 
v.li.'i-  llf>  ^ivei  jftis-feiioii  jfor  k  from  tho 
Flilfflift,'4'tfy  tfie-E^es  of  ibi  Lo^d'ari  Jovir 
the  Righteous,  and  his  Ears  are  open  unto 
tyhr  Pray^m  th»A  is,  tlie;  Providence  of 
(Jod .  is  efpecially  concerned  in  behalf  of 
tl»dfe  tbit  efcbfw  Evil,  dnddi  Gwd,  to  de- 
liver them  from  the  Troubles  of  this  Life, 
and  their  Prayers  for  Deliverafice  afe  jJea- 
fing  to  him:  Whereas  he  doth  not  only 
n^Iefl  the  Wicliied,  in  Comparlfbn  to  tlje 
Care  he  hajth-of  i^  Righteous,  but  very 
often  in  his  juft  Tridigriation  tie  fends  Af- 
flidiDnfs  an^  C«Un:ihit$  v^poa  them.    So 
thai  Sfc  Peter^s  ftrft  Argumeat  is  from  the 
jft-ovideftce  of  God,  wnich  k  afways  con- 
verfant  about  the  Affairs  of  Men  m  this 
World. 

Tbt>fec<^..'^ from  the  natwa)  Tend^ney 
of  wdl'doilig  M  fecure  us  ftom  receivlig 
Harm  by  Men  i  find' this  is  exprefled  in  the 
Words  of  the  Text :  Jad  who  is  he  that  wilt 
harmyotty  ifyehefoUowers  of  that  which  is 
gaodf  No  good  Man  to  be  fure,  no  nor  evil 
Men  neither,  for  if  he  hdd  not  meant  tneno^ 
if  had  been  but  a  flat  dueftion,  by*  no  means 
worthy  of  .the,  ApOftTe:  for  every  Man 
knows  that  PerMs  truly  good  arc  0  fir 
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from  doing  Injuries  one  to  another^  that 
they  will  not  wrong  therr  Enemies.  But  Jf 
the  g(3od  Praftice  of  tlie  Righteous  hath 
fuch  a  powerful  Influence^  as  to  fave  tfien*  * 
from  being  nnk>leftgd,and  injured' by  vicious 
Men,  thfs  Inftru^ion  hatU  fome  Life  and 
Spirit  in  it,  and  prbmifes  a  Truth,  whiclj 
defer  ves  and  reqiiires  fomeComfideratiort'; 
artd  therefore  it  is  this  >)t^hic1i  t  intend'  ^o 
condder.  ... 

There  are  but  two  Reaforis  iJpdrt  which 
1  can  apprehend  any  Danger  of  Hirrtl  froni 
\^en.  ._ 

That  they  have  a  mind  to\  ftdrt  .me." 
And^ 

That  they  have  not  only  Wl,  but  alio 
Power  to  do  it. 

And  there  muft  be  both  thefe  to  ex{)0(e 
mej  for  if  they  want  either  Witt  of  Po^tt 
to  do  me  Harm,  I  am  fecure. 

And  the  following  that  which  Is^ood 
win  fecure  me  one  of  both  of  tliefe  ways, 
either  by  taking  away  from  them  the  Will 
to  hurt  me,  6v  the  Ptruoer^  or  both  the  one 
and  the  other. 

Now  I  fhall  try  what  may  be  (aiid  fO  il- 
luftrate  the  Truth  in  the  Text  upOn  both 
thefe  Heads,  for  the  Words  will  bear  both 
Confideralions ;  for  altho'  in  Our  EngliQ^ 
Tranfktion  they  feem  to  fiin,  as  if  oftly  the 
Will  to  do  Harni  were  meant,  yet  the  Ori- 
ginal implies  more,  Tfe  i  Muti^eff  i^u  w*^ 
^:  Ihall 
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fhall  ham  you,  or  who  js  like  to  harm  jou^ 
if  ye  he  Followers  of  that  which  is  good? 

Therefore  I  fhall  confider  in  the  firfi 
place  how  far  the  doing  of  that  which  is 
good  takes',  away,  from  others  the  Will  to 
ipurt  us,  arid  then  how  it  difarms  them  of 
power,  when  it  doth  no;   reftrain  their. 

Wills-  :   '  \ : 

'  .  I  fhall  djfcourfe  of  the  former,  byfhew- 
ing  that  there  is  a  natural  Force  in  wefl- 
doing  to  gain  the  good  AfFeftions  of  all, 
even  of  bad  Men  •,  for  if  this  be  true,  thea 
according  to  the  natural  and  ordinary . 
Courfe  of  Things,  the  Righteous  will  for  the 
moft  part  be  fecured  by  their  Integrity  this 
way,,  whi^  is  enough  bothtp  juftify  the 
Truth  of  what  is  here  affirmed,  and  to  en- 
courage. Men  qpon  the  Motive  of  that  Se- 
curity tp  'follow  that  which  is  good. 

Now  thofe'gogd  Difpofitions  of  Mind  to- 
wards VIS  front  *^6ther  Men,  which  the  fun- 
dry  Kinds  of  well-doing  are  proper  to  be- 
get, are  th?fe  three. 

I.  The  not  meaning  or  intending  u?  any 
Harm  thro'  Anger  agairift  us. 

II.  Love  or  Good- will  to  us.    hndj 
ni.  Opinion,  Reverence,  or  high  fifteen^ 

of  us.  .     / 

Accordiiigly  I  fhall  difdpurlb  as  dlftinftly 
and  feparately  as  I  can  df Three  fmts  ofVir-.^ 
tues^  which  being  all  confidere^d  together, 
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may  feem  fome  Security  frofti  fadnig  baVn^'d 
by  others. 

By  the/j^J?  of  iirhicH  alT  Oceafion  of  An* 
ger,  Difpleafure,  and  lU-will,  i^  pir^vented. 
•    By  the  fecottd  Love  and  <}0(xJ-wflI  from 
others  is  attrafted. 

By  the  third  Reverence  and  h^h  Efteem 
from  them  is  gained. 

'I.  The Jir/t  fort  of  Virtues^vohich  take  away 
4he  Occajions  of  Ill-will^  and  whereby  the 
Anger  and  Dif^leafnre  of  dlfiers  at  us  is 
"well  provided  againft,  are  tbefe:- 

1.  Ahflaini^ froth  J^ury  our felves. 

2.  Pajft?^  hy  If^ht  Injuries  from  others. 
^.'Plain'DeaUn^. 

4.  Minding  our  own  'Bt^nefs, 
5;  RefpeHful 'Behaviour.    Arid, 
6.  J  quiet- iSuh'mtJfion  to  Authority, 
Thefe  are  the  Virtues  of  the  firB  Kjnd^ 
which  fecure  us  from  Harnti,'  as -far  as  they 
prevent  all  Occaiion  of  Difpleafure  and  lU- 
wiU.    And, 

I.  ThefirB  of  the  Inftances  of  this'fort 
of  Wifdom  is,  Ahfiaining  our  felves  from  do- 
im  the  leafi  Injury  to  others,  Fpr  this  cuts 
off  a  very  great  Part  of  thole  pretences  up- 
on which  Men  life  to  juftify  their  Animofi- 
ties  and  Spite,  that  is,  that  tliey  were  ill 
us'd  firft,  or  dfe  they  had  ufed  others  bet- 
ter. An  ill  Turn  is  as  often  done  in  Re- 
venge, as  upon  ill  other  Reafons  of  Anger 
put  together;  and  therefore  to  adminifter 
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a  great  \^ay  td  fave  a  Man  harmleis.  Apt 
i|:  -is  very  fdd^tp  ^(ca  .^hat  a  Man  who 
gifes  to  every  ope  ^isowfl,  Vjbo  never  over- 
leac^t^  j^^NeigHiwur  by  ja  Trick,  b»t  deals 
above-board,  who  proyc|k«s  po  ]Man  by 
jCo««npt  4jr  ill  Laagujig^  nor  €ver  lies  in 
wait  agaihft  the  goodJNIawe  ^f  Ws  Nj?^;- 
bo»r,  ?or  wrwjgs  t^i^in  bis  Perfop,  or  in 
his  FaJ3?iily,,  or  in  any  Iptereft,  whjqb  he 
xjugtittpvaJfffe  ^t^siej(ilaqafen,  Ifay,  %t 
a  Man  of  tlMs  Temper  is  at  .anjj  tio^e  ,en>- 
broil*d  in  (J^arrels,  or  ve^'4  with  the  Ill- 
nature  ,of  Qf^'i Men,  and  of  nepeffit^fuch 
a  one  muft  enjoy  more  Peace,  and  uye  in 
more  Security,  than  \i  bp  ,we^  fly  and  trea- 
cherous, a  ;5eprner,  or  a  Railer,  and  an  l^e- 
my  to  the  .J^ea^e  of  other  I4«n  j  %x  as  the 
liV^orld  goes,  it  is  a  fopliii^  Uiii^  to  tal^e  the 
'.jjbejrty  cif  doii^  ifi  W,  pr  fge^kmg  W  of 
..pijiprs,  afld  not  «)  ie?tpft^  to  )bc  lerved  4n 
our  own  Kind. 

,2^  To  !'<?/}  hy.Mft.mi-  <fr^navj/  Ofeifces, 
ysijbich  4o  Ji^\t9f(ch  ,a  Man  m  aity  4Mn^4efo^le 
Mtfr^9  *lws  alfo  prevents  a  gpeat  deal  of 
Apgsr  ^l»d  TtSwWe.  Ue^M^  will  not  be 
capiiQUf ,  Afld  «9%  inade  ai^y,  be  M 
be  able  to  ,di(appo«it  ..wny  X>cqafipns  pf 
(parrel  and  ft^cfeief,  wb^ch  ,other  ;^fJen 
%  in  Jms  .way ;  ?nd  there;  is  very  gr«it 
oeed  of  this  gop4  Teqaoer  «i  ppr  Conv^^- 
tiqnj  for  ffioft  J4«iv  49  fretn^njiy  ^J*^^ 

againft 
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a^ioft  tUtky  Meighbours  in  lit^e  Jbi^g^ 
fiimetimes  ia  Heat  and  PaiEon^  fQmetiai^ 
igQorantly^  for  the  moft  pare  loQlii^ly,  aad 
he  ihall  have  bis  Hands  faH  while  he  lives, 
that  repeats. and  aggravates  («di  Things; 
bat  he  that  (Itdes  them  over  is  wiie  for  hwr 
felf  many  ways,  efpociaily  ia  ^s,  that  he 
IS  fture  iie  has  as  many  Friends,  and  no  n^ore 
Epemies  than  he  bad  before. 

3.  Plain  pealing  alfo  exqufes  $  Man  froWi 
unych  Harm,  efpecially  in  making  others  to 
expeQ:  no  more  from  him  than  hg  ifc  willing 
and  able  to  perform ;  for  he  th^t  raiibs  aa 
Expedation  in  another,  which  he  doth  not 
anfwer,  probably  makes  an  Enemy,  as  lays 
the  Son  of  Shacb^  or  lofes  a  Friend  for  no- 
thing; but  Fidelity  in  keeping  Prcunifes^ 
and  performii^  ratner  more  than  was  nor 
dertaken  than  lels,  keej^  old  l^riendihips^ 
and  fometimes  Mkakes  new  ones,  to  his 
greater  Security  and  Str^ngth^ 

4.  To  mmd  oms  ow^i  M^Jinefs^  and  to  keep 
within  the  Circle  of  our  Profe^on  and  Cir^ 
cmifiances^  is  another  Way  to  fecure  our 
felves  from  Trouble*  Indeed  we  are  not 
made  for  our  felves  only,  but  to  ferve  one 
another,  but  then  we  can  ftill  beft  do  it  in 
the  Way  ol  our  own  Educatibn  and  Calling, 
and  for  the  moft  part  he  that  fteps  out  of 
that  Way  to  fhew  what  he  can  do  in  ano- 
ther, is  reckonM  a  kind  of  Ufurper,  and  for 
want  of  fofficient  Authority  (hall  be  fure  to 

have 
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have  his  Skill  ieverely  exdfhia'd,  ahd  h^ 
;M!ftakes  unmercifully  ccnfurM.  Even  by 
dofaig  well  in  another's  Province,  a  Man 
fhall  get  more  Envy  than  Praife  or  Thanla, 
and  therefore  the  Occafion,  as  well  as  hw 
own  Skill,  had  need  be  extraordinary  when 
he  interpofeJ  out  (rf  his  Way. 

5.  ReffeBfid  Behaviour  fhuts  the  Door 
againft  a  very  comnion  Occafion  of  Anger 
and  Difturbance.    Difcourteous,  Proud  and 
Scornful   Carriage,  and  denying  Honour 
where  it  is  due,  is  contrary  to  Religion  and 
Morality,  both  becaufe  it  argues  a  very  bad 
Temper,  and  becaufe  it*  creates  Anger  and 
Animofities,  fince  all  Men  expeft  to  be  hu- 
manly us'd,  according  to  their  Condition  in 
the  World.     And  tho'  it  be  no  great  Mat- 
ter for  a  Man  to  be  affable  to  his  Inferiors, 
lowly  to  his  Betters,  courteous  to  his  Equals, 
and  never  rude  to  his  fafidiliar  Friends,  yet 
a  very  great  Matter  depends  upon  it,  and 
that  is  the  maintaining  of  Fricndftiip  or 
Good-will,  or  at  leaft  not  to  make  a  Man 
an  Enemy.   And  altho'  a  greater  Man  than 
my  fclf  is  the  more  dangerous  Enemy,  yet 
none  is  to  be  contemned. 

6b  Submiffton  to  the  Supreme  Authority  is 
likewife  a  Mea'ns  of  preventing  a  World  of 
Trouble  and  Mifchief  from  falling  upon  us. 
For  not  to  mention  the  utter  Deftru^ion 
that  is  ventur'd  by  Confpiracies  and  Rebel- 
lions, what  Trouble  do  Men   commonly  - 
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Lawf ,  by  ipeajan^  pf  th?  Su-^ 

frenie  ]V^ 
y  trying 
|aovernm( 
py  Autho 
;ivell  un0€ 
andfeacti 
^le  pur  j 
giv.es  gooi 
Lprd^  and 
them  that 
'Calamity  I 
.V|NQwal 
from  our  i 
ligion^  an( 
they  are  j 
tue,  but  fi 
and  good] 
moftly  cfli 
d^enceof  G 
tions  and 
fvom  the  I 
JE^or  hay 
be  embroil 
tp  fink  in 

Eftate,  his  Family,  or  hi^  Perfon,  by  tbi^ 
Paffions  of  other-  Men^  but  wJien  it  was 
eaiy  to  obferve  withal,  that  he  h^d  brojugbi^ 
Trouble  upon  fiimfel^  either  by  beglxiauig^ 
tp.  do  Injuries  to  others,  or  b^  ia  .captiQus 
£rowat3  Humour,  or  by  making  hglit'oE 
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Vfoar,  or'  bf  inaking  BiriiBF'Q>ao)dotis  fi^ 


f,  r 


ft^^,  \(Fhich^  aVfe  ;^per  tgr  prevm  the  Ari- 
gfer  toil  ffiivif  mw  others  fvaia  breaking  oat 

'  ^Atid  «vei|;,tfeiis,'  Bfegrefe  of  Virtue  fcems 
fufficient  to  ^i4brm  what  tbe  Text  pro^ 
iftifes,  and  thirt.  i$,  to  fecmt  ti$f  ftom  Harm 
bjr  our  o'wii  wdf-d6inff:"W'3!f<?',  «y  *f '  t^** 
twi;/  ^.w»  jfoij  if  ye  hh  -fm^ts-  of  fh0 
ixMchv-goodf^  '  ,  ,  -  -•.     ..,..•;.! 

Sat  for  tfie-fai-tfeer  illtriitatr(!>h  of  ^ 
Truth,  let  tis proceed  to  tfHi( iiixt  Btaifchiif 
Firtues,  Vii,^  '  "'  "    •  '    ,   '  '""' 

11.  Tpofe  :ihai'are.  ap  ^^ cbntflfOte 'tbvt 

dHdXhod'W^U.  '^"eoit  it  "wili^rther  appear 

'  •  i  that 
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frpnj  Qrt)e?s,;  ip  Mt  <t  4qflj^  not  pnly  }ft^ 

?lfo,mwfe  tl»etn  qurj?f;ij^ijdj^  and tift?  w 
mopeftUl 

contributes 
two,  of  Fi 
makes  noti 
to  be.tfuft 
furly  Hum 
with  him, 
not  likely 
Vrhere  l^m 
pether,  wh 
yetwliat* 
iSrottndof 

flg»aking,-»iEi 

iegft  (^il 

wards  <t»P  ^ 
Fwnt^,  <»• 

A^  xmyM 
';but  i«if  oil 

T  to  nil 
.«tfer  icra  i 
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U^  The  ^tWdt4^didc/V^\:^^ 

ef  ■  Mankind, 'tfeSdfes'^Ar  rmhtii  (f  t^i  y^^fi 
^W  k^ready  4iieiHiKMae<f^  wHichfeemt^M 
fumiii\!  up  by  St.  Pf ^r  uhdtfi*  theCteufe  of 
doftig.'Gobdv-  ^A'Rfeff  ttet'wbflM^/^^  ^$3^ 
Da;?,  Hethimtfchtfw  Evili^UdW  G^'di 
Now  ^he  Virtues  of  the  ftcond  fort^  »thrft 
Safil "Upoii  bther^eh,  by  attraftiiig^ood- 
wfll*  and  Lovi 'from  tlicm ;  =  are  fuch  as 

^-jr€of^efei/t£ht<3ohihep.  =  -  ' 
3uV-M«"i»fr^/V^ ^  PiforJ  -■''■■■■■■■  '■•' 
K:i.''Rfrg*'^»^^o'i^fif'*^  as- to  do  Good 

^'  "^j  TendeY^]eft  if  othef  Mens  ^^pitatietf. 

fthd^-'  ^'  ■ '  ''■••:_•■ '       ■;  ■•'••■• 

-^■5V  /TPrudeniOSrctMpiefs  iili-'-an^%jndi  of 
di^Go^d.  '  •'.•  -•  ••  ':■■■■  '  i 
^ffhcfirfi  Of  thcTe-fe  'n  CondffcenMn^  Good- 
^teftj't^thf^  wfieh  a  Man  i&  good' to^otheri 
that'  ^lie  meancrthan  bimfelfi  F6t  vhtt  ii 
^rj^0b%mg;  and- general 'praiTed,  thM 
M?  fefr  1  Man  ftoop  to  A)  ft  good  Turn  ?  T« 
l&^Xg^ittefies  ijO'thofe  that  are  above  us, 


'fife^mttery v1)fif  t&'Be  helpful  te- thofe  (^ 
Svhbtn  ^^e  have  the'  better"  m  Yckat  df 
•Kft^rt'-aiKf  Tlace;  6f'»ahy  other  Intereft,  is 
tM?*«f  ^moft  but  'v^eU  conftrued  > 
.  The  Truth  is-the  Exara^teofXSodA^ 
%igWy  (hbdld  lcid''te'ft>'cOrifider  «Mf'  Infe- 
,fffthr-wtth'ianab^&-  -Fbtlvhttt^MalP***! 
i^  a  1  ^  be' 
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m  aip  .^4W  7«t-^a  is.ficafieBS)  cq  »!]«  an4 
his  good  Providehce  caKes  Gare  pf  ii^-t^ 
df^d  ouof -jt^foRiwb^vWidaug^CM  Jpteand 
pwi^e-  Gjg^  T^B>;^bec^uferAef  ;(ns  w6ftd«rfi< 
^0p<ipe(Sito^j*KH.C  i^  a^e,'af 

^au  pb0^  ^m  ^tt  I  ^t  (mi,M^ 

Sfin  ^ Ma^that.tho\  AnjEl  ce& 

^in]^  wheFe  Gpd*s  i  lis  ]^^-is 

fn  anyr  d^rpe  fpll(y^^fjt„i$:  generally',  Jiph 
plaudedf  i.^lV^  Qi^k^  a  Man  beloved;:  ai^ 
9fiarmsall,tIwsitake.nQticQ  of  it.  -;,  .r 
; .:  If  a .  Mail,  jie  vifited  ii)  l^iSiSickrysfiiv  ©^ 
relieved  in  }^^  J^\^%^%  ^:^  ^^^piier'Ofiiijs 
Betters,  it  is.tj^ken  ippre.jtfi^f  aod. (^^fe 
fully  /oT;  the  moft  part^  tb|n:if  b^  had  .r^elt 
ved  the  fame  Courtefy  frqtii  p^e  that  f$  b(H[ 
his  Inferior^  or  hfs  Equals;  Jfor  as  the  W^rldl 

goes,  wf  do  not.  ufe  jcoic^peil^  much.Cont 
e&enfioa  ixxca,  them  thfit  are;  abov^  .u^ 
and  ther#^ne  when  we  meet  with  it,;  we 
lake  it  wit;h  pore  Thaojts,  and  thofethat 
fbf^rve  ic  are  plf^sM  wit^  jt  too.  So  .tl^ 
a  M»n  by  .Qonfidering  his  Inferior,  or  .oaq 
^er  whom  \^  hath  magy  A<^y&ntagesj 
(hall  not  only  g^ia  that;  Perfon  to  himleU^ 
but  ^  great,  many  mpre,  and  by  one  A^ 
make  a  Frien^  of  that  l^rlbn  that  hath  re*) 
ceived  the  Benefi):  of  it,  obJj^ng  thofe  to/ 
^m  too  tba^t  have  not.  received  it.  No- 
l^ng,  i|va\yo)-4»  is  more  pqpiijar^  and  win% 
F  f  }  more 
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lKtv«  ^geheriafiif-  GbrtipsfliOil  biiOtigh  to '  be 
§kd  wftifeh  '^fe  ^nfe  by  ^hWsJ  A  Mad 
ifitf  W  eAViid  jftir  hftVing  Vv^eaitfi,  but  he 
IS  ilwkyg  16^^' for  a  bhti^imbte  Ufe  of  it 
Nd  Mkn'tft^fifid  in  hh  Htktt  to  grudg^ 
Ihxi  hiii  N^gbbour  h&th  i  better  mate 
thto  b^  ha^,  -whakei  ha^  VA\xk  Qbod  he 
ddth  tx^ith  klzttd'thak  t{isinfit6  die  better 
fov  hh  Min^gemant  of  it ;  tind  therefore  if 
afif  tflihsjipy ' Accicfcnt.  ovtrwkfes  him,  all 
Mf^h  ire  re^dy  b  i<ufi  -in  to  b«l^  him,  and 
th^  ithat  h&v&i  e«i)rer9'd  Charity  at  other 
tim^;  ^il1<  bei-llOtini^  to  ht  tebind-hfttfl 
iwon  thk  OcicafioA  ^  whitft  ^ir&j  MKbhanee 
ffiit  befklik'ttWefdUi  Vft^m;  dioth  bat 
^IxJfc  Hiffl  th  :th<^  Cohtttobt  knd  Laughter 
«frtibftbfhi!il^hbobts»  '  -  .•  ' 
■'  i*  F(^ghHfig-«f  Wv^i^s^-fe  'fitr'  a  to  do 
Qooii  sgHn^'mX^  doth  alfo  gfri* Vefy  much 
•  -  '         upon 
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u^nthe'i)^fe€boiMief>lif»B]unib    tk.is.o^. 
to  be  iUppbTedothi^  tlie  Tintt  ^anotiufe  an: 
abfelute  Seiituficy  ^m:  afl:  Wlrongs,  M  ws. 
riot  onfy  efi-hi0p  Evil,  boc  alia  dlv  Gei^4,.  sm 
will  be  ihewn  afterwards,  Sfut  the  Meaoingi 
i^,  tliat  following  that  which  is-  good  is  ^e 
b)|eft  Means  (tf'^iir  Securk)r,>vaad.  &r  .t^ig. 
moft '  pait  aft  ^daal  Means.    But  v^tL 
it  doth  happen-that  Ms^  in  'dieir  Maliod^ 
Of  Vif^ny  or  Ignorance^  do  an  |11  Tin-n  ixy 
d'good  Man,'I^  Mowing  efaj^  which'  is 
good  IS  i<he  beft  wayco  (kve.lntn  3&am  J&rw 
iber  Harm,  and  erpecial](y:Borgt«eQe&  of 
tfte  Wroiig,  by  doing  ^GaodjigaiDft  thai 
Byil,  tin  h&  has  overcomJd  Jt  with  iSoodi 
£^t)rding[  to  this  Apqftle^s  iaftrudJon,  i^^ 
i2.^i.  '  For  the  common. ireaibii  why  an; 
irijurioas  Main  pyrfues  an  ili  beeinning,'  wii^ 
heapinp  One  Injury  upon  tbieNecl^  of  aocU 
ftier,  is  his  PerfuaCon,.  |bac  havSng .  onco 
f^oblig'd^adoib^,  be  Is  never  ^ocruft  kiitti 
aifcerwards,  and  that  him&if  j's  never  /&& 
fill  he  bativ'  by  all  the  Ways  of  Mifchief  lie 
can  devife,diiabled  him  Bxtm  KevwQ^  But 
if  he  tees  the  injured  Perfon  ib  far  from  being 
an  Enemy,  that  he  ftudies  «>  be  his  Fritod^ 
and  to  4'^itrn  Benefits  inftead  of  Revenge', 
k  rarely  or  never  haj^hs,  but  that.<-tlul 
Wrong-doer  is  melt^  into  Brjencaiv:^  and 
made  a  faR.  Friend  for  ever.    And  this  isia 
tnoft  loVdy  ^nd  ^orioos-  Temper  in.  the 
Ppinioi  «/ all  Men,  efpccially  wJien  it  is 
P  f  ♦  apparent 
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a)^rent  thafc  a;Mb^Idiack:vQQt'WllQt(  P&wttSt: 
bttt  ody  the  aWUl  cto;  oppuefc  fcwrr&ittoajiji 
that  he  could  be  tdo  bard.for,him  <(ny  other; 
way;  but  iKilldcimisnfl  jxi  vanqvi^  hiea.oalyi 
in  Chai;ky.diid£jQeflfei»ftty..ii,  : 
^  4.cTuuxr)ufiJf  the.  RfpftM^mff  other, 
Me»y  MMdiCan^iCi&^rmion.  ^of  i Dwbtfif, 
Apfemimces^.m9uiAt\xu\  vi^AQ  win  upoQ: 
^  GcfibdJwitt  <if  ^splund ;  r^ef;  this  diico?. 
vcrsia'yery(i«oi)fty.Dt(pQrttk>Q>la  a  Mao, 
ghdiaCon^ebc^'tiF.his  QwifVtftiiie,  whici) 
both •' keeps  Mm.  from .  EafiileB  to  fufped 
otiisrs,  and  fr^  ir^uli(^;his.OMrn^fl«an  by 
kiTiEniQg  thatLoCdther  Mea^-  ^n^  then  ^ 
Vrc  comider  Ads*!. tender  att 'are;  more  o*;. 
1^  of  theic  iiwin/Riptation^,  how  littk^ 
tl^y -can  ibsas  iD^aradion  ofiGei^urq  from 
9t;hersi»^iii  caimdtifteibutrbadJVi^  tnuft  ae- 
koonrjedge  thdil  Obligation^  to. ^vet;^  one 
that/fpem  gently  ifi.  their  C^f?,;  a^d  per- 
haps £urji&  anjiii  :thing:  a  bfii^  :\)^y  thaQ 
it  deferves.  .Ahd.i£4  Mao  (ipth  .ufe  h|jBfcl£ 
^ refrain  hisToti^iftom  EvA^  1^$  ^ill  gain 
thit  Love  an<3  AufliOTJtjy  bJ^  it,.tb?it  vyljen 
Charity  remiirest  that  alfo.  Iiffftalj  reprpyf; 
without  Ottciacc.  For  thafewhich  nialt8§ 
Mea  generally  impatjeDt  Qf  r.bei^  ^un4 
&ult  with.ft,, that; diey  |/(|oJc  ;ypoa  their. 
Honcmr  to..b?:'l^ned.  by  'vsn  .  iT^ fCOocUwji 
.*h«  Matter;  .•  v  •..:  ..r/'l  v.\:  . 
:  1 5;  A  Brndem  Officio^nef^f  Jff  4}  fQnis  of 
dutngGood  tQ  eti^r,  willrfieijtain|j^  procure 
-      *     '  ^  1  ,  a  general 
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M^fe  frow  ttfi  IU-W4D,  or  ?atter,3?  fecure 
£.thp  Qo6d;lr'^  -"*'--  -•-^^-"'«^''« -^^ 
tSis  World:  ,;r 
g»in.the.J-pyiejc 
Ci09d  upon  '^l' 
lJje>Ys  hp  liw^s 
tdfaunrelfas  w 
fin^  Jitfl^  lieljp 
drance  in  all :![ 
^moDgft. . .  A  ^ 
his  Time,  or 
yhcn  there.  is,i 

that  will  not  tl  .  ^ 

a.  little  Trouble.. to  fave  his  Neigfitiour  from 
a  great  deal,  that  when  he  fufpeQs  a  MiC-' 
yndcrftandiog  i$  begun,  will  feek  Peace^ 
that,  makes  it  his  own  BuHnefs  to  prevent 
Difcprds  amongft  others  with  whom  he 
lives,  and  is  .not  himfelf  quiet  till  he  hath 
reconciled  Friends  that  are  &rn  dut,  that  is 
35  ioirward  to  do  a  good  Office,  as  any  Man 
can  bp  to  ihew  \um  an  Opportunity,  and 
is  liot.^pt  t9  f^y^  that  it  is  .none  of  his  Bu- 
Qnei[$,  becajiif9  tjie  immediate  Benefit  of  it 
f€<founds  tp  anoiheTy,  who.alfo  interpofc^ 
for 'others,  not  oat  of  Seli^aefign,  or  over-, 
weaning  Conqeif  of  his  own  Dexterity,  or. 
out  of  a  pragmatical  Hunioiir,  but  in  Cha- 
rity, .  and  with  Difcretion :  Such  a  Man 
V^ill  never  want  Friends,  and  it  muft  he  a, 
yery  bad  "VYP^'W  ^^^ecd  if  he  meets  with 
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i'it'  T^e'fl^Mf^dhfm.\\^ 


itfiinff,  Miais 
Katurt*  td^ 
i^;  If  ilOi^* 

f'         if     '■\:<: 

^irixof'thi 
fifegtiofiy  of 

Dfthe46W^ 
r,  but  brAf 
Inwrcft' in. 
is,  i\^t  marir 
rbc  in  foch' 
idefcenfion, 

there  is  a- 

bit  ,of  obli- 

inot  be  well  fech  Init  in 

md  Poweri  and  to  faf 

curity  pf  fuch  Ferfons 

a  charitjtble  and  gene* 
tdvaotji^a^ve  other 
neanpr  a  'Man'  is,'  his 
ifit^'  fiqrR'ilte  Ehvy  and 
en,  lie'fies  low,  and  is 

itis''K<tte  that iie  has 
and  tfterifcre  he  r  not 
'  the'^gticat  Trwb^5^ 
by  ihcir  'Eitniniency  arp 
»y  all,  .and  have  a  hf^ 
itereQ:',  are  more  expo» 
:  l»affiofns  of  Men,  an4 
therelbifi^ 
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IfiiR-efore  tMc  %«jurfty  ^pm'-lf '  iionfifts  la 
fbllbwing  ttibfe'  '':$o6d .  Ways  -aid  Pradidd 


One  of  a'l'houfarid  Difafters  may  lying  u$ 
to  Poverty,  the  ftrongeft  Conftitfitbn  is  lia- 
ble to  Sicknefs,  and  Difeafes  may  happen 
that  will  impair  a  Man's  Wit ;  thefe  Tnin^ 
are  liable  to  abundance  of  Chances.    Nc^ 
againft  iuch  Accidents  it  is  good  to  be  pro- 
tided  with  an  Intereft  in  the  Love  and 
Goodwill  of  att  that  know  us,  who  will 
then  re%ye  us  with  their  Wealth,  and 
come  to  our  Help  with  their  He 
Streng;th,  and  lehd  us  the  AffiAano 
Wit  and  Counfel.    It  is  one  of  the 
Things  m  the  World  to  contemn  a 
much  more  to  contemn  all  Meo^ 
think  that  we  are  fufficient  for  our  fehres^ 

witV 
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4##  '^m^^X^^^'M'iM- 

hcnaes/  akd  to  behaVe  ,om*:lclycs  ^  tha^ 
inanner  as  if  w^  !;:ard  /or.NQbg^ly  i  ^ whqfp^ 

,4yanwges  ^^ 

»  of;  tbeffcwq 
lgMeral<jop4t 

pa  takes  place,  it  is  hard  to  i^oagine  tlMf 
fhere  flioqld  be  any  place  for  Wilfto  huru 
A  Mail  is  competently  fafe  from  being  mo-i 
lelled  by  that  Man  by  whonit  he  is  truly, 
lovtd.  *  I  proceed  , , 

.10.  To  the  Virtues  of  the  Thtrdfort^ihofi. 
that  Strike  fm  Afioe  into  Men,  and  cdntmand 
j^prohation  and  Efteem,  Jndeed.t^f  fecond 
fart  of  Virtues  1  have  mentioa'd  dp  in  a 
greit  meafurgi  gain  Rever?nq?'  to  th^t  Per-r 
K)q  that  is  end'qe'di  witli  th^ ;  but  becauie; 
there  are  other  Virtues  tha^  have  a.  more 
peculiar  Teiiide'nQy  to  procure  ^eypreiicc 
and  Efteem,  I  fhj^ltrpeak oftlien)  iQQr^ .(lir< 
ftinftly.  Arid  now  to  be'fure  a  Man  i§  (|BJ 
farther  from'  harqoiqg  that  Perfon^  whom- 
he  not  only  rdvesV'but  a|fo>fteems  aJfi(J, 
venerated.    .     '  '.■  ;  .     .         , 

...  ...  -     -     •  jy^^ 
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'f^The  Vkiver'hf  the  Tbttdjfitt^^Mnh^tis 

ktog  Mtn^Aigbt^iregardbdfiarid'/efteeme^ 

MWthefic/.'i  ■  ■'■  >,:•■-"  .TK  •,,; ,.'!.-  ..  •,:,.  ij 

I.  J  St  eddy  Goverrnna^off^a^afiM^i^^ 

in^  by  uU^ofm-Exj^effiont  ofit/^-Aody  i 
"i-  '4.  J  FrvdamOottMgeaal^Uti^ahBM  Stedi 
f^tnefsy  inTcmlMh§md^ap^tm^.forWnth 

«  ''ii  A  Sfe^f^GitfetMtDega'i^fsbe  Pafians^ 
t^ially  (tfAagdry  «i  jioc  fuffitring  it  to 
exceed  the  CdQffejXsr  the  Uieofde.  Whenia 
Mm  cari"  fpeak  vehemently,  nob  td.  tela 
3V^^h  ^hd'Chbler,  bat'becsu^a.teafiifirf| 
teafon  rcqtkes  ity  wheftrhe'CalT'  bdhd  ±is^ 
T<$ingue,  ndt  beeaufe  be  Is  (^qedcH  with 
8|^b,  or  beeaufe  he  is  0€w!fLr&Hen,  laiit 
beeaiife  it  is  Decent  -  and>  ^OHiBnt-io  to  do; 
wte|f  ft  k  feen  chair:he  is  notihu^ibd  away 
by  Baffioa  in  hisf'oi^re^^  au}Jthe.€xeat- 
tion  of  Ms  Puvpolb,  tot  tharihis  i^Faffiods 
fehaeonly  to  lend  hitn S{lriraDdiV^%our  ja 
lAie  dohig  of  Things  thaciooght  to  be  done, 
Had  io  the  Ptitftfilince df: Eiklstkatought  to 
Ue  bribed }  Men.  )wfll  not^^';  Btmnrd  to 
lihake  him  aft  Bnemy,;thej('^eflVvalue.hfiir, 
'theyittill  bea&ald  to  tbfiteft  faiao^  thoy^U 
Iboa  be  ienfible  drat  iri&'liftdiy>tb  bea  vaio^ 
if  not \a  dahgero£is/Acre|np»/.^  lattack.a 

I'M  that 
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that  it  is  eafy  for  another  to  feel  ic«  who  bu 

2.  A  Tmffrdte  Up  jf.Plf^^krei  gtins 
EftctQi  a^d  lievttrcfioe  to.  a  M^lo  ^^ta 
it  is  obiervtt^,  wbeljL  i^a^Ovstcfl^t  cat  Ifor 
G}uisoo]p*yvi^or:4rialc  for  Dnmk«Qd«&,.o6r 
flsep  foo:  \S|otfafi]hie{s^  nordiveit  .himfelf .  (Q 
get  rid  of  his  Tlniie^  bitt.  aU  rhis^as  a.wiifi 
^  re^ious  Man  Ikmld.dQ^  anl  abft%iQs 
wholly  fram  aUiiiilanHrfutjS(oiri«iiM^;  4^t 
Man.  has  Jthe /octet  AppoQ&atiQa  ftijtd  JPsai^ 
of  libertiiKs ,  themfiirlYes.;  dief  <  keow  l^ar 
thisis  Maxify  and  Keafopshkl,  and  th^  Mie 
aOiam'd  of  tbettiiielviss'  vffaea.:l^  cotw^ 
his  Eiaihptev  What.elfeirtaA  !aoy  Man 
Bufke  o£^^ab;Pains  .ta  ^ecft»d».^h(ignfelirfl5 
aaU  ochelrs^iidhatiKhe  AhftuusAte  awl.Moder 
cation  &B.  Adigoius  Mdruisl  ool^'iA  A^^ifSiff 
asice,  and  that;  4^  Moo'iiniriaidce)  j^U»l  nft 
the  ifame  liburiiesj  faut^ft|it!thisr)di%rcii8f 
onfy,  tiiaitilbauii^itiidIdlir^!Qtii^iiiiC«tA- 

owing  tDnabreiCiaaftitjc^iixatiilti  b«ttat  Wit 
Of  Farimi0?'j(FQr;:thii$vfcM9MP0pllfi  ncpi^ 
in^ke  t)he/Worl4  JDlaiievaivnSiw^wby;  ftMDuM 
clwjr  tMxi^deiitliiflldekes  ia.vfih»4naiui^riD 
jmpoft  4  .CcMiGdD:^  ^ndhiebifidiey  .HaBonr 
Am  eua  iievei;^fra»e,^'ifa»fc|dkalt  meyuare 
ftftfible  olrdiQ  Hoib«e  tfa(l£i£^fabag$!taiVS&- 

tue. 
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tinaairel9es^vtfacgrj'dieri^Kib%i)etiajr  wimw 
gatS^Ssdf  '•  to;  rlevcl! ;  all  otUo^  e!vth\t^  i^W^ 

i)i»ere  mot-iibuMBiu;)  to  <heiIJcBPtk>ik8  tj^ida^ 
i^vesy  cfaait  «he<^i:^faD  'gdneroBidieir  AM- 
t$t9S  bf  a  iOotiftiiinK  pf  JC^tjii  ^  .^o&idie  inoic 
d^cdl^t;B»faio,>  and  c^  .b^.iio  Actifift 
b^  vc^b^dwof  >thek,Xidbk-yv  ;but  by  tiaaib  eif 
fnfiiniaadg-tlkt  they  ai^  tbtit  iiypocriouL 
Let  therefore  .a. .  Man^-  iModeraaon  )^ 
Teliiperta^e  4)e  xsonftant  ^i^suulkin,.^nd 
by  thftt  M&ias  ^^indeniabley  and  he  &a3{ 
purch^fe  aii  VoAiyetfal  Eifonn;  and  wfaca 
<h9iC'K.6ii<;e 'well  underftbod)  the  Mttf 
wor^  ^Med  liad  ratheif!i;itei&  ahy  otl^ef 
Pvfonltov^u:  cheh-:  Anger  tapon)  thahuA> 
doi .  k :  Qjpdn^:  fuck  a  Mail,  i^rhofe  £zanipde 
i^iiikdy  tovfiiame  cheni,  aid  dQcfi  ibmau 
ftdke  la  Awe  iipori  tbeicSpiritt* .  t   u.  i :  1u 

pmotim^^UeverenCv^imhif^wfijij^i;^  aid 

9dghMoufii6fs  md  Chmitj[^tmimkyWem,mci^ 
wef#«fe'bc^]geh(»^ally  a^ttiv'dwod(rkfcili£ 
Viti  Ftsopie-wtde  les^er  ib  barbaitoastto  tio^be 
altogether  without  eithercjfti^l^^yijo»fidq^ 
iKQieof  Sin  and  Duty,  of  Right  and  Wroog; 

and 
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4m4  dgve^onnCany  £k^iticnoJ4kbdde&  ^oia 
saaka  a  MaaJtetJDolb'd  up^-wi^h-^ii  awfid 

jnanae  of  fdl:  Moral!  Dodts.  ii  {onoded  upodi 
itte SeofeofiDuty  to GocI;  and^f our  OhlH 
•glitiohs  to  fo«c  aisd  irocfiup!hhf)i|  and  when 
ihe  ^oeHMpcPiGod  leads !ti8t.«fae.daidg,Qif 
-aiL^3Qc|  W4vksutL  our*  GMfl^acton  juritibt 

snajKy .and  look  upon  bka,oiL&etiy.GdtyJM 
is  euBcry  whorff<tI;t^  iaoie^aadicOofiHdit  w^ 
JhiaBfelf,-  onir  tbit^feamttifpfdlpt^  workt^k 

' '  4.  if  Prudeit  dmrage.auiilnfiisakeMSted'' 
f^inefs  :;i  awfi^  Trtetb.  a»d  Rigli>t«ottfnefs\ 

there  is  a  iu^Sta^on  fiijitter^ff,  this,  ] 
tiijf,  fhall  alio  id&lhbiy  gaih.  tO  a;Man  great 
Authority:,  ndiwanhinr  jRte%e)^.i  ¥ocvn 
obpomebd  tlie.  good  Anions'  xif  a^ .Man^  juft 
IB  W€l  ixsiioite  tasy  argue  thctinVftod  WjbhU 
ot  the  Perftin;;oahd.  th«Bfofe.'Ahat  ^fl 
flgialEe.a  ]^d^  J^^hfy  efte^^d,.  which  :0i»xrs 
a  firm  Teoifert^Muid,  and  :al  fettled  Has' 
hk.  Qf  yiicUe»  which  is  dm^vby  nothing 
ttiOFe,  .ekao:  by  appearing  coiiilia'ntly  and 
ipon  dl  Oceafisns  the  Same  Perfon*  tfai 
Ssne  ik>Dowti^  of  Truth  a&d.atg^e(>ufii^ 
etfoK  when-faor/is  likely  to  i»^tt!vyich  th< 
§tf«aicft  Oppbfitbn.  ^ 
.r->:-iV'  ij'..  .-;-;s  .-   ,  ■•'•!•  •  r^ ..No* 
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Now,  therefore,  if  tharibeiforcW-M'ibniirii 
good  Qualities,  in  Some  of^iho  Vittxti^  qS.\  • 
a  good  Man,   fo  kee^  off  the  Angcif  aAi 
Difpleafare  of  others,-  aodlbelides  tfeeief  is  i 
a  natural  Tendracy. of  Olhity  df  his 'Virtues  ^ 
to  conciliate  Friendfhip  and  Good^Will,  and ' 
Others  of  them  iiioi'e  partitiilariy,.  yea^,;  ill 
together,  do  breeH  Keircrence  j  aodifMen 
cannot  well  be  thought  forwaid  ta  liajure 
thofe  againft  whom  theyj.havt  no-^oocafibn  • 
of  Difpleafure,  whom  they*  find caufe  t^idVe, 
nay  whom  they  efteein  :aud!  revere,  it-  (Moaid 
feem  that  in  the  ordiriasy  Courfecf!  Things, 
that  mufl:  reiBain  true,  which  St j^-P^terifiipj 
pofes in  thia  QndXion^'lVhp^.' ht'that\  miS. 
biflrm)ou^.ifye  be  folltmeffinf  thaP  wi?idh'is.^ 
good  ?  *  So  that  ia  the  Widrift  Timefe,:(  and 
thofe  in  which*  St. .  l^mf  ^iiy.ed  wet(^;none 
of  the  beft)  if  a  Man  may  bt  a  J  Good  as 
he  pfeafcs  to  be,  be  ras^  fce'as  ^Haippy:  asu 
he  needsf  to  be ,' and. lif 'hd .be !not, ,he hath  i 
more  reafow  to  complain  of  Jiimfclf,.tHano£> 
Providem^.  /      /  : :    . :  i  :  ^-r*^ :  : 

.  Ail  the  whik  let  it  be  ofcferv^,  thai  th&'  ^ 
1  have  infifted  upon  the  MomllVirtwsr  pf^ 
the  three  Kinds ^1    have  iDclotion'd,  asthfet. 
Means  of..doing  Well  for  o\xv  felves  in  this 
World,  y«t^«?e  are  ndt  t*  foi^et  that*.tlMi&r^ 
ate  not  only  Moral  but'Chriftian  iVir^iles. 
and  Duties,.,  and  that  the:  P^rfoiroiaofJeipf : 
them  is  notui^ceiTary  only  fotopif  Ggo4  in 
G  g  this 
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€!!»  World,  feut'fisr  buir  Salvation  aifo  in 
the  Work!  ta  Come. 

•'And  we  arc  to  thank  God;  who  is  plea- 
fed  to.  give  us  all  forts  oi  Argutnents,  and 
talay.  Si  kind*  of  Obligations  npon  XLi  to' 
dd  out  Duty.    . 

The:,  main  Bofinefs  of  Religion^  and  of 
the  Scriptures,  1  grant  is  this.  To  lead  us 
to  .that  Life  here,  ivhich  will  make  us  Hap- 
py v  for  ever  ^  but  it 'is  the  infinite  Goodnefs^ 
of  God,  if  in  ord^r  to  the  fecurity  of  our 
eternat  Welfere,  :he  hath  alfo  given  us  Ar- 
guments' from  this  prefent  Life,  and  our 
Happinefs  bereio  engage  qs  farther  to  do 
what  fcte  requires  :'  And  his  infinite  Good- 
nefs  it  is,  that  many  things  which  he  would 
hive  us  da^  in  order  to  our  Salvati6n,  are 
moreover  neceffaiy  for  our  Quiet  and  Secu- 
rity, and  Reputation  in  this  Wctfld  •,  and 
inithe  mean  while  we  are  fo  much  the  more 
to  bkme,  and  (hall  be  found  at  the  h&  Dslj 
fo'much  the  more  inexcufablc^  if  we  ncgkd- 
ed.thofe  Duties  which  were  neceflary  to  our 
Salvation^  the  doing  of  which  would  in  the 
Tti^n^  t4me  have  confiderably  contributed  to 
oSr  Welfare  in  this  Life. 

Atid  accordingly  my  De%n  in  having* 
be6n  \jftonf  this^  Subfeft,  and  rccomraendeff 
the(e  Things  to  ybut  Meditations,  isj  Thar 
I  might  m^e  ydu'  the  more  fenfiblc  of  the 
folly  of  Vice  and  Sin,  and  of  the  great- 
;  V.  Madnefr 
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*  Madnefs  (^  a  wicked  LiifCj^fince  that  befides 

the  Hopes   and    Fears 

^hich.  are  indeed  in 
.Motives  to  our  Duty, 
|hie,  and  f  hat  Duty  wni( 
'hdX  fof  out  Good  in  t 
^d  pfeaceatle  Ejijoyifterii 
'in  a  Security,  from  bei 
^Righteo'ufii'efs  m\\  be  c 
ing  next  t6  the  Divine 
'Armour  6f  defence  an 

'^.^'Not,  that  what  has 
to  be  urid(i(ftood  '  othei 
IfctileS  ordina'rijj"  are^  wl 
ticular  Exceptions,  that 
Id  '(Jeftrby  th6  Author 
Not  that  ?i  good  Man 
^ern  the  Pa^Tions  qf  otl 
Own  :  Their  t^tejudices  f 
nate,  their  IgnorartcJe  fo 
terefts  fo  crofs  t^  His, 
^nd  Virtue  ,inay,  infteac 
but  expofehim  to  Danger-     . 

^  And  there  is  2 
not  keep  t\i€\t  6 
Wifp  Man  fays,' . 
cording  to  the  If 
8.  14*  and  '\i^h( 
for  Righteoufnefj 
this  CafeV  foraeth 
f«'d  t6'  make  it 

G  g  2  Obfer- 
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Obfcryatipn  of  tlic  Apoftle,  thanpne  wopid 
readily  believe. 

I  fay,  after  all,  it  is  not.  to  be  fupp^j^d. 
That  no  good  Man  ever  incurr'd  the  uil- 
rieafurc  of  others,  or  was  burt„<)r;  trpu|>jpd 
;  by  them  5  for  the  contrary  is,  (6  pUin  fi«^ 
the  Experience  of  the  WcrfW,  that  it  |s 
not  to  be  (aid  of  any  one  .Man  foUovnng 
that  which  is  goed^  that  he  (Hall  certain^ 
efcape  all  the  Malice,  and  IllrWill  of  l?34 
Men  J  but  that  they  are  only,  a  few,  who 
fuffer  tinder  the  Paffiops  of  others,  liho* 
thenfelves  have  given  none  OccaGon^  in 
tomparifoh  Xo  thofewho  inqur  III- Will  by 
their  own  Sin  and  Folly  \  arid  that  the  b^ft 
and  moft  efFeftual  Way  to  be  fecure,  is  tc^ 
follow  that  iphich  is  Qood^  which  is  enojj^ 
to  oblige  a  wife  Man  to  ufe  it,  thou^  it 
doth  not  abfolutely  and  infilUbly  fecure 
hini.  I  am  verily  perfuaicled,  tliat  a  good 
Chriftian,  that  is,  fuch  a  One,  who  mea-, 
fures  Good  and  Evil  by  the  Hopes  of  a 
future  Reward,  and  the  Rule  pf  Qod's  Word, 
written  upop  his^Copfcience,  and  in  the  Bi- 
lile,  I  make  no  doubt,  L 1^^,  that  fuch'  a, 
One  leads  a  fafer  Liife  in  ,an,  ilLnatur'd 
World,  th^n  the  moft  difc?e?:t '  WorW^Og. 
pif*em  all.  But  ftill  there  *  arefome  Cajes^ 
which  yet  will  not  often  happen  in  the. 
Courfe  of  a  Man's  Life,  and  which.happjsa, 
indeed  but  to  a  few  in  cdmparifon^  th^t  ske 

"^  '    '*    to 
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Ser.  XVI.  of  well-doing  tOy  &c.    \^i 

to  be  excepted  out  of  ordinanr  Ruies.A  Man 
may  have  to  xJo  with  one  ot  fo  bad  a  Tem- 
per,, whom  no  Benefits  can  oblige,    upoa 
whom  no  Irapreflions  of  Gratitude  can  b^ 
made  by  any  Kindnefs  that  can   be  (howo 
him.    Some  there  may 
that  delight  in  Treacher 
hate  a  good  Man .  becai 
oufnefs,  as  Cain  did  his  I 
in  all  this  Difcourfe  the  ( 
that  is  injur'd  by'fuch  I 
afide  J  for  fuch  as  ^hefe  a 
ture,  and;  Rules  are  n< 
xpade^for  Monfters,  but 
tiju;ar  arid  Ordinary  Cc 
Such   Exceptions  as  the 
thofe  Motives  to  Well-doing,.,  which  are' 
founded  uj^  the  Suppofition  of  what  iV 
Regular  ana  *  "Natural.      A   faithful   Man: 
may  chance  to  be  fufpeded,  and  a  charita- 
ble Man  to  be  hated,  yet  no  Man  will  fay, 
that  the  Way  to  be  Trufted    fs  to  be  3 
Knave  \  or  that  for  the  procuring  of  Good-,. 
Will,  *tis  all  ope  whether  we  do  Benefits  or 
Injuries.     So,  Diligence,  Preparation,  and 
Wjfdom  will  always  be  allowed  the  Means 
to  thrive  and  fucceed  well  ^  arid  yet  there 
is  a  Time,   when  the  Race  is  not  to  the 
Swift y  nor  the  Battfe  to  the  Strong  j  neither  . 
yet  Bread  to  the  Wife^    ndr  yet  Riches    to 
^n   of  Vnderjianding^  nor  jet  Favour  to 
0%i  Mm 
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M£n  of  Skilly  Hit  Time  and  Chance  happen^ 
'eth.to  them  aH^  And  as  this  is  to  be  fup- 
j^oted  after  all  that  hath  been  laid  to  (hew 
that  Innocence  and  Virtue  are  the  moft  ef- 
ftftuai  Means  to  gain  upon  the'  good  Af- 
fefliions  of  ^lankind ,  fo  it  is  to  be  pre- 
tnisM  to  all  thiit  can  be  faid  under  the 
'id  Head,  That  vrhere  i^iy  do  not  hin- 
^der  the  Will  tq  hurt,  yet  tuey  take  away 
the  JPoii^er  to  .hurt,  vitsi.  That  there  do  hap^ 
pen  fingular  and  extraordimry  .Cafes  fome- 
tiines,  wheh  this  Rule  ^friM  not  hold,  b« 
that,  nM'withftariding  fuch  Acfciclents^  to/?^ 
low  [that  'izlhifb'is  GooJ^  is  tlie  heft  and  npoft 
cfefliial  Me^iis  xo  difarni  thof^  pf  Powef 

I  hivk  a  mihd  to  do  it  ;    And! 

iade  ;tQ  appear  by  thefe  Three 

Security  whicli'iigood  Men 
hofe  that  are  malici'oufly  dif^- 
theiTfi,  'by  the  ^CivH Govern^ 

Or.    T  .     "     *i 

mem.  ^      i, 

*  2.  Of  that  Security,  which  they  have  by 
the  efp'ecial Providence  ^/G^^that  takes  Care 
ofthehi^       ''    V      '        '  ^'  '  '     *'      '    ' 

"ity,  which  th^y  have  By 

eir  Enemiel  to  touch  them 

icernments..  / 

ler  >h?iir  S[ecurity  u nder 

\  ,.^  iichconliffsin  t^is,Tliat 

Vis  the  Intereft'oV'air  Govefjuments  to  PVo- 

'    .       ""r----^       ^     ■■   .•-  -'   :  ted 
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tea  righteous  ^Mcb,  "and  to  punifli  evil 
Tiotrs.  For  fo  long  k  will  remain  true. 
That  the  iflore  inofenfively  a  Man  be- 
haves himfelf,  the  raore  exemplary  -  he  is 
in  Virtue,  efpecially  in  *  B^eficence  and 
<^harity^  the  more  efFeftuaMyhe  puts  hirt- 
felf  under  the  Proredtion  «  ^e  Odvern- 
ment.  Indeed,  fetting  afide  the  ^nfluehce 
which,  by  the  Providence  *f  Go3,  an  efti- 
blifh'd  Government  hath  upon  the  Seeurf- 
ty  of  good  Men,  it  would  very  ;ifeldom 
happen  but  when  they  fell  into  the  Dif- 
pleafure  of  fuch  wicked  Merlons  as  have  toft 
ail  Senfe  of  Duty  to  God  and  Man,  thejr 
would  alfo  be  expofed  to  the  word  Effeifts 
of  their  Rage  and  Malice.  But  as  long  ats 
Pubiick  Order  is  maintained,  and  Authority 
is  reverenc'd,  and  Laws  are  executed,  Wf 
long  bad  Men  aite  tander  a  Bridle  of  Re- 
ftraint  from  purfuing  their  own  Inclinati- 
ons, becaufe  it  happens  but  very  feldom 
in  coraparifon  that  their  Malice  grows  to 
that  height,  as  to  exceed  the  Care  of  their 
own  Prefervations,  and  to  ihakc  them  con- 
tented to  undo  themfelves  for  the  Deftruc- 
tion  of  their  Fellow-Subjeds  :  And  as  it 
is  the  Bufinftfs  of  Law  and  Jufticc,  and 
the  greatEndof  Government  to  fecureMen 
from  the  Paffions  of  otie  another,  fo  it  is 
a  particular  Concern  of  Government  to  Pro- 
Xth  good  Men  from  the  Injuftice  of  evil 
P  2  4  P^^H\ 
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.JO<>^^ff;..:Fpr,as  the  Gpod  and  Virtuous  do 
ow?  nwcb  fof  tjtev  Safcry  undfr  God  to 
\\^t  Sp;rereigt>,AutthQyitj%  and  to  the  Admi- 
niftfatwP' of  Jyflice,  fo  the  Safety,  of  the 
Spver? ^gn,  .gnd  tlw  Strength  of  Government 
^1  |iot,a4ittie ,  oiymg. under  God*  to  the  Fi* 
4elijy;td  the  Honeify,  Righteoufnefs,and  in 
a  iP^pr^^  tQ  thj?  .good  Confcience  and  the 
gOod'Ex^pk^rof  Religiops  Men  :  Which 
i§  a  thing  fo-cvi<Jept,  that  all  Moral  Vir- 
^tue  hath  been  aiflaoft  conftantly  favoui'd 
and  entourag'cj  by  the  Laws  of  all  Coun- 
itrije^j,.  Apd  ipd?ed  the  qoptrary  does  fo 
-ipaaif^ftly  tcnd^to  Confu(ion,  and  the  utter 
Diffo|ution  >  of  raU  Government,  that  we 
need  npt  feaj-  the  contrary  will  often  hap* 
|>en  i'^gnd  this  jsfo  true,  thgt  we  ^nd  St. 
^Feter  ufeth  this  Argugient  to  the  Church, 
toXu^piit  th^mfelves  to*  every  Ordinance  i^i 
Mai;i«  ^uhmif  yourfehes  to  ever/ Ordinance 
cf  Man  for  the  JLord^s  fake  ^whether  it  h 
to  the  King  ar  Sup/eapt^  of  unto  Gcvernours^ 
^s  unto,  them  th^t  are  Jent  hj  him  for  ths 
funifymmt  gf  wilDfers^  and  for  the  Praife 
of  ^hem.  thaf  ^  n^:  Which  being  ^ken 
^n,  this  very  Epiftle  (  chap.  ,7.  v.  15, 14.) 
Jfbo  f  X.  he  P^at  -will  harm  yw^  if  ye  be  foU 
lowfTs  pf  W^t :  *^%V^  /V ,  (rood  ?  '  li^plies, 
Tha;t  ,tfie  Bepefirs  wihich  Chrit^os  ^hem- 
fei\qp?  .received  by  Government,  althcwigh 
^t  was  by  no  mean  J  partial  tathem,  were 
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<rf  thcmfelves    a  good    Reafoh    v^^^hy  they 
(hduld  fiibmit  to  *it,  and  confequently,  that 
moftly  in   Civif-  Qoyernments  there  is  fo 
-much  Kightcoufriefs,  that  the  Condition  of 
^  good  Man  is  mtich  better  under  them, 
than  if  there  was  no  Government  at  all  ^ 
dod'  withal,  that  he  is  miich  morcfafe  un- 
der 'Governtaent  for  being 'i  good  Man^ 
thmif  ht^ttt  not.    To  the  very  fame 
purpofe  St.  PW'difcourretli,  Rom.  1 3,  where 
perfuading  to  Subjedion  he  faith,  ](iulers  are 
not  a  terror  to  the  good  Works^  hit  to  th& 
evil  :  Wilt  thou  then  not  he  afraid  of  the 
Power  <t    Do'that  which  Is  good^   and  thou 
^ali  ha^e  Prarfe  of  the  fame.     For  h^  is 
a  Minifier  of  God    to  thee  for  good  \   but 
if  thou  d(^  that  which  is  evil^  be  afraid^  for 
he  beareth  riot   the  Sw^rd  ih  vain  :    Tor  hi 
is  the  Miniver  of  God^  a  Revenger  to  ex^ 
ecute  Wrath  upon  him  that  doth  evil.    In 
Vs^hich  kindof  Reafonings,the  Apoftle  plain-* 
ly  proceeds  upon  this  Suppofition,  That  Go- 
vernment is  very  much  for  th^  Advantage 
of  good  Men.     And  therefore,  if  we  take 
all  together,  it  is  more   for  thfe  Intereft  o£ 
evil  Men  under  a  fettled  Government  to 
forbear  the  <loing  of  Injuries,   than  to  do 
•hem  -5  andth^tbecaufc  itis  manifeftly  the 
Imereft  of  Government  to  Punifti  evil  Do- 
ers, and  to  Proteft  them  that  Dp  Well    Sd! 
th^t  where  the  Innocence  and  Virtue  of 
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good  Men  fail  of  gaining  the  Gpod-Will  of 
any  private  Perfons  with  whom  they  cgsi- 
^verfe,  it  4oth  yet  in  a  great  ineafurC'  dif- 
arm  their  Enemies  of  Pbw:erta  hurt  them, 
by  putting  i:hem  raoft  effedualiy  under  ih^ 
Proteftion  of  Civil  Goyerninent. 
^    2.  lyCt  us. moreover  confider  the  Security 
^Jiey   have  hy  i  that  efpecial  Providence  of 
"Gs^p  whith, takes  care. of  thern,  and  uratch- 
jes  over  them*.   God  hath  ordained  Govern- 
jntni  for.  the  Punijbment  of  evil  Doer s^  and 
f&r  theFraife  of  them  thai  do  weSf    Yet 
^his^  M??^  P^  ^he  Security  oi  good.  Men 
doth  not  ^clude  a  Particular.  Providence 
fiver  them,  which  doth  more  for  them,  than 
that  other  alone  can  do,  and  which  iome-r 
times  delivers  them,  when  the  other  canaot. 
Avi^  there,  are  Examples  of  this,  not  only 
in  the  Scriptures,   but,  2s  I  verily  believe, 
:hat  Men  miglit  not  want  Sen- 
fi  of  God*s  Care  of  Righteous 
fC  would  ojjfervp  them,  that  is, 
is  a^  might  efFedually  convince 
ad  fhem  into  a  Belief  of  a  Par- 
ocular  jp^rpvidencje  over  the  Righteous,  even 
Vfhen  th?^  Matter  is  not  fo  plain,  as  fome- 
iimes  it  is?  :    For  in  truth  \\\t  Operations 
of :  Divine  Providence  are   fo  mijc'd  with 
Second  Canfes,    and   it  produces  Gopd  to 
dbem  th^t  fear;  God  by  fuch  a  Train  of 
Human  ]V|eat^,an(}.Met^cjcIs^  that  fometinje$ 
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his  Working  is  not  fo  dif^etnajljlc  as  at  p. 
ther  times.  ;  God  could  have  reye^c^  "to 
Ahafuerus  the  Innocence  and  Merit  of  .^i&r- 
decai,  apd  by  many  fupematural  Ways  jwe^ 
vented  his  and  his  Countrymen's  Ruin  ^  but 
his.  Providence  over. them  was  nevcrthefels 
effeftual  in  faving  them'.by  a  more  ordinary 
lyiethod  ^  the  King  could  not  fleep  (EflkS.) 
he  calls  "for  his  5ook  of  Memoirs  to  en- 
tertain hiinfelf  that  Night,  arid  there  he  ^nds 
what  Service  Mor^fcal  hid  done,  and  fo 
I'hings  were  put  iiito  the  natural  Coqrfe. 
for  the  Deliverance  of  Him  and  the  Jews. 
It  fometimcs  happens  that  good  Men  are 
^y  fuch  a  ftrange  concurrence  of  Affairs* 
preferv'd  arid  protected  ffom  lll-Will,  and. 
fecur'd  from  the  Malice  of  their  Enemies, 
tbat  though  they.  Tee  nothing,  but  the  na- 
tjnal. Operation  of  Second  Caufes,.  yet  they 
cannot  hut  afcribe  that  Conjundure  to  a 
ruperoatuin4.  Guidance,  by  which  they  «r«re 
put  into  that  Order  of  Working,  efpeqally 
fjnee  both  Reafon  and  Scripture  concur  in 
this  matter^  for  it  is  very  reafonable  to 
believe,  that  if  there  be  a  Providence  which 
pie^des  over  aH  things,  that  Providence  muft 
1^  efpecially  popcern'd  for  the  Welfare  and- 
Swurltyol  good  Men  :  And  the  Scripture, 
as  in  Teveral  other  Places,  fo  in  the  Con- 
text, afliares  us  of  it,  via;.  That  the  Ejei 
oj[m  Lord  are  fiver  the  B^gbteo^s,  and  that 
-  '     "  "        '  "    '  his 
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his^^4r?}ire  lof>en  tfl  their  Friers  \  hfit  the 
l^at^'df  the  JLord  is  againjl  them  that  de 
j?i^7t/' Which. is  one  Reafon  why  St.  Peter 
infars  irt  ,the  Very  be5ft  Words,  thofe  of 
Ae'  1  \  is  he  that  will  harm 

you ^  it  of  the  ' 

for;ij  III  to  I 

gairift  'hofe  1 

ddth^i  lem  ui 

tion  I  ich  as 

ti^ife  I  ilyurid 

of'Goa. 

But  to  all  this  1  kno\y  it  wlf  be  ob- 
jefted.  That  the  Condition  of  the  Churchy 
ill  "St:  Pete/^  Time,  ftiewed  the'  contrary; 
tio  >hat  was  by  Him  affirmM,  and  by  U^^ 
pretended.  For  ^hc  "^tvos  'perfecuted  the* 
CbfifiiaM  with  4^  bduftrious  Malice^  ^ftS^ 
the  Etripiftr  was  ,by  no  means  favoMt^hle 
tfe  fficfni  ^  ^tt6 '  hated  them; .  a^^lie  *  ahd  ^ 
ft'JtraF  other  '  Emperors  after  hT^,  '  tiiade ' 
tcii^fMe  Havock  .of  the  CharcH/^anl  the^ 
beftChriftians  were  ftill  hunteli  'after  fot' 
their  DeftrqiJ^ioh.  '  And  the  |ike'  has  hap^' 
ppn'd  in  other  'Ag^s  afterward^*  Hbt^rthett- ' 
fore  can  it  be  laid  Who  ii^e'that  wi!l[ 
hnrm  ymi^if  je  ^e  followers  of^haT  wh^fh  U: 
Good  i  How  cati thefc  Things ftand  either* 
wiih4he  Securtty'of  good  Men  fup|)bfed  in 
the  General  iti  the  Text,  or  virith  that 
.Particular  Reafon  jfor  it  now  aflign'd,  t/te, 
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pod^s  ^£ciM  ,Prcvidenc0  in  favour  of  his 
ServaotSy  oCpecially  fince.  tUey  have  hajpr 
p€n*d  (6  ofteiv  that  we  cannot  fay  the  Gafip 
h  very  rare  and  extraordiria'ry  >  This  jp 
the  obvipjas  phje^tjon  ag^fni^  what:   bath 

Ipeeh'fail* •: 

Npw  indeed  there  is  this^Re^fo^  \io\hgr 
we  ne«d  ijot  be  follicitpjus  fpr  an  AqCwa 
lo  it,  becaufe  this  is  not  c(Ut  Cajfc^  vhofk 
iReligious  Aflemblies  for  th«  SeB^yiese  oi  CoA 
ait  Proteded  by  the  Civil  Aut^hbrity.  Birt 
then  thpre  r8,ai9ther  Reafon  why  we  (houi<i 
be  concemM'  what  to  fay  tc^  it,  becaufe  tbQ 
SufFeriugs  of  the  Faithful  have  bcei|  obn 
jefted  againft  the  Caufe  for  which  .thq;^ 
fu<Fered^  beqaufe  alfo  they  have  beeq  pyw^* 
duced  againft  the  Belief  of  ProvideiK^:  bjf 
Atheifts  and  profane  Perfons^.apd  beoayfe  it, 
i^  for  the  ftrengthening  of  oiir,  Faith i  to. 
underftand  mil  how  the  Trutb  of  jGqd'sv 
Promifes^  and  the  Wifdopn  of  hi?  Providenw 
€^s  :ular   Care  qf  Righteous^. 

M(  :h  fuch"Inftaftces-aar^ei». 

ip  [itrary*     j  .   :   ; 

I  therefore  Lanfwft,:;-... 

fe  of  SijiFeiipg  for  ^c>^ 
Tr  5  a  Cafe  expreny  e^^qepi. 

ted  .''':''■': 

2.  That. the/ Permiflion:  of  it,  is^plftinly  ^ 

confiftent  with  the  Cwp^  ,.au3  Wifdpra, : and. 

Goqdncfs  of .  ProvideflcciL:/,    . ,  .    v 

•.       •      -  ^  '^-     -•-•^  5.That^ 
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^.  Thdt  Good  Meri  iq  fu'di  a  Crffe  dp 
not  fuffer  irforc  under  the  Matlce  of  their 
Enemies  than  thofe  d6  under  Grcnd^  Jtidg- 
teents.  ,  .        ;^^ 

'    I*.  That  it  is  plainly  an  exceptaa  Cafe  ; 
For  immediately  after  St.  P^rcr' had  faiJ, 
Who  is  he  that  will  harm  ,)6u^   \f  X^   ^^ 
folUmers  of  that  which  is  Gbod'f    He  con^ 
Hnues  his  Speech,  BtiC  and  if  )e  fu^et  fof 
Righteoufnefs  falte^  happy  are  ye.    And  (b 
he  goes  dn,  fliewing  what  little  Reafon  thejr 
iad  to  be  troubled,  who  fuffer  with  a  good 
Confcience,  and  for  Well-doing.    So  that 
this  Limitation  coming  immediately  after 
tlie  Rule  in  the  Te::tt,  cleats  the  Scripture 
from  ufing  a  deceitful  xArgument  to  periuade 
Weil-doing*    If  jv'e  would  be '  Safe  and  Hap- 
py, Well-doing   is  tlie  onlj^  Method  you 
can  take  for  this  End  ;   for  if  you  follo\r^ 
that  which  is  good,  your  Innocence  an^ 
Virtue  will  gain  upon   the  AfFeftions  ot 
Men,  they  will  procure  the  Proteaion  of 
the  Government,  and  the  favourable  PrcP 
vidence  of  God.    But  if  you  fliould  objefl:' 
againft  this  the  Sufferings  of  the  Church  Mn- 
dttjems  or  JJeathens^  I  anfwer,Thatisa  Ar- 
ticular Cafe,  which  does  not  to  properly  come 
under  the  Rulcj^  and  is  therefoi-e  to  be  ex-' 
ceptcd  from  it  j  but  even  in  that  Cafe  ye 
atettappy  alfo  upofa  other  Accounts,*  becaufe 
this  ii  Tbank'wort^,  if  a  Man  for  Cdnfci-" 
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ence  towards  God^  endures'^  Griefs  fi^ff^^^^ 
wrongfullj\  and  if  when )e  do.well^and  fuffc^" 
for  ity  ye  take  '4t  patiently^  this  is  accept 
table  with  God.  And  thus  he  fliews  us 
thk  the  Motive  to  Well/doing  from  that 
Hftppinefs  it  will  procure  us,  liolds  even 
in  that  extraprdinary  Cafe,  when  it  does- 
nt*  feciure  us  ftotn  outward  Harm.  Now 
altho*  the  excepti^|^  of  the  Cafe  is  a  plaia 
Vinrficafion  of  the  Sincerity  of  the  Scrip- 
ture, yet  it  doth  not  of  it  felf  fbe^  how 
God's  permitting  this  Cafe  to  happen  Js  cbn* 
cbftfiftenf  with  the  Particular  Providence 
of  God  ov^  Righteous  Men,  meation'd  in 
the  Verfe  f<»egoing  the  Text,  That  the 
JE^es  of  the  hofd  aife  over  the  'Rijf^hteous^ 
and  his  Ears  afe  open  to  their  Vrayers.  Let 
u^  therefore  coftffder, 

2.  How  it  ftands  with  the  Wifdom  and 
Goodnefs  of  God's  Special  Providence  over 
Righteous  Men* 

Now  although  oui-  general  Belief  of  Pro- 
vidfehce,  Mid  of  God's  infinite  Wifdom  and'. 
Goodnefs,  is  fo  fttcMigiy  grounded,  that  we 
may  well  argue   as  to  thofe  Inftances  of 
\iki  Providence,    fhat  they  •  are  Wife  and' 
Good,  in  whidh  we  are  not  afete  to  difcern 
God's  particular- R!eafon  and  Counfel,  yet 
of  thfsCrffe  \i  i% ^y  no  means  hard  to  give; 
a-  reafpiiable  Account  proper  to  the  Cafe;- 

■'.:  •'  '     Theife^ 


Digitized 


by  Google 


4<?i  TbiriattitaLTe^^       ? Vpl.  H* 

There  ate  thy£e  Things. very  requifte  to 
the  propagatiBg  of  the  true  Gbriftian  Faith, 
atidProieflioii  in  the  World,  and  fot  the 
Good  (rf  the  CHttrch  :  \ 

I.  That  it  ibould  r^pr^fent  to  the  World : 
Jotne  extraordinary  Exafljplfcs  .«f  Virtue  and: 
Biety.  .  :.: :_ 

2w  That  it  (botild  be  rpwMg'd  froni  Hypo- 
crites, atid  Idol^  Ptofeflbrs* 

5t  That  the  middle  Soit:  ofChriiliaDs 
(kould  be  a^rakeo'd  ta  more  Diiigence  in 
WeU-doing. 

Now  thefe  Ends  ate-  sill  attained  by  jhe 
excepted  Gafe;,  and  this  gives  a  plain  Ac- 
count of  that  ancient  .Gbfervat(on;  Th^t  the 
Church  was  always  a  Gainer  itj  the  end  by* 
the  fierceft  Oppofition^  and  tfierefore  (hewf  x 
^Ifo  plainly  enough  the  Goodnefs-of  God's 
Kovidence,  and  hi^  efpecial  Gare  over  his 
Servants  ia  fuffering  it, 

I.  It  hath  prefented  the  World  with  ex* 
traordinaty-  Exampks  of  Virtue  and  Piety : 
,Bor  the  greateft  Height  of  Virtue  4s  tofuf* 
fer  for  Righteoufnefs  fake  with  Patience, 
and  Meeknefs,  and  Charity,  and  a  fteadjr 
Refolutioif.  ^   It   is  the  noblcft   Worfc.  oT 
JFaith  to  raife  the  Minds  of;  Meor  above 
this  World  i  above  the  Refeatn^ents^-ei'  In- 
juries and  Provocations;   above  the  lovp  of . 
Lifc^  and  fear  of  Death  :    And  tbereforc^ 
the  Examples  of  ^his  Virtue  and  Faith  69 
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mightily  prove  the  Divinity  of  that  Doc- 
trin  which  infpirfes  Men  with  fach  excel- 
lent Qpalities,  and  the  Reality  of  a  Di* 
vine  Prefence  and  Afliftance,  which  fupports 
them  under  the  hardeft  Tryals.  Now  the 
Sufferings  of  fuch  Men  are  fo  far  from  ar- 
guing that  they  are  neglefted  and  forfakeq 
by  the  Providence  of  God^  that  they  argue 
the  quite  contrary,  for  Godrais'd  them  up 
on  purpofe  tb  ihew  the  Po^er  of  his  Truth, 
and  the  Mightinefs  of  his  Grace  in  their  Ex- 
amples :  He  appointed  them  to  be  SpeBa- 
cles  to  the  Worla^  to  Angels^  atid  to  Men  for 
this  very  End,  and  therefore  he  endued 
them  with  noble  Spirits,  and  heroicalMinds, ' 
and  all  Qualities  tequifite  for  fuch  Tryals^ 
and  for  the  attaining  of  fuch  Ends^  '  In  the 
mean  time  their  SuiFdrings  wrought  out  foi; 
them  a  far  more  exceeding^  and  eterruil  WeigH 
of  Glory  5  and  in  that  Hope  they  rejoyced 
with  exceeding  great  Joy,  and  were  firenph^ 
ned  with  all  might  unto  all  LoM'fuffeHng^ 
with  Patience.  In.  truth  they  made  nothing 
of  what  they  fo  endured  :  Their  Suffer* 
ings  might  be  terrible  to  others,  but  they 
were  not  fo  to  themfelves,  but  very  pron- 
table  they  were  to  themfelves  au4  others  ^ 
to  themfelves,  for  the  iricfeafing  of  their  Re- 
ward, to  others,  by  recommending  that  Pro- 
feffion  to  the  World,  which  wa5  accompa- 
nied with  fo  Divine  a  Pov/er '^^and  in  truth^ 
H  h  the 
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tjie  Sufferings  of  the  ancient  Chriftians  made 
more  Converts  than  their  Miracles.  ^  And 
now  as  to  fqch  Men,  their  Cafe  under  Per- 
fecution  might  be  excepted  from  the  Rule 
of  the  Text,  but  with  very  good  Reafon, 
no  way  leffening  their  own  Happinefs,  nor 
bringing  God*s  tender  Providence  over  them 
m^o  the  leaft  qucftion,  God  having  appoint- 
ed them  for  a  peculiar  Tryal,  a  peculiar 
Virtue,  ancj  a  peculiar  Reward,  and  as  Sr. 
Paul  fpeaks,  Predeftinated  them  to  be  con- 
fcrm^d  to  the  Im^ge  of  his  San^    Rom.  8. 

i.  It  doth  atfo  conduce  to  the  Intereft 
©f  Cnriftianity,  that  Hypocrites,  and  all 
Men  that  are  Scandals  n>  their  Profeffion, 
fiipuld  be  thrown  oflF  from  the  Communion 
ef  the  Churc^i,  becayfe-  as  the  mighty  In- 
ftances  of  ^aith  and  Virtue  in  tbofe  that 
are  made  Spectacles  to  tlie  World,  by  fuf^ 
fering  for  their  Faith,  have  always  been 
for  the  Advantage  and  Glory  of  the  Church, 
lothe  jExamples  of  worldly  and  yipious  Meq, 
pretending  to  it,  do  on  the  other  hand  tend 
fo  Difgrace  it  :  But  as  Tryals  bring  the 
former  forth  to  do  worthily  for  the  Credit 
©f  Religion,  fo  they  fling  the  latter  o% 
that  they  by  their  unworthy  Behaviour 
€an  no  longer  Difgrace  it.  In  Times  of  Eafe 
and  Profperity,  and  when  all  forts  of  Peo- 
pk   profefs  the  true   Doctrine   of   Chrifi^ 
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fiwie  wili  do  it  for  Favour  and  Preferment, 
others  for  fear  of  theLaws,moft,becaufe  they 
are  rather  Hfcely  to  get  than  to  lofc  by  it  j 
and  tbeq  it  rarely  happens  but  there  will  be 
A  great  multitude  of  loofe  Hangers  on,  idle 
and  impertinent  Members  of  the  Chriftian 
Communion,  that  neither  receive  any  folid 
Benefit  from  the  Church,  nor  brin^  any 
Credit,  but  rather  foul  Difgrace  to  it,  by 
their  vicious  Minds  and  loofe  Liv^s.    But 
now  thefe  are  all  flung  off  a-courfe^  when 
Troubfife  arifeth  for  the  i^e  of  the  Gofp^l  j 
they  cannot  bear  the  Teft  of  Divine  Pro- 
vidence, and  away  they  go,  and  leave  the 
Church  a  more  Pure  Comn^ynion  for  want 
t>f  their  Company*    TheQofpel  is  for  the 
mod:  Part  a  Ifet  that  dra^  Fifhes  both  of 
good  and  bad  to  the  Sh^K  )  but  there  is  a 
Time  when  it  will  draw  the  Good  pnly- 
^Tis  a  Field  where  the  Tares  grow  with 
the  Wheat ^  but  fomatiiues  God  fees  fit  to 
cleanfe  the  Field  when  the  Tares  gpow  thiclp 
and  rank,  that  the  Wheat  may  not  be  cloak- 
ed with  them  :    And  it  i$  plain,  that  even 
that  Eflfea  of  thofe  Perfecations  the  Charc^i 
fiath  endurdi,  (hews  a  particular  Provid^n;^ 
over  it.  ^ 

3.  It  is  for  the  Intcr^  of  Chriftianity, 
that    the  Better  Sort  of    thpfe  th^t  Pro- 
fefs  it,    who  are  neither  as  Good   as  in 
all  realbn  they  Oiould  be,  qor  fp  bad  as 
H  h  2  thi 
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the  Hypocrites  and  mftre  formal  Ghriftiam, 
but  a  middle  Sort  of  Men  bet\)refeh  the 
Two,  that  thefe,  I  fay^^  ftlould  be  atlrafcen'd 
tp  a  greater  Diligence  in  walking  Worthy 
of  their  Profeffidn,  aftd  be  no  longer  Jfofi»- 
fuiy  hut  followers  of  them  nvho  thrmt^.Faith 
and  P(itience  hiherit  the  Promifes^  And 
this  always  hath  been  the  EfFeft:  o£  thdfe 
Sufferings,  wherewith  God  at  dny  time 
would  have  his  Churdl  tryed;:  The  tnote 
hty  and  I'eitifs  ha«^e  been  excited  ttj. a  bet- 
ter Peribfmance  of  their  EKity,  the^  (hook 
t>ff  their  Sluggilhnefs,  and  applied  theiT>- 
lefves-more  eartifeftfy  to  Repetatanpe^  more 
frequently  and  devoutiy  to-  their  Prayers, 
iBOre  freely  to^  Ahnfgiving  ^  the^fell  t« 
retrertch  their  Ldxuiry,  to  expel  their  iviJrld- 
ty  Thotights,  snd  t6  wean  thdmfelvcs  froqi 
tlie  Cares  artd  Pleafures  of  thisrLife  $  and 
over  tbefe  God  for  the  mbft  jtait  hath  cift 
a  fevoUrable  Shield  of  his  Providefioi  and 
l^rotieSlon,  that  th^y  cfcapcd  and  cwtlivy 
the  FuiV  of  their  Enemies^  andafine  like 
Gold  purified  out  of  th^  Furnace* 

Wow  if  this  Cafe  never  happeii'3  but  to 
glorify  the  Men  of  great  Minds,  .tod  to 
throw  off  loofe  and  fcandalous  Members^ 
and  to  purify  and  mfend  the  reft,  it  is  very 
plain,  that  this  Cafe  tnay  be.  excepted  out 
t)f  tho  Rule  nf  the  Text  without  any  Di- 
lAiiHttion  to  the  good  Providence  of  God^ 
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or  Jto!t?fae  motive  of  Ae  Text  to  follow  that 
iwhicb  is  Good  from  the  Security  it  will 
•bring  us. .  And  yet  after  all, 

3.  Good  Men  have  n6t  fufFer'd  more  un- 
der Pcrfecution,  than  their  Eniemies  have 
done  under  the  juft  Judgment  of  God  ^  , 
which  is  a  Gonfideration  the  rather  to  be 
meutionM,  bccaufe  St.  Pem  very  warmly 
profecuteth  it  in. the  next  Chapter  of  this 
Epiiflile,  where  a&er  he  had  required  them 
-to  jjejoyce   in  the  Happinefs  of  Suffering 
fox  the  Name  of  Chrijiy  he  tells  them  plain- 
ly, Verfcs  17,  1 8*     For  th  Time  is  come^ 
iays  he,  that  Judgment  tnuft  begin  ot  the 
Houfe  of  God  '^   and  if  it  firH  begin .  ttt  us^ 
what  jball  the  End  be   of  them   that ;  obej^ 
not  rthe  Go/pel  of  God  r    ^nd  if  the  Rioter 
4ms.Jcarcely  be  faved^  phere  jball  the  ifpr 
gpfiy  and  the  Sinner  apfie/fr  ?    In  :whiph 
,Woifds  St.  Pet^  dpth    D0t  .  ineao  lEfei^n^ 
tut  *  Temporal   Salvation:    And  what  l|e 
fotef^told  did  accordingly  come  to  pafs  y  Jfo? 
flsfor  the  fewsy  who  were, the  firft  Enemie^ 
of  the  Chriflian  Church,  let  .any  M»n^  cpmT 
fisfref  the  Sufferings  of  the  Cb?iuiao.  Ghyifch 
jmdcr  them  with  the  dregful  Dcftrui^io^ 
of  Jerufalewy  when  the  :^hriftian$  wej:ei^| 
(dS:aped  ^odt  of  it,  &nd  .:be  ifliaU  conf^fs  t^ 
Su.  Peter  was 'a  Prophet :-.  Apd  #ftef  the 
pifperfion  of  the„y««^f>  Jer  ja»yrMaO:Vgr§Vi 
^  H  h  J      ^     ^  in 
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in  the  Writings  6f  tbpfc  Times,  whether 
of  Htetfaens  w  Chriftiansl,  compare  the 
Sufferings  of  the  Qiriftians  unfder  the  Em< 
pii^  #ith  thofe  Calamitids  t6at  waftied  the 
Heathens,  the  Plagues,  the  Famines,  the  liv 
riiptions  of  barbarous  Nations,  the  interne 
Broils  and  Wars,  which  did  not  toudt  the 
Chriftians  in  comparifdn  td  what  their  &ie> 
mies  endured,  and  he.  ihall  confefs  that  St. 
Peter's  Prophecy  was  fulfiUM  in  thofe  Times 
alfo  •,  farther  I  ihall  not  go.  But  the  Coa> 
dition  of  this  World,  I  may  fay,  hathaU 
•ways  afforded  Ground  enough.  &r  that  Rule 
of  St.  Peter  in  this  Chapter,  Verfe  17,  b  it 
better  if  the  Will  ofGodbeJo^  tbatyefi^er 
for  PVetl-doiM^^  than  for  ^il-doiitg.  Since 
to  '^k  the  truth,  It  has  not  been  fo  modi 
the  gr^tnefs  of  the, Sufferings  of  Righte- 
ous Men,  that  has  made  them,  more  conQ>i- 
cuoiis  and  remafkable  in  the  Eyes  of  Men, 
than  the  Sufferings  <jf  their  Enemies  have 
been,  but  the  Excellency  of  the  Caufe  for 
which,  and  the  Excellency  of  the  Sphit  with 
t^-hich  they  fuffer'd. 

'  Arid  this  fhall  fuffice  for  the  Second  Ar- 
gument to  fjrove.  That  where  the  Virtue 
and  Pi«y  of  Gobd  Men  do  not  take  a. 
way  the  Will  from  others  to  hurt  them, 
it  yet  doth  itt  a  great  meafore  take  away 
from  them  the  Power,  and  that  by  putting 
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them  under  the  efpecial  Providence  of  Gody 
as  well  as  the  Prote<aion  of  the  Civil  Gq- 
%'eKiment ;  and  under  this  Head  I  was  to 
anfwcr  the  Objedion  that  arifeth  from  the 
Gife  of  Perfecirtion,  which  would  fo  natu^ 
taWy  fpiing  in  any  Man's  Mind,  that  if  I 
bad  not  confider'd  \t^  I  had  ^one  my  Work 
bttt  by  the  halves  5  And  I  am  fure  if  this 
Difficulty  be  removed^  it  remains  true,  thas 
Good  Men  are  teafoaably  fecute  by  Hu- 
vt^nt  Government,  and  by  Providence  froia 
being  hatm'd  by  other  Men^  even  when 
their  InnOf^ence  and  Virtue  doth  not  take 
a^vrajr  the  Will  to  hurt  th^is,  becaufe  it 
deprives  them  of  the  Power  ib  to  60^  iQOce 
than  any  other  Advantages  whattfoevep# 
The 

gd  Argument  was,  from  The  Incapacity 
infill  Mkn  to  barm  the  Righteous  in  thcip 
itft  andgreated  InteHJlsy  becaufe  they  canr 
not  fpoil  them  of  a  good  Mind,  and  a  gpod 
Confdence,  and  of  the  Favour  of  Godc^  and 
of  the   Hope  and  Expedation  of  Etevnsl 
Life  ^  for  whkh  reafon  our  Saviour  i>idg 
us  not  to  fear  them  that  can  kill  the  Body^ 
and  can  then  go  no  faribef^^  but  1 
that  can  dejiroy  Body  afid  Soul 
That  is,  to  be  afraicj  of  oflfendii^ 
lo^ng  his  Favour,  who  alone  c 
>f  our  Everlafting  State,  the 
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whereof  doth  infinitely  Outweigh  dll  the 
tranfitory  Pleafures  of  this  World  j  and  if 
we  Believe  and  Live  accordingly,  they  will 
alfo  be  Outweighed  thereby  in  our  Efteem 
and  AfFedion  ;  and  then  who  can  harm  us 
if  we'  be'  followers  of  that  winch  is  good  I 
Who,  unlefs  he  could  exclude  us  frotn  the 
Comforts  of  Refigion,  and  from  the  King- 
dom of  Heaven  ?  To  deal  truly,  I  cannot 
pofitively  fay,  that  St.  feter  meant  this 
kind  of  Security  from  Harm  in  the  Words 
of  the  Text  j  for  there  is  fo  much  Reafon, 
as  appears  from  what  I  have  faidin  thefe 
Diffcourfes,  for  a  Man  to  promife  hirafelf 
Security  from  outward  Harm,  if  he  will 
fdlhw  that  -which  is  good^  that  if  the  Text 
be  reftrained  to  That,  it  will  be  made  good 
by  that  Interpretation  :  But  the  Words 
themfelves  will  bear  a  farther  Meaning, 
^nd  a  Meaning  top  which  is  moft  certainly 
a  Truth,  That  no  Man  can  harm  a  righ- 
l^us  Perfon  without  his  own  Confent  in 
Things  that  are  of  greateft  Concern  to  him, 
iiiz,.  of  a  SpiritiiJii  and  EverlaftiiigConcern- 
»ment  ;  And  this  Meaning  they  will  bear 
becaufe  although  the  Virtues  of 
m*s  Mind,  and.  the  Expeftatioa 
Bleflednefs,  are  not 'the  Hap- 
thifr' World,  yet  they  give  a 
5reakft '  Satisfadionj   and   mske 
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him  more  Happy  in  this  World,  than  all 
other  Advantages  put  together  can  do  : 
Upon  which  Account,  a  Virtuous  Tem- 
per, and -a  Good  Confcience,  are  the  beft 
Means,  of  Happinefs  even  in  this  Life. 


)S!^Aftj$5';3^A;k$^A£;M  f  1$4^ 
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SERMON  XVIL 

The  Government  of  the 
Paflions. 


P  R  O  V.  XXV.  xxviii. 

Ht  that  hath  no  Rule  over  his  aim 
Spirit,  is  like  a  Citj  that  is  broken 
downy  and  without  Walls. 

>Y  a  Man's  own  Spirit  here,  which 
I  he  ought  to  rule,  is  meant  thofe  Af- 
_.  tions  wh^ewitb  we  VarrkJtffly  rcftm 
Things  without  us,  and  which  carry  us 
cither  to  or  from  them,  as  we  are  affed- 
cd ;  not  that  Divine  Principle  of  our  Na- 
tures, whereby  we  know  God,  and  are 
able  to  refleft  upon  our  felves.  It  is  true 
in  another  Proverb,  chap,  i8.  v.  14.  TAe 
Spirit  of  a  Man  will  fujiain  his  Infirmity^ 
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by  the  Spirit  6f  a  Man  is  tx)  be  under- 
ftood  the  Ruling  F*rinciple  in  him ;  but  in 
this,  by  the  Word  Sfirit  muft  be  meant 
that  which  is  to  be  ruled  in  Man,  to  wit, 
all  the  Papons  and  AfFedions  of  Human 
Nature,  both  Irajcible  and  Coftcufifcibhy  as 
Moraiifts  have  dMlinguifliM  them,  who 
have  reduced  them  all  to  thefe  two  Heads. 
Indeed  I  am  apt  to  think  that  in  this  Place 
we  arc  principally  to  underftand  Jnger;  pv 
in  fofbe  Places  it  is  fb  to  be  uflderftc^,  par- 
ticuUrly  in  one  Proi'erb  almoft  parallel  to 
this,  ch.  i6*  tu  J  2.  He  that  is  flaw  to  Jnger 
is  better  than  the  Mighty:  and  he  that  ruTeth 
his  Spirit^  than  he  that  taketh  a  City.  But 
yet  becaufe  the  Hehrew  Word  is 
elfewhere  ufed  for  other  Paffi-  |^- ^'f-  «• 
ons,  and  becaufe  the  realbn  of  PrA^Jplil! 
this  Saying  requires  that  it 
ftiould  be  more  generally  underftood,.we 
muft  not  underftand  the  Faflion  of  Anger, 
excluding  all  other  Paffions,  but  take  them, 
in  aHb,  that  being  true  (rfall  the  reft  which 
is  affirmed  of  this.  So  that  we  are  to  rule 
our  Lwe  and  Hatred^  our  T)eftre  and  Aver^ 
fation^  our  Sorrow  and  Joy^  our  Hope  and 
Fear,  our  Difdatn,  our  Mirth,  our  Indigna- 
tion ^  and  all  other  vehement  Emotions, 
which,  becaufe  both  Body  and  Mind  are 
aflfeded  with  them,  we  therefore  call  Pajft- 
ons  •,  and  for  that  reafon,  by  Faffton  fimply 
taken,  we  vulgarly  underftand  Angers  and 
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jlnger  is  foflietimcs  put  for  all  the  oth^^ 
rbecaufe  we  fpel  our  felres,  and  expofe  ber 
4bre  others  a  .more  violent  Agitation  of  the 
Spirits  uader  this,  than  commonly  we  do 
jUnder  the  rpft. 

I  do  not  think  it  at  all  needful  for  .my 
^urpofe  to  Gntpr  into  a  ftrid;  Difcourfp  con- 
cern^lg  the;  Nature  and  Difference  of  chefc 
Paflions ,  iecaufe  every  one  under/lands 
what  they  are  by  feeling  of  them ;  and  thts 
ferves  every  whit  as  well  as  Philofophic;^ 
potions  of  them,  to  make  a  Man  capable 
of  thofe  InftcuSions ,  whigh  fliew  him 
what  his  Djity  is  about  them ;  that  which 
is  to  be  coRfidered  is,  that  all  of  them  to* 
gether  make  lup  that  Part  of  our  N»itiire 
which  is^to  be  ruled. 

To  inftance  in  Particulars,  wheripin  a 
Man  may  fail  of  exercifing  a  due  Rule  over 
bis.  own  5f/V/V:  yA  Man  may  be  angry  with- 
out a  Caiif?,  ^hecmay  be  led  away  by  foolift^ 
pefires,rhe  may  love  Thiag^  that  are  for 
his  Harm,  he  may. hate  that  which  is  for 
his  Good^  he^a\%y  admire. and  doat  upon 
Xrifles)  hemajr  be  tormer^^ed  with  wain 
Eears,  he  JJWy  lay  to  Heart  fmall  Pifap- 
,and  refent Thi^gsfoolifbly and 
hiU/pA^n  Hurt,  .and  the  Hurt  of 
j^ndfthis  is  not  only  pofiiWe, 
isi  every  Day's  Experience,  and 
.fi^v4s  innumerable  Exanjples  pf 
^at  'is  tlijs  but  a  plain  Qonyi^i- 
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im^thtit  thife  Paffions  are  to  be  governed 
and  difciplm'dj.andthtt  a  ftrift  Hand  is  to 
b6  kept  over  them,  cfpeciaUy  fince  the  De- 
generacy of  Human  Nature  doth  fo  yifibly 
af  pear  in  the  general  Averfation  of  Men  to 
that  which  is  good,  and  tiieir  Pronenefe  to 
Evil?  For  this  (hews,  that  if  we  let  our 
IFaflions  alone,  and  take  no  Care  to  direct 
and  fBoderate  them,  to  fet  them  right,  and 
to  employ  them  as  they  ought  to  be  emr 
ployed,  •  they  will  run  out  where  they  ought 
not«  and  make  us  fooliih  and  miferable.  It 
as  a  very  fbttifh  Prcfumption  of  fpme  licen- 
tious' Men,  that  nothing  that  is  natural  is 
to  be  reft  rained;  6x  the  Paflions  of  Men 
are  fo,  and  yet  they  are  to  be,  governed, 
ai^  not  fuffercd  to  run  out  blio^ly  upoa 
€Very  Objed,  and  leaft  of  all  upon  thofe  to 
■wWch  our  corrupted  Natures  are  tlae  iQoft 
apt  to  carry  them. 

Wherefttt^  in  Purfoanc?  of  the  Defign  of 
the  Text,  I  i&ink  my  felf  obliged  tpdd 
three  Thin^. 

1.  To  d^fpourfe  concerning  the  Nature  <jf 
this  Duty  of  rulit^  ope*s  own  '^^iph  fliewr 
ifig  who  are  they  that  ^o  itt  and,  to  \yhon» 
(ttmt  Chara^er  juftly  belongs.  •   ■  ^ 

2.  That  we  may  difdiai^  our  .Duty  in 
(this  Kind,  I  am  to  reckon  ir^  fim^y  of  the 
manifold  Imonveniemes  of  negJeSUng  to  J9 
Jt,  which  do  arife  to  that  Man  who  hatb 
m  Rule  over  bis  awn ; Spirit,., wlpk  lying 
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open  and  expwM  tx>  a  great  deal  of  Mifthie^ 
is  re^efented  and  illuftraced  here  by  the 
Similitude  of  a  City  hr§ken  d9%my  and  voHlh 
MT  Walh.    And  therefore^ 

J.  That  we  may  fave  our  feives  from,  all 
ilich  Evil  and  Milchief^  I  am  to  lay  dovi^ 
DireHions  to  he  followed  in  order  to  our  ha- 
vin^  a  due  Rule  over  our  own  Sfirit^  and 
to  Slew  how  we  may  beft  attain  to  tins  Go- 
vernment of  our  fclves. 

And  when  I  have  treated  fuHy  on  thefe 
Particulars,  I  think  I  fball  have  fpoken  to  aU 
the  iPoints  which  the  Proverb  juftly  requires 
to  be  handled. 

I*  I  ffaall  begin  with  (aying  (bmecfai^ 
that  may  be  neceffary  for  Our  tnftrudion  in 
the  Nature  of  the  Duty  bf  ruling  ones  own 
Spirit.  That  which  is  to  rule  our  Ai^- 
ons  is  fuppofed  in  this  Proverb,  where  what 
is  rendred  from  the  Hebrew^  He  that  hatb 
no  Rule  over  his  own  Sfirity  is  in  the  Ver- 
fion  of  the  Septuagint,  U » f<t7£  M«f  ti  xeM^* 
He  that  doth  any  thing  without  Counfel^  Un^ 
derftanding  or  Reafony  for  (6  they  do  who 
are  governed  by  their  Pa(Rons,  and  have 
no  Rule  over  their  own  Spirit.  It  is  im* 
plied  then  in  this  Proverb,  that  God  hath 
given  OS  a  Principle  in  our  Nature,  by 
which  our  Paflions  are  to  be  governed,  and 
that  can  be  no  other  than  the  tJnderftand- 
ing  of  a  Man,  or  his  Reafon,  which  God 
hath  furnifhed  with  Power  and  Qualities, 
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to  direO:  and  goverivhis  inferior  Faculties; 
for  l>y  thfe  wc  are  able  to  compare  Good 
and  Evil,  and  the  Degrees  of  both  with  one 
another,  and  thereby  to  judgfe  what  is  wor- 
thy of  our  Love,  our  Hatred,  our  Anger, 
our  Joy  and  Sbrrow,  and  the  like,  and  in 
what  Meafure  alfo  they  are  worthy  to  en- 
gage our  Aff^aions ;  by  this  alio  we  have  a 
Senfe  of  God,  and  of  our  Duty  to  him,  aftd 
are  therefore  capable  of  keeping  within  the 
Bounds  of  Duty ;  by  this  we  are  informed 
what  natural  Religion  obliges  us  to,  and 
moreover  are  capable  of  underftanding 
what  God  hath  otherways  Ihewn  to  us, 
wliat  he  hath  required  of  us  in  the  DoSrino 
of  his  revealed  Word,  what  Rules  he  h^th 
given  us  there  to  obferve  in  the  Govern* 
ment  of  our  AfFe8:ions  and  Actions.  That 
therefore  by  which  a  Man  is  to  rule  his 
own  Spirit,  and^  to  govern  his  Paffions,  is 
his  Rcafon^  in  comparing  Good  and  Evil 
with  his  Senfe  of  God,  and  his  Confcfence 
of  Duty  to  him,  enlightned  with  the  Know- 
ledge of  all  the  Particulars  thereof  And 
fo  It  is  plain  that  to  govern  our  Paflions,  is 
to  order  and  ufe  them,  to  let  them  go,  or 
to  reftrain  and  keep  them  in,  as  Reafon  and 
the  Senfe  of  Duty  requires. 

It  was  a  very  odd  Notion  of  the  Paffions 
of  pur  Nature  in  the  general,  tli^t  they  are 
evil  in  tliemfelves :  that  is  far  from  beings 
true  J  for  there  is  a  moderate  Ufe  of  the 
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Pkiltons  allowai^e  about  the  Goods  of  For- 
tiuiei  as  they  ara  called,  the  Coaveniences 
of  our  Animal  j^ife,  and  the  contrary  Evils 
tliiereof),  and  that  becaufe  our  Happine^ 
doch  in  fome  meafure  depend  upon  thefe 
Tf^ings,  viz..  upon  Health  of  Body,  a  com- 
pereot  Livelitood,  Relatipnsi,  Friendfliips, 
and  the  like«    Arvd  therefore  io  much  De- 
iuie  of  thete  Things  is  rational,  as  is  need- 
ful to  procure  them,  fo  much  Joy  in  the 
PofTefHon  of  them,  as  is  nece0ary  to  retain 
them  all  honeft  Ways,  lb  much  Anger  at 
ihofe  that  invade  them,  as  is  necef&ry  to 
guard  them,  and  fo  much  Sorrow  at  the 
JUois  of  them,  as  will  put  us  upon  ajl  fie 
Endeavours  co  recover  them.    And  it  is 
plain  enough,  that  without  bciing  in  fome 
m9a.fure  moved  and  affefted  with   thef^ 
Things,  we  fhquld  take  no  manner  of  Care 
3(bojjt  them.    So  that  what  is  between  us 
aqd  thofe  Stoicks  of  old,  that  would  havq 
it  an  High  Point  of  Virtue  to  be  without 
a»y  Paihon  at  all,  with  regard  to  outward 
Things,  muft  be  refolved  at  laft  into  th^ : 
Whether  it  be  agreeable  to  Wifdom  to 
make  any  Proviflon  at  all  for  Health,  Safe- 
ty, a  Ljvclihood,  and  fuch  NecefiarJes  and 
Conveniences  of  Life  as  thefe  are ;  That  hi 
Whffthcr  thefe  Things  be  in  apy  degree 
^oodfor  us,  and  whether  the  Contraries  be 
m  any  degree  evil ;  For  then  to  be^n  fome 
trteafure  concerned  about  th^m  is  needfuls 
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It  may  therefore  be  ^fer:^^  of  that  SieS; 
of  PhUofophersy  that^  confequently  to  tfaeir 
Principles^  they  affirmed^  thac  even  Pain  k 
felf  was  not  evil;  which  wild  Fancy  df 
theirs  there  was  no  need  to  go  about  to 
confute,  becaufe  no  Argument  can  beplain*- 
er  than  that  which  is  taken  from  cbmfi^n 
Senfe.  I  cannot  frame  any  Notioh  of  ithe 
perfeft  Hap|»ners  of  a  wife  and  goodiMaVi 
in  a  (harp  Fit  of  the  Stone.  I  can.  weH 
enough  nnderftand)  that  taking  all. Itogc^ 
«tber,  his  good  ConfckncejT' and  his  ||opes 
of  a  better  life,  he  is  a  I^ppy  Man.:^  But 
I  cannot  conceive  tliat  he  is.  yet  &  tiapf^y, 
that .  nothing  Can  be  aaded  to  has  <good 
State,  becaufe  I  muft  make!h£s  Hop&iif  i 
better  Life  the  reafbn  why  he  is  Iulppy;^at 
all  in  this.  God  may  Wbrk  a  Mirack^^l 
Man  who  is  in  that  Condition,  that  is,'  h^ 
may  take  away  from  him  all  Senfe  of  Paiii^ 
and  then  tliere  is  no  occafion  for  Patience, 
nor  is  there  any  need  of  Virtue  to  moderate 
his  Paflion,  becaufe  there  is  none.  But  ict^ 
ting  Miracles  afide,  therct  will  be  Pain  tin^ 
der  the  natural  Caufes.of  Pain,  and  where 
there  is  Pain,  there  is  need  c^I^tience,  a^d 
where  there  is  need  of  ttott,  a  Man  is:  xk« 
fo  well  as  he  could  wifli  to  bs.  Sonle  Mo4 
I'alifts  have  caU'd  the  Paf&ons  PerturiafUns^ 
and  difparaged  them  by  that  ill  Title,  and 
tried  to  prove  that  they  are  unworthy  of  a: 
wife  Man*    But  I  am  Hire  that  if  I  were 
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JUponiilte  Rack^.I  niould  not  be  aihaimd 
:tft^i&  xtiy  Mf  Qffy^tfd  1  h^VQ  the  m&k 
Sm(M  oi  them:  all  would  have  beek  of  the 
i&me! JMSnd«  :/Afid.i¥herea&  the  reafixi  that 
» baiiicfaisen  gioin?  why ^  all  Paflbns  ai-c  i^e^r- 
^jM«6|7&ii/f7>istJu^:i4^  they  are  icoattary  to 
rfi^iK!^eafo%  i^^her  fit)m  thence,  that 
tVrhdlD  they  ^e  hoc  omtrzvf  to  Reafoiv  t^y 
iaft/inbccv?haita:bitt^4arc  taUed  1^  Per- 

lt8t?>4lioarj)  orpMi^'o.^ak,  Sins.  Tbere- 
^eiifWhsnllammPam  I  do  no  blan^able 
#hio^  Bieither:n;mrmQr  againfif  providence^ 
fl(&  env^  thpfe  fhat  are  iu  a  better  State^ 
,1^  :db  iatny:  thing  tlmt  is  diibonouarabie  to 
]Cso4  ^  iojufloukto^ my  Ngghtoir,  ray 
Jb^Sep^of  ihe^Bnl  is  aitqgetfaer  fituldefs ; 
lierfa^qH lit  anakqsime:  mope  devout  towards 
&f^  tind.icharitabk  ta  Maii^  aod  Jthen  I 
frtaydido  (better  :vfci£h Jt  than  I  fhoidd  have 
j^tid  without  it.  rJiM  fo  in.,aft  other  Occa* 
^nsiaM  .Mastebri  of  Ptafiion,  k"  there  be 
diEea(Daafe  fi)Diir^*  athd  d  )uft  Ufeix^de  of  kt 
anidl  t&e  right  <£hd  attaim^  by  it^  here  is 
r^c  R^aiohliiw  my^fide  ia  erery  II&  and 
Eooebeiflb^of  (ncUH^mn,  that  is^  f>  iong  as 
bif  J\^&diCHi&  ftri4^  Hea&m  tempered  and 
mochsrated  is  PiiQpootioin  to  die  Caufe  that 
satdrally  ^xciMS  ^ii^itu 
Ntw  the  GtoveriMnent  oif  the  P^oib 

and  in  Pf^farbiotmgtf^tm  Pa  the  0jt>it  ^say 
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t(te;EvU  tre  fhouW  bat^,  nor,  )ik^  tte  GQft4» 
we:  fliouM  fctoe..  We  mult.  QPt  reJQJPp  *t. 
Paflkges  thatlhodid  be  r^f^Btfi^.'Wilfii^XK^ 
ooc  delight  iwTbin^  thpn  WQ-  ifeQnl4  *!?« 
hdci  as  ia  9lldfe<nw  DKfio^di  .jnjj^flveof© 
aoti  .Ccue%^  -in ;  UJw4?a«Jo«(^,  fs^  "Q^h^yhv 
diery,  npr.  te.  angry  a^  Ttfiflg!^  'if  hjB^^id^ 
jfieiihoyld  fce.pttfcd,  J*?  ^t::f^:C<^^nQ^\^ 
aiid^inudfci^.ami  kifitJl  ^Rtepifoofj:  .?a4  :fh» 
tike.i .  Godj  Itad  ae v«i?  Qn4iwi  VSi  ^itfe  tiwb 
Paffions  o£  l4>te  »Bd  H^tre4;'fil«>B9  sin^ 
Fdan,  Difdkiti,.An^j0K  ^  Spflnow,  .|| 
(bene  Thkigs.'^terci  ipn  t(h.  ^  tovfcft  Qt^§i|% 
Iktedby  us,  ibmq  bP][>fid;  rpine(%|-4d^  fqmi^ 
difibuiod;  itthet;^  ^»rQre  Apt  fogiq  g9P^ 
C^u^  of  Anger,  fpoie  t^ue  QcfaQops.  g| 
|0$c,  fome  IicaJ)n  aM  liTfe  pf  SpTFPW. .  Biiti 
that  ^ich(t|y:epwet:ejn<8jrv  oif  |J|9^  ?%^' 
Ofls  nec^airqs  is,  tJMii  Re^^  &PVil4  piac^ 
them  iHl  upoa  tbdr  Prpp^  Obj«^*  4ifti«n 
gltifliingbetmreeixtlie^Qpof],  aii4  w^ba,t  &he]^ 
ihould  carry  us  tc^Oa  Qh.«  Pne  0ii^9)  and  cb$ 
Bvti  &pm  whiebi  tbey  fluould  carry  us  pn 

a.  Our  A(&£tip09  imiil  be  Cmmeftfiirat^ 
to-  tloe  Ol^ett-Kfon.  vtbifh  they  tip  «ngfi%edt 
We  raufls  proftsutft  the.  tai^ft  Tbiflgs  and  th» 
greateft  Gopd  wiih  the  ftrongeft  Aflfe^ions, 
Sftiddle  and  fecondary  good  Things  with  a 
I  i  2  moderate 
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moderate,  artd  the  teaft  aad  toweft  of  all 
with  the  lea^  ^ffion,  or  next  to  none  at 
i».  We  wfuStfeekfirft  the  Kjngilm  ef  Godi 
i»d  tbe  Righte^fnefs  thereof.  We  mtiA 
ii^  fear  thewi  that  can  kill  the  Body  only, 
id  COiB|iari(on  of  hins  who  can  deftvoy  both 
Body  and  Soul  in  Hell  Fire,  We  muft  lof  e 
6()a  above  all  Hiings;  we  muft  prefer  pui> 
Ikk  before  private  Good;  we  muft  neveE 
be  angry  bevond  the  Cavife  given,  nor  i%» 
ienc  an  AfRidiioR  bevond  the  Weight  of  it^ 
eonfidering  ^1  Excuies-  that  may  be  adntiit-< 
e^  in  the  former  Cafe,  and  all  Comforts 
4nd  Mit^ations  that  may- te  produced  in 
^he  latter,  not  allowtng  cftir<  (elves  to  be 
sreat^y  Crajifported  by  any  Matter  of  Worid« 
\  Joy,  nor-  quite  deje^ed  with  any  Caufi 
wiWch  SofroW^.  The  ptuticufer  InftaDces 
(tf  thde  Things  are  as  iofyii^as  tlic  Pa^« 
ges  of  our  ^ftily  -Converfatioo;  and  there^ 
fore  it  wiB  be  lufficient  tcv  apply  a  general 
Ruie  ta  particular  varicMis  Ca(esr  and  to  fee 
that  we  ufeoor  Reafon  and  a  well  inftrud:' 
ed  Conscience  for  the- Government  of  the 
Paflbns  in  all  thofe  Ca(es»  . 

And  there  are  ewo^  Tilings,  wbicb  nauft 
neceflarily  be  fuppofed  of  every  Man,  who 
may  be  truljr  teid  to  ride  bit  own  Spirit^ 
without  >vhich  he  cannot  be  one  of  that 
Cbarader^  and  they  are  both  contained  in 
the  Text* 
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; .  One  is,  Jiivmuft  have  aVr  InVrFaflions  ibi^ 
dcr^RuIe.    Thfe  r     -'  ■     i       -i 

Other  is,  he  nuift  have  aH  halntml  Power 
taTule  themiaBi.  ;  :    ,      ;  ;.. 

':   I.  The  ruling  of  one*«  Spirit  doch  fuppofe 
and  reouke  the  Ruieof  ^/  our  Pailions;  .  I 
have  obfervfld,  that  tho'hy  aMin's  S^rit 
which  Ije-fhould  rule,  Angtr  tra.yht  more 
^rticuiarlym0ant,yet  all  the  Human  j^flions 
arc  included  tn  it.    I  £iy  then  .we  mbfl:  mo- 
derate and  govern  all  the  Paflkms,  I  mead 
the  Merry  and  ChearfulPafllons,  as.weU.ai 
the  Sorrowing .  and  Angry,  oioes,  that)iibe 
Mind  may  not  he  too  much  depr^ed  invSi 
thc'Iatno-;- nor  fooliflily  elevated/and  trim 
^rted  with  the  former,  'bur  that  a  fort; of 
Evennefs  and  :TrahquiUity  may  be.  kept  be< 
twixt  both.    The  reafoQJwliy-l'exprefly; 
npte  this  is^'liecaufe  we  afre  apt  to  charge 
411  tlie  Inoonvehiences  of  «Dr  Mature  Dpoii> 
Sorrow  and  Feari,  ^nd  the  Angry  Paffions^ 
thtf  thefe  Ik  ag  flecef&ry  fiw^  the  Welfare  oip 
a  Maa  as  the  reft-y  being  denned  to  guaircb 
us  agaihft'Evil,  and  to  recover  us  out  o£  at. 
But  we  are. apt' to  think -thefe  are  not  fc^ 
convenient  as  the  Plea&nt  Aflfe^ohs  a?^; 
and  as  we  lay  th^  ImpedStdion  of  ow  ^)ik 
tare  to  themj  ib  we  charge  a^  tb«!>  Bviludf 
curt  lives  upon  Di&ppointmenc,lofre5»aai|> 
Adverfity,  and  fuch  Contingences'as  do  b^ 
cite  the  painful  AflPedions.    But  to  fay  is\» 
Troth,  our.  Minds  are  as  much  diicompo- 
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fed^  4nfi) ^dSr iSltsUe  k'tsvetynAdt  as  niikch 
prejudiced  by  the  other,  and  t»*e  are  in  dai*- 
TCT.of  beitig  l6d^(ide  intoiraih  and  fbdUfli 
Paflion  by  the  Pleafures  o{tWs  Life,  as  vrtSi 
afc  ^.  the  fi&vm  rinA  Grievsndes  of  it ;  and 
be  tfatt  icalnoordift  a  Tethptatioa  to  GiiM 
andbcildlh'^PJ^iireis^  >hdth'as  itttle  lUAt 
Cftferiihit'oiimiSpirit^  as  he  that  aanilot  bear 
aaiUgKdiomi^ith^aoe&iidGonJfiirr.  Ad^ 
veofiqr  baiqwns  toia  Man,  and  he  is  ovttrea« 
ken:  iwith  inaMnoderate  Gticft  und  we  pii^ 
ludi^  bat  if  .^[Hdtte^)  )upoh  fdme  good  Voft* 
fidoe  ittet  hdadsimttf  .gtows  iaeo/ftn  unrear' 
finabiB/^ysijind  cannot  held  im  hk  Weak* 
ncfiv  thitipbtiiiiy  itnuibphs more  than  there 
is-Gaiife  fori;  weldp  but  liaugh  At  Mm,  aixi 
take  4iiiht}ft)naqpitiiiai  Felto\^,;and  let  iMm 
aiianr/a  Ma«lhappy  in 'liifnfblf,  tbo'iridicaP 
kwffrto  lotbe^  ii^hepeas  "wv  (hei^  iud{^ 
Whprwifeioli,'  bfaacithtn|^  Itnceiic  Is  an  ill 
Bnfine£l'toi|)sV)e'tHc  Me£^o0&  lboKlhiyieD> 
gaged  »q^  tRaiiial  'PUjaTunes^  torf)e  vtidvif 
drttt}  Jurc^tBcnlf  %o  be  diHepted ;  frooi  %be 
chi^&  <Gio«>4  ancl  to  be  atteSaitd  ireoi 
Wii  as  'evci^  obe  ^is^  i9fb&  v)ioieDtJjf  rarfixls 
"SocldAy  Pleafttrca^  and 'CMlnot  reftrain.-h& 
ifStdiaias  (sfagMit^tkeni.  Md  dievefcre  we 
QHifl:/tthe:  i«s  girest-Qlre  )to  ^and  imr  icives 
4ga«nft  nodfulr^DcMfiite,  andcextrvragaittjcf 
a«td  (Mifxhi,  and  ifeoh%  Mbpc^  and  PfiAo. 
and  Pnefampth)!!,  .andisiftjJvBx^eSkatioo,  as 
aptfVift  4ilitnOdQrate;A3igeF;  i^^,  and  Gtie€i 
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The  Truth  K  we  aw  mth^  moiji'a^itb 
be  betrayed  into  ^iH  and^  deprived  bf' the 
FavQiif  ofKibd  and  a  good"  ConlbielieJ^4>jr 
the  fbrmer  than  by  the  tatter;  ^)6fid6fi'^tyt( 
chat  every  Man  is  in  dangei*  of  faHilig'iiiiq 
the  Bxcefe  of  the  Bitt^  i^d  PaiD^l<PgtH0ii«^ 
who  indulges  himielT  ^itfaotat  ReMyt  ii 
rile  Brisk  and  Jovial  onw,  ho  J^<^''<»'l' 
gyvem  thofe  wwn  Occafion  is  given,  'thjft  k 
Hot  able  to  moderate  tlWfe  under  Tfeifl^* 
tion  to  Intemperance;  therefore  BFthfa 
reafon  the^e  Qiould  be  asiAuch  G^Yf  td 
moderate  them  as  the  other.   If  ve  W<ilil4 
confcis  the  true  reafoft  "wfiy  we  are  %'a'Ay 
rime  overtafen  wirii  immpderitfe  J'iar,  W 
Sorrow,  or  Anger,  wifli  Fiidtting  and  ^*w- 
tim  of  Spirit,  when  "niingsdo  'not  g().'ast 
we  would  have  them,  W6  mtlft  needs  ^V; 
that  it  was  becaufe  we, -were  too  yioJetttlJ^ 
aflfeaed,  and  concerned;  -knd  9digh^^  Itf 
AoTe  Worldly  Advantages  oifTP!qafdre>;  '^i 
I^fs  whereof  we  are  novir  fokffllEled'wiifttf 
And  hence  it  oomes  to  pafe,  that  they  wW 
indulge  in  PIcafures  are  of  afl  meft  unable 
W  bear  HardQiips,  that  they  who  are  m(0 
greedy  of  WeaWi,  and'  h&afi  ibeffrfthe'i-iH 
tiit  MuUitnde  if  their  JRiches,  are  moft'nilcp 
ved  with  Grief  when  they  lofe  them.  Nay^ 
when  Mcii  arc  ofcd  to  much  Proj^nfty,' 
and  have  enjoyed  it  without  any  R^J^rarnt 
upoii  their  Affeftions,  one-  would  be-;  afha- 
med  to  hear  how  they  witt  complaih  of  a 
I  i  4  fma« 
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631^  Mi&dveiKQw;  h,  wpuld  make  a  wife 
MtA'fick  to  l)ear,.iW^t:  they  will  call  an 
44B/$liW'r,  tO;lje  fo^^       will  make  him 
)8Ml4fin^l^^V^^y?!         they  feet,  and  are 
'^  ippg^r  upon  any  little  Pro* 
\(^  ^ther  crpls  Accident. 
.n4  iLuxury  have  ina^^ 
lOd  queruloDs;  and  there* 
y  little  9S  wefl  as  great, 
ipn^ .  Grief  and  Defpair^ 
olutely  as  Pride  and  Self* 
tand  vain  Tranfport^  did 
y.  . ,  Therefore  to  rule  our 
e  them  all ;.  for  tho(e  that 
^tcavagant^^becauie  they 
betray  us  mto  the  Power 
are  not  ib  willing  to  fuSer 
e  Man  that  hath  the  Rule 
iiy  who  is  as  far  from  be- 
ll die  feiolifh  Hopes  of  tXit 
)eing  difcouragea  with  the 
irs  thereof^  who  neither 
iiorij  nor  is  puffed  up  with 
is  not  only  iecure  from  be- 
grievous  Anger,  and  torn 
id  l^tk'^y^  but  moreover  is 
Lu{]:,  nor  lifte4  up  with 
^rjd^  nor  eftranged  from  God  Ijy  jthe  Ido- 
latry 0^  Covptoufne^,  and  the  bevficching 
i|^ej6f fenfu^lPlcafo^  -W   ' 

2.  The  Other  thing  which  the  ri|Ung  of 
Qn^%  Spirit  iiippol^s,  js  an  l^aiituaT  Jbilitji 
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t^,  gt^trp  all  our  ^ajjlonsi .  Tliis  is  moft 
^id^tljr  implied  la  the  Text.  He  that 
bdf^P:Pc^  Rule  over. his  own^firit.  fays  the 
^^jfeJSdan,  is  like. 4  City  that  is  hoken  down^ 
^.^thput  Walls.  Therefore  on  the  con- 
tT^\  ;he  th^tdoth  rule  his  own  Spirit  is 
li^fa  ftrong^Cityj  that  neither  Ues  open  to 
the  Enemy,  but  is!  ever  well  walled,  forti- 
iy!d  and  garrifonM ;  which  plainly  fuppofes 
that  Jie  who  rules  his  own  Spirit  hath  his 
{fa^ons  under  an  habitual  Governance,  and 
IS  eVer  in  a  great  meafure  iafe  from  the 
Power  of  them ;  and  this  habitual  and  fet- 
tled Dominion  over  one^s  &lf  is  bed  feea 
luxui  Temptation  to  Exceis.  Is  »  Man  at 
all  times  well  provided  agfiinft  defiring  in^ 
fatii^bly,  and  grievinjg  immoderately,  ami 
being  angry  unreafonably,  or  being  any 
pi^er  ways  difturbed  ?  Otberwife  Can  he  be 
laid  to  gpvern  his  Paflions  whois  now  in  an. 
even  Temper,  but  is  fure  to  be  ruflled  into 
a  Storni  upcm  the  next  Provocation?  Or 
rather  is  not  hfr  only  the  Man  of  Temper 
aind  Moderation/ who  isj;)repared  agamit 
all  Accidents,  and  armed  againft  all  Temp«^ 
tations  by  long  Confideration^  much  Rdb- 
lution,  and  sreat  Kxperiehce  of  himfelf  ? 
The  Trancjuillity  of  a  wife  and  good  Man 
is  like  the  unnu)vable  Steddinefs  of  a  Rock, 
which  holds  its  Place  tho'  never  fo  boiftrous 
and  viplent  Waves  beat.a^inft  jt«  But  all 
the  Cpm^fednefs  of  luttful  and  wicked 
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ij<>0       "9^  Mffchifs  vf    VblH. 

Men  is'rK^ftig bettei^thajji  theCalmheftof 
tixe  Sea,  whfe^thtjl*  k  'be  M^t  prelttrt,  » 
c*rtaini|^,tempdhious  mx5h  flie  next.StQ^ 
that  anTes.  Aod  thereRJre;  Ae  Pfftpjiet 
i)^/?Z>  ufe^'^'Aefame  Kwd'of  SmiStiide 
t^ith  tliat  iri-tlip  Text,  tb'rA»j«fent  thc'On'r 
<Il!^iettle^s  df  M  Wicked,  'M  att  ht  fitMtt 
myiftg  Rtj'le  j^o\»Er  their  own  Spiftt  5  to 
ftetn,  /<7/fJb  tJ#i,  It*^'?'  fejfo*  Peace,  Poi* 
dte  Scrit)tar&  m  that  fhpe  tl^antljT  -com- 
ij^resthe^Stattebf  ftrch  Men  torae  ra^igt)f 
die  Sea,  te^ifzJ  it  camot  f^,  ns^eft  Wdttfi 
^  'up  Mht  and  Dirty  Ifei.  57.  so,  21. 
I*rat  diit  Ae  Sea  always  ta^  trat  it  is 
afhvays  i^y  to  be^  trobWtd  and  r*ge, 
V^ienevet-  ilieie  tiappen^  i  Stbi^ffl.  €ven  fo 
feere,  to  trfe  die  Compariftift  th  thk  ^ht- 
wfb,  tho*  Aere  is  hti  fih^yjuft  uti^ 
afibually  centring,  yet  die  Wa^i  febrofeen  to 
M  hbn  iri  at  What  dirie'  fopverhe  comes. 
Afld  diiii  'it  ii'with  eWy  one  that  hMhyo 
Btiile  otrer  }Sis  iti^  Spirit,  '^crefore  the 
true  Goverhment  of  one*s  fttffions  is  what 
rtitift  he.  fiip^fod  to  he  conftant  and  ha- 
bftwal. 

:  Havf/g:*Iii<l  Vhas  much-  oonceming  the 
^ttty  in  thfe'fext,  I  am  in  die 

tnti  plaoe';to  peifuade  Men  thereto,  by 
ritc<it»nlitl£rkteii  of  the  treat  anJtmnifold 
JntiimeM^ch  md  "liii^iiefi  -^^  that 
Man  "fies  "^n  "to  who  n^gfefts  to  db  tc 
thcTrurii-fe,  ttie  thief  PumttjfWiiaom  in 

com- 
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oa>rtnmott  Life,  aad  I  vai^  tid<J,  of  RefegteA 
suid  ViPRift,  Wtrich  fe  thfe  feSgheft  mtObml 
oonfifts  ^  tbe'QoVernnWnt'efthe  Papons- 
fer  God  h»h  f>lati«0d  tlMsriii  ih  ^uc  Namre 
to  mtike  IK  fitirfae  'tlidt  >«^idiiis^odd,  and 
tb'Hf  Ipotti  that  ^tich  i$  '6t^il;  ^hkh  (hevr^ 
hour  ii«iK)h  itltf'our  Diii¥^  Wd  Our  Iftt^'fdft 
to  life  them  i^ht ;  fof  %4«d*  tji^  are  given 
iiSJtbridiTy  4)!s  ifhdiia  &rft-'td€(!>Dd,  ydt  Hhey 
will  «ett  ido  it  t0f  thetfffeivie«,  itvitiyoui!  'dtae 
biredicm  aiid  <*ov«rmyi«t)t  bf  aft  lifghei' 
I^hdtde  wJthln'iK,  knd  very  often  they 
tarry-^us  #o»i  Cdod  leo  fii^il  ^i!-  wttnt  of  <th^t 
Qovsraiikfem;;  and  when  ehif  do  lb,  t^y 
let  ib  '^ftthofe  iN^hi^  upon  ns,  which 
tiny  were  dciigbed  >«&  j^et^ent  V  and  ^ioi* 
they  were  given  to  be  ItiftrWftelits  of  oar 
Happiaefs^  they  prme  the  Means  of  %rllhg>- 
idg  an  the  Nfifeides  a^A  m  m  which  Ouf 
Nature  k  £»Ute';  '^d  >tha!t  fe  what  the'^ifi^ 
Man  citegantly  leatpreifes  in  ihdfe  Wdrdis,  W 

a  City  tim  iiht>hg»  'dvootf^,  avi  'W^hbiU;' 
Wa&s,  ^w.  juft  fe  ^  MiHi'lilkat  lisAh  »d- 
Rnle  <ovier  hb  own  ^ifit  JB  ej^fidfi^d  «d^fl; 
nainior  of:4BviI,  whiah  ibeJAg  diily  w«l^^' 
ed;  cannot  i)Qt  ^t  us  upbn  the  StiUdy  "OP 
goeeiilniiie  «iQr  jy^dns^  £>  «atich  n^te^«d 
by>iii6ft  Men,  ]|siif«bey>thought  their  tifl)i- 
0»e&lay  uiQefting'thettiJoofe,  wichotft  a'ny 
fudgtneiltyWJthetit 'Check  or  Heftfamt,  m- 
«f  i^Iifi^  itiiem  &s  the^  ooght  to  do. 

For 
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I^or  t^  tb?  ?4^ons  wbkb  att  not  evil  in 
themfelves,  «s  C^iQCi  have  tielil  them  to  be; 
are  tfaerefpre  w^juk.  their  ^WA' Nature  our 
]BMmies»  ycjt  tf; wr?  rute'tl^ia iiiot,  we 
rwke:t' 

VQU!S.t( 

rooft  0 
frpjn  t 

them  witt)ii).,fio  BcMinds.  ftor  hence  are  tlie 
f  anions;  aiKjf.psifcsgir^s,  therlmt>iacable  Ha« 
ire4.the  mortal  iRcveoges;  tbecWai^  and 
Fightings;,.:^!^^;  all :  the/  Miferies  ol*  Society 
t^.  Mea  CAii  I  bridg  iato.  It*    Botft  vobemi 
came  Wars  ^nd  .B^Mt^s?:Svf$  St?  Jameii 
CoM^e  tbeymfp  bftice,  e^ef$\  pfjMfnj.  Ui/h; 
that,  war  Jn  tbeir..  Members?.  Ja^es  4.  i; 
ixrbere  the  4pOiftiie  fpealcs  (^  the  origioaC 
Qt^fe  of  Waf,  (^  that  fide,  wh^  is  unjuft-' 
ij^vengaged  in  it;  but  I  ihali  confine  m/ 
ielf  to  thofe  Mi^chie&  o£  i]iigQ«em*d  Paflioo, 
to  which  private  Perfon^  do'tlterd>y  expofe. 
fihi9n)relv^f  ji;I»ey.ac^  ib  mafijii  tibU:  it  may. 
be  dilpcult  €o/a$k;(hem  nvvartjficial  Ordef^ 
but  hQ>^eveis  |:ih»)l  fpeak  oftfiiBdi  in,  Ibmet 
Kind  of  M^tfi^od*  fit  is  certath  the  v^tf' 
^Kjcefs  pjf  ^aOioQs  about  the  Good^or  lUMXf) 
this  Life,  r^ai  or  imaginary,  ,i&>^  fcif:-ani 
Uheafinefs,  and  very  often  a  Txirmenc  to: 
the  Mind. .  Luftful  D^fires,:  tfae.-Fariptif-j. 
nef§  of  Anger,  the  (harp  Refentitioitof  I0-: 
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jiiriies,  inelaacho&y  iMs^tsAty  'Ambitioa< 
and  EnvVj  are  themfelves  frettiog  anici  vex-i 
'w%  C^alkks;^ ,chey  are-to, ttie  Soai  wbao 
^e  Scraingury):  Stone,  or  the'  moft  iharp 
and  pjainftil:  Difeafes  are  to  the  Body  j  nay, 
Ghey. have  ho  little  Influ^ce  Ufion  ttM^  out^ 
ward  Mai),  they  fbake  the  Cooftttution  of 
the  Body^.they  wafte  the  Flefh,  fpwrtjio 
Blood,  poilCHX  the  Spirits,  and  fo  do  impair 
the  Healthy,  and-  bring  pa  .Difea&Sj.ianci 
iborten  a  Man*s.Xife.  And  a»  uogoverocd: 
Aflfeaions  a:i:e..ui!ieafy>  J^r^.tO-Mind  aiJd' 
Body,  which  a  Man  linds  .ctu^  of  JUoi&lf 
when  alooe  si  his;  Retweeaeitt$»  fi>  ithejR 
deftroy  the  external  Pes^-lvi«hother^  and 
ire  the  Banc  of  Coaveffatiioni)  fiich  Dnififlyi 
are  the  Piaflions  (^  the.kafciblis  fbrL:  ..Tte 
Man  that  hath  nd  Rulf  ever  hi&Qvtm  Spirits 
is  apt  to  reifent  Inj^iri^  and  reveege  thmi 
to  the  Qtinqflr,  ajid  is<  bisHt  to  make  hia 
Enemy  trfecovcniUe,l»y  doing,  him  afl  liici 
Miichief  hie:  cfiav  himtelf.is.  apt  uponrtlw 
finalleft  Matters  to  fly.  out  ia  uiibeoonn^ 
Heats,  to.prpvplce  other  Men,  to  raifetheib 
Anger^  aitd  to  engage  Hheir  Faffions  aind 
Intereft  againft  bimfelf,  and  often  bt  isi 
forced  to  enter  in^o  hazardous  Ddaate^and 
Contentions;  tei  the  Ruin  of  his  i^rtune,  ae 
leaft  of  his^iit  and  R^pofe  in  the  World ; 
he  plungedt  himfelf  into  Qparrels  be&re  hd 
is  aware,  before  he  hath  conivkred  what  is 
fie  to  b&  dqne  j  and  if  he  chances  to  take  the 
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wramg  Side,  'h«  >ttie»  con&leM^-  efpoafittht 
k ;  andr  havJiig  one«  ^tvto/hitakWtm  maHi« 
Quti !(  Caufe  en  arQae^iitny  tl}a?  the  Qpe  b» 

QKbttf  b<$  never  fb-  i^lfe,  he  tbin^  hip&lf 
lMMiM(^k  Iib{iOa&'t<>g(»tbro''witiiie,  till  ac 
feUV  ge  comes  hi»tifeit  eo  bo^e.Tihiiigs  io^ 
evedibfe/  or  tb'  ttfJiik  th*t  hd'^cgn  fo^ify 
'SMpgs  tha&ai^'nvsfi  inexxufafedib; rp4^»  ha 
fei«n«tifiies  untttfy  .lo^heili'  cjf  Zw>i  flxmr  iibiH 
Jhaiit;  aiii#  maiiteis  tAem>  again  uaeaf^p  ta  htaa^ 
while 'hiS'A^dli  ti$(fecl  widi  kuindjeaift 
Btttiitfii)^  (M*  feoil^  with  Anger  ^  be>iife(vec& 
aiui  froward  m»  Ms^  neareft  ^eladoosv  ^ 
^mi  |»teafed  ivivh  4iiy  thkig  vhey  &y>  or  do, 
gUMfcUly  difj^car^  witili^v^by  harmlefi  and 
■nofenmne  FkiTages,  whisb^  oiachesL  them 
Fr&\j((kt<di}ers  t(XH  tin  thei^Baflibas.  are  ft 
wii^a^  iur  one  anqihcp,  that  afi  Knf)n£& 
kfeAy  oncl  hisl.tft  ii(>aS'«ineaiy^arHomc  as 
it!  is  Abfoad.,  Aiid  to  g&  on  a  iittk  iandiet 
wioh^Rifh  aonefsClurad^;  his  Paflion^^ 
Widteno»R«I^  aret^.oftoi  nafinaftHin* 
dnmce  40  hii9  ittim  nece^iy  ^JE&ihsiaaA 
BafineA,  tb&y  vender  hit»  inoa^aUe  of  nfiog 
his  bel^  Reafon  to  coaMt  few  iMgiTel^  dw"^ 
doadhk-  Uad^spftianding^  and!  keep-  him 
ttnm  difeerniog  what  is  hi&  I»1V  Waif  tohtd 
£tid;  they  make  him  unabk^  to  confides 
dotp  what  ou^  ftx  be  dbne^  and:  ^  cpm^ 
Biaiily<€hey  pcompc  him  ficKeljr  tQ  A^on) 
chev  madic  luai  raiband  heady-iahia-Coua* 
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fid%  Jind  fanjiratd  lo  he  dong,  ildicn  he  ilssft 
knov«;wiMt  is  .proper  ccriie  ,<)Qiie;  and  as 
jdi«r  put  hiiii\ouc  of  Temper  tacoaftdJer 
weH  for  bintfeir:,:  fbi  tfaty  fektom  iixfer  him. 
tiy.takQ  Advice; fiiott  odiers,.  wlib^  if  nfccy 
ghie  him  gbtbd-Oxiiii^l,  do  ooinnuDol);  tfaerd- 
^Mi&vdifefk  him^iiit  wliat  ia  hk  Hea£  be  i^ 
flDBSltaverre^  £rofloi  ifialIo>sdiigv  a'^  hostr 
Aioiild:«gQi/ar&|li«ichaMan,  CQW.hf(>ti.bife 
f^donds  aremaftly;  ufeie^  A<»d:bis  Eoeonkk 
fjangai^us?  lAsito  ihefocmer^.whcn'hetliath 
OQ.Wifikm  cfliis  qwa  toh^  tkioDTcnf  vidt- 
«V;,he  is  ]e^{cat»ble  ofiidiCL  BtiieBi  tuf 
du^rs;^  iiay,Jie  (xiotiqtiai^jdiibbl^th,  chenv 
he^hiaketh  them  ivie^fy  of  ihtiii,'ai»d  perlutps 
ftt  jeogth  he^uttsrijt  lotedt  them;  aodttktiM 
Utter,  he.  fiVeGhj  the  .greaReQi  (Ajjutma^ 
tigajf^  hkn&il^f.hQ.laysJiinire^  (Q|Mn.^.a8 
their  Defigps,  jie  fomiChes  tteemLnfaidi  Q(>4 
portunitics  taimrt:  htm.  iii  i^s,Bftatc»  ift  bl! 
Pflcion,  aad.ia  hi&.good  Nakptv  ai^^  in  «tt 
htsmiDft  (x>nfidBcahkIo4]emflsiftihe::Wodd4 
he-..ti  expoieddQ  he  made  a  Pref  hy  PteMSt 
otrsi  h)^  ^lifla  iind  wickedi  F^feittSi  'tekti 
CiUOh  Jiini  Ola  the' weak  fidk^  Krflid  humoM 
him.  ih  ina  Lufti  and  Appetites^  or  ia  Iw 
Eage  aod  Aosfeqge,  and  give  him  jd»& 
Cdaafels,  whiaU,»ire  jfoauK^  the.  mope  pW' 
aici(U]&£D  hmt  fQ)^graiitifj&ii[>g!hi%  prefeotliic 
dii|x>(kioa;  acid  howindccentjaod  ridic(}]iMtt 
miifl  he  ose^  jq^ioir.  att  the.  Vidhilie^  m^^ 
i&aaodiGr  Mifdiaef  incident  M>iiMaQ,.itirt«» 
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hath  iia  Bjde.nver  hH  mm  Sfirit?  X^(yii 
;the  eontrary«  fays  the  Scripture^  great  is 
the  Ornament  of  a  meek  aitiiquiet  Spirit, 
1  Pet.  J.  4*  For  In  the  Height  and  Violence 
of  his  Paffionsy  what  odd  Gonftru6lion&doth 
he  make  of  any  tiling  thuJpiSk^^  how  intt 
pertinently  fierce  and  boiiieiroiis  is  he^  what 
dangerous  Words  doth  b&  utter,  what  £x>(- 
liih  Things  are  done  hy  hini,  how  often  doth 
he  repetitiQf  them,  almofi:jis.foon  is  they 
are  faid  or  done,  at  teaft  whto  the  Heat  of 
hii  Luft  or  Rage  Is  over,  when  he  can  ton^ 
fider  the-  Shanm  which  juftly  belongeth 
thereunto  ?  MM-eoVer,  Lcaonotforbearpar^ 
ocularly  wrtfrice  notice^  how  that  the  due* 
rulous  Pafiions  unruled,  I  mean,  Jmpatienoe 
In  Afflid:lon-  Anger  at^  tbdjC^ine  Provi^ 
dence,  raging  Di^onteiit  incibne's  State  of 
.  Lifey  Suliennefs  and  Defpair;  thro'  want  of 
Truft  in  God,  and  Depbndance  upon  him^ 
are,  we  know;iiorrid  Thinj^s,  which  render 
Li£b  fo  tedioc^  and  burdeiltome,  that  fome^ 
times  Death  is  chofen  rather^  of  which  t^e 
have  been  fad  Inftances.    Finiillyy  tfa^  wife 
Man  here  lifcepmg  himf  who  hath  no  Rxk 
over  his  vwnSpifit  to  a  City  that  is  brokeit^ 
down,  and  witbont  fValh^  to  reprefent  the 
unhappy  Cafe  of  that  Man,,  fuppofes  in  thitf 
3imiiitude  and  Coaaparifon  that  Enemies 
there  are,  who  certainly  will  at  fome  time 
or  other  take  the  A.dvantage  of  entring  in-^ 
to  that  unfenced  Cityy  even  fo,  as  long  as 
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we  live  in 
vocations.  1 
and  Rev^n 
Croltes  anc 
doubtful  a: 
be  Fewel 
great  Plen 
.have  any  t 
a, Man  to  h 
to  be  exp( 
either  of  : 
vy,  or  bitf 
impatient  E 
Luft,  and 
EfFeds  of 
make  a  Ma 
were  nothi 
And  yet  th 
rows  ^  for 
is,  that  he: 
Guilt,  and 
of  God,  w 
contemn,  ' 
atid  whbfe^ 
And  when 

Paffions,  \Vith  the  EfFefts  thereof,  are  fo 
niany  Sins  ^giihftGod,  what  fliould  I  iijore 
fay  to  (hew  the  Mifcliiefs  that  break  in- 
upon  us,  when  we  have  once  left  the  Go- 
vernment of  our  felves  ?  It  is  true,  in 
treating  on  fome  Subjects,  it  may  be  pro- 
K  k  p.r 
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ppf  dnou^  tadifcpu«|e  of  Melius  difprderly 
Paflidns  in  diftinaipa  from  ttie^  Guilt  ot 
tficitSinsj  but  indeecl  th'e  very  ExcefTes  of 
I^affion,  and  the  wron§  ufe  of  our  AffedU 
ons,  are  themfelves  Sins  :  The  immoderate 
love  of  fenfual  Pleafures,  the  inordinate  love 
of  Riches,  cagflefs  Anger,  Rcvengefulnefs, 
an  impa  tuftful  Defires,  and  the 

Kkc,'  ha  is  the  nature  of  Sin, 

and  are  4ation^  of  the  Laws  of 

God,   d  !light  Reafon   and  the 

Revelat:  w:d.     In  the  mean  while 

from  til  fs  of  the  Heart  do  all 

thofe  aSual  Sinsf  proceed,  whereby  we  dii- 
honour  God,  arid  doMifchief  in  the  tVorld  , 
for  hence  come  Strifes,  and  Railings,  and 
Back-biting,  and  Fornications,  and  Adulte- 
ries, and  Cozenages,  and  Thefts,  and  Ly-. 
irigs,  and  Cruelties,  and  Murders  :  For  all 
thefe  proceed  from  carnal  Lufts,  that  is, 
feom  inordinate  AfFeftrons,  about  the  things 
of  this  World.  And  thefe  are  the  things 
which  make  all  the  Mifery  *in  the  World, 
and  will,  without  a  fincere  arrd  timely  Re- 
pentance, make  all  that  aire  guilty  of  them, 
cndlefly  miferable  m  the  World  to  come  ^ 
and  if  we  \yt  open  to  thefe  manifold  Mif- 
ehief$,  by  neglefting  the  Government  of 
our  Paffions,  certainly  the  Wife  Man  had  rea- 
fon^ to  fay.  He  that  bath  no  rule  over  his  own 
Spirit^  is  like  a  City  that  is  broken  down^  and 
without  Walls.  And 
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And  notv  what  flioold  ttfe  gather  frortf 
hence,  but  that  it  ought  to  be  our* jteat' 
Cgw   arid  Study  to  gaVem  pqr   Pamc^n^^; 
which  for  Want  of  GoVerntrfent  will  ex- 
ppfe  us  to  fuch  horrible  Evils 
cecding  Folly  fot  Men  to  nede 
in  this  matter,  as,  it  is  to  pe 
'greateft  Part  of  Mankind  do  ^ 
ftriftly  charge  our  felves  to  fc 
lant  over  our  Thoughts  and'  i^ 
.  counting  it,  as  We  ought  to  dp. 
the  greateft  Concern  to  us  for 
iiefs  both  in  this  World,  and^ 

That  We  might  thercforfe  a 
keep  up  a  right  Mkftery  of  oi 

3,  I  am  to  lay  down  Dire&ions  for  that* 
purpofe, .and  to   fhew  by  what    means   a^ 
Man  may  come  to  have  the  ruk  over  hji 
own  Spirit  ,  and  to  prepare  the  Way  fordi-\ 
reftjqg  the  ufe  of  lUch  Means,  it  muft  tfe' 
deeply  fixed  in  his  Mind  that  he  (hall  prcT* 
vail  in  the  coriqueft  of  himfelf,  if  he  be  hot; , 
wanting  to  himfelf  :   This  the  inftruftive' 
Proverb  of  the  Text  fupppfes  to  be  a  cer- 
tain Truth,  vizf.   That  fome  have  a  due 
Rule  over  their  own  Spirit,  and  that  they 
who  have  not,  might  attain  to  it,   if  they^ 
pleife  J   and  there  is  great  need  of  urging, 
this  in  the  firft  place,  becaufe  we  are  gene- 
,  rally  very  backward  to  attempt  this  Work^ 
and  are  apt  to  take  our  own  Lothnefs  and" 
K  k  a  Aver- 
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AvcrGon  to  it  for  an  Argument  that  it, is 
to  no  purpofe  to  go  about  it.  It  ought 
then  to  be  fettled  in  pur  Hearts,  that  thro^ 
the  Grace  of  Qod  this  is  puffible  •,  and  if 
!..„»  r      ._^  Q^^^  and  Endeavour 

t   be   very   difficult  to 
our  Paffibns  :    For  a 
mtrary  will  quite   ob- 
Means  in  order  to  it  5 
fare  who  will  not  fpare 
opoffible  for  a  Man   to 
nd  not  to  follow  the 
and  what  they  fay  thus 
.many  times  a  fatal  In- 
hers,  who  very  gladly, 
lay  hold  of  this  Excufe  to  fave  themfelves 
the  labour  of  Reformation.     But  there  are 
fw^  clear  Arguments  of  the  contrary,  which 
are  a.  flat  Confutation  of  that  flothful  Pre- 
t(fnce,  to  wit^  thefundry  Examples  of  vir-' 
tuous  Perfons,   that  have  commanded  their 
Paffions,  and  whom  we  liow  obfervc  to  do 
this  i  and  the   RemonfJrances  and  Exclama- 
tions of  Conference  againft  Licentious  Slug- 
gards, who  would  fain  perfuade  themfelves 
^nd  others,  that  they  Cannot  do  it*     One 
Argument  is,   The  Examples  ofgoodMen^ 
who  have  attained  to  this  Rule  over  them- 
felves, as  well  thofe  that  we   know^  and 
are  acquainted  with,  as  thofe  that  are  re- 
corded in  the  Holy  Scriptures  j    for  they 

are 
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are  plain  Pemonftratiom  of'Hie  Poffibility, 
nay,  of  ^fre  no  great  Difficulty  of  the  Tfiiti^, 
i(  we  will  apply  our  felves  diligently  to  '\i\ 
for  they  are  Men  naturaHy  of  the  famei^JVt 
fions  with  our  felves,  and  converfe  with  thft 
fame  TeiBptat-ions,    and-^et    they  .ar^  #ei 
from  the  Inordinacy  of  Pafliort/andfo  ttay 
we.     It  n  Jil^ely  there' are  -f6niffe,  who  takfe 
^11  Pretence  to  the  denial  of  Hxii  Appeti^e^, 
and  command  oyerour  Paffio6s,  to  b6«^^ 
critical,  and  fo  all  HiePf^tehders-^thercufti 
to  to  be  Hypocrites,/w!>ich  befides  thSt'it 
is   a   bife  Conclufion,    uncivil  and  ill^ria^ 
tur'd,  and  that  it   hath  no^  other  Founda- 
tion, but  a- fenife  of  their  own  Servitude 
to  Luft  and   Paffion,  is  moreover  not  at 
«11  to  be  regarded  by    Men    who  beliisive 
there  is  a  God,  and  have  ^tSined^/te^-the 
Faith  of  Chriftiahs  :    For  wh^t  is  thiJ-bu^ 
to  give  the  Lie  not  •  only  ^ta  the  DdSWne 
of  all  wife  and  ^ood  "Meir/^hat  €ver  were 
ih  the  World,   but  to  that  /which  ReaTbii 
and  Scriptiire- teaches  concerning  the  Gkiod-^ 
iiefs  of  God,'  and •  the    Grace  6i  ^G66^4 
What    is  k  but  to  make  thtlitAyUBiM 
bi  the -G6f{Jel;-ind  'the-Prbriiiie-of^^^tKStf 
Gof^el,  impertitferjt  and  Wrtre^fthableTO 
as  di)ubtlefs  fhe^  are^jf-itjbe  ini^fiJWefro 
6s^to'  dcKj-  \Wiat*  with  To  g*e^  Itiftfiico^^^ 
6fe4%a<i(ki=it  re<^^^^  ii%^^?^"^^i^n(^4l  M 

thiS'Cttifti^  ^to'fet  kpi«ft  the  C6ttfid§ii<?«. 
iif-any  Men,  who  will  firft  make  it  in?pof'^ 
K  k  3  fibU 
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,fib)ie  tp.mle  OUT P^flions, andthen  ail  thofe 
'Hypcpitcs,.  that  pretend  it  >    Najr,  whan 
^thie,Wl«ft<'f  ithefe  Men  can  (bn^eumes  re- 
Jfe'aiHrpne  iiiDp^tuoMs  Luft  toferve  another 
tin^motfi^Q&i^llyby  it,'fhaUk  beflrange, 
ii^  they  QiQuld  Qxereife  a  doe  Government 
9ver  thctnfelvfS^  n^  believe  in  God>  ao^ 
4oo)c  for  his  Awards,  and  ifor  bis  ^Punifli- 
weiJts  ?    V^e  (hopld  do  well  then  to  d^ti^ 
4^;tie  E^inpl^s  of  ^ien,  that  have  attaln'd 
to  this  hkikd  Viftqry  and  Freedoni,   and 
^f|i  judge  whether  it  be  opt  attainable  hy 
JJ9  J    N^y,    let   us  be  in«)u?ag*d  iby  an 
jftiflTurance  of  finding  Succcfs  ourffelves,  if 
«^$  tfet  pur  ielve^  to  i  be  f oUoVQf s .  c^  them. 
^nd^as  our,  Ability  to^govetn  QuriPaifioiis 
9pp^r$  f^p»i  the  /Examples  <of  others  -who 
^o-it^  fo  the  l^me  thipg  is  iao'le&:«v|dent 
fropi.theifecret  Witnefs  of -^r  owo  Con- 
kienceswithia:  our  (elves,  whi^tdo  tell  }|$ 
plainly, /thaf,  we  hav^y  or  pn^  bftVe  ithat 
^fsw^p.  :■  Elfe,  iaft^tra  M$n  is^ihetray*^  in- 
tfii  i[oQlifli;apd.-vifi(^  Thingfj^y  the  Yio- 
kijpe^f  hfiadrftrongePaffioiiis,  hejur  jcomes  it 
io  (pafsvtbat  t^rou^iai^  ^p^orfe  ,of -.Ccm- 
§}f?nce(jfollQ^^i^fte|,jfor whi^Rh^e  is  qq 
piji^fri'^t^lljritfiaW&^e  -Neceflky  ndight  be 
fi^de^.j^g^g^fe^afld  tkt  Mm  ?yi»R'MfCftd 
Ip^lo^^as  :he;  4*4,  affld  ^TildtJWit  h#.it  Ji 
Att  *fi?. Chiding^  and  R€b);#!%iQf  iCopfti- 
|»S«^iSP:^vfpj0?«<?eed  iipoaja  jSupp^tjoo, 
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ithat  ixre  ipiglKt  have  done  qtherwife.th^n 
we  feye  dcme  ;  and  tjieretprei/Men,  jfcat 
iii;ive.ft9  mMjto  be  at/aoy  P^ips  to  rp^e 
-.the«:  Qwn  Spirit,  and  to  get  the  Mafljery  of 
, Ihek; Paffi(|ns,  if  fuch,,!;  f^y,  w^en  they^ fiaye 
-{»laid  theiJFoQls,  and  tr^ofgreis'd  e^^iou(Jy 
in  .ajoy  vkind^,,3»'^.Id  cofloie  5)^  by  pretending, 
.that  truly  iJbeypQuJd  dp  no  Better^  as-fep 
l)elie,ve  thein  *o  .^whpip  tjiey  fayfo,  fo  th^ 
cannot  h^Xitvt  tberafejves,  when  they  .entfr 
lioto  a  ;feripns  ,  Qonfttlieifllipn  of  the  j-qil 
■  Truth  of  th.e.Cafe  -:  jFflr  ;^e  coraplaipt  pf 
^ImpQtency.agaiflfl:  the.fiw^  pf  Paffion,  ;s 
,tfae  rLangnage  n^f  Lazi^fs,  i^  is  the.Vpi^e 
^of  irreftraioed  ^nd.^pnvi^^erjpg  ^IFe^jps 
and  Lufts,  not  t^e  Vpice  pf  Cqofqejttre  ^  j 
.for  that  fays  qui;e  gnoth^r  t^ji^. 

.Indeed  it  niud  be  gra^ied.and  adcnpw:* 
.ledg'd^  that  our[Pqw?r  oyer  pqr;  Paflions  de- 
pends not  a  little  uppn  the  Temper  a^d 
!Difpo(icion  of  our  iMjbds  :  For  Itmaoqe'^ 
-.WhiKl  a. Man  is  of  a  gi^lipipijis  and  irevengf? 
-fisl  HuiQour,  hqw  flioijld  he  be  able,  to  gor 
vcm  th6  Aogry  Pafeps ,?    Or,  v^lijilft  heji 
•(»ft  and  effeminate,  and  yd^ptupufly  ^yen, 
^hov  fliQuld  he  tnafler  the  Joy^al.jA^cdioht,? 
-Qr^^whilift  h?  is  acqye,^(^.|^r^tcii,  pr?Ln?- 
:bitiou{ly.  difpoM,  how  flio«il4  he  leayn  (j^Ji- 
-toitmefit,  and  l^aitipnce,  pr  ;he  like  ?  l^^t 
tisio  fayyiT|v,  f/ir^alMM^f  Johmg  ,as.  it  ,is 
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ther  indeed*' ian  l>e\  Rom.  8^  ji'   Tliat  St. 
"Piw/ "readily,  confcfleth  -p  but  "then  tlje  Mind 
.  of  a  'lidan  ought  not  to  be 'drft^l,  taor  need 
It  Cotitjnue  fo;    after  it  hath  been  depra- 
ved :    We  are  required  by  the  Doctrine  of 
^Religion  to  purify  our  Minds 'frem  this  cor- 
'  rupt  Quality,  to  fiut  off  tbe'vlJ  Man^  and  to 
yrit  on  thff  hetv^'EipUdi  4."  22/^5.  and  to 
^^iike'us^  a   netp  Hearty  and  a  hiw  Spirk^ 
^E«lc:'  18.  JT*\  Atid  then  the  corredion  df 
/'our.TTctnp^rgVilF  enable  us  to  regulate  our 
'Taffibjis,    if  n6tTapilitate  our'  moderation 
'  brthem.  '.Therefdrei  we  ittuft  ri6t  fay,  that 
v»^6;ar^  hot  able  to  ex^rdfe  ruledver  our 
''b^n  SpiVit^  rior^an  we  fay  it  i^kh  truth,  fo 
^loAgias  v^  tfrtow'^  that 'the  ^r-^teniled  Diffi- 
culty and  {vc\m^M\\ty  of  th*t'^G(ivernmeiit 
•arife^h. ftprhj  ind'ls  owlng'to^fofee  faulty 
*t)ifeafe  and^Pf^vrty  in  ourMirtds,  which  we 
aVe  exceedingly 'to 'bliatne  tofuffer  there. 
-  ^  Neithei'  dan-.pifabifitV  l^e^^  pleaded 

"ih  tht  Cafe,  ifwelconfiderlihg  g^ea  Power 
'^(bf  OQr  Faith'  upon  which  t-havein  part in- 
^^.Ifed 'alreyf  ^,.  f^r  if  we  ^^li  look  for- 
*^iiA  tp'the^•Ftittife'  Lif&i-l&y^^qiient  Mc- 
^'d\ht\otM'M\hn'  ^h^t  we'  Mftftiboncerning 
thfe  *Blifs  of  i^he  othei^  Wdtid, 'cJi!h^  Aflfeai- 
BH^  then  \!^}/bb^«difer]f^a^ 'is'^hey  ought 
^'ft^Ti  ^^-earthly '-Thita^s,^  feeing  ^Ut ,  Upon  the 
''^^'ings:ab^k'\\\izj  ^iff^afiig^iBOrc  loofc 
fj^m^'tHi^  W^i  when  tti^%fefe?d  upon 
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a  Better  ,  and  Ve  (ball  be  able  to  rule  them 
about  temporal  Th  ings,when  they  are  in  eara- 
eft  profecution  of  the  things  eternal  Faith  in 

*  God,  and  the  ferious  Confidei-ation  of  ano- 
ther Life,  will  give  all  our  Paflions  their  pro- 
per Employ  ment,'  and  fet  thenA  to  their  true 

'  yfe,  and  then  it  will  not  be To  eafy  for  the 

Pleafufes  or  PAihsof  this  .World,  to  ufurp 

^upon  them,  and  to  lead  them  captive.    This 

*  Hope  is  what  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  calls 
an  Anchor  of  ti:e  Soul,  Heb.  6. 1 9.  which  tho* 
it  be  fixed  out  of  our  fight,  yet^  keeps  the 
Mind  fteddy  from  being  tofled  about  with 
the  Storms  and  Waves  of ; this  troublefome 

^  World.  If  a  Man  then  duly  afFeds  himfelf 
with  the  great  Concerns^  or  his  Faith^,  and 
makes  them  often  prefent  to  his  Mind,  this 
will  raife  him  al?oye  things  of  fo  little  value 
in  comparifon,  as  the  tranfient  Concerns  6f 
our  worldly  Life  are,  whjich  are  the  things 
th^t  ftea)  away  pur  Hearis,  and  ftiake  our 
AfFeftions  unruly  ,  and  fo  that  fame  Fai^ 

,    "which  St.  John  lYdcs  the  VtSorj  that  over- 
contetb  ^>e  J^prtd^  is  the  Vi(9toty  that  over- 
"cometh  our  j^l^es.  i  'John^  'j.  4. 

All  the  ^^hile,.methinks  the' being  duly 
aware  of  thofe  Mifchiefs  to  Soul  and  Body, 

-  botfe  in  this  Woi^ld  and  tfie  other,  which  un- 

'roortifjed  Liffts 'afnd  PalHons  dd.  expofe  u   to, 

'h^W.ik  tlvs'Cafe  wfe  aif^  here  fii:^>.Cirjf  ^r^?- 

«/;  ^(7Ww  4»^  Wib^wf  Walls ^  and  what  will 

-    '^•■^'-•^^^^  >..'..';^    ••     .  .     r:^ 
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be, pur  .Rqin  hereafter  :    .1  fay,  ^h.e  mxy 
thinking  and  confid?ring  of  (vich  Mifchiefe 
,^9th  of  it  Jelf  20  a   great^w^y  ^tQward5 
jqajcling  us, Strength  agamftour^co^'pptM^ 
jfeijlions  ap^  Appetites,  and  reCcping  us  jfrpin 
the  Po^cr  pf  tjiein,  ^and  it  .wiH  f?t  ^11  Meajis 
,ai)d  Endeaypurs  a  gpingin  ord^r  to.our  de- 
Jiv^ranpe  from  thpir, Power  :  That  ;5,jjif  v^c 
cpnfider  thcfe  things  with  ^efigq  pQ  {jett^r 
,ourfelvcs  by  t|ieip,'^nd  take  fouje  gajns^wifh 
ow-felveis  ^cordiqg^y  j  otherwise. nothing 
.jU  like  to  .  be  done,  .and  our  ,Tl^pgg|[its  ^t 
^dJ^s  fort.w^l.pnprpfitably'fl^^   aw^y,  ?nd 
.tne^re  will  be  on|y  the  jpittercr  jRefie^liop 
)Uppn  our  q^n  .Carelefnefs  in  the  ei?d.     . 
It  remains  then,  that  I  Vw5f  |)r]!ei](y  \yl]^t 
,Way  weare.'tp  take,  .and  what  JVleans  axe 
,fit  and .  proper  to, t)e;  ufed  /by  ps^  to  .have  our 
^^Paflions  under,  i^Je  :  And  here  ^I  rauft  pwn, 
,tliat  there  J?  a  great ,  difFfrenpc    betweeii 
^ tfieJpafe. of  tnofe  t that  have  a  Ipng  tifite 
^laln  under.tbe  Power  pf;ui;i)ri;ily  ^l^ufts^and 
^j^^ons,  and  theirs,  that  as  jfet,  Jhave ,  ra- 
^^cr;qvU  if^liqappns,  t;han  evil  B^jjts  to 
overcome  ;  for  t^|e  Refcrmat^n,of  tne  for- 
,^ea:  muft,, needs  bp  harder  tp  th^in. jlian  the 
Puty  of,  the  latter  is  to,  ^^  j ;  which  Qprj- 
l<]ideratipn  flipuld  prevail  ,with  ^ll'yppf^ger 
f x^rfpns  to ,  ma^c .  ufc ,  of  thftir  A4yantigcs, 
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(;mk  they  are  yery  cmqh  the  iamc  Means, 
by  which  the  one  Sort  tnuft  recover,  and 
ihc>  other  preferve'  themfelves  :  Only  they 
thatliavejbeejia  loflgtime  driven  1^  their 
fepfual  Appetites  and; Paffions,  rauft  ufe 
iuch  Means  with  double  rDiiigejice  ^n4  Rc- 
■folption. 

,Now.  that  our  i\fFefl:ions  ^nd  Lufts  may 
^ot  ,get  the  Doimpion  over  us,  thefe  things 
we  ought  to  do  :  We  muft  in  the  \fi^ 
jplace  be  careful  ever  to  qppofe  and  quaQi 
fuch  Beginnings  from  which  they  at  lengtfi 
gather  an  Head,  and  become  inordinate:: 
We  ought  to  be  fo  vigilant  ov^r  our  fely^, 
,as  timely  to  check  and  rebuke  all  ^  malici- 
ous, revengeful,  proud,  unclean,  covetous^ 
or. repining  Thoughts  ,at  their  firft  ftartiag, 
and  finding  Place  in  our  Minds :  For  it  ;is 
no  dallying  with  corrupt  and  impure  Ima- 
ginatious,  nor  dwelling  long  upon  naughty 
Thoughts.  We  are  not  to  make  a  light 
fatter  of  this^  becaur45  ^we  do  not  Iwow 
what  it  ijoay  grow  to,  nor  confider  how^r^? 
a  fireiy  a  tittle  Spark  my  kindle.  When  \  vfp 
pherif^i  ill  things  .  in  our .  Hearts,  when  we 
heat  ourfelves  with  fancying  luftfulorre- 
yengeful  Pleafure  ^  or  with  a  covetous  fan- 
cying and  fuppofipg  anodier  Man's  We?lfh 
to  be  our  own,  or  the  iijce,  wf  do  thefCr 
by  :put  our  Paflions  into  a  fcf;raept,  ,ani 
fetVthem  a  workingUfter  no  .good,  and  in 

'  jetheyr^fe  to  that  hejghf,  as  to  get  the 
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iriaftery  of  us  5'  and  the  more  we  are  driven 
'by  them,  the  lefs  we  are  in  our  own  Pow- 
erj  and  thefy  hurry  us  into  all' kinds  of  Sin 
"-and  Mifery.     In  the  mean  while,  fo  dan- 
gerous are  fuch  Beginnings  as  thefe,  that  the 
Devil  maiiy  times,  when  he  difcovers  them 
in  us,  takes  advantage  frpm  them  to  bring  us 
'fcy;  degrees  to  adventure  upon  the  greateft 
'^'Wickednefs,  milling  us  fearlefs  of  the  vileft 
^Doing?,  and  blackeft  Sins.    But  then  by  the 
way,,  if  we  ought  to  look  to  our  felves,  to  fee 
that  we  oppofe  the  very  firft  Morons  that  we 
'find  towards  Inordinacy  of  Paffion,  how  far 
Me  they  from,  following  of  thisCounfel,  who 
win  ofteti  put  thenifelves  out  of  their  own 
•Power  and  Rule  at  their  Cups  of  Intempe- 
rance, and  when  they  have  drank  away  their 
'Defence,  and  difmilTed  their  Guard,  are  be- 
trayed by  their  Excefs  into  the  frantick  Ac- 
'tioTis  of  Fools  and  Madmen  >  or  into  the  Fil- 
thiheft  of  Beafh,  or  the  Fury  of  D^^vils  ? 
"  "And  as  wd  are  carefully  arid  wifely  to  re- 
*fift  fuch  bad  beginnings  in  our  fdves,  which 
withflbod,  doi  certainly  at  one 
?urn  16  liiiruly  Paflion:  fo  to 
a  vigorous  Prefenc^  of  Mind, 
:  tiie'adual  Be^inpings  of  in- 
is  at'th'eir  firfra^pearih^  ^f.^^: 
ta'rning,  aril  our  firfl:  peiteiv*fng  tliem  to'  be 
'tRforderly  afid  oufragioiis  i'for^ tiffs  it  wrll  be 
%nu<!h€a(fer''fo  8p, than  to  take  t^em  bffi\^hen 
.^liey-are  in  tlWiri-ftrl'l  Gafed^.  -  Aiid  this  Ad- . 
V^^'  vice 
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vice  is  very  proper  and  neceiT^ry  forthofe  uii-^ ; 
happy  Terfons,  whofe  Paflions  are  grown  ve-';, 
ry  he'ad-ftrong,  and  have  held  them  in  Wng"^ 
CapUvity  :  Let  any  fuch  one  avoid  what  he?;' 
cafl  the  Temptatiphs  to  his  Luft,  vHiatever 
§t  niay  be,  arid  when  he  cannot  tlo  that  alto-  \ 
gether,  let  him  oppofe  and^  weaken  the  firll 
Attacks  that  are  made  upon  him  by  fuch 
TeuipratioflsVtCf  prevent  the  ill  EfFefts  there- ' 
ofwith  all  his  Might  ,  and.  in  a  word,  let' 
him  do  all  that  he  can  :  for  a  little  Advari-  ' 
tage  is  not  inconfiderable  and  to  be  defpifed. 
A  Man  .that  hath  been  contrafting  an  ill  Ha- 
bit a  long  while  together,  muft  be  content  to 
mend  by  degrees  j  and  he  may  gradually  get  ' 
Ground  for  a  compleat  Conquefl:  of  himfelf,  if  ^ 
h^  doth  his beift.  Thus, forlnftance,  Men  of ■ 
furious  and  chohrick  Tempers,  have  by  Con- 
ftant   Refolution,  by  a  conftant  Eye  upon 
themfelves,  by  flopping  of  a  fudden,  by  re- 
buking themfelves  after  they  have  been  fur- 
prized,  by  going  on  in  this  good  Way,  evefn 
they  ( I  fay  J  have  at  length  come  to  a  Spirit' 
of  Meeknefs  and  Patience  :   And  that  is  the^ 
main  Point  we  (hould  labour  to  gain,  to  wit, 
Reditude  of  Temper  •-,  for  then  the  Goverttr- 
ment  of  Paflion  will  not  be  very  difficult,  as 
hath  been  noted. 

Wherefore  this  one  thing  more  efpecially 
I  would  advife  in  order  to  our  having  Rule 
over  the  iHferit)ur  Afftftionsj  and  thajis/ 
We  xnui\  h  renewed  i?i  the  Spirit  ofmr 
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MiW,  a$the  Apoftk  exhorts,  JBpb.  j^  23. 
This  Poundatiofi  we  rauft  lay  for  the  Go- 
virnoaeot  of  outlelves  vfor  we  Rnow  a  meelc-^ 
fpirited  Man  is  net  apt  to  break  out  into  Fa- 
ry^  nor  one  of  a  patient  Spifit  to  fail  into  tor- 
menting Defpair^  nor  aPhilofbpher  of  a  more 
even  Temper,  to  be  extravagantly  and  inde- 
cently raifed  or  deprcfled  at  the  Frofperity  ot 
Adverfity  of  tliis  World*    I  do  confefs  the 
chief  Difticulty  lies  hfcre,  to  wir^  inreforin- 
ing  the  Difpoutiori  of  our  Souls^  where  it  is  ^ 
wrong,  and  renewing  the  Inner-Man*    It  h 
not  fo  hard  for  a  Bad  Man  to  abfiain  from 
one  fiogle  Aft  of  Sin^  or  perad venture  to  dof 
a  thing  that  is  good,  as  it  is  to  be  convert- 
ed from  an  evil  Temper,  which  certainly 
leads  him  to  Vice,  and  renders  himaverfe  to 
Virtue.  As  for  Inftance  ,  it  is  far  eafier  for 
a  ftiifigy  Mifer  to  give  an  Alms  upon  occafion, 
than  to  be  cured  ofthitCovetomnefs,  which 
is  ever  a  Root  of  Injuftice  and  Uncharitable- 
ne&  y  and  it  is  eafier  for  a  cholerick  Perfon 
to  curb  and  fupprefs  his  Paflion,  and  reftriia 
hlmfelf  from  Wrath  onee  or  twice  in  a  while^ 
than  to  get  free  from  tbit  haffinefs  of  Spirit, 
which  at  all  other  times  prompts  him  to  Rage 
upoiiany  Provocation ;  and  eafier  for  a  licen- 
tious Voluptuary,  to  deny  himfelf  a  vicious 
Pleafure  now  and  then,  than  to  throw  off  that 
Efl^minacy,  which  expofes  him  ordinarily  to 
t^c  l^ower  of  Temptation  :    But  tho^  there 
may  be  Difficulty  in  mending  and  purifying 
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the  Miri(f,yet  ins  what mu^bsdotid^  feftliidf 
our  nioft  Holy  Religion  calls  i^oft  ti  tddafiil* 
fuch  Gbfpel  Pr^6epts  as  ttifeft,/^^/*^  ckdHfe'^ 
(Airfefves  frof^aUfiltbihefs  ofSpm^  i  t6t  >, 
I.  add,,B^  transformed  by  thi  rener^ing  of 

In  ^oafateti  time  there  uras  a  certiaiii  MiH^ 
that  pfet^nd^tf  rfiuch  tQ  know  Nfeifsf eriitifer§^ 
by  their  Ldoks,  and  by  their  Coutltenahc^ 
the  Complexion  of  thehr  Minds,  wh6  haVifi^ 
viewed  Socrates^  gave  this^Jiid^trfeiltof  hiiri^ 
That  futely  he  was  a  fowr  ?nd  iil-iiitiiPd  Pet- 
fdn  :  Upon  which  the  DiFciples  of'tSb^^^'w 
derided  him,  as  miftaketa  in  Socrates^  fof  they  * 
khdw  him  to  bd  quite  aifother  tort  of.  Man  ^ 
biit  Socrates  hearing  that  they  laugh*d  at  th6 
Man  as  much  out  in  the  Judgment  of  theit 
Marter,  told  them.  That  the  Matt  had  realon 
to  fay  foof  him,  as  he  did,  arid  that  truly  he 
was  an  Artift  in  what  he  profefs*d,  and  Maf* 
ter  of  his  Faculty  ^  for  he  confefs*d,  that  hi* 
natural  Temper  had  been  fo,  as  the  Man  judg- 
ed by  his  Face,  but  that  he  had  coiteaed  it 
by  Philofophy.  And  if  Philofophy  coulcl^ 
charige  an  evil  Difpofition,  Ihall  not  the  Faith 
of  Chrift,  and  the  Belief  of  Immortality, 
haVe  a  greater  Power  to  dp  it  > 

6ut  then  we  muft  not  forget  to  make  diit 
Prayers  to  God,  That  he  who  giveth  WifddM 
liberally^  and  upbraideth  Mt^  would  teach  us 
the  Wifdom  of  Governing  our  Paffiotife,  and 
by  his  ffrengthening  Spirit  would  give  uis  the 
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y  u  .  :J}ire^ionSy  &c.  ,  Vol/  \\r 
Viftory  pver  them .  that  he  would,  create  in 
us  a  clean  hearty  and  renew  ^  fight  ffirit  with- 
ifkus^  ?LXi^fanBify  iiswhollj.  When  an  unruly . 
Pgflion  is  brought  into  fubje^ion,  and  a  bad 
Temper  iscorreded,we  hive  as  it  were  anew 
Nature  put  into  us^and  that  is  to  be  born  a- 
gain  •,  and.  every  ojqe  that  is  thiis  born  anew^ 
is  born  of  God.  The  Regeneration  of  the 
Sou!  mud  come  from  God ;  and  this  is  one 
Thing  that  makes  Religion  necefTary,  that 
without  it.  Virtue  could  not  bepra(9:iced,thrf 
Life  and  Spirit  of  it  couJd,  not, be  attained  : 
For  thefe  great  Bleflings  we  mjjft  depend 
jipon  God  by  daily  and  fervent  Prayer. 

Lajih^  Thefe  means  of  governing  our  Paf- 
fions,  all  our  Vigilance  over  our  felves,  and 
Pains  with  our  felves,  and  our  earned  Entrea- 
ties at  the  Throiie  of  Grace,  we  muft  apply 
particularly  againft  fib/^r  Siw  which  dothfo  ea- 
Jil}  befet  «^,agiin9:  that  Paffion,  that  we  have 
the  lead  in  our  Power -^  for  that  expofeth  us 
to  the  firft  Mifchief,  and  requires  the  greateft 
Care  and  Strength  tofubdue  it.    We  muft  la- 
bour moft  of  ali  to  fet  Nature  right  and  ftrait, 
where  it  is  moft  crooked  ,  and  when  we  have 
done  this,  we  may  befaid  to  have  Rule  over  all 
our  Pajfions^  becaufe  the  Government  of  the 
reft  will  more eafily  follow :  And  fo  then  we 
fliall  keep  our  Ground,we  (liall  maintain  the  in- 
ward  quiet  and  ferenity  of  our  Minds,and  being 
freed  from  the  Bondage  of  Sin  we  (hall  enjoy 
the  happy  Liberty  of  the  Children  of  God* 
F    I    N    I    S. 
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BOOKS  Tfinted  jhr  James  ii«r^  John 
EInapton,  at  tbe  Crown  in  St*  PauPs 
Church- Yard,  London. 
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bOOKS  written  by  the  Right  Reverend  Father  in  God 
E D  WAR D  Lord  Bi/hop  of  Coventry  and  Lichfield. 

^efenct  of  ChriAianicy  from  tb«  Prophecies  of  rhe  Old 
Tefiamene .-  Wfa«a«>n  «re  confidered  all  the  Objtdioos 
againft  this  Kind  of  Proof,  advanced  in  a  late  Pifcourfe  of 
the  Greutuk  and  Ktajom  of  the  Qairifiian  Ktligioii»  The  Third 
EdicioDy  %vo» 

A  Vindication  of  the  Defence  of  Chriftianity  from  th« 
Prophecies  of  the  Oid  Teftament ;  In  Anfwer  to  the  Scheme 
•f  Literal  Prophecy  con(ider*d.  In  two  VoU.  With  a  Letter  from  the  Re- 
verend Mr.  Maffon^  concerning  the  Religion  of  Macrohius^  and  his  Tefti- 
mony  touching  the  Slaughter  ot  the  Infants  at  BethUbem.  With  a  Poftfcripc 
i^on  VtrgiVitomh.  Eclogue. 

A  Sermon  preachM  at  the  Cathedral  Church  of  Worcejler^  on  the  7th  of 
^[mtty  17 x^  Peing  the  Day  of  Thankigiving  for  the  Blefling  of  God,  in 
fupprefung  the  late  unnatural  Rebellion. 


ment  aflcmbled,  in  the  Abbcy*Church  at  Wefiminftert  on  the  30th  of  January , 
1717-18.    Being  the  Day  of  the  Martyrdom  of  King  0Mrles  I. 

A  SeroooD  preach'd  co  the  Societies  for  Reformation  of  Manners,  at  St. 
llSaty  U  Bow,  on  Monday,  January  4..  1724. 


Written  by  the  Right  Reverend  Father  in  God  BENJAMIN 
Lord  Bijhop  of  Sarum. 

^HE  Rcafonablencfs  of  Conformity  to  the  Church  of  Eirgfaiw/.  With  th« 
Defence  of  it,  and  the  Pcrfuafive  to  Lay  Conformity,    To  which  la 
added,   the  Brief  Defence  of  EpiTcopal  Ordination.    The  Fourth  Edition, 
tvo'fr.  6  s» 

The  Mea/ures  of  Submijion  to  the  Civil  Magiftrate  confider*d.  In  a  De- 
fence of  the  Do£lrine  delivered  in  a  Sermon  prcach'd  before  tbtf  Right  Ho- 
nourable the  Lord  Mayor^  Aldermen,  and  Citizens  o{  London,  Sept*  29.  i7oy. 
The  Fifth  Edition.  In  which  are  addded,  I.  An  Accefton  Sermon,  preached 
Martb  8.  1704.-J.    II«  A  Sermon  concerning  the  Vnhafpinefs  oi   abfolutt 
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i  TiOOKS  Printed  for,  nnd  Sold  hy      '    '     • 

Monarchy  J  &c.     III.  A  Sernton  concerning  St.  VatWs  Behaviour  tOWar&  tlld^    '. 
Civil  Maf^ifhatC'  fr»  ^s.  6d' 

The  Original  and  Tnfluurio'i:  of  Ctvil  GMjernment  difcnftM,'v/z.  I.  An  Be-* 
dminatjon  oi  the  Patriarchal  Scheme  oi  Gavermnent,  II.  A  Vefenct  ofMr.Hoo^ ' 
kerV  Judgment,  Sec,  a^ainft  the  OhjeSiont  of  fcveial  Ute  Writers.  To 
which  is  added,  A  large  Anfwer  to  \h.  F,Atterbury&  Charge  of  KtbeUiom  :  In 
which  the  Subftance  of  his  I^f/ii  Scrtnon  is  prodtic'd,  and  fully  examin'd* 
The  Second  Eaii ion*  ^.  5  f. 

Eighteen  Difrourfes  concerning  the  Terms  of  Acceptance  with  God:  !■ 
whicJi,  I.  The  Teims  thcmfclvcs  are  diftinftly  laid  down  as  they  are  pro- 
pofed  to  Chriftians  in  the  Ne\^ Teftameht.  And,  II.  Several  falle  Notions 
of  the  Conditions  of  Salvation  are  con{ider*d ;  panicu^arly,  Ol  being  faved  by 
Faith.  Of  trufting  to  extemal  Performances.  Of  the  Power  of  Charity  to 
cover  Sins.  Of  relying  upon  the  Merits  of  Chrift.  Ot  Man's  Weakne^ 
and  God's  Grace.  Of  Repentance.  Of  the  Example  of  the  Thief  on  the 
Crofs.,  Of  truQing  to  a  Death- Bed  Sorrow.  Of  the  Parable  of  the  Labou- 
rers in  the  Vineyard.  ^  Of  depending  upon  Amendment  in  Tipic  co  corner 
The  Third  Edition,  fr.  5  r. 

Several  TraSs  formerly  publilhed  j  now  collefted  into  one  Volume,  ««• 
I.  A  Letter  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Fleetwood^  concerning  Miracles.  Writ- 
ten A  D.  1702.  II.  A  Letter  about  the  tifliops  Votes  npon  th«»  Orrafionai 
Bill,  1703.  III.  A  Letter  to  the  Reverend  Dr.  Vrancis  Atterbwrjy  concehi- 
ing  Virtue  and  Vice,  170^.  IV.  A  Sec oud  Letter,  in  Anfwer  to  his  large 
Vindication,  1708.  V.  A  Vindication  of  the  antient  Prophets,  in  An- 
^er  to  Sir  K.  B.  1709.  VI.  Some  Confiderations  offered  to  the  Lord^  Bifbqp 
of  Exeter,  1709.  VII.  An  humble  Reply  to  the  Lord  Biftop  of  Exeter,  1709. 
VIII.  Queries  to  the  Authors  of  the  late  Difcourfe  of  Free-Thinking,  17  rj. 
To  which  are  added.  Six  Sermons,  never  before  publifhed, «/?;.. TwQ  Scr- 
mbus  concerning  the  Evils,  of  which  Chriftianity  hath  been  made  the  Oc^ 
cafion.  Foui-  Sermons  concerning  the  Extremes  of  Implicite  Subjefiion,  and 
Infidelity .  w-.  5  J.  , «    «.         ^  .      ,    .  ^ 

A  Prefervative  againft  the  Principles  and  Prattices  of  Ac  Nonjurors,  cr^. 
TheFiFthEdition.fr.  ix.  . 

The  Nature  of  the  Kingdom  or  Church  of  Chrift :  A  Sermon  nreached  be- 
fore the  Kino,  March  31.  1717.     The  Tifteenth  Edition,  p.  ^d. 

An  Anfwer  to  the  Reverend  Dr.  Snape's  Letter,  fr*  6 a- 

An  Anfwer  to  the  Reprefeutation  drawn  up  by  the  Committee  of  thcLoweJr 
Houfe  of  Convocation,  concerning  feveral  dangerous  Pofitions  and  Dodrines 
contained  in  the  Bifliop  of  Bangor's  Prefervative  and  Sermon.  The  Second 
Edition,  tr^  ^S' 

An  Anfwer  to  a  Calumny  caft  upon  the  Bifliop  of  Bangor,  by  the  Reverend 
Dr.  Sherlock,  at  the  Conclufion  of  his  Book,  entitled,  A  Vindication  oftbt 
Corporation  and  Teft  Aas,8cc.  fr>  3d.  ^^    e,:    .    x        -  t^ 

An  Anfwer  to  a  late  Book,  written  by  the  Reverend  Dr.  SherlocJtfentnledf 
The  Condition  and  Example  of  our  Blejfed  Saviour  vindicated.  pr»  i  /. 

The  Common  Rights  of  Subjefts  defended ;  And  the  Nature  of  the  Sacra" 
mental  Teji,  confit'er'd.  In  Anfwer  to  the  Dean  of  Chichejiefs  Vindicatiou  c^ 
the  Corporation  and  teft  ASs,  p.  is*  ^d. 

All  Anfwer  to  the  Reverend  Dr.  Hire*s  Sermon :  With  a  Poftfcript  oco^- 
fioned  by  the  Lord  Bilhop  of  Oxford's  late  Charge  to  his  Clergy. 

Six  Sermons  on  feveral  Occauons. 

The  Lord  Bifliop  oiSarum's  Charge,  deliver*d  to  the  Clergy  at  the  Primtrj 
Vifitation  of  tbe  Dioccfe  of  Sarum,  in  the  Year  17  a5.  pr>  Sd, 
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James  and  John  Knap  ton: 


IFritten  by  Samuel  Clarxe,  D.D.  ReSlor  of 
St.  James's  Weftmvnfter. 

A  Difcourfe  concerning  the  Being  and  Attribmet  of  God,  the  Obligations 
of  Natural  Religion,  and  the  Truth  and  Certainty  of  the  Ckrift/an  Re^ 
veUtioH :  In  Anfwer  to  Mr.  Hobbet,  Spinoza^  the  Author  of  the  Oracles  of  Kea^ 
fony  and  other  Deniers  of  Natuial  and  Revealed  Reft^ion.  Being  Sixteen 
Sermon*,  preached  at  the  Cathedral  Church  of  St.  Vauty  in  the  Years  1704. 
and  1705-,  at  the  LeSture  founded  by  the  Honouiable  Robert  Boyle  Efq;  The 
Seventh  Edition  coriefted.  There  is  inferted  in  this  Ediuon,  a  Difcourfe 
concerning  the  Connexion  of  the  Vropheciet  in  the  Old  Tcftamenr,  and  the  Apr 
plication  of  them  to  Cbrift.  There  is  alfo  added,  An  Anfwer  lo  a  fcTenth 
tetter,  concerning  the  Argument  a  prtorh  pr.  6  s»  ' 

A  Paraphrafc  on  the  four  Svangelifis :  Wherein,  for  the  clearer  Underftandr 
ing  the  Sacred  Hiftory,  the  whole  Text  and  Paraphrafc  ate  printed  in  fcpa- 
rate  Columns,  ovcr-againft  each  other.  Together  with  cricical  Notca  on 
the  more  difficult  Paflages ;  Very  ufeful  for  Families.  In  two  Vols.  The 
Fourih  Edition.  pr,jzt. 

Three  Praftiraj  Kliays  On  Baptifm,  Con6rmation,  and  Repentance ;  CoHr 
caining  full  Inftruilions  tor  a  Holy  Life  ;  wich  earncft  Exhortations,  efpe^ 
cially  to  young  Perfuus.  Drawn  fiom  the  Confideration  of  the  Severity  of 
the  Difcipline  of  the  Primitive  Church.  The  Fourth  Edition,  pr*  i  s.  Aiid, 
for  the  Encouragement  of  rhe  Charitable,  116  for  ^  /.  bound. 
'  A  Letter  to  Mr.  Dodtvell:  Wherein  all  the  Arguments  in  his  Epifiolaiy 
f>iJcourfe  againft  the  Immortality  of  the  Soul,  are  particularly  anlwered, 
atid  the  Judgment  of  the  fathers  concerning  that  Matter  truly  reprefenied* 
Together  with  four  Letters  in  Anfwer  to  the  Author  of  Remarks  on  the  Let' 
ter  to  Mr*  Dodwell.  To  which  are  added,  fome  Reflections  on  that  Part  of 
«  Book,  ciWedy  jimyntor  :  Or,  the  Defence  of  Milcon'x  Life  j  which  relates  to 
the  Writings  of  the  primitive  Fathers,  and  the  Canon  of  the  New  Teftamenc« 
The  Fitth  Edition,  pr,  ^s. 

A  Colle&ion  of  Papers  which  pafled  betwsen  the  late  learned  Mr.  Leil^ 
wtz  and  Dr.  Clarke^  in  the  Years  1715  and  i7it>;  relating  to  the  Principles 
of  Natural  Philofophy  and  Religion.  With  an  Appendix.  To  which 
arc  added.  Letters  to  Dr.  Clarke  concerning  Liberty  and  Neceflity,  from  a 
•Gentjeman  of  the  Univerfity  ot  Cambridge;  with  tlie  Dodor's  Anfwers  to 
them*  Alfo  Remarks  upon  a  Book,  entitled,  A  Philofophical  Enquiry  concern-" 
ing  human  Liberty. 

Seventeen  Sermons  on  feveral  Occafions  ;  ,  p^ticularly,  Of  the  great  Duty 
of  univerfal  Love  and  Charity.  Of  the  Government  of  Pafllou.  Difcourfes  up-» 
on  Occafion  of  the  Plague-  Of  St.  Peter's  being  the  Rock  on  which  Chriji 
built  his  Church.  Oi  tne  Faith  of  Abraham.  Of  Cbrift  being  the  Bread  of 
Life.  Of  the  Original  of  Sm  and  Mifery.  Of  Ek<aion  and  Reproba- 
tion ;  being  a  Paraphrafe  on  Rom.  ix.  The  Prefent  Lile,  a  5'tate  ot  Probation 
in  order  to  a  future  Life.  That  Chrift^s  Admonitions  to  his  Apoftles  belong 
univerfally  to  all  Chriflians.     The  Second  Edition. 

-  The  Scr'tpture'DoOrtne  of  the  Trinity.  In  three  Parts.  Wherein  ALL 
the  texts  in  the  New  Teftament  relating  to  that  Do£lrir.e,  and  the  principil 
Paflages  in  the  Liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England  are  colledcd,  cumparedj 
and  explained.    The  Second  Edition,  pr.  6  r . 

'  A  Letter  to  the  Reverend  Dr.  Wells ^  Re&or  of  Coiesbach  in  Leicfterjhire* 
"In  Anfwer  to  his  Remarks,  &c.  py.  i  x.     ' 

*  A  Reply  to  the  Obje£lions  ot  Robert  Seljon  Efq;   and  of  *»n  Anonymou^ 

*  Author,  ^iinADi\  Clarke's  8cripture-Do6lrine  of  the  Trinity,  &c.  pr.  4  J. 

*  A  Paraphrafe  upon  our  Saviour's  Sermon  on  the  Motmt.  pr.  3  d* 
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A  Sermon  preached  at  the  Panfli-Church  of  Jame^s  Wefiminfier^  AfrU 
^.  172J.  upon  Occafion  of  the  ereAing  a  Charicyochool  as  a  Hoafe  of  Edti^ 
c»rion  for  Woinen-Scnrants,  8t*.  pr.  ^d. 

A  DUcourie  concerning  thr  Connettion  of  the  Prophecies  in  the  Old  TdV 
tament,  and  the  Applftacior  of  ifhem  to  Chrift.  Being  an  Eztrad  from  tho 
3lxth  Edition  of  a  Dmcnflrathn^ftbe  Being  andMtributes  tf  God,  dec.  To 
which  is  added*  A  Lettff  concerning  the  Aigunwnt  afruri.  The  Second 
Xdiii^n.  >  '■■  "  ■■  Naff,  Tlus  Difcoiafe,  with  the  annexed  Lmtry  complcaw 
Che  former  Editions  <^  the  Demomfitution,  &c.  pr.  i  x. 

Remirks  upon  a  Book,  entitled,  ji  PbiJof^bical  Enquhgf  cmoefuhi  bmmm 
tiherty.  pr.  6  d. 

titmm  Uias  (ft^e  iat  Latiaty  in  Vfum  Serenijpmi  Trincjfis  GuMehm  Jb* 
£u/ii  Dweh  df  Cumberltnd^  Sec  Bxgio  Juffu  Scripfit  gt§gc  edidit  Samutl 
^ko,  5.7:  P.  4x0. 

Jacobi  Rohaulti  Phyfica*  Latine  verthy  feeenfitit,  &  uberMhut  jam  JimUK 
fMtonibut  ex  iUuftrifflmi  Ifaaci  Newtoni  Pbilcfiphia  moMimam  partem  hiuS/t, 
-dmflific^vit  6r  omavit  S.  Clarke,  S.  T.  P.  jiaiduat  etiam  i»  kac  Quoxxa  Jm1»- 
itiote,  nous  aliquot  tabula  *ri  incjfa'y  &  Umtotatioaes  muUumJunt  auSta^  %vc^ 

If.  Newtoni  Optice.    Latino  reddidit  $«  Clarke,  X  t,  P. 

C.  J  uiii  Ca^hn&qu^e  extant,  accuratiffime  cum  Librisedkis  &  MSS  eftim 
€ollatat  &c  Aecejjerunt  jinnotationet  S,  Clarke,  S^  t.  P. 

lVr'tttenby]o^\i  Clarke,  D.D.DeanofS^xun. 

A  N  Enquiry  into  the  Caufe  and  Origin  of  Natural  and  Moral  Eyil:  In 
which  the  principal  Phsnomena  d  Nature  are  explain'd»  according  o» 
»he  true  Principles  of  Philofoj^hy.  The  prelent  State  and  Condition  of  Man* 
kind  is  coii^ered  and  explained  upon  the  true  Principles  of  Morali^  and 
Ke^eUcion  ;  and  the  ObjeOions  of  the  autienc  and  modem  Defenders  of  tht 
Manich^n  Scheme  of  two  independent  Principles,  particularly  Mr.  BayU^ 
are  ibll/  anfwered:  Being  the  Subflance  of  Sixteen  Sermons,  preach*d  in 
the  Years  171^  and  1720.  at  the  Le^ure  founded  by  ijf/s  Honourable  Robei$ 
Boyle  E(qi  In  2  Vols.  Bvo*  fr*  9  f« 

Kohault's  Sy&em  of  Natural  Philofopby ;  lUuftrat^  with  ]>r.  Samuel  QoMt 
Notes,  taken  moftly  out  of  SklJaacHe»toii%  Philofophy:  With  Addiuoiu. 
Done  into  Englijh  hyjobn  Clarke,  D.  D.  In  2  Vols.  8w. 


The  Truth  o£  the  ChiiiUan  Religion.    In  Six  Books*    By  Hugo  Grotiuu 

Corteded  and  illudrated  with  Notes  by  Mr.  Le  Clerc*    To  which  is  added« 

ia  Seventh  Book,  concernine  this  Queftion :  What  Cbriftian  Church  voe  o^gbt  to 

join  our/elves  to  i  Translated  by  JqbnQarh^  D*  D.    The  Second  Ediiion,  with 

Additions.  120* 


IVritten  by  Edward  Wells^  D.D.  ReSor  of 
Cotesbach  in  Leicefterfliire; 

AN  Hifloricil  Ge^;raphy  of  che  Old  and  NewTeftomeoc :  Bei]^^AQe»- 
graphical  and  Hireorical 'Account  of  all  the  Places  and'Countries  menctoQe4 
»r  referred  to  in  the  Bookl  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament:  Very  viefiil  ^ 
the  underftanding  the  Hiltory  of  the  iaid  Bookst  aod  of  feveral  porticiik^ 
Texts.  ^  Tiirougbouc  is  infirrced  che  prefent  Stoite  of  fuch  Places  as  have  been 
lately  vlfited  by  PeiTons  of  our  own  Nation,  and  of  unqueftioneble  Fideligr? 
Whereby  the  Work  is  rendered' pleafant  a^  CM^rtaining,  as  well  as  uifnu. 
lUqftrated  and  adorned  with  feveral  Maps  and  Cuss,  wheceia  is.refcelcBC* 
^,  the  pident  State  of  the  Places  uow  moftrejoarl^Able*  In.4  VoS,  Zva* 
^The  Second  Edition,  *  -^  .  yj^^ 
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James  ani  John  Knapto>^,  ^ 

"The  yoimff  Gentleman's  Courfe  of  Mithematicks.  Ih  3  Vols.  ^vf\  Coa-^ 
jJningfuch  Elements  as  are  moll  ufcful,  uid  eafy  to  be  known  in* 

AriSimctick  and  Geometry.  Vol- I,  ^,  ,  „ 

Trigonometiy,  Mechanicks,  and  Opticks.  VcJ,  U, 

Aftronomy,  Chronology,  and  Dialling.  Vol.  hi. 

Illuftrated  with  feveral  Copper  Plates.    Thc^cond  Edition, 
N  ^.  Any  of  the  Volumes  may  be  had  lepvracely. 

An  Help  for  the  more  eafy  and  clear  underftanAog  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures  •  BeuiE  all  the  Books  of  the  New  Teftament,  txplamcd  after  the  fol, 
lov4iIfiMeSod,v«.  I.  The  Original  ox  Greek  Text  vmended,  according 
to  the  heft  and  moft  antient  Readings.  II.  The  common  i5„^/i^TranQatiori 
«nder*d  more  agreeable  to  the  Original.  III.  A  Pfaphrafe,  m  whidi 
the  difficult  Exprlffions  »ndPaffages  are  explain'd,  ^c.  IV.  Annotation* 
leUtingtothe  iSveral  Particulars.  To  which  &  added,  A  TreatMe  of  thcHar. 
Sonylf  the  four  Gofpels:  AlfoChrono^^ogicalTables^c.^^^^^^^^      V- 

APflraohrafe   life  on  the  Book  of  Danuil,  in  the  fame  Method. 

AP^iiK^i^l*^^^  the  Books  of  the  Old  Teftament, 

*^ControveraalTreatifes4gtfi«/fffceDi^f<r/.  The  Sixth  Edition,  ff.'^s.^d, 

AnExpofition  of  the  Church  Catcchifm.fr.^i.  .      j  r-     . 

Prayer*  oil  commou  Occafions,  appertaim^g  to  the  fore  mentioned  fcxpo- 
iltion  of  the  Church  Catechifm.  pr,6d-  ,     r    . 

mmoniaGramatkalis :  Or,  A  View  of  the  Agreement  between  the  Latm 
and  Greek  Tongues,  as  to  the  declining  of  mrdsy  &c-  fr.  is.  6d. 

A  Letter  to  a  Friend  concerning  the  great  Sin  of  taking  God*s  IJame  ;n 
pain-  pr*  I  d»  or  100  for  6  j.  *  • 

Vrrwortbmefsm  Excufe  for  not  coming  to  the  Sacrament,  p.  t  d*  or  io« 

*  Of  Childrens  Capacity  to  receive  Ke^i^iwJ  InfiruBhmv  and  of  the  Manner 
how  to  give  themfuch  InpuSions;  together  with  Pr^;^"  adapted  to  the 
Capacities  of  Children,  p*  i  d,  ot  i90  tor  6^s. 

A  Difcourfe  concerning  the  great  and  indift)enfable  Vuty  of  a  decent  and 
reverent  Behaviotir  in  Church,  f.  3  d.  or  100  tor  1  /.         ' 

The  great  and  indifpenfable  Duty  to  concribute  hberally  to  the  Kebmld^ 
Ug.  5«W  Kefokingf^eautifying^^dAdotmn^oi  ^^^'^rcbes:  Bcmo^  Dif. 
courfe  ferufid  and  approved  of  by  the  late  moft  pious  Robert  iJelfon  Efcj;  The 
Second  Edition.  .  ^y.    .^  r  xr- 

A  Difcourfe  5  ftewing,that  the  Marriages  of  fuch  as  are  near  of  Km  are 
pnful  under  the  Gofpel,  as  well  as  they  were  under  the  Law.  To  which  is 
added,  the  Table  of  Marriage,  &c.  pr-S^^      ^.         .      . .  .  ^   ^-  ^ 

Forty  fix  Propofitions,  brieHy  proving,  that  hw  prefent  Majefty  Kmg 
GEORGE  is  the  only  rightful  and  lawfulKing  oi  Great  Bntatn.  pr>  6d. 

ElementaJiritbmetica  Numrof<e  &  Speciqfie,  In  ufum  Juventutis  Made- 
I    Plica MSoreZdiv.WcWs^S.r.  P.  Editio  altera,  Zvo. 

Dionyfii  Geographia  Entendatd  iff  Locupletata  Mditione  Scil.  Geographic  h»' 
4ierna  Gr^eco  carmine  pariter  donate :  cum  16  Tabulis.  Geographicis,  ab  Eav. 
Wells,  5.  T.  P.  Editio  i]uarta. 


jftLAS  Maritif^s  &  Co 
"'^  for  as  relates  to  Trade  a 
Harbours,  and  noted  River! 
e^a^  Ol&rvation.  Toget 
lied  on  by  Sea  between  the 
all  Inland  Tra^o  .by  means 
Jp^ccay  t^eiepf}  ix^m  yuIq 
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naents.  To  which  are  added.  Sailing  Directions  for  all  the  known  Coif^i 
«nd  Iflands  on  the  Globe  ;  with  a  Set  of  Sea-Charts  ;  fome  laid  down  after 
MercatoTt  but  the  greater  Part,  according  to  a  new  Globular  Proje^on. 
Adapted  for  meafurine  Dill^aces  (as  near  as  poffible)  by  Scale  and  Com- 
pafs.  And  authorized  by  letters  Patent  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Great  Bri- 
tain.  The  Ufe  of  the  Prrjeaion  juftified  by  Dr.  HALLEY.  To  which  ar« 
fi^oined  two  large  He^ifpheres  on  the  Plane  oi  the  Equiao^ial ;  con- 
lining  all  the  Stars  in  the  Britannkk  Catalogue  j  of  great  Ufe  to  Sailors  for 
ftoding  the  Latitude  in  the  Night. 

Anacram  teius  T^eta  Lyricus  Gr«c.  &  tax.  Editore  Jofua  Barnes,  S.  7*.  1. 
J^ditP  fixunda.  iimo.    Cantab. 

Mdifon^i  Remarks  on  ievcral  Parts  of  Italy. 

Abridgment  of  the  Statutes.   In  ^  Vols.  8w« 

Dr.  ^[j'g/ff's  Tarergon  Juris  CanoHici.  Folio. 

Art  of^  Thinking.  120. 

Abri<^ment  of  Lock  of  Undcrftanding.    loo. 

Ari(totelis  de  Khetorica/eu  arte  dicendi'  Vthri  Tres.  Gnsco  d^Lat.  5im,' 
Gaqtp.  . 

Mifcellaneous  Works  in  Profe  and  Verfe,  of  the  late  Right  Honourable 
^o/epb  Addi/on  Efqi  with  fome  Account  of  the  Life  und  Writincs  of  the 
Author.    By  Mi.TtckelL    In  3  Vols.   izo. 

N.  J?.  Thefe  three  Volumes,  with  the  Tiftlers,  SpeSators,  Guardians j  Free* 
holders^  and  Remarks  on  Jeveral  Parts  </lraly,  compleat  Mr.Addi/on's  Works 
/n  12a. 

Alfred:  An  Epick  Poem     By  Sir  pchard  Blackmre  Knt.  M.  D. 

Sir  Richard  BlackmoreH  true  and  impanial  Hiftory  of  the  Confpiracy 
tgainft  King  William  III-   in  169/*  p*  z  s*  C  d. 

Differtations  on  a  Dropfy,  a  Tympany,  the  Jaundice,  the  S^ne,  and  t 
Dislbetes.    By  Sir  Richard  Blachnore  Knt.  M.  D. 

Prince  Arthur :  A  Poem.    By  Sir  Richard  Blackmorc. 

Boyer^s  French  and  Englijh  Di^onary.  Zvo. 

—   Frencib  Grammar. 

Xhr.  Bates's  Works.  Folio. 

Biftiop  Burnet  on  the  Thirty  nine  "Articles.  Pol^. 

■  Abridgment  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Reformation,  3  Vols.  12* 

'  '   ■  Life  of  the  Earl  oiRochefter.  Zvo, 

An  Anfwer  to  the  Diflenters  Pleas  for  Separation;  Or,  an  Abiidgmenr  <?f 
the  London  Cafes.  Wherein  the  SubfUnce  ofthofe  Books  is  digefted&w 
one  fliort  and  plain  Difcourfe.  Tlie  Sixth  E^dition.  Hvo,  By  Thomas Baaetf 
D.  D.  Vicar  dt  St.  Giles's  Crifplegate. 

Direftions  for  Studying.  I.  A  General  Syftem  or  3ody  of  DIVINITT. 
II.  The  Thirty  nine  Articles  of  RELIGION.  To  which  is  added,  S.  Jt- 
rom\  Epiftle  to  Nepotianus,  By  Thoma{  Bennet  D.  D.  The  Third  Edition. 
.  Dr.  Bennetts  Paraphrafe,  with  Annotations  on  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  r 
Wherein  the  Text  is  explained,  Obje6Hons  are  anfwered,and  Advice  is  hum- 
bly offered  both  to  Clergy  and  Laity  for' promoting  true  Devotion  in  the  Ufe 
oHt.     The  SecGnd*Edition.  ' 

The  Rights  of  the  Clergy  of  the  Chriftian  Church  r  Or,  A  Difcourfe  ftcw- 

ing,  that  God  has  given  and  appfOprtatal~tOTtte  Clergy  Authority  to  ordain, 

^  baptize,  preach,  preiidein  Church  Prayer,  and  confijcrate  the  l-ori*s  §i^pcr  : 

Wherein  alfo  the  pretended  Divine  Right  of  the  Laity  to  ele^  either  the 

'  Perfons  to  be  ordained,   or  their  own  particular  Paftors,  is  examined  and 

difprove<i.     By  Thomas  iennet,  D.D.  9vo.  pr»  y  s* 

'^     Two  iJetters  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Robinjon :  Occafioned  by  the  Review  of  faei 

'.  Cafe  of  Liturgies.    By  Thomas  Bennety  D.  D. 

^'    Apparatus  Bibltcus  :  Of,  An  Introduaioft  tO  the  Holy  Scriptures.    Don* 
,  to6o  tnglijh,  with  Notes  and  Ad<fiuom.  The  Second  Edidon,  in  a  Vols.  8«v. 
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James  and  John  Kkapton.  7^ 

1454  Tiegia :  Or,  An  Account  of  the  Treaties,  Letters,  and  lodnmientf 
between  ttife  Monarchs  of  Ea^/tf»/ and  Foreign  Powers.  Publiflied  in  Ky- 
Bwr*s  Fcedera.    Traiilated  trom  the  French  of  Mr.  Rapin.  In  4  Vols.  8vo. 

^henian  Oracle.  4  Vols.  8w. 

Beveregii  'Efifcof.  St*  Afaph  :  Inftitutionum  Chr*mohgkarum  Libri  duo,  utts 
mm  totidem  Arithmetices  Chronologic^  Libellis.  8vo.  ^ith  Tertia.  pret*  6  s« 

Bp.  Bevtridg^s  Private  Thoi^hts*  a  Vols.  Hvo*  &  120. 

I  Expofition  on  the  Thiny  nine  Artless. 

■  Neceiricy  of  publick  Prayer  and  firequou  Conunwiion,  8vf. 

&  tio. 


Thefaurus'TheoIogicus*  4V<rfs.  Svo» 
on  the  Church- Catechifni.    12a. 


Mr.  Bojfus  Treatife  of  the  Epic  Poem ;  Containing  many  curious  He- 
leftions  j  very  neceffary  to  the  right  imderftandiug  and  judging  0/  the  Ex- 
cellencies of  Homer  and  Virgil*  Tranflated  into  Bngtifi.  The  Second  Edi- 
lion.  In  2  Vols.   i2o» 

Surkit  on  the  New  Teftament.  Ft^lh, 

Barrovp's  Works,  a  Vols.  Folio* 

Baileyh  Univerfal  Etymological  E»g/i/^  Di^^ionary.  The  Fourth. Edi- 
tion, with  large  Additions. 

Bailey's  Erajmus,  Eng»  Svo- 

Brandfs  Hiflory  <  f  the  Reformation  in^the  Ix)w  Countries.  4  Vob#  fbiw. 

B»r«ef's  Theory  of  the  Earth.  aVoU.  Bva. 

Bartholini  Specimen  ?hyfic£»  120.  ^  ^ 

Bez^Teftamentum  Latinum* 

Bingham  s  Works.  2  Vols.  Folio. 

Q.  Horatius  Flaccus  ex  recenfione  &  cum  tJotJsatque  Emndathnihus  Richardl 
Bentleii.  4to.  Cantab. 

P.  Terentii  Comeedia,  Th^dri  Fabulf  ^/opi^,  P.  Syri  &  ^liorum  Veterum 
Sententia  ex  recenfione  &  cutn  Sotis  Richardi  Bentleii.  410.  Cantab. 

Horatius  ad  Nuperam  R.  Bentleii  Editionem  accurate  exprejfus.  Kotos  addi" 
dit»  T.  Benrleius.  8vo.  Cantab,  ^ 

Be«f/e/s  piflertac'dn  upon  the  Epiftles  of  Thalaris:  With  an  Anfwer  £• 
the  Objeftions  of  the  Honourable  Charles  Boyle  Efqj  Svo* 

Bentlefi  Sermons  at  Bjy/e's  Le6iures.  %vo* 

■'    ■     '      Remarks  on  the  Difcourfe  of  Free-Thinking.  Two  Parts.  8v#. 

Bradley's  New  Improvements  of  Planting  and  Gardeiung.  8w. 
.    Boyle's  Theological  Works  abridged.  3  Vols.  Hvo. 

Borehaave*s  Aphorifms,  Eng   8w. 

Boccace's  Novels,  Eng.  Svo* 

Bladen  s  C^/ar's  Commentaries,  Effg*  Bvo*  .  ^  • 

Befc«*s  Plays.  4  Vols.  izo.  . 

— - —   Novels.  2  Vols.  12a. 

Fifteen  Sermons,  preached  at  the  Rolls  Chapel  upon  the  following Subieftf 
Upon  human  Nature.  Upon  the  Government  of  the  Tongue.  Upon  ComI 
paflion.  Upon  the  Chara^er  of  Balaam.  Upon  Refentment.  Upon  Foreivo- 
nefs  of  Injuries.  Upon  Self-Deceit.  Upon  the  Love  of  our  Neiohlour. 
Upon  the  Love  of  God.  Upon  the  Ignorance  of  Man.  By  ^o/eph  Butler 
L.  L.  B.  Preacher  at  the  Rolls,  and  Re^or  of  Stanhope,  in  the  Bilhoprick  of 
Durham.  Svo»  ^ 

A  Tmtifc  of  Military  Difcipline  ;  In  which  is  laid  down  and  explained 
the  Duty  of  the  Officer  and,  Soldier,  though  the  feveral  Branches  of  the  Set^ 
vice.  By^ Humphry  Bland  Efq>  Lieuccnant-Coloocl  of  bi$  Maiefty'«  own  Rc^ 
giment  or  Horfe.  ^ 

Boileaus  Works  Englijh'd,  iVols.  .^vh 
'    Mruyere's  Chara^crs,  a  Vols,  8w. 
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t^Ud%dersexS^jtuniiCAfiel!mttsUtetptet«ione' £Vo\u  i2i! 
Dr.  Qagef%  Sermons  on  fereral  Occafioiis.  In  *  Vok  S<i» 
C»//s  L^///r  and  Efigifjb  Diaiooaiy.  8tv. 
■  E«g/i/)^  DiSionary.  8iv, 

BiAop  Cby/ffj's  De^ocioFS.  I2«. 
CSf^tm/s  Sermons.  8w. 

Ve  Chalet's  Element'  of  Ettelid :  Etplziacd  In  t  aev^  btit  noft  etlk  Mi^ 
Ithod.    The  Seventh  Edition.  8w.  ^  TT 

Oeeroni'Orathnti  itt  Vfim  Delpbini,  Stro. 
■■  OraH»i€t  SeleSUe.  120. 

I3ir«'(^  <fc  Katdfa  Detman^  per  Vavis,  8vo.  Cdiitibi 
*— -  Vifpnattones  Tu/cuian^,  per  Davis.  8vo.  C^nrts^fr. 
— -rff  Dtvinathnet  &  Fato,  per  Davis,  8vo.  Cosstdk, 
»-—  MademicA,  per  Davis.  8vo.  Cffff4^. 
^_  ^  Legibus,  per  Dai/isy  8vo.  C<fiffi^. 
m^^^deFinibus  Bonortm  &  Malorutfh  Per  Vovis*  tvO.  CkKfA 
•—  <fc  ^c/;/,  />«•  Tooly.  8vo.  0*«i. 
»—  i&  Officiisy  per  Cockman,  8vo.  Oxmi* 
—  ie  Oratcre^  De/pfoini,  8 vo.  Oxen.  ^ 

■        ie  CZtfri/  Oratoribus»  &c  8vo.  (7jkwi» 
^•"-^adtkrenniumtScc,  8vo.  (>xojv^ 
Ofr/I  Htamonia  MeMfrranmy  4.10.  CantaJh 
CovePs  Hiftory  of  the  Greei(  Ckarch.  |;v/j«. 
Ci^ibAfff's  Tif/Z/sOffices,  E«g*   I2«.  ' 
Chamberlain*^  Midwifrv.   . 
tb0/(e  of  Foreft  Trees,  ov^ 
C^iier'^  Decimal  Arithmetick. 
Collier's  Antonimis*  8vo. 
Caffandra :  A  Romance,  f  Vols.  il#; 
CambdeiCs  Britatmiai  2  Vols.  Ftf/ja* 
Ctmhridge  Concordance.  FoUo, 
Congreve's  Plays  Ad  Poems.  3  Vols.  X2#,' 
Chej'elden*s  Axiztomy.  Svo. 
Chamberlayne's  Prefent  State  of  "England'  8w. 
Clergyman's  Companion  in  vlfiting  the  Sick,  Stv^ 
*'  I    ^  »'        Vademecum.  a  Vols,  iio. 
City  and  Country  Purchaftr  and  Builder's  Dfftlontiy.  SwfT 
Cyclopaedia :  Or,  AnUniTerfalDidionary  of  Arts  andSciencet.  Cootiiiiaif 
die  Dennicions  of  the  Terms^  and  Accounts  of  the  Things  fignified  tbenhf^ 
,in  the  feveral  Arts,  both  Liberal  and  Mechanical,    and  ate  fevenl  Sci- 
ences, human  and  divine;    The  Whole  intended  as  a  CouHe  of  aDcieoL 
and  modem  Learning.    By  £.  Chambers  Gent.  In  a  Vols.  F(flh, 

The  Reports  of  Sir  Edward  Coke  Knt.  in  EngHJhf  connpkat.  In  thirteen 
Tans ;  With  References  to  all  the  antient  and  modem  Books  nf  the  Law« 
Exa&Iv  tranflated,  and  compared  with  the  firft  and  laft  Edition  in  BvmcA, 
»nd  printed  Page  for  Page  with  the  fame.  To  which  are  now  added.  The 
Pleadings  to  the  Cafes.    In  7  Vols,  8wtf. 

Colleton  of  above  three  hundred  Receipts  in  Cbokeryt  Tbyfick^  and  Stf 
geryi    The  Fourth  Edition.  8w: 

Clarke*s  Body  of  Divinity,  a  Vols:  Uvo, 

Common  Prayer  Book,  the  beft  Companion  in  the  HouTe  and  Clofer,  at 
well  as  in  the  Temple :  Or,  a  Colledion  of  Prayers  out  of  the  Licnrgy  of 
the  Church  of  England^  moft  needful  both  for  the  witole  Family  co^etber* 
and  h>r  every  Gngle  Perfon  apart  by  himfelf.  With  a  panicular  Omce  ^ 
the  Sacrament,    The  Sixteenth  Edition,  pr.  I  /. 

The  Word  of  God  the  bed  Guide  to  all  Perfbns,  at  all  Times,  and  Id  all 
Places :  Or,  a  Collc^liou  of  Texts  of  Scripture f  plainly  ftcwii^,  all  fuch 
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f  hiDgs  as  are  ncceflfary  for  every  Chn'ftlan's  Knowledge  and  Prance.    By 
the  Author  of  the  Cmmii  Vrayer  Book  the  ^A  Companion,  fr.  i  s.  6  d. 

CoUeiaion  of  feveral  fapets  prihtied  in  k<j  Teal- 1710.  now  reprinted  ?o- 

S ether,  vih^  !•  The  true  genuine  i'ory  AddrA.  II.  The  voice  of  ihe  Ad- 
reflfers.  lil.  Serious  Advice  to  the  good  PeopK  of  England.  IV.  Thoughts 
of  an  honeft  Tory.  V.  The  Jacobires  Hopes  nvived  by  our  late  Tumulti 
and  Addrtffes.  VI.  Thg  Frtnch  King's  Thahks  tt>  the  Tories  of  Great  Brl- 
taiii.  VII.  A  Letter  concerning  Allegiance.  Vlli  Rcafons  againft  recex- 
vinR  the  Pretender.  IX.  The  Fears  nnd  Sentiments  ot  all  true  Brhonf.  X. 
A-^ceto  thePreeholdtrs.  X:i.The£leaionDialdgue.  X 11.  the  Cafe  of 
•'  ttitijh  General,    /t.  t  /.  '<  d. 

The  Cltfiftian's  Befl  Guide.  Hvo 

€onfejrto  Paftorum  Hemonjhantium  fuper  Jrticulls  Ecclejue  AnglmMh  Xi«b 

Charaaerifticks,  3  Vols.  800. 

Common^Place  Book  to  the  Bible.  4^0. 

CroxAljts  ^/oft's  Fables,  iit).        ,„  ,.  . 

CJbff «c*ft  Philosophical  Principles  of  Religion.  8w. 

r*—   of  tieikh  arid  Lone  Life.  8vo. 

T>upm*s  EcclefiafkiAl  Hiftory  abridged.  4  Vols,  i^ii 

Vrelincourt  on  Death.  8w. 

2^«e/ia/ on  Eternity.  1 2«.  ,  ' 

Vugard*s  Lucian,  Greek  2nd  Lattn.  iio.  *,  *       . 

D«/£Adrf;*s  General  Ganger:  Or,  the  Principles  and  Prafticcs  of  Ganging 
Beef»  Winej  and  Malt  j  laid  down  more  methodically  than  any  Performance 
•f  fhis  kind  yet  extant.    The  Fburth  Edition,  pr.  2  /. 

V^Eflrade's  Memoirs.  §  Vols.  2vo. 

Difficulties  and  Difcourageflient^  which  attend  the  Study  of  the  Scripture 
in  the  Way  of  private  Judgment.  pr>  6d. 

Difluafive  from  enquiring  into  the  Do^ne  of  the  Trinity :  Or,  the  Dif- 
ficulties and  Difcouragements  which  attend  the  Study  of  that  Dofbine.  pr,  6  d. 

Voma/s  Civil  Law,  in  its  natural  Order.  2.  Vols.  Folio. 

Vacier's  Plato,  in  Enj^UJb.  2  Vols.  12a. 

Valton's  Country  J uitice.  Folio-  ^ 

"Dtipin^i  Method  of  ftudying  Divinity,  life. 

Dittionaiy  of  all  Religions,  antient  and  modern  ;  whether  fevpijh,  Pagdn, 
Cbr;fiian,oi  Mahometan :  Particularly  comprehending,  I.  Th«  Lives  and  Doc. 
trines  of  the  Authors  and  Propagakors.  11.  The  reipe£Hvc  Divifions,  Sc^s, 
and  Hereiies.  III.  Not  only  the  Triie  but  Falfe  Objefts  of  Worfliip,  fuch 
ms  Heathen  Godk,  Idols,  &c-  '  IV.  The  various  Ways  and  Places  of  Adora- 
tion. V.  AH  religious  Orders  and  Communities .  VI.  Sacred  Rites,  Uten* 
i&ls,  and  Feftivals*  VIL  Diftina  Offices  and  Fimaions.  VIIL  Rulesj  Cuf- 
toms.  Ceremonies,  &c*    The  Second  Edition,  with  very  large  Additions. 

9vg/pr>s*^ 

^  jar.  J^avenaiit  on  the  publick  Revenues  and  Trade  of  Ehglandi  a  Vols.  6t«. 
'  U — •:         T,  fiflay  on  probable  Means  of  making  People  Gainers  on  the 
Balance  of  Trade.  %vo* 
■  Difcourfe  on  Grants  and  Refumptions;  2vo» 

I  EfTays  on  the  Balance  of  Power,  Peace  andWar »  and  XJni« 

verfal  Monarchy.  8vo. 
■  Effays  on  Peace  at  home,  ind  War  abroad.  %vo. 

ViSionarhim  KufticumVrhanicum  &Botanicttm :  Or,  a  Difiionaryof  Huf- 
bandry.  Gardening,  Trade,   Commerce,    and  all  Sorts  of  Country  Afiiiri 
lUuftrated  with  a  great  Number  of  Cuts..  The  Third  Edition,  correAe4 
and  improved,  with  the  Addition  of  above  300  Articles.  In  a  Vols.  8«#* 
Duty  of  Man,  8vo»  &  tio. 
Vryden* s^iayi.  6  Vols.  izq. 

-  ■    "'  '  Fabks,  lat.  A    i  1 
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Prydeitiririil,  5 Vols,  120. 

■         MiJccllanies.  6  Vols.  x2#. 
DemtfibemisOrationes*  Grec.  &  iM-  12#. 
J>upm"%  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory  of  the  Scventeeoth  Century.  toUi* 

Lwctn  N«vi  Ttfiametiti  UJgbabeticum^  contineus  armies  voces  urn  primithAt 
qusm  derivttivasj  ammalar  atque  commumes  m  Satro  texlu  occummes^  csm 
tantm  Refcluthne  Grammoiica,    In  ufum  Scholarum*  Studio  &  Labore^  J .  Daw- 
on.  Ed.  Altera.  8vo.  «  .»         .       .      ^ 

J>aScf  Bifyricus :  Or,  a  Short  5'**™  ®^  Umvcrfal  Htftory,  and  an  Intfo- 
auftion  to  the  Study  of  it.  By  Thomas  Hearne  A.  M.  of  Su  Ednuuid'HaU, 
Oxford  The  Fourth  Edition,  augmented  and  improved*  In  a  Vol$.  8w. 

Tiie  Artificial  Clock-Maker :  A  Treattfe  of  Watch  and  Clock  Woik.  By 
fr.  J>erbam  M.  A.  F.  R.  S.    The  Third  Edition. 
.    'Verbatn'i  Fhyficotbeologj' 

u jMro-Tbeohgy, 

Ecbard's  Hiftory  ot  Englamt^  Folio. 

m  Roman  Hiftory.  5  Vols.  tvo» 

. Gazgtteer:  Or,  N«^a»#«*$  Interpreter.  In  twoPirti.  TtKeT'^feffla 

Edition.  120. 

-  Terence.  In  Englijh.  120. 

_  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory.  a  Vols.  Stw ^  ^ 

L  Hiftory  of  the  Revolution.  Zvo* 

tnglijh  Sxfofizov.  120.  . 

Ellis  dt  39  Artkulis  EfCclepa  Anglicans.  1 20  a-  *  t  j? 

Euripidis Hecuba,  Orefies,  &  Th^ifa.  Collatis (Uean  }AS5.Wtm& SOd^ 
Ha  emendavir.  Uotis  &  differtatitmaUh  auxit  &  iUb^avH  J»h?  Kioft  CM. 
Regal'  Cantab*  Socius.  z  Vols.  8vo.  Cantab. 

EucUdis  Elemental  Commandim^  8vo.  Oxen* 

Sir  George  Etbereges  Plays.  12*. 

larquhar'sVWys.  ?Vols.  12* 

Freeholders.  ^2^. 

Fiddes^s  Sermons,  Folio* 

Frommenii  Metaphyfica,  1 2  0,"  Oxon. 

Fuller's  MedtcinaGymnafiica^  8w. 

Female  Inftru6lor.  1 20.  tr.   i  /. 

FontenelWi  Plurality  of  Worlds.  Eng.  I2#. 

Ford  de  39  Mticulis  Ecclefia  Anglican^*  8vo^ 

Dr.  Fiddes*s  Life  of  Cardinal  Wolfey*  FoUa* 

Farnaby\  Rhetorick..  tat*  &  Eng* 

Toggh  Theologia  Speculativa-  8vo. 

Biihop  Fleetwood' i  Sermons  on  Relative  Duties. 

The  Farrier's  and  Horieman's  Di^onary.  8v#. 
•  Geographia  Oajjka.  ^o,  ,  «    ^       .  ;  ..     *    t-t     •*•.- 

Gentleman  inftrudW  in  the  Conduft  of  a  Tirtuous.  tnd  happy  Life.   Tb» 
Eighth  Edition,  ^vo* 

Goodman's  Penitent  pardoned. 
.  ■  w  inter .Kyening  Conference.  8m. 

I  I    Old  Religion.  110,         . 

Ganetfon^s  Engiyh  Eicrcifes.  iltf. 

Gregory* %  Komenclatura^  Lot-  &  ^ng» 

Grotiui  de  Jure  Belli  &  Pacts »  Svo. 

de  yeritatiReligionisC^riftidn^i. 

Guardians,  i  Vols,  ijju     ,   . 

Gordon's  Geographical  Grammar.  8*0, 

Grabe's  Septuagint.  8  Vols.  2vo»  '  .   . 

Gregory^s  Aftrotiomy.  2  Vols.  8«*.  ,  :    ^ 

Cradms  ad  Parnajfum' 

Goyernmen;  ot  the  Paifiow.  12^.  Pr»  tu  •  ^    .,.  ,    ^ 
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^  Godfather *!  Adnct  to  1^  Son,  p.  3  rf.  ©r  100  for  i  /, 

(7«iZS0i's  Heraldry.  FfVn. 

CajU  Fablei.  8vo. 

GloffographU  Angfie<Ma  tJ0va:  Or,  t  Di&ionary  interpreting  foch  hani 
Wor£  of  whatever  Language  ai  areatprefeft^  ufed  m  thcEngUjb  Tongue, 
with  their  Ecymologies,  Definicions,  &c.    Tbt  Second  Edition.  8vo« 

Gentleman's  Joclcey.  Zvo, 

Bookeit  Ecclefiaftical  Polity.  JpoUo* 

HammotiiTs  Catechifm.  ' 

Horatius^  120.  Cantab, 

Helvici  CoUo^ct*  12#. 

Hederici  Lexicon^  Or^o  XAthtumt  4to. 


I  Shipper.    III.  Paraphrafe  on  Sc.  Mittbevo*^  Gofpel. 
Power  of  the  Keys.    V.  Of  Schifm  and  SchJfmiticks.  VI.  Mifcellanies.  To 
which  is  added,  his  Le'tter  to  Arcfabifliop  Laud^  concerning  his  Tra^  of 
Schifm.  129*  fr,  ax*  6d» 
Umeirs  Hiftory  of  the  Bible,  with  Cats.  3  Vols.  8w. 
Hudihras,  i2o» 

Hatton's  Merchant's  Magazine.  ^0, 
«  Comes  Comerctl :  Or,  the  Trader's  Companion,  i  to. 

The  Do^rinetof  Plain  and  Spherical  Trigonometiy,  with  its  Appllcatloii 
ind  XJfe  in  Navigation,  Aftronomy,  Geography,  Dialling,  &c*  By  TT.  Hatoney^ 
^     TheCompIeat  Meafurer:  Or,  the  whole  An  of  Meafuring.    In  two 
Parts.    By  W,  Hawnn* 
Uoweirs  Familiar  Letters. 

Uutchenfon'i  Enquiry  into  the  Ideas  ot  Beauty  and  Virtue. 
Herodotuty  in  EngUjh.  2  Vols,  Zvo* 

Hiftoiy  of  Jofefb:  A  Poem.    Illuftrated  with  Cuts.  By  fT.  Kofe,  A.  M. 
Celeftial  Worlds  difcovered :  Or,  CoujeO-urcs  concerning  the  Inhabitants, 
nants,  and  Productions  of  the  Worlds  in  the  Planets.   Written  in  Latm  ly 
Cbriftianus  Huygens,    Tranflated  into  Englijh*     The  Second  Edition. 

Hiftory  ol  England :  Faithfully  eytra^ed  fi'om  authentick  Records,  and 

,    approved  MSS.  and  the  nooll  celebrated  Hiftories  of  this  Kingdom.     With 

the  Effigies  of  all  the  Kings  and  Queens.    The  Sixth  Edition,   much  im^ 

proved,  particularly  by  a  Continuauon  of  the  Hiftory  to  the  prefenc  Time. 

Jo  2  Vols.  8w.  p.iif» 

Barris*s  Lexicon  Technicum,  2  Vols.  Folh. 
Boratius^  in  ufum  Delphini-  8vo. 
Bomeri  Iliados,  Liber  prmut,  Gr,  &  Lat-Silvani, 
Benrj  on  the  Old  and  New  Teftamenr.  6"' Vols.  Folio* 
The  Works  of  the  late  Reverend  Mr.  Matthew  Henry :  Being  a  Conoplece 
Colle«^on  of  all  the  DUcourfes,  Sermons,  and  other  Tra&s,  that  were  pub- 
lifted  by  himfelf.    Together  witii  an  Account  of  his  Life.  In  one  Vol.  Folk* 
Bomeri  HiaSf  Gr.  &  Lat.  Hvo, 
Hic^er's  Devotions.  129, 
Human  Prudence.  120. 

The  Hero  :  From  the  Spanijh  of  Baltbafar  draeian :  With  Remarks  Mo- 
ral, Political,    and  Hiftorical,  of  the  Learned  Father  J,  de  Gourheville. 
By  a  Gentleman  of  Oxford.  4/a. 
BoratiuSf  cum  Notis  Minelii* 

A  Treatifc  of  the  Situation  of  Paradife.  Written  byP.  I>.  H^rff,  Bi/hop 
'of  Sojjfons*  To  which  is  prefixed,  a  Map  of  the  adjacent  Countries.  Tran- 
flated from  the  French  6rigiual.  12a.    p»  i  x.  6  d. 

The  Hiftory  of  England^  as  well  Ecclepafiical  as  Ctvil-  By  M.  de  Kapin 
tU^as,    pone  into  ftnglijh  horn  the  French^  with  large  ai)d  ufctul  Notes, 
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hf  S.  TtndaU  A.  M.  Vicar  of  Greae  fTaltham  in  Effix^    niuf(rated  with  ^ 
Heads  of  the  Kings,  engraved  by  Mr.  Vertue:  Alio  ^th  Maps,  Genealogl* 
4al  Tables,  ^c.  Tobe~pubUfli*d  monclily  till  the  Work  is  compleaced. 
Dr»Jefirfi  (Archdeacon  ot  Harwich)  Sermons  on  feveral  VizGtia^  Suk^ 

f  as.  iv9. 

Jitueiialitt  ia  u/um  Vehiwu  8vo. 
II       emm  Ifotif  famabii.  I2#. 

Jenkinton  the  Chrj«ian  Religion.  1  Vo^s.  Sv«, 

3b^^'s  mbloocV  Sacrifice,  a  Vols.  Svp. 

—  Ecccfeuaftical  Canons,  a  Vols.  Svo» 

The  ^uty  of  «  Chriftian ;  Sec  forth  and  expJain'din  C-^eral  Pradlc;^!  ^if* 
coikOfSi  being  an  Expofidon  of  the  Lord's  Prayer.  To  which  is  added,  s 
JAftovde  on  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  For  the  Vfe  of  Familicj. 
1^  Jtiim  Jaekfon,  RefioT  of  Rofliiigton,  in  the  County  of  York. 

h>ey*s  EfiSetuft  Gr.  &  Lat,  izo.  OxQtt. 

^acob*i  ^cconaplifhed  Conveyancer.  3  Vols.  ^«iw 

^Mfiimts,  in  u/um  Delphini,    . 

Ifocratis  Orationes  Dutg  SHvatii. ,  i  a^, 

KtttlewtlVi  Works,  in  2  Vols.  Foiio. 

.»»^— —  on  the  Sacrament.  %vo>^ 

•  on  Chrirtiau  Obedience,  tw. 

■  I  '  Five  bifcourfcs.  %vo» 

y  Lite,  compiled  from  the  Colleftion*  of  Dr.  Hieia  and  Kobtrj. 

Ntlfon  Ef^i  8vo. 
^ —       I    Death  made  comfortable.  ii«. 

■  Companion  h>r  the  Penitent,   Companion  for  the  Perfeeuttd; 

witl\  an  O^ce  for  Fpfyficn  for  ^^imes  and  for  Debt.  120, 

X'jiig's  Heathen  Gods.  120. 

Ktnnet^  Roman  Anti^tMties.  8vo* 

A  Brief  Expofition  of  the  Apoftles  Creed,  according  to  BiffK>p?^4r/S«,  « 
a  npw  Method,  by  way  of  Paraphrafe  and  Annotation,  By  B.  Kenitet  D.^ 
late  ^re^dent  oi  Corpus  Chrifii  College,  Oxan.    The  Second  Edidoii. 

King  on  the  Creed.  8t/o. 

•--»-  Conftitytion  of  the  Primitive  Church.  %V9» 

KitFi  Aftroiiomy.  Bvo. 
.     1/       Anatomy. .  1 10. 

I^etf/s  Meafiirer's  dui(ie.  120* 

The  Young  Surveyor's  Guide:  Or,  i^new  Introdu£lion  to  the  whole  Art 
of  Surveying  Land,  both  by  the  Chain  and.  all  other  Iqftruments  now  in  Ufe* 
To  which  are  added,  all  the  ufcful  Geptnetrical  Deftnitiofts,  Ai^oms^  Pro- 
blems, and  Theorems,  which  relate  to  this  A|:t :  As  aUb  the  Method  ok 
rafting  up  the  Dimeniions  of  Artificers  Work :  Very  ulcful  for  kU  dentlemen 
and  others.  There  is  alfo  added,  a  new  Way  of  SuiVeying  large  Tradsofc 
L4nd»  according  to  t^ie, learned  MV'Pf^ifton's  and  Mr.  bitton\  new*Method 
of  Surveying  England  by  Explofions^^  The  Manner  of  making  up  and  pre- 
paring transparent  Colours  for  beautifying  Maps',  Charts,  &c>  The  Tables 
of  Anificial  Numbers,  Sines,  Tangents,  &e»  All  whicfi  is  very  much  im- 
proved and  corre£led  by  Edmard  Lawrtnce,  Surveyor.  The  Second  Edition. 
"^ith  t^e  Tables  carefully  corrected.   ^.  3 /.   '  '    '. 

itfurence's  Chriftian  Morals.  *8va 

ofChriftian  Prudence.  tvo» 

hi^oi  the  Empei' or  Leopold-  Svo» 

V.ife  of  King  William  III.  intcrmV^  with  many  original  Papers,  Lettcrii 
Memoirs,  &c>  Illufti-aced  with  Cues  and  Medals.  The  Third  Edition.  8^« 

VEflrangi^iJEfop.iVoU.8vo^  ' 

J,iHleton*s  Di<SiiojMiry,  Lat»  8c  Eng,  ^e.         ' 

l,ei9tborf$  Abridj^ment  of  chp  Philofopliical  Tniu(«£^ioi^s*  $  \^U.  4fa* 
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jMCf^  CondnittiSoii  of  the  AbrUgmernqf  thp  Philo(bpfaic«l  Trtn&^oQt.; 

Longinuf  de  SubUmtaie,  Or.  &  Lat.  (?*««. 
JL^i  Worki,  3  Vols.  Folio. 
_  EHay  on  hutnaQ  Under ftaiidiogy  2  VplS|  |«9. 
•— »  of  Educacion. 
I         on  Govemmenc. 
I^/s  Travels  into  Sfain*  ft  Vols,  izv* 
JL«^i  Plays,  3  Vols.  12a. 

Tho  Influence  of  Church  Mu^ck;  A  Sennon  preached  in  the  Cathedral 
Church  of  Worcefter,  &^.8.  1725-.  By  G.  Lavinpon,  I,.  L.^.  ^.  6  i. 

•pie  Nature  ftnd  Ufe  of  a  I^.*   Being  two  Sermons  preached  m  the  Ca- 
thedral Church  of  JForcefier,    By  George  Lavinpon^  L .  L.  B.  Canon  of  the  faid 
Church.    With  a  Preface  concerning  a  late  Treatife,  entitled,  A  Difeowfi 
rf  the  Grounds  and  Reafins  of  the  Cbrifiian  KiUgton.  tia,  fr.  i ;. 
VEfirang^s  Jojfefhus,  Eng.  Folio. 
LauderdaWi  y'lmh  ^Vo]s.  l^o. 
Leufdeni  CotMendtum  IJovi  Teftafnenti*  Svo. 
MMndrell*s  J  ovantyfrom  Jitef]^  to  JerttfaUm*  9to» 
Memoirs  of  jinne  of  Auftria,  j  Voli.  i^a.  ' 

Montfdncon*sTTVit\&ix&o  Italy. 
Jliiege's  Prefent  State  of  Great  Britain.  8^0. 
Moral  Virtue  delineated,  with  Cuts.  Folio.' 

Me<Ucina  vindicata :  Or  Reflexions  on  Bleeding,  Vomiting,  and  Pui'$^ 
In  the  Beginning  of  Fevers,  Small  Pox,  Pletxriiies,  and  bther  acute  DxTeafci. 
By  a  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Phyflcians  in  Dublin,  fr.is. 
Moyle*s  Works,  3  Vols.  Zvo. 

Molts  Compkac  Geoj|$rapher :  lUuflratdd  with  Maps  of  every  Country,  i^'tf* 
The  Fourth  Edition,  in  one  Vol.  Folio. 
Mtottenx^s  Don  ^ixote,  Eng,  4  Vols'.  laa* 
Afead^s  Coif flvuaion  and  Ufe  of  Maps  and  Globes.  9vo. 
Mareland^s  Fade-Mecum,  tio,      ^ 
Countefsof  Morton's  Daily  Exercife,  24^*  pr.  6d. 
Minaciut  Felix  ex  Recenjhmet  J.Davifli.  Svo.  Cantab. 
Milnes  SeSiones  Conies.  8vo.  Oxon. 
-  Meduda  Hiftoria  ^gltcans:  Being  a  Compendious  Hiflory  of  all  the  Mo* 
narchs  of  England,  frota  the  Time  of  fulius  Cefar  CO  che  Death  of  her  late 
Majefly  Queen  Anne.    The  Eighth-Edition. 
AGf/foii's  Paradife  I/>ftL  120.         * 
'  Paradife  Regained.  la^. 

Manger's  French  Graminar.  Svo. 

Moded  Plea  for  the  Bapcifmal  a^id  Scripture  Kotion  of  the  Trinity.  In 
two  Parts.  8w. 

A  Chronological  Treatife  upon  the  Seventy  Weeks  of  Dtfuw/.  Wherein  it 
ihewn  the  Unreafonablenefs  of  the  Author  of  the  Grounds  and  Reasons  of^ke 
Chriftidn  Relipon,  in  calling  in  queftion  the  Accomplifhments  of  th|i  Prc^hc- 
cy.    By  Benjamin  Marjhall,  M.  A.  Reftor  bf  Uaunton  in  Gloucefierjhhre. 

Thiee  Letters  in  farther  Vindication  of  the  late  Bifhop  Lloyts  Hypotbcfis 
of  Dofiiers  Prophecy  of  the  Seventy  Weeks.  One  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Law 
cajier.  Vicar  of  Bowdon  in  Cbejhire'y  in  Anfwcr  to  his  Remarks  on  che  faid 
Kjrpothefis.  Another  to  Mr.  Whifton-,  occafioned  by  his  latter  Hypotbcfis  of 
the  faid  Weeks.  The  Third  to  the  Author  of  the  Scheme  oC  Literal  Pro^ 
fbecy  confider'd;  Wherein  are  examined  and  refuted  the  fai<i  Author's  Pre- 
tences-for  referring  this  Prophecy  of  the  Weeks  to  the  Perfon  and  Time* of 
AntioclMt  Epiphanes,  And  it  is  proved,  that  the  faid  Prophecy,  in  its  Ltte^ 
tal  SeuTe,  is  applicable  wholly  and  only  to  the  Mefllas  of  the  Chriliians, 
Jnd  the  Timc^  of  their  Meffia«»  ByMenjamm  Marjhail  M.A.  Re^or  ot" 
-  ■  Uautttan 
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Kg0am  in  GUae^Jhinh  ^  ^<^°^  "^^^  $cudenc  of  Cffrijmtwb  in  jB^ 

Martialis  EpigrammatOy  wr  ir^  XV^iw. 
N/cA(»£f'8  Coi&rence  with  » theift,  2  VoU.  Sxi^. 
Ne/>»»8  Fcafts  and  Falb  o^  tb»  Chiicch  oiBn^fatd.  8w 
■  Devotions.  lig. 

I  II         on  the  Sacrair<$nc.  1 2(y« 
New-Year's  Gift.  U  fix  Parts,  iitf. 
NiWtoniPriticipiaPiilofiphi^eMatbematka' jXo. 
;Sir  ifuK^'ttmtM**  ChroQolw.o^  anciepc  Kxt^doms  M^ended.  4i#« 
^///^  «f  tl»  Madneft  of  Duifeaiou  to  the  prclent  Government. 
0fl^s  Difcour(e  of  the  divine  Power,  wUch  reQpeft  C9  ^19  ^Origin  ant 
^ovfmioenc  of  the  Univfrfe.  |r«  6  <^ 
^mw/sPIajs,  aVols.  laa. 
Odes  of  Hi^ace^    hy  (everal  Hands.  lU. 
Oilyfi  on  the  Church  Catechifm.  a  Vols,  fvt* 
Ovi^'i  Metamorpho/esy  in  ufum  Velfhim*  ,    . 

*— —  Epifiol^e,  in  u/um  Velphini. 

—  (&  Tfift'JwSy  in  ^fitr^.  De^bim* 
OvieTs  Mctixnot^baics,  Eng.  a  Volt.  I2#* 
Oxford  Grammar. 

Ovidii  Metanufrpbofesy') 

—  EpiftoU,  \  CumnotisMsmim^ 
.-•^—  ie  Tripbttt,     -^ 

,.  Ih/MTs  Art  of  Love,  JEw^.  xWp 

■  Epiftles,  Eng*   12*.  ^ 

Bp.  Ptffr;cA*s  Devout  Chriftian,  i2*. 

.  »    ChfifUan  SacH^ce/ia^; 

— TdenfiMyfiica.  8vo. 

■  Advice,toaFrien4.  ?!«• 

■  Help  lor  foung  Commuakants*  f^s*  pr*  6di 
I                  Sermons  on  Contentment,  &e. 
Pufendorfde  Officio  ktmii^  iff  GvitCcMitab.  lao. 

Fifteen  Sermons  on  iever^l  OccJifions  i  Eight  of  which  "Wtx^  nev«r  i>»- 
fore  printed.  To  which  is  added,  a  Scripture  Catechifm :  Or,  the  Princi- 
p]e»  of  the  ChriUian  Religioa  lai^  <iowu  in  the  Words  «if  UiC  Bible.  'By  «h» 
^e  late  Reverend  aojd  l^amed^^r.  *}:aijus  Tieroty  of  Exo»»  t 

ViU'onniere*s  AnCwers  to  Dr.  Snape,  Mi.  Mills^  6C€f  •.        . 

Potter's  Greek  Antiquities.  2  Vols.  Zvo* 

Plato  de  Keptd}licAy  Gr.  &  Lat.  a  Vols,  ^titf*  QuiMhi. 

Plntarch's  Lives.  In  8  Vols.  Bvo. 
'Pope's  Homer*i  ^tfO^  ^  Vffls.^  12^ 

—  Uomei^s  Odyjfesy  j  Vols.  120. 

.    — —  Mifcellaaiefi.  a  Vols.  120*  • 

Peavfon  on  the  Creed,  f  <j/w. 
-    Pvfindorfs^  Law  of  Nature,  and  Nations,  Jp»/i#r  . 

Prior*s  Poems,  2V0I5.  no*  v    ' 

,    Patter  of  Church  ,Gav:arnni«?W'  ^-W.  .  '    ^ 

Plautur  Delphini.  ^vo.  7    - 

Pa/e»i^/'8  Introdu£iion  toUieHifloryofE«wf#,  8v^ 

Introdu6tiontotl\oHiftoryof^p^J4^^4,and.>*^<M-8t^ 

Ptfwicii's  Kalms.  ia«.  ^       *       , 

Palladio's  Archite£lure.  4fo,  '  "         « 

,Prideaux*s  Connexion  of^the  Old  and  New  TeftiHpa«^t.-4  Vols.  tvo.  . 

Life  of  Ijdabmet,  8w»,  ......  .      r, 

Pjf&'sParaphrareontheE|»i/i^fap4^Af*  aVpK  8pf» 

— ^  on  ;he Old  TefkamcQ;;.  4.V0I5.  8v^        4  :     ..  ..  ,  -    .li, 

fujeniuff^ 
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f AMEff  oHdi^  John  Kj^Af  tojt.         '15 

fufindarf  de  Jure  l^aiur^  ^  Gentium.  %^;^  *  ^  ^ "  ^ 

The  Pradifing  Attorney :  Or  Lawyer  s  Office.    Coritafmng  the  BiffiheU  ol 

«n  Attorney  in  all  its  Branches,  iffc,  '        • 

farmirs  Poems.  Svo. 

Pantheon.  8vo.  ^,,^  ii„  -  -  - 

Bp.  Vatrick's  Commentarj^ on  the  Old  Tclftixne^t..  i  Vols.  toSi. 
^  .  Par^phraTe.onP/i/wM,  Frovtrbs,  6C%^  fotjg, 

'  ^(WfJbVCoh^nicntaryon'the  Prophet^,  folio. 
<^;«C)f*8Phyfical  Diaionary.  Sviv 
,  Difpenfatory.  8vo» 

^^y/ex*s  Emblems.  120.    ."'  * 

^juvedo's  Vifions.  .       .      ,  ,  .  - 

■  S^^M^updn  Learning:  Wherein  !s  fficwn  the  Infufficiency  thereof, 
in  its  fcveral  Partictilars  :  In  order  to  evince  the  Uftfulnefs  and  Neccffity.  <il* 
Hcvelation.    Filth.  Edition.  By  a  Gentleman.   8w. 

Ru(hmrtb*'s  HiUorical  tolleaions.   8  Vols.  Tolio. 

AwAccount  of  the  Statues,  Bas-Relief$,  Drawings,  ind  nttvoctSym  Italy^Scc^ 
With  Remarks.    By  Mr.  Richard/on*  8vo.  ,  , 

'  Reply  to  Dr.  Waterland!z  Defence  of  his  Queried.*  Wherein  il  contained  a 
full  State  of  the  whole  Controverfy  j  and  every  "^artlculiraliedged  by  (bat 
learned  Writer  is  diftinfily  confider'd.  8w.  v' 

Obfervations  on  Dr.  WaterUtuCi  fecond  Defeitctf  of  his  Queries.  By^tle 
Author  of  the  Reply  to  his  firft  Defence.  Svo*  ^.  zi, 

Rofcommcmnd  Duke's  ?otms,  Svo. 

Rehearfai  and  Chances.  By  xhQ  Dvke  oi  B'Udkingham^  no. 

^im>*s Lucan.  2V0IS,  120.  '  ' 

y    ,^-^Sallufty  Englijh.  120. 
Plays.  2  Vols.  120. 

Religion  ot  Nature  delineated.  4/fl. 

The  Defign  ot  Part  of  the  Book  oi'Ecdefiaftesi  Or,  ihe  ITnreafonableneii 
«f  Mens  rcfiiefo  Contentions  for  the  prefent  Enjoyifteftts  j  reprefented  ip  aa 
fygUih  Poem.    By  the  Author  of  the  Rcngion  of  Nature  delineated. 

Ptow*  Medka;:  Or,  Di .  Sy^ham'i  Vrocejfus  httegri,  Tranflated  into  Ew^- 
ii/&,  with  large  Annotations,  Animadverfions,  and  pra&ical  Obfeivatious  di 
£t  rame,  by  W-  S(Umon  M.  D.  The  Third  Edition.  ^ 

Surgeon's  Ailiftant.  Sv».  |rr.    ax.  ^ 

Pr.&iclw<re/'8  Rights  ef  the  Church,  p.  is. 

Shadwein  Plays.  4.  Vols".  120.  ' 

Sbakefpeare's  Works,  10  Vols.  lamo. 

Ih.  St^nh^S'  St-  JiMftm'&  Meditations.  8w. 

-  Thomas  a  iCt^i/of  the  Imitation  of  Chrill.  8v»« 

m*  The  fame  in  120. 

^  Christian  Dire6lory.  %vo* 

.  Paraphrafe  on  the  Epidles  and  Golpels.  4  Volt,  tut- 

^  ,  ^iUetus,  8yo. 

Span's  Hiftpry  of  the  Royal  Society,  /{to. 

Sallupus  ex  recenfime,  J.  fyajfe.  4.to. 

Scbreueln  Lexicon^  Gr.  &Lat.  8vo. 

Spinckes^s  Sick  Man  vlilted.  8w» 

Salluftiuty  itiufumDelphini.  8vo. 

Suetonius,  in  ufum  Delphini.  8vo. 

^feers  Poetical  Works.   12a. 

Shelten's  Don  Slifixote,  ^Vo\s.  120* 
.    Short  View  of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  p,  3  d>  or  too  for  1  /. 

Scripture-Catechifm :  Or,  the  Principles  of  the  ChfiilUn  Religion  S  Itx4 
liown  in  the  Words  of  the  Bible*   p*  i  d* 

Stephens*}  S^anifu  Di^ionary.  ^.f*.  I>r. 
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>^        Books  Ptiuudjb^^  ndSoiihf 

J>r'  Sherlock  oo  Detth.  Zvo.  dc  iit^ 

,  >  on  FroTidgDce. 

'  on  Future  State. 

■  oo  Future  Judsmenr. 

*  Sermons.  2  1*oU*  ti^ 

PitfovatiVf  agtinfi  Popery.  12^ 


Scanoiir$  Works,  Atf//^- 

Sh;tf«d»w'sTreatifeS^Chron61og7.    Trtnflti«d  intoEitffiA.  The  That 
Edition,  with  lai^e  iid<iitiouiuir.  tf  /.       , 

567^*8  Liiir  of  A/chbiihop  jAitgifi.  F6L 

jShnp's  Survey  of  LomUn*  z  Vols,  l^iui^. 

5HiifA*i  Copy-flook  of  all  Hands,  fr.if.6d. 

*8q\jire  of  J(fttiat  A  Comedy.  |r.  i  /. 

Surtwmry  of  all  the  ReUgious  Houfes  in  EngUml  aad  ir«^f  ?  W!tb  th  il©. 
koanc  of  their  Value  at  the  Time  of  their  Wffolution,  and  of  what  cfae^ 
joight  be  wonh  at  this  prefcnt  Time,  fr^  is. 
.    SydnbdfMVroctffMslmeffrimmnrbisfmimmhuseurandU.  110. 

SatiderJoMi  Tr^MUmf  dt  JurameMtt  Ohligatioue^  i»  de  Oblige 


tt4in  8vo.  •  *  — ^ 

Spe^tors*  8  Vols.  12^ 

Spe&ators.   i^Vols.  i2«. 

J$/?7pe*s£ccclefiaftical  Memorials.  3|V6U*  Toli4% 
.  Scm'i  Works,  a  Vols.  Folk. 

SenecA*^lAon^u  Sw. 

Stillingfiee^i  Origines  Saerd.  Foil 

y  Sermons.  Folio. 

SttirmmsH  Matbefis  Ennucleatd.  ttig.  8V«. 

&eePs  Chriftian  Hero.  120. 

Soutbem's  Plays.  2  Vols. 

Spenfnr'i  Fairy  Queen,  6  Vols.   12^^ 

^.  £f ^{eiii  Otera  ommtk.  6  Vol.  F0/. 
,    Sir  R.  ^/ars  Plays.   120. 

An  EiTay  upon  the  Truth  of  the  Cbrifiian 'Religion  •  Wherein  its  retlFotitf  • 
Nation  upon  the  Old  Teftament  is  ihewn.  Occa^ed  by  the  Difcourfe  of  tin 
Grounds  and  Reafons  of  the  Ojrifiian  Keligion.  By  Jlrtbur-Jlfdey  Sykes  X>.  D« 
Reftor  of  Rdjf/tfzgA  in  EJfex,  %vo. 

The  true  Grounds  ot  the  ExpeSatiou  of  tbe  Melfiab.  In  two  Lettem 
One  primed  in  the  London  Journal ;  the  other  in  Vindication  of  it :  Being 
a  Reply  to  the  Anfwer  pubuDhed  at  the  End  of  a  late  Letter  to  Dr.  Ko^rt. 
By Fhilaletbes.  tr.  is, 

Srrinbum  of  Wills.  Folio* 

A  true  Re^efencation  of  Popery,  as  it  appears  in  Foreign  Parts;  Defign- 
ed  as  a  Prefervative  againft  ics  Contagion  ;  particularly  recommended  to 
Britifb  Proteftanis  dunnc  their  Refidence  in  Popifli  Countiies.  In  ten  IHf- 
courfcs :  Being  the  Subuance  of  feveral  Sermons  preached  before  the  flr/- 
ri/fcFadoryat  (>porto  inTortugal,  On  the  Dofirine  of  Merit;  Death-Bed 
Confeffioa  ;  Trarfubftantion  3  Invocation  of  Saints ;  Prayers  in  an  unknown 
Tongue ;  Invention  ot  new  Siitartents;  Denying  the  Cup  to  the  Laity  ; 
Superftiiious  Ceiemonies  ;  Popciy  deftru£Hve  of  tlie  Love  of  our  Country  ; 
Pope's  Supremacy  j  Romifi  Cruelty  in  their  Aft  ot  Faith  j  Iniallibility  j  Pui- 
gatory ;  Artifices  and  Sophiftry  of  their  Priefts  in  making  Converts,  tfc 
uy  Henry  Stcfbent  M.  A.  Vicar  of  Maiden  in  Surry,  and  Chaplain  to  the 
Right  Reverend  the  Lord  Bifbop  of  St.Vavid^s*  8w.  pr.  4.1. 

Dr.  Sy kit's  four  Letters  to  Dr.  Sherlock. 

■T    ■  Anfwer  to  Dr.  Koeers  of  the  Vifible  and  Invifible  Church. 
.-~T- Remai-ks  on  Dr.  MarJhalVs  Defence  of  our  Conftitution.  fT*  it. 

'  *  ' ■  Innocency  of  Error,  pr.  6d, 

Dr.Sjjf*ef'« 
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Dr.  Syke^i  Vindication  of  the  Innoccncy  of  Eixor.  6d» 
Toumefort'i  Voyage  to  the  Levant*  2  Vok  ^0, 
tulUi Enchiridion Vracipuorum'theohgUca^umi  lap*  Oxon. 
Terentius,  in  u/um  Delfhini* 

Tacqueti  EUmenta  Euclidea  GtometrU  iff  Jeleh^  ex  ^cbimide  Theoremats 
Edit-  4Gul,  Wbifton  Edit*  Tertia  Prioribus  multo  auKfior*  8vo.  Cantab. 
*  terentius,  120.  Cantab. 
Six  mUiam  Temple's  V/ oiks,  zVoli.  Folio* 
Tatlcrs.  4.  Vols.  120.  .       ' 

Titlers.  4.  Vols.  Svo. 
Telemachusy  in  Englijh.  a  Vols,  iio, 
fip.  1aytor*i  Holy  Living  and  Dying,  tvo- 

' —  (Jolden  Grove.  i2<7.  .  ^ 

Archbifllop  Tillotfin'i  Difcoiafe  of  TranftiblUmiatioiv  iatf.fr.  5  d. 
tbeodofius:  A  Tragedy.  120. 
Tamerlane:  A.  Ttzwidy.   110. 

Sir  Wtlliam  Temflts  Introdu^on  to  the  Hiflory  of  England,  8v«* 
Aichbilhop  Tttlotjbn's  Works.  3  Vols.  Folio* 
Tryals  of  the  Regicides.   Hvo, 
Teliamentum  i^ovum  Gnecum,  Cantab.  120. 
lar^j^Spy.  8  Vols.   120. 
Terentius,  cum  Kotis  Minellii'  i2c. 

Terence  de  Dacier^  Fr.  &  Lat.  3  Vols.  120.  , 

The  Acceptable  Sacrifice ;  Being  a  full  Colleftion  of  Scripture-Deyotions^ 
taking  in  the  whole  Book  of  Pfalnis  throughout  all  ;rhe  Parts  of  it  5  together 
with  other  the  znofl  devotional  Fonionsot  the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  a- 
dapted  to  the  Ufe*  of  Chriftian  Piety  :  With  Prayers,  Thankfgivings,  and 
Meditations.    By  mUiam  Tilly  D.D,  Jio, 

An  Inftitution  of  Fluxions;  Containing  the  firft  Principles,  the  Operations, 
with  fome  of  the  Ufes  and  Applications  of  that  admirable  Method ;  Accord- 
ing to  the  Scheme  piefix*d  to  his  Tra£l  of  ^adratureiy  by  (its  firft  Inven- 
tor^ the  incomparable  Six  I/aac  Neweon*     By  Hiimfhry  Ditton,  late  Rafter  of  » 
the  new  Mathematical  Schoolin  Ob'//JV-H(i>^iM/.   The  Second  Edition.   Ke- 
Tifed,  corre^ed,  and  improved  by  John  Clarke^  D.  D.  Dean  of  Sarum* 
VirgiliuSy  in  ufum  Delphini* 
Varenii  Geographia  Generalis*  8vo.  Cantab. 
yid^Toemata.  l^o^  Oxon. 

Vertot'i  Hiltory  of  the  Revolution  in  Sweden.  8vo. 
I  of  the  Roman  State,  a  Vols.  Bvo» 

■  I  oi  Portugal*  Svo* 

Hifioriarum  Fabellarumque  VeleSuSy  e  Gr4ecis  Bcrtptotibus  illuftravit^  &c.  Ja- 
cobus Upton  A»  M.  8vo. 

Vhrgilins  cum  Sotis  Minellii'  ito. 

I4x.fyingate'%  Arichmetick:  Containing  a  plain  and  familiar  Metho<f  for 
attaining  the  Knowledge  and  Pra&ice  of  common  i^rithmecick.    Compofed 
by  Edmund  Wingate  Efq^    The  Fifteenth  Edition.  With  a  new  Supplement 
ot  eafy  Contra£lions  in  the  neceiiaiy  Pans  <rf  Arithmecick  ;  ufelul  Tables  o^ 
Intereft,  am)  F/oni/Jb  Exchanges;   as  alfo  Pra^lical  Menfuracion.   By  George 
Shelly^  Writing-Mafter  of  Cbrifi'i  Ho/pital, 
WeeJCi^  Preparation  to  the  Sacrament,  pr.  1  j. 
-^—  Preparation.  Second  Part,  pr,  i  s. 
Biihop  H^ilkins  of  Natural  Religion. 
"fybifim's  Theory  of  the  Earth.  9vo» 
Woodward's  Natural  Hiftory  of  the  Earth>  8v#« 
Archbiihop  f^ake^s  SeAzvons.  3  Vols.  Zvo. 
Waller's  Poems.  110. 
WjeberUyiVlzp,  aVoIi.  ii#, 
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Ward^*  Mtrhemtticks.  %vo> 
HrootC%Ath£H£Oxonienfes.  iVoU.  Folio. 
Wood^i  Inllitutc  of  the  Common  Law.  R/f#. 

of  the  Civil  Law.  P^.  ^ 

Wijtmaiii  Surgery.  2  Vol*,  ow. 

Whtchc^%  Sermons  on  ^ra^eal  Sid>ie^.    To  whidt  II  added.  Ids  Fniy«f 
ufcd  before  Sermon.  In  ^  Vols.  8va- 
mterland's  Defence  of  Queries. 

—  Scrmctis.  fr»  s  f» 
_^— .  Rep^  ro  Dr.  Whitby,  fr.  1  u 
U^beatl^  on  the  Common  Prayer.  Bvo. 

Sermons  preachM  at  Lambeth  Chapel  before  the  Moll  Reverend  Dr.  Wl 
Sancrofh  late  Lord  Archl^lhop  of  Canterbury'  By  the  learned  Henry  Wbar^ 
f0ff  M.A.'With  an  Account  of  the  Atithor*s*Lifc.  2  Vols.  tvp. 

Welcbman  de  ^9  "^^iculis  Ecclefut  AngHsan^e.  8vd. 

Archbilhop  Wake  ou  the  Church  Catechifm.  8w. 

Sermons  on  feveral  Occafions,  viz.  Reafon  our  Guide  io  Reli^on.  Rules 
for  the  due  Underftanding  the  divine  Attributes.  The  Holy  Scripture  <iur 
Rule  of  Faith,  <ffc.  By  Daniel  Whitby  D.  D.  8va. 

Twelve  Sermons  preached  at  the  Cathedral  Church  of  ^ar^oky  iftz^  '•  Of 
the  Inunortality  of  the  Soul.  IL  Of  the  Spiritual  Nature  of  the  Soul.  Ill, 
&  IV.  Of  the  Duty  of  delighting  in  God.  V.  Of  the  Rfefoii^aion,  and 
its  Confequence.  VI.  Of  Moral  Good  and  Evil,  til,  &  VIU.  Of  ^e 
Advanta«js  of  Self- Denial.  IX.  Of  the  Satisfaftion  of  Chrift.  X.  The 
Commands  of  God  not  grievous.  XI.  The  Neceffity  of  Holinefs,  to  At  M^ 
for  Heaven.  XIL  God  neither  advantaged  by  our  RighteoUfnefs,  nor  a  S*. 
ferer  by  our  Sins.  To  which  att  dddcd,  two  Sermons :  The  one  concemijj 
the  Incapacity  of  a  .Popifli  Prince  to  govern  a  Proteftant  Xin^om :  The 
other,  concerning  the  inhuman  Barbarities  of  the  Chilrch  of  Rome  to  all 
whom  they  call  Heretich  and  ^chifmaticks.  ByVdniel  Whitby  D.  D.  ind  Chari- 
tor  of  the  faid  Church.  j   . .  *       ^ 

Dr.  Whitby's  Defence  of  the  Bifliop  of  Bangor^i  Propofitions  in  his  Sermoi*. 

2vo»  pr.  I  f.  .»-   .  .  ^., 

I  Reply  to  Dr.  Wattrland**  ObjeSions  agaiiift  Dr.Wl^thfs  VfJ» 

quifitionet Modeft^t.  8vo.  pr-  is. 
■  Second  Part  of  a  Reply  to  Dr.  Waterlartd's  Objeaions  ag»ntt 

Dr.  Whitby's  VifquifUiwes  Modefia.  8vo.  pr.  z  t. 

The  laft  Thoughts  of  Dr.  Mitl^:  Containing  Ms  COncdHon  of  feveral 
Paffages  in  his  Commentary  ori  the  New  Teftament.  To  which  are 
added.  Five  Difcourfcs.  Publiihed  by  his  exprcft  Order.  The  Second  Edi- 
ion.  pr.  is» 

%ung*6  Sermons.  2  Vols.  8w. 

Xfnop/joif,  Cr.  &  Lat.  8vo.  ,*  «   .  ^  *j 

Jicademia :  Or,  the  Humours  of  the  Univerbtjr  of  Oxfird.  iltf.  ^  »  «• 

The  Unhappy  Favourite  r    Or,  the  Earl  Ot  Bjfex*    A  THgedy.  iw. 

jr.  rx.  '  .       . 

tflfor  A  Tragedy.    HyUr.Mdifon.    iio.fr.  is. 
'  The  Diftreft  Mother:  A  Trageoy-    i20'$r.  is. 

The   Fortune-Hunters ;    Or,   two  Fools  well  met.     A  Comedy,    iw. 
jr.  I  f. 
:    The  Z^wtf/^n-tf  Witches:  A  Comedy.   120.  fr.  is. 

The  Fair  Quaker  ot  Veal:  A  Comedy.  120.  fr.  i  s* 

The  Gatuelter :  A  Comedy.  120.  pt*  i  s. 

The  fhiloSetes  of  SaphdtUs.  Tranflated  from  xhtpreeh-  p*  }  '•    _    -^, . 

An  Effay  on  impofing  and  fubfcribing  Articles  of  Relf^iori*  By  fMeh 
Cantahrigienfis.  pr*  ^s*  _ 

^   Tbe  talf^  Nodon  of  a  Chriftian  Pricfthood,  And  ihc^tenow  tP&ccr- 
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James  and  John  Knaptok.  ia 

doal,  Oblation,  Intcrceffion,  Benedidipn,  dni  Authoncauve  AUblution 
^.  examined  and  trfuted  r  Being  an  AnVer  to  Mr.  Laip'i  Second  Letf*.; 
totheBifliopof  J54«g0r.   >y  Pibi/e/.  C««f^^.  *;..  ^  ^;^^«^  *  Second  Letter 

Three  Difcourfes:  One,  a  Defence  of  prV^ate  Judgment.  The  SecomL 
againft  theAuthoritjrof  the  Magiftrate  6ver  Co«cience.  TheThird,fome  CoS 
liderations  coneermnjg  the  reuiitrng  of  Proteftan^c.  By  fhtleU  Ontabr  tr 

An  Accoiiht  of  all  flhe  confideraWc  Pamphlets  i^the  Coutroverfv  becweeil 
the  Bi/hop  of  Bangor  and  others  ?  With  Remarks   f»  ^d,         ^  «>ec^e«« 

-- — 1—  A  Continuation  of  the  Account  of  Pamphlets  ^c.  pr,  4.d, 

An  Account  of  all  the  confiderable  Books  and  Pamp^Uts  i»  the  Cantrr^ 
^etfy  concerning  the  Trinity  5  with  Remarks,  pr.  6 1  *-«ntr(>r 

A  Letter  to  Dr.  Afangey:  Occafioned  by  his  Sermon,  entitled,  fi^i^  J7-, 
fions,  &c.  tr*  6d.  ' 

A  Second  Letter  ro  Dr.  Mangey.  p.  6  d» 

The  external  Peacfeof  the  Church  only  attainable  By  a  Xeal  for  Scriptur* 
In  its  juft  Latitude,  afld  by  mucoai  Charity  j  n0t  by  a  Pretence  of  Uniior^ 
ty  of  Opinions,  pr.  t  s. 

An  Ahfwdt  to  the  I^fiJIifbts  Charge  of  Schifm  upon  the  Church  of  E/r^. 
land,.  By  a  Clergyman. of  the  Church  of  England,  pr.  6  d.  s 

'  4  Prf  ervaiij-e  agaiflft  Pop^y :  BeinJ  an  eafy  kethod  of  Contriaion  from 
Scripture  and  Reafon  coitcetning  thefc  three  great  Points.  I.  Prayers  to 
faints  and  Aflgels.  11.  Pulsatory  abd  Prayer's  fbl-  the  pead.  IIL  Real  Pti. 
reritt'  m  Tl'aHl\ilWlJmtion;  With  ah  Appfendix,  Containing  the  Profeffion 
6t  thd  Komtjh  FattM,  ind  the  Oath  according  to  the  Decree  of  the  Council 
ctTrtni:  By  which  it  plably  Appears,  that  noPbpiflf  Kins  can  proteft  a 
Pi^eftant  Church.  By  Eda>ard  AJpinMl  A.M.  iubdean  of  his  Maieftv's 
^hapel.  pr.  I  s,  J  ^7  ' 

A  Letter  to  an  Inhabitant  of  the  PariA  of  St.  Jladre»'s  Hotbottrn  about 
lieWCeremonSes  irt  the  Church.  The  Second  Editioh.T.V^/' 

EaflftS  notexchlcM  firom  the  Throne  upon  Account  of  Religion :  Beihe 
1  Vindication  of  the'  Lbrd  Kihop  of  Bangct^t  PrefeiVative,  ^c  in  that  Part 
ticular.  pr.  ^d. 

The  Grounds  of  C|vfl  and  Ecclefiaftical  Oovernbent  briefly  confider'd. 
By  John  Jdckfony  Red^or  of  Mngton  in  Torkjbirt.  pr.  t  s. 

Jackfon's  Examiiiation  Of  Mr.  Nye's  Articles  of  the  Divine  Unity,  py,  ,  , 

A  Letter  td  the  Earl  of  Ndtti^bamy  by  a  Curate  of  LMon.  pr.  6d. 

Dr.  Benttefs  Trd^odls  for  printing  a  new  Edition  of  the  Greek  Tefta- 
metlr,  and  St.  Hiirom*s  Latin  Vernon:  With  a  full  Aiifwer  to  all  the  Re- 
mains of  i  lite  Pamphletetr.  By  a  Member  of  Trhthy^Cbnege  in  tMfridie. 
pr.  1 1.  ' 

Mc^fn  Mugnihii  Or,  the  Cofpel  Terms  of  Communion  ftated.  Offeftd 
tothe  feriousConfidc!*ation  of  all  Proreftants. 

W^«?i5?T?'*^/'  P^'k'^'^  ^^^  '*"'*  Myftery  6f  xhsBmnan  Maf$  laid 
^pen  and  explained.  By  Daniel BrevintV.D. 

Wiittdn's  Refleftiofls  on  Li^arning.  Bvo. 

fbmmenii  Janua  Linguamm  Triltnguis* 

■A«4r>4/rsChronol<^ai  Tables. 

The  Cafe  of  Siibfcnption  to  the  Thirty  nine  Articles  confider'd.  *r.  <c^, 

A  Reply  to  Dr.  mier^nd  s  Supplement  to  Ms  Cafe  of  Jbian  Sub^i^ion. 
pr.  o  a.  •         '  ^ 

'  The  Ouekies  of  the  Church  of  Rme  difplaV'd.  To  which  h  added. 
An  Account  of  the  vaft  Exaftions  and  Oppreffion  of  the  Po^s  on  this 
^in^dom,  while  it  was  m  Subieaion  to  the  Church  of  Rome,  fif-  1  s. 

^.i^?  \^S^^\ ''  ^^® ^I?*"  *  ^^^y  ^°  ^  ^'^««^»  ^^0  had  manied  a  Roman 
^^Ithohck  Gentleman.  The  other  from  the  fame  Author  co  the  faid  Gentle- 
man i  by  which  he  was  converted  from  the  Popi/h  Reli^iion  10  the  Protef- 
lanj.    The  Second  Edition.  |r.^</.  *^  ^ 

^     '  Ambidou^i 
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Ambitious  Stepmother  :  A  Tragedy,  iip.  ^  ^ 

Theodofius:  Or,  the  Force  of  Love:  A  Tragedy.  i2o.  ^  .  '  .  -^ 
An  Accouut  of  Switzerland  aixi  the  Grifons:  As  alio  of  the  Valejiant,  Qtf- 
ntva.  the  Foreft-Towns.  and  their  other  Allies:  Contaiung  the  Geogra- 
tohical .  and  prcfcnt  Political  E^ate  of  all  thofe  Places,  By  Signior  Vendra- 
mino  SlanchK  »  Noble  Venetian,  who  xefided  in  thofe  Countries  on  the  Part 
of  the  moft  Serene  Re^jbhck  of  Venice.    Made  Englifi  from  the  Italuim 

'''&^coCo^^^Sti  of  Foflil Shells,  trc.  Wherein^  propoli^d  a 
Wiv  to  reconj^e  the  two  difFerenc  Opinions  of  thofe  who  affirm  tbem  to 
be  ti^  Exmi'^^^  real  Animah,  and  thofe  who  fancy  them  to  be  Lufus  Niir 

^^C2^' Pompier  ^  Voyages  round  the  World  :  Defcribing  particularly  the 
lfth0»s  of  Jbnerica,  the  Coalts  and  IJlands  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  in  the  SoutB- 
S^  feveral  Llandf  in  the  Eafi  Indies,  NewBolland,  &c.  Their  Inhabi- 
tants Manners,  Cuftoms,  Trade,  Soil,  &c,  Illuaratcd  with  feveraJ  Maps, 
and  Draughts;  Alfo  divers  Beafts,  Birds,  Tiflies;  and  Plants,  not  found  in 
this  Part  of  the  World,  curioufly  engraven  on  Copper  Plates.  The  Sixth 
Edition.  3  Vols.  Sva.  .  . 

A  New  Voyace  and  Defcription  of  the  Wmus  oi .America,  giving  an  Ac- 
count of  the  Author's  Abode  therc^  the  Form  and  Make  oTthe  Country, 
Coafts  Hills,  Rivers,  to-c.  Woods,  Soil,  Weather,  <ffc.  Trees,  Friuu, 
Beafts,  Biids,  Fi(h,  ^c  The  Indian  Inhabitants,  their  Features,  Comple- 
xion \c  their  Manners, Culloms,  Employments,  Marriages,  Fcafts,  Hunt- 
tiff  Comoutation,  hta\gmgt,  i!fc.  With  remarkable  Occurrences  m  the 
as^r^dclfewhere!  W Lionel  fTafir.  Illuftrated  with  fevtral  Cop- 
cer  Plates.    The  Second  Edition,  with  large  Additions.  ^ 

A  VovaRe  round  the  World  ;  Containing  an, Account  of  Captain  Dam- 
tierh  Ex^dition  into  the  South-Seas  in  the  Ship  St*  Georgey  in  the  Ycax* 
I70J  and   1704^    By  mUiam  Funnetl,  Mate  to  Captain  Danrpier.  8tv. 

A  Colleaionof  Original  Voyages:  Containing,  I.  Captain  Coip/ey's  Voy- 
aces  rcu.  d  the  Globe.  II.  Captain  Sharfs  Journey  over  the  yihmusoi  Ds- 
rtm  and  Expedition,  into  the  South  Seas,  HI.  Captain  »Ws  Voyages 
tSoufih  the  Streights.  of  Mzgi^lUn.  IV.  Mr.  Koherts\  Adventures  among  the 
Corfairs  of  the  Levant  -,  his  Account  of  their  Way  of  Livuig,  Defcnpaon 
•  ^ihtMAi^lm^  taking  of  5c;a,&c.  PubUihed  by  Capt.  »^.  ftfci. 
A  N^  aSTcurate  Defcrip&n  of  the  Coaft  of  Guinea,  divided  into 
the  Gold,  the  SUve,  and  the  Ivory  Coafts :  Cont«ning  a  Geographical,  Po- 
liticaL  and  Natural  Hiftory  of  the  Kingdoms  and  Countries:^  With  a  par- 
'  icular  Account  of  the  Rite,  Progrefs,  and  prefent  Condition  of  all  tie 
E,^^«  Settlements  upon  that  Coaft  5  and  the  juft  M«ifurcs  tor  improvi^ 
thelBveral  Branches  of  the  Guinea  Trade.  Illuftrated  with  fevcral  Cu^ 
Written  orainallyin  Dutch hy  WUliamBofman,  chief  Fafior  for  the  VutA 
ul  the  cSi  of  Sf.  George  d'Elmina.  And  now  faithfully  doi^  into  £»«- 
^)^  To  which  is  preBx^,  An  exad  Map  of  the  whole  Coafl  of  Gusssea, 
rhflt  was  not  in  the  Original.  __  .     .     ,  «, 

Mifcellanea  Curio/a  :  Containing  a  Colleaion  of  the  principal  Ptenomena 

Ir^fi^mT^ccoJcd  for  by  the  greateft  PhUofophers  of  the  Age :  Be™  the 

.  m^a  valilble  Difcourfe3,  read  and  delivered  to  the  ^^X^l  ,^>%^^'  .^ 

Advancement  of  Phyfical  a»d  Mathematical  Knowledge.     Alfo  a  CoUcaion 

of  Travels,  Voyages,  and  Natmal  Hiltories  of  Countries,  as  they  have-bcea 

.deliveree^nto  the  Royal  Society.  5  Vols.  8w.  .  r«««r«,    ««^ 

TheNatvralHiftoryot  Ire/iW<^;  Being  aDcfcriptionof  the  Country,  and 

the  fcveral  Cwioiiiies  therein.    To  wluch  is  added,  a  Difcoiuic  conceding 

the  Damp  Mounts,  Forts,  and  Towers  in  Ireland.  By  Thomas  Molyweux  M.^ 

F.  R.  S.  Profeflbr  of  P^yl'ick  in  the  U  aiverlity  of  DubliH. 

Primed  by  S.  Aris. 
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